
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia pursued a sweep-
ing purge of the kingdom’s upper ranks
yesterday, saying it would freeze the
accounts of dozens of princes, ministers
and a tycoon arrested as the crown prince
cements his hold on power. Prominent bil-
lionaire Alwaleed bin Talal was among the
princes arrested late Saturday, a govern-
ment source told AFP, immediately after a
new anti-corruption commission headed by
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman was
established by royal decree. The body was
given broad powers to investigate cases,
issue arrest warrants and travel restrictions,
and seize assets. “The homeland will not
exist unless corruption is uprooted and the
corrupt are held accountable,” the royal
decree said.

The crackdown also targeted the head of
the Saudi National Guard, once a leading
contender to the throne, as well as the navy
chief and the economy minister, who were
replaced and arrested in a series of high-
profile sackings that sent shockwaves
through the kingdom. The dramatic shake-
up comes at a time of unprecedented social

and economic transformation in ultracon-
servative Saudi Arabia, as Prince
Mohammed steps up his reform drive for a
post-oil era.

Saudi-owned Al Arabiya television
reported that 11 princes, four current minis-
ters and dozens of ex-ministers were
arrested as the commission launched a

probe into old cases such as floods that
devastated the Red Sea city of Jeddah in
2009. The government official gave AFP a
list of 14 of the most high-profile names
including Prince Alwaleed, ranked among
the richest men in the world. The informa-
tion ministry separately said the bank
accounts of those arrested will be “frozen”

and any assets related to the corruption
cases will be registered as state property.

“The suspects are being granted the
same rights and treatment as any other
Saudi citizen,” attorney general Sheikh
Saud Al-Mojeb said in a statement, adding
that a number of investigations had been
initiated. “A suspect’s position or status

does not influence the firm and fair applica-
tion of justice.” The royal decree said the
arrests were in response to “exploitation by
some of the weak souls who have put their
own interests above the public interest, in
order to, illicitly, accrue money”. 

Shares in Kingdom Holding, 95 percent
of which is owned by Prince Alwaleed,
dived 9.9 percent as the Saudi stock
exchange opened yesterday after reports
of his arrest. The share price later recov-
ered some of its losses to end the day
down 7.6 percent. In a statement Kingdom
Holding said it was “aware” of Saturday’s
developments but insisted that it was
“business as usual” after the chief execu-
tive of the company was assured of sup-
port from the government.

Saudi Finance Minister Mohammed Al-
Jadaan said the crackdown “heralds a new
era and policy of transparency, clarity and
accountability”. “The decisive decisions will
preserve the investment environment and
boost trust in the rule of law,” the Saudi
Press Agency quoted him as saying. 
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Bahrainis asked to leave Lebanon

DUBAI: Bahrain yesterday urged its citizens to
avoid travelling to Lebanon and advised those
already in the country to leave immediately for their
safety. “Due to the current conditions and develop-
ments in Lebanon, the foreign ministry asks citizens
present in Lebanon to leave immediately and exer-
cise extreme caution,” the foreign ministry said in a
statement. It warned its citizens to avoid travelling
to Lebanon “for their own safety and to avoid any
dangers they might encounter”. It gave no further
details on the nature of any threat. Its warning came
a day after Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri
announced his resignation. His surprise withdrawal
from a government that also includes Lebanese
Shiite movement Hezbollah risked plunging the
already fragile country deeper into turmoil. Manama
has declared Hezbollah a terrorist group and
repeatedly accused it of involvement in violent
attacks in the tiny Gulf kingdom.

News in brief
Guards reject Trump ‘slander’ 

DUBAI: The head of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
denied yesterday accusations by Donald Trump that
Iran was behind the firing of a ballistic missile at
Saudi Arabia from warring Yemen, rejecting it as one
of the US president’s “slanders”. Saudi Arabia’s air
defenses intercepted the missile, bringing it down
near the capital Riyadh’s airport on Saturday, and it
did not cause any casualties. “A shot was just taken
by Iran, in my opinion, at Saudi Arabia ... and our
system knocked the missile out of the air” Trump
told reporters on Air Force One en route to Tokyo.
But Mohammad Ali Jafari, head of the Revolutionary
Guards who are in charge of Iran’s missile program,
said: “Mr Trump has said many baseless things and
told many lies and frequently falsely accused Iran
and this one of those slanders,” Iran’s state news
agency IRNA reported. “We do not have even the
possibility to transfer missiles to Yemen. The missiles
belong to them and they have increased their
range,” Jafari added.

Egypt recovers 354 antiques 

CAIRO: Egypt has recovered 354 archaeological
objects that were seized by authorities in the United
Arab Emirates, the antiquities ministry in Cairo said.
Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed Al-Qasimi, ruler of
the emirate of Sharjah, had ordered the pieces
returned to Egypt after police captured them, the
ministry said Saturday. Antiquities Minister Khaled
El-Enany inspected the pieces at the Egyptian
Museum in Cairo on Saturday, it said, adding that
they would be placed on display in a “special exhi-
bition”. The recovered pieces include antiques from
the Pharaonic era and some from Islamic times, it
said. Among them are a pottery container carrying
the name of Ramses III, who ruled Egypt around
3,000 years ago, and several bronze statues depict-
ing Egyptian gods including Isis and Osiris. 
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By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s financial and eco-
nomic affairs committee yesterday reviewed several
proposals on amending the demographic composition
in the country, which is highly in favor of expatriates,
the head of the committee said. MP Salah Khorshed
said the panel reviewed a proposal calling to set a per-
centage cap or quotas for individual expatriate nation-
alities in the country, among several ideas to help
amend the demographic structure.

