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News in brief

Smog blankets Pakistan, India

ISLAMABAD: Smog has enveloped much of Pakistan and
neighboring India, causing highway accidents and respira-
tory problems, and forcing many residents to stay home,
officials said Saturday. Pakistani meteorologist Mohammad
Hanif said the pollution, caused by dust, the burning of
crops, and emissions from factories and brick kilns in
Pakistan and neighboring India, was expected to linger until
the middle of the month. He advised people to wear face
masks to protect themselves from respiratory ailments.
Mohammad Arshad, a highway police official, said at least
10 people were killed and 25 injured in road accidents
linked to poor visibility in various parts of the Punjab
province since Monday.  Authorities have advised people to
limit road travel. Average air pollution in Pakistan’s major
cities is about four times higher than the World Health
Organization limits. 

Renegade colonel surrenders 

GOMA: Congolese troops clashed with supporters a rene-
gade colonel in Congo’s eastern city of Bukavu yesterday
before he surrendered and turned himself in to UN peace-
keepers. Democratic Republic of Congo army spokesman
for South Kivu region, Dieudonne Kasereka, said by tele-
phone that clashes had started after police came to disarm
Colonel Abbas Kayonga, who was sacked from his post on
Thursday. However, Kayonga, a former rebel from a group
that had been disarmed and integrated into the Congolese
military, gave himself up at the local base for the UN mis-
sion to Congo. “He has just surrendered with 17 people at
the base of the mission,” Kasereka said, adding that there
had been some deaths and arrests but he did not yet have
the figures. 

Scottish minister resigns 

LONDON: A junior minister in Scotland’s government
resigned on Saturday after admitting “inappropriate
behavior”, as a sleaze scandal in British politics showed
no sign of abating. Childcare minister Mark McDonald
said in a statement that he apologized “unreservedly to
anyone I have upset or who might have found my behav-
ior inappropriate”. “Some of my previous actions have
been considered to be inappropriate-where I have
believed myself to have been merely humorous or
attempting to be friendly, my behavior might have made
others uncomfortable or led them to question my inten-
tions,” he said. A government spokesman confirmed
McDonald had tendered his resignation to First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon earlier Saturday. He is expected to
remain a lawmaker in the Scottish parliament, represent-
ing Sturgeon’s Scottish National Party in Aberdeen. 

Venezuela’s Guevara seeks refuge 

SANTIAGO: A top Venezuelan opposition lawmaker
on Saturday requested Chile’s protection after
Venezuela’s high court announced he would be
prosecuted on charges punishable by a decade in
prison. Freddy Guevara, the opposition-stacked
National Assembly’s number two official, sought
refuge at Chile’s embassy in Caracas after the pro-
government dominated Supreme Court’s announce-
ment Friday.  Chile’s foreign ministry said in a state-
ment that Guevara, 31, was received at the residence
of its ambassador “as a guest,” and that he “had
requested the protection of Chile” based on “what
he considers to be imminent threats to his security
and personal integrity.” 

HUE: Floods inundated swathes of central and south-
ern Vietnam yesterday in the wake of a typhoon that
left at least 27 dead just days before the region is due
to host the APEC summit of Asia-Pacific leaders.
Typhoon Damrey, the 12th major storm to hit Vietnam
this year, made landfall on Saturday with winds of up
to 90 km/h that damaged more than 40,000 homes,
knocked down electricity poles and uprooted trees.

The communist state’s Steering Committee for
Disaster Prevention said 27 people were now counted
dead and 22 were missing. It said 626 houses had col-
lapsed entirely in a trail
of destruction that has
forced the evacuation of
more than 30,000 peo-
ple. Heavy rain and high
winds lashed the coastal
strip yesterday. Some
streets in the ancient
capital of Hue were
waist deep in water
while in the old trading
town of Hoi An, another
popular tourist attrac-
tion, people boated in
the streets.

“This is the worst it has been for many years. The
waters