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Legalese

Sexual harassment can be very hard to deal with.
Some women feel like they are the ones who are
being blamed or they are the ones who should be
ashamed, but in reality, it is not just females who have
difficulty dealing with sexual harassment or harass-
ment in general. Harassment comes in many different
forms - sometimes a woman may harass a man, or a
man might harass a woman by making remarks about
women in general. The law specifically only punishes
sexual harassment though, and today I answer major
questions regarding harassment. 

Punishments
Question: I would like to know what are the pun-

ishments by law for those who sexually harass?
Fajer: The answer differs to the extent of the act of

sexual harassment and the circumstances surround-
ing it. Here are a few examples - if the act is done
through hate, threats or deceit, it shall be punished
by up to 15 years of imprisonment. If the act is done
by a guardian - any guardian and not necessary a
legal guardian - such a parent, uncle, teacher, care-
taker, etc, then the punishment will be up to life
imprisonment. It also depends on the state of the vic-
tim. If the victim is under the legal age, not mentally
stable, or not mentally capable of understanding the
nature of the act, then the punishment will be up to
life imprisonment.

You can find below the articles of sexual
harassment.

Article 191 of the Kuwait penal code states:
•  Any person who sexually harasses another

through hate, threats or deceit shall be punished by
up to 15 years of imprisonment.

•  If the victim is related to the harasser, or is
under his/her upbringing (eg uncle, aunt, teacher,
domestic worker so on), then he/she shall be pun-
ished with life imprisonment.

•  If the victim is under the legal age, not mentally
stable, or unable to know the nature of the act, then
the harasser shall be punished with life imprisonment.

Article 192 of Kuwait penal code states:
•  Any person who sexually harasses another

without hate, threats or deceit shall be punished by
up to 10 years of imprisonment.

•  If the victim is related to the harasser, or is
under his/her upbringing (eg uncle, aunt, teacher,
domestic worker so on), then he/she shall be pun-
ished by up to 15 years of imprisonment.

As you can see, the punishments are for “any per-
son” regardless of their gender. 

Absurd
Question: Recently my boss has been asking me

work through text messages, which I am fine with,
but as time went on, he kept discussing more private
matters. Two days ago, he told me that if I let him in
bed with me, he will give me a promotion. This is
absurd, so of course I refused, but now I am afraid it
will affect my job. What can I do?

Fajer: Please talk to someone and do not keep it to
yourself. It is very important to reach out, even if it is
just to a friend. It is also important to report the per-
son to the police - as a woman myself, I know how
annoying and difficult it is to deal with harassment,
but the police are here to help. Also, if you work for a
large company and you have an HR department, I
suggest you speak to them as they may be able to
make changes internally. If you would like to go legal
and take it a step further, then you can file a com-
plaint at the police station nearest to where the inci-
dent happened.

Virtually 
Question: If someone is bothering me virtually and

not in person, as in sending me emails with sexual
content, is there anything I can do about it? 

Fajer: As I mentioned in the first question, this
depends on how you feel and how badly it is affect-
ing you. You have to weigh it out. If you think that it
is affecting your day-to-day life, then you need to
take action, and Kuwaiti law does protect you. In fact
the new cybercrime law does discuss situations that
can affect victims online, and there is a department
under the interior ministry specialized in such cases.

Should you have any questions or concerns, or
you require a consultation, please email me at
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Sexual harassment 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry asked
Kuwait Municipality to allocate a plot to build a special
‘gold and jewelry city’ over a total area of 100,000 sq m,
to be the largest of its kind in the region. The ministry’s
letter to the municipality explained that municipality
approval was needed so that the project could be includ-
ed in the ministry’s development plan projects. 

The ministry’s letter added that the city will include a
building to administer precious metals and a parking for
employees over an area of 10,000 sq m, in addition to
special lounges for both local and imported jewelry, a hall
for customer reception, a VIP hall, offices for 300 employ-
ees, an archive section, a central well-secure safe, safes in
every section, labs for examining diamonds, laser labs,
chemical labs and an employee training hall, in addition to
parking spaces for 500 employees and 1,000 visitors. 

KIA shares
Deputy Prime

Minister and Minister of
Finance Anas Al-Saleh
said that the Kuwait
Investment Authority
(KIA) pays 25-100 per-
cent of the capital of 51
companies headquar-
tered in 16 Arab and for-
eign countries, including
Kuwait. Responding to an
inquiry filed by MP
Mohammed Hayef, Saleh
explained that KIA has up to 100 percent shares in 14
local companies, in addition to others in Egypt, Bahrain,
Sudan, Yemen, Syria, Tunisia, Morocco, Mauritania,
France, Pakistan, US, Bosnia, Malaysia, Spain, Britain,
Mexico, Portugal and Holland. Saleh explained that local
companies in which KIA owns shares include Kuwait
Industrial Bank, Kuwait Investment Company, Kuwait
Livestock Trading and Transport Company, Kuwait Flour
Mills and Bakeries Company, Kuwait Cement Company,
Kuwait Public Transport Company, Kuwait Airways
Corporation and Touristic Enterprises Company. 

Health insurance
During its meeting yesterday, the parliamentary health

affairs committee discussed its priorities for the coming
period, said the committee chairperson MP Humoud Al-

Khodair, noting that these priorities include the retirees’
health insurance law as well as a law on protecting
patients’ full rights. Khodair added that the priorities will
also include building medical cities and hospitals in vari-
ous governorates, in addition to the psychological health
bill that was referred to parliament in 2015 and has not
been discussed ever since.  