But the committee took no decision because no minis-
ter attended the meeting, as the government is a caretak-
er Cabinet that can only take urgent decisions. He gave
no details on the quotas or percentages, but MPs had in
the past submitted proposals calling to impose a 10-per-
cent cap on expat communities, meaning that the number
of any particular community should not exceed 10 per-
cent of the Kuwaiti population of just under 1.4 million.

This means that the largest number of any community
should not exceed 140,000, a number that is already sur-
passed by several communities, led by Indians, who num-
ber close to one million; Egyptians, who top 700,000; in
addition to Filipinos, Bangladeshis and others. Similar
proposals had been submitted to previous national
assemblies and were not approved.

Khorshed said the committee believes that demo-
graphic structure proposals are important to control the
security situation in the country, adding that a number of
specialists will be invited to future meetings to finalize the
issue. The committee also discussed the legal status of the
chamber of commerce and industry. Several lawmakers
have called for introducing a law to govern its activities.

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
meanwhile called MPs for an informal meeting tomor-
row to convey a message from HH the Amir about the
prevailing situation. Ghanem said he will convey the
Amir’s message and called for unity in the country to
face challenges, adding that regional developments are
progressing at a fast pace “that require us to be wise
and cautious”. 

Tension between the government and MPs has soared
after just one session in the new term of the National
Assembly following a no-confidence motion against
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and acting
Information Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah after a grilling. A large number of lawmakers
declared their support for the motion, after which the
government submitted its resignation and HH the Amir

asked Prime Minister HH Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah to form the new Cabinet.

Lawmakers however have warned the premier
against retaining several ministers in the new Cabinet,
mainly Sheikh Mohammad, threatening that this could
trigger a new crisis. A number of MPs yesterday reiter-
ated their calls to the prime minister to adopt a new
policy in forming the Cabinet by selecting capable and
competent ministers.

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
speaks to the press yesterday. — KUNA 
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BEIRUT: Saad Hariri’s resignation from
Lebanon’s premiership has raised fears
that regional tensions were about to
escalate and that the small country would
once again pay a heavy price. Analysts
said the Saudi-backed Sunni politician’s
move on Saturday to step down from the
helm less than a year after forming a gov-
ernment was more than just the latest
hiccup in Lebanon’s notoriously dysfunc-
tional politics. “It’s a dangerous decision
whose consequences will be heavier than

what Lebanon can bear,” Hilal Khashan, a
professor of political science at the
American University of Beirut, said.

Hariri announced his resignation in a
broadcast from Saudi Arabia, accusing
Iran and its Lebanese ally Hezbollah of
taking over his country and destabilizing
the entire region. Hezbollah is part of the
government, but the clout of a group
whose military arsenal outstrips that of
Lebanon’s own armed forces is far
greater than its share of cabinet posts.
The resignation of the prime minister, a
Sunni, toppled a coalition government
that included Hezbollah.

Hezbollah’s leader Hassan Nasrallah
charged yesterday that Saudi Arabia had
forced Hariri to resign, and called for
calm and patience in Lebanon. 
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BEIRUT: A banner bearing a portrait of Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri is seen
in the capital, a day following the announcement of his resignation. — AFP 

DOHA: Police officers from different countries will be on
Qatar’s streets during the 2022 World Cup in an effort to
prevent hooliganism, a senior security officer for the tour-
nament has said. Major Ali Mohammed Al-Ali, deputy
executive director for security with the Supreme
Committee for Delivery & Legacy, the body overseeing
the tournament, also predicted that Qatar would deliver

“the safest World Cup in the world”. Fears about hooli-
ganism at major tournaments have increased following
trouble between English and Russian fans at the 2016
Euros in France. This has led to concerns that such scenes
will be repeated at future tournaments.

But Ali said he was hopeful that would not be the
case in 2022. “We are working with a lot of national,
regional and international organizations, countries,
agencies,” he said. “We are the only country in the
world who have 10 years to prepare for the World Cup.”
Asked if international police officers with experience of
dealing with crowd trouble would be in Qatar to help
with any potential problems, he told AFP: “For sure.”
Officers will be drawn from those countries “that quali-
fy” for 2022, added Ali. 

Some 1.3 million fans are expected to visit Qatar - the

first World Cup to be held in the Middle East - equivalent
to half the country’s population. It will also be the most
compact in the modern era with the majority of fans likely
to stay in just one city, Doha, which could also present
security problems. Qatar has previously said it will restrict
the sale of alcohol during the World Cup and convene
special courts for fans arrested during the tournament.

The security situation in the region added to current
diplomatic tensions in the Gulf, which has seen Qatar
politically isolated by neighboring countries for the past
five months, has also raised fears. However, Ali, speaking
ahead of a “Major Events Security Conference” in Doha
this week, said organizers were ready to provide a bench-
mark tournament. “We have prepared for everything and
we are ready and it will be the most safe and secure World
Cup,” he said. — AFP 
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