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TOKYO: US President Donald Trump ramped up his tough
rhetoric against North Korea when he arrived in Japan
yesterday, saying the United States and its allies are pre-
pared to defend freedom and “no dictator” should under-
estimate US resolve. Trump kicked off a 12-day Asian trip
and is looking to present a united front with Japan against
North Korea through meetings with Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe amid heightened tensions over Pyongyang’s nuclear
and missile tests. He told reporters on Air Force One en
route to Asia that North Korea would figure prominently
in discussions, and also singled out trade, which he said
had been “badly handled” in the region for years.

Trump has rattled some allies with his vow to “totally
destroy” North Korea if it threatens the United States and
with his dismissal of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un as
a “rocket man” on a suicide mission. A top aide said last
week Trump intends to tell Asian leaders the world is “run-
ning out of time” in dealing with the nuclear crisis on the
Korean peninsula. “No dictator, no regime, no nation
should ever underestimate American resolve,” Trump told
hundreds of cheering US and Japanese troops in camou-
flage uniforms gathered at Yokota Air Base, just west of
Tokyo, soon after he arrived.

“Every once in a while, in the past, they underestimated
us.  It was not pleasant for them, was it?” said Trump, who
wore a bomber jacket as he addressed the troops. North
Korea’s recent actions, including several missiles that flew
over Japan and Pyongyang’s sixth and largest nuclear test,

have raised the stakes in the most critical international
challenge of Trump’s presidency. Recent drills over South
Korea by two US strategic bombers have further height-
ened tensions.

“We will never yield, never waver and never falter in
defense of our freedom,” Trump said. He told reporters earli-
er on Air Force One that a
decision would be made
soon on whether to add
reclusive North Korea to a
list of state sponsors of ter-
rorism. Trump said his
administration planned to
take a different approach
after years of what he
termed “total weakness.”
“It’s a big problem for our
country and the world, and
we want to get it solved.”
In an apparent attempt to
distinguish between North
Korea’s leadership and ordinary people, he said he thought
North Koreans were “great people.” “And I hope it all works
out for everybody.”

Golf diplomacy
Abe told reporters before Trump’s arrival that he wel-

comed the visit as a chance to deepen bilateral ties by

building on the “friendship and trust” between the two
leaders, fostered by several meetings that included a round
of golf in Florida earlier this year. “I hope we will be able
to have thorough discussions about international issues,
including North Korea,” he said.

Trump and Abe greeted each other with a handshake at
a golf course to be used
during the 2020 Olympic
Games, changing clothes
and heading out to play
after what media said was
a lunch of hamburgers. In
an allusion to a Trump
campaign slogan, they
signed caps that said
“Donald and Shinzo Make
Alliance Even Greater.”
They discussed North
Korea and trade while
playing nine holes with
Hideki Matsuyama, the

world no. 3 pro golfer. A senior White House official said
the two leaders have developed a close bond since Trump
took office in January. 

“Playing golf with Prime Minister Abe and Hideki
Matsuyama, two wonderful people!” Trump tweeted. For his
part, Abe took to Twitter to say he played golf “with a mar-
velous friend (President Donald J. Trump) full of spirited

conversation.” The two leaders, and their wives, were having
an intimate dinner yesterday night. Trump, in brief remarks
at the upscale restaurant where they were to dine on grilled
Japanese premium beef, said US-Japan ties were closer
than ever. But he added: “We’ll have dinner tonight. I think
we’ll insult everybody by continuing to talk about trade.”

Trump also said he planned to meet Russian President
Vladimir Putin during his trip, the longest Asian tour by
any US leader since George HW Bush in 1992. “I think it’s
expected that we will meet,” he said. “We want Putin’s help
on North Korea.” Trump wants a united front with the
leaders of Japan and South Korea against North Korea
before he visits Beijing to make the case to Chinese
President Xi Jinping that he should do more to rein in
Pyongyang. Trade will factor heavily during Trump’s trip as
he tries to persuade Asian allies to agree to policies more
favorable to the United States, a point Trump emphasized.

A centerpiece of the trip will be a visit to the Asia
Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Danang,
Vietnam, where Trump will deliver a speech in support of
a free and open Indo-Pacific region, which is seen as
offering a bulwark in response to expansionist Chinese
policies. “One of the things we’re going to be very
focused on is trade because trade has not been done well
for 25 years by the United States with this part of the
world, with any part of the world,” he said on Air Force
One. “We’re going to be discussing reciprocal trade. Fair,
free but reciprocal,” he said.—Reuters

Don’t ‘underestimate’ US, Trump warns 
Trump arrives in Japan at start of 12-day Asia trip

MBS, reformist 
Crown Prince 
with firm vision
RIYADH: Since his emergence in
June as crown prince of the world’s
oil superpower, Mohammed Bin
Salman, 32, has set his sights firmly
on economic, social and religious
reforms in the ultraconservative
kingdom. The young and dynamic
prince, known by his initials MBS,
has already overseen the most fun-
damental cultural and economic
transformation in the modern his-
tory of the Gulf  state, half  of
whose 31-mill ion population is
aged under 25.

At an investor summit in late
October, MBS pledged a “moder-
ate” Saudi Arabia, long seen as an
exporter of a brand of puritanical
Islam espoused by jihadists world-
wide. “We will not spend the next
30 years of our lives dealing with
destructive ideas. 

We will destroy them today and
at once,” said the prince, who has
sidelined powerful clergy who have
long dominated public discourse in
Saudi Arabia. In September, a royal
decree said women would be
allowed to drive.  Some conserva-
tive clerics-who for years staunchly
opposed more social liberties for
women-have backpedalled and
come out in favor of the decree

allowing them to drive. Under the
crown prince, the kingdom is also
expected to lift a public ban on cin-
emas and has encouraged mixed-
gender celebrations-something
unseen before. The government has
also set up an Islamic centre tasked
with certifying the sayings of the
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) in a
stated bid to curb extremist texts.  

The government appears to have
clipped the wings of the once-
feared religious police-long
accused of harassing the public with
rigid Islamic mores-who have all but
disappeared from big cities. In tan-
dem with reforms, Prince
Mohammed has been shoring up
power and over the summer carried
out a wave of arrests in a crack-
down on dissenters, including influ-
ential clerics and some liberals who
could block his path.

Sweeping crackdown
On the business front, the prince

was named head of a new anti-cor-
ruption commission, established by
royal decree, late Saturday.
Immediately after, 11 princes,
including prominent bil l ionaire
Prince Al-Waleed Bin Talal, and
dozens of current and former minis-
ters were arrested, in a sweeping
crackdown seen as consolidating
the crown prince’s hold on power.
MBS is the architect of a wide-
ranging plan dubbed Vision 2030
to bring social and economic
change to Saudi Arabia’s oil-
dependent economy.

Among his most prominent posi-
tions is chairman of the Council of
Economic and Development Affairs,
which coordinates economic policy.
Mohammed also chairs a body
overseeing state oil giant Saudi
Aramco. 

He also holds the post of defense
minister more than two years into a
Saudi-led military intervention in
neighboring Yemen. In a dramatic
announcement on June 5,
Mohammed Bin Salman was named
to replace his cousin, Mohammed
bin Nayef, as heir to the Saudi
throne. He had been second-in-line
since early 2015. Born on August 31,
1985, MBS graduated in law from
Riyadh’s King Saud University, and
the dark-bearded prince with a
receding hairline is the father of two
boys and two girls. — AFP

Saudi under 
King Salman
RIYADH: King Salman has overseen
some important changes in Saudi Arabia
since he inherited the throne from his
elderly half-brother King Abdullah
nearly three years ago. Following the
arrest of dozens of figures including
princes, ministers and a top business
tycoon, here is a look back at some
developments during his reign.

Changes at the top  
On January 23, 2015 Salman takes

the throne at the age of 79 after the
death of Abdullah, aged about 90. He
makes key changes in the order of
succession, choosing his nephew
Mohammed bin Nayef as deputy
crown prince and promoting his son
Prince Mohammed Bin Salman to
defense minister. In June of this year,
he raises his son, aged 31, to the posi-
tion of crown prince, completing a
gradual removal of powers from
Mohammed bin Nayef.

War in Yemen
In March 2015, a Saudi-led military

coalition launches an air campaign to
prop up Yemen’s President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi against Shiite Houthi
rebels and their allies.  Coalition mem-
bers deploy troops in Yemen. Rights

groups have harshly criticized the coali-
tion for civilian casualties in its air strikes.

Rupture with Tehran   
In January 2016, Saudi Arabia exe-

cutes 47 people convicted of “terror-
ism”, mostly Sunnis linked to Al-Qaeda,
but also including prominent Shiite
cleric Nimr Al-Nimr. His execution stirs
a diplomatic crisis with regional rival
Iran. Riyadh breaks off diplomatic rela-
tions with Tehran after its embassy and
a consulate are attacked in the wake of
Nimr’s execution. 

Economic reform  
In April 2016, the Saudi govern-

ment approves a major reform plan
dubbed “Vision 2030”, aimed at diver-
sifying the oil-dependent economy.
The plan involves privatizing part of oil
giant Aramco and creating a $2 trillion
sovereign wealth fund. Since a mid-
2014 plunge in crude oil prices, Riyadh
has had to slash subsidies and delay
major projects. In December 2016, the
Saudi-led OPEC and other non-mem-
ber producers led by Russia agree to
slash crude output to boost prices.

Deals with Washington   
US President Donald Trump visits

Saudi Arabia in May 2017 on his first
foreign trip since taking office.
Washington and Riyadh announce
contracts worth more than $380 bil-
lion, including a $110 billion arms deal
aimed at countering perceived threats
from Iran and radical Islamists.

Qatar crisis   
In June 2017, Saudi Arabia and sev-

eral Gulf allies and Egypt sever diplo-
matic ties with Qatar, accusing it of
supporting “terrorists” and being too
close to Iran. They also take economic
measures against Doha, including
closing air and maritime links and seal-
ing the country’s only land border.
Qatar rejects the accusations.

More rights for women  
In December 2015, Saudi Arabia

opens up elections to women as both
candidates and voters for the first time.
In September this year, a royal decree
announces the end of a longstanding
ban on women driving as of June 2018.
The decree comes days after women
are allowed into a sports stadium for
the first time in the country’s history.
Authorities later say they will allow
women into several stadiums, long off
limits under strict gender segregation
rules. However Saudi women must still
obtain permission from a male family
member to study and travel. 

Crackdown   
In September, authorities arrest at

least 20 people, including prominent
clerics Salman Al-Awdah and Awad
Al-Qarni, in an apparent crackdown
on dissent. Prominent Saudi journalist
and writer Jamal Khashoggi says he
has been banned from writing in
Saudi-owned newspaper Al-Hayat,
apparently for defending the Muslim
Brotherhood in tweets.—AFP

TOKYO: US President Donald Trump (bottom left-back to camera) greets US troops after speaking during an event with US military personnel at Yokota Air
Base in Tokyo yesterday. —AFP 

North Korea
may be named 

a state sponsor
of terror

RIYADH: Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman attends the Future
Investment Initiative (FII)
conference in Riyadh. —AFP 


