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KUWAIT: The Tamil Nadu Engineers Forum (TEF) in
Kuwait opened the 8th Technological Innovations
Conference and Exposition yesterday at Radisson Blu
Hotel. The forum has a membership of about 600
engineers from various disciplines and industries in
Kuwait. During his speech, TEF President Ramarah G
said the forum was founded in 2000 and is the most
active professional body in Kuwait. He said TEF has
been organizing conferences, technical meetings and
outreach activities, and is a step forward in meeting
its social responsibility program.

He noted that the objective of the conference is to
promote technological innovations in the oil and gas
industry in the region by providing a forum for practi-
tioners from industry and academia to share experi-
ences, technological advances and new ideas.

Ahmad Al-Jemaz, DCEO - Petrochemicals and
LNGI, said: “The conference’s theme of ‘Towards
Sustainable Development’ is what we need to develop
and focus on to increase value addition and create
new domains for diversification within the organiza-
tion. We appreciate the efforts by TEF in organizing
this conference which provides value addition,
enlightens engineers from all sectors and provides
scientific, technical and innovative advancements to
the conventional engineering approach.”

General Secretary Amuthan Ilakkuvan pointed out
that for the 8th Technological Innovations Conference
and Exposition, the flagship program of the year, TEF
put in lots of planning, teamwork, motivation, atten-
tion and efforts. He added that the patronage they
receive from oil and gas clients year after year is
proof of the credibility the Indian community and var-
ious engineering and professional bodies in Kuwait
have earned over the years.

The conference endeavors to raise the quality of
debate and enable answers that actually work in
transforming the way industries produce and supply
energy to the market, as the world economy continues
to depend on hydrocarbons as a source of energy
despite rapid technological development. The event

was attended by professionals in feed study, opera-
tions, maintenance, engineering, technical services,
design, project management, reliability engineering,
enterprise risk management and environment man-
agement. The event featured presentation of papers,
posters and products. 

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications com-
pany in Kuwait, announced the arrival of the Zain Great
Idea (ZGI) entrepreneurs to San Francisco to take part
in the second phase, the international accelerator pro-
gram in San Francisco and London with Brilliant Lab
and Mind The Bridge in the presence of Zain Kuwait
CEO Eaman Al-Roudhan. 

ZGI is a Zain initiative launched in partnership with
Brilliant Lab, a startup accelerator service from Kuwait,
and Mind The Bridge, a
Silicon Valley-based
organization specializing
in entrepreneurship edu-
cation for startups,
enterprises and
investors. The previous
three successful pro-
grams has seen the
empowerment, training,
and investment in hun-
dreds of creative and
driven young Kuwaitis,
of which many now own
thriving Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs).

The ten entrepreneurs will be staying at San
Francisco, specifically Silicon Valley - the international
capital of technology and startup businesses - for two
weeks, where they will be mentored by Mind The
Bridge. The entrepreneurs showcased their tech proj-

ects to MIB’s management as well as Zain Kuwait’s
Chief Executive Officer Eaman Al-Roudhan, who in
return shared their business strategies and experiences
with them. The ZGI participants also met a number of
local entrepreneurs and discussed founder and success
stories together. 

The program also included classes and workshops
with Orrick legal advisory firm, which is the leading
legal firm in San Francisco and is considered the second

oldest company in the
city. Orrick is known for
providing world-class
legal advisory services
to the biggest tech com-
panies around the world,
including Facebook. 

The first phase of the
program, the ZGI boot
camp, lasted for over
two weeks at the com-
pany’s main headquar-
ters, where the partici-
pants learned about the

tech startup culture and workings from leading mentors
from Stanford University, IE Business school, entrepre-
neurs and regional and international venture capital
firms. Speakers included Fadi Ghandour - Founder of
Aramex, Mohammad Al-Hajeri - Chief Investment
Officer at Impulse International, Abdulaziz Al-Loughani

- cofounder and Managing Partner at Faith Capital,
Hasan Zainal - Partner at Arzan Venture Capital,
Abdulhameed Shararah - Founder and CEO of RiseUp,
Malek Osseiran - head of LinkedIn GCC, Matea
Malokanovic - Head of Marketing, Careem GCC,

Sammi Hasaan - Assistant General Manager at Careem,
Aby Sam Thomas - Editor in Chief of Entrepreneur ME,
as well as representatives from the Kuwait National
Fund For Small And Medium Enterprise Development,
and more. 
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Zain Great Idea entrepreneurs pose with company officials.
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KUWAIT: Ahmad Al-Jemaz with Anup Singh, Commercial Attache at the Indian Embassy during the open-
ing ceremony. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Minister of Commerce and Industry
Khaled Al-Roudhan said his ministry was working on a
set of business climate improvement laws, primarily a
bankruptcy and insolvency bill. Roudhan, who doubles
as Acting Minister of State for Youth Affairs, made the
remark during a press conference on the occasion of
Kuwait’s recent advance in Ease of Doing Business
Index 2018 (DB 2018).

The fresh package is chiefly pertinent to companies,
auditors and exchange of information, the minister said.
Kuwait’s advance to the 96th position in the index is not
enough since the ministry is seeking to put the State of
Kuwait in the first third of this list in just less than five
years, he added. The Permanent Committee for
Streamlining Business Environment;  Enhancing
Competitiveness in the State of Kuwait, led by Director-
General  of  Kuwait  Direct Investment Promotion
Authority (KDIPA) Sheikh Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, is working hard in this regard and has already
revised many laws in order to streamline the process of
establishing companies, he noted.

The Kuwaiti government has recently taken a pack-
age of reform steps with a view to improving the busi-
ness climate in the country, the minister boasted.  On his
part, Executive Director and Dean of the Board at the
World Bank Group Merza Hussain commended the

recent efforts by the Kuwaiti government to improve the
business climate in the country.

He also hailed Kuwait’s advance in the World Bank’s
Ease of Doing Business Index 2018 (DB 2018), pointing
to a close link between the investment and business
atmosphere quality and economic growth. He noted that
job creation in any country is mainly based on small and
medium-sized enterprises, which are mainly related to
the investment atmosphere and business climate.  

Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority
(KDIPA) had announced that the country witnessed

improvement in its position in the Ease of Doing
Business Index 2018 (DB 2018), released by the World
Bank Group, and in its Distance to Frontier (DTF)
score as well.

Kuwait’s rank in the Ease of Doing Index 2018
(DB2018), composes of ten topics that measure various
regulatory aspects of  the l i fecycle of  business,
advanced by six places to 96 out of 190 included in this
year’s report, compared to 102 in DB2017, holding the
eighth rank within the Arab countries, and maintaining a
leading sixth rank in the ‘Paying Taxes’ topic. — KUNA

Kuwait business
climate improvement
package in offing,
says minister

KUWAIT: Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI) said yesterday that the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) has praised the
Kuwaiti government’s efforts in tackling the impact
of the drop in global oil prices through containing
public spending.  According to a statement, the
chamber’s board member Dhirar Al-Ghanem made
the remarks after discussing Kuwait’s economic
policy with visiting IMF mission head Stephane
Roudet in the light of article four of the country’s
IMF membership.

During his talks, Ghanem said that the Chamber
of Commerce and Industry is targeting a strong pri-
vate sector that leads the path of economic devel-
opment efficiently according to state strategies
through equal opportunities, fair competition and
transparency.  Experts reviewed the IMF’s report on
Kuwait’s 2016 economic policy, which showed that
the non-oil sector witnessed 3.5 percent growth
due to the continuing rise in public spending, he
said. Ghanem also expected a 1.2 percent shrink in
Kuwait’s GDP in 2017. — KUNA

IMF hails Kuwait’s
economic policy
amid oil prices drop

KUWAIT: Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry board
members meet with the visiting IMF mission. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan (center) attends the press conference. — KUNA