Squander
Chairman of the parliamentary financial affairs commit-

tee MP Salah Khorsheed urged the government to stop
the high level of waste and squander in various ministries
as reported by the State Audit Bureau, instead of calling
for more time to pass laws that would help citizens face
soaring prices. Khorsheed said the government would have
to consider increasing rent allowance from KD 150 to KD
275 and child allowance from KD 50 to KD 75 per kid. 

Gas stations
Kuwait National

Petroleum Company
(KNPC) received
approval recently from the
Central Tenders
Committee (CTC) to build
19 new gas stations by the
Combined Group
Contracting Company
with a total value of KD
15.4 million within 15
months. Informed sources
said another group of sta-
tions would be offered for

public tendering soon, with a total value of KD 10 million.
The sources said that KNPC currently runs 43 gas sta-
tions and that the new ones would have modern designs
matching international standards. 

Offset Company
The National Offset Company decided extending the

period of its liquidation for one more year and reappoint-
ing the company’s judicial liquidator Talal Yousif Al-
Muzaini as the legal representative of Deloitte. The deci-
sion was made following a meeting attended by Kuwait
Investment Authority, the State Audit Bureau, ministry of
commerce and Duaij Al-Kandary law firm representatives.
Notably, the company had been subject to liquidation
since its extraordinary general assembly meeting held on
Oct 29, 2015. 

Labor strike
Oil Minister and Minister of Electricity and Water

Essam Al-Marzouq said that the recent oil employees’
strike was not because Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) decided to reduce employees’ incentives, but as a
result of putting Cabinet instructions stipulated in decision
number 1410 pertaining cutting expenses into effect.
Responding to an inquiry filed by MP Faisal Al-Kandari,
Marzouq explained that KPC had exerted all possible
efforts to prevent the strike. He added that he met KPC’s
CEO and its subsidiary companies’ managing directors
and executives. 

Non-oil revenues
Well-informed financial sources said Kuwait plans to

reduce its reliance on oil in its GDP in the fiscal year 2018-
2019 to only 45 percent instead of 55 percent. The
sources explained that this would be possible through
non-oil revenues like fees on public services, balanced
taxes, new investments, supporting more industrial proj-
ects as well as small and medium projects. The sources
explained that Kuwait has allocated $112.5 billion for 521
development projects in the period of 2016-2020 with the
ultimate goal of diversifying its resources. 

Housing projects 
Reports by the Public Authority for Housing Welfare

showed a reduction in the estimated budget of five hous-
ing projects by over 50 percent in the period of 2013-
2015, from over one billion dinars to KD 447 million. The
reports explained that, for instance, West Abdullah Al-
Mubarak project cost had been estimated at KD 58 mil-
lion, which was reduced to KD 46 million.

Man arrested for
using late father’s
POA in forgery
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and agencies

KUWAIT: A citizen was arrested for using a power of attor-
ney (POA) his father gave him before his death and renewed
a domestic helper’s residency, claiming his father was abroad.
The man was charged with forgery.

Crackdown 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer general cleanliness department’s

director Melfi Al-Houli said a campaign resulted in issuing 16
citations while spoilt fruits and vegetables were destroyed.

Harassment
Two Egyptian teachers took advantage of crowds and

came close to a female citizen and a child in clear instances
of harassment, so they were arrested and ordered deported
by assistant undersecretary for general security Maj Gen
Ibrahim Al-Tarrah.

Thieves market
Farwaniya police arrested the Bangladeshi leader of a

vendors’ mafia at the “thieves market” in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh.
The suspect used to ‘rent’ out hawking areas to vendors.
Legal procedures are being taken to deport him from the
country. The “thieves market” in Jleeb is full of sellers of
vegetables and stolen material, and posed a major worry for
police. So a plan was made to keep the market under sur-
veillance. Based on a tip, the task force went there and
arrested the suspect, who attempted to flee. The other
hawkers at the place ran away.

Teen in trouble
Security guards at a mall brought a juvenile to the

police station after he fought with an environment police-
man for smoking and refusing to stub out the cigarette.
The policeman noticed a man smoking in the mall, which is
a violation of the new environment law, so he approached
him and asked him to stop, but he refused, got angry and
started a fight. Guards caught the smoker and took him to
the police station.

Policeman offended
A Syrian woman insulted police in Salmiya after she was

found without an ID. When police asked her for her ID, she
told them she did not have any and refused to board the
patrol car. She was forced in and taken to the police station.

KUWAIT: Fruits confiscated during a recent
municipality crackdown on roaming vendors.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate’s (KFSD) Director General Lt Gen Khalid Al-Mikrad opened the Mangaf fire station in the presence of acting deputy director
general of the prevention sector Brig Mohammad Al-Mahmeed, public relations and information department’s director Col Khalil Al-Amir, director of construction and main-
tenance Col Abdelmohsen Al-Enezi and director of Ahmadi Fire Department Lt Col Muath Al-Hamadi.

Traffic department
officer honored

KFSD opens Mangaf fire station

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen
Mahmoud Al-Dousary received captain Mohammad
BuRabee from the traffic department in the presence of
the Kuwait jet-ski team and acting director of Capital
governorate’s testing department Lt Col Abdelwahab Al-
Omar. Dousary honored BuRabee for winning the pro-
open tournament that was held in the US state of Arizona.

$112.5 billion
allocated

for 521
projects

Ministry requests building
100,000 sq m ‘gold city’

Would be largest of its kind in the region


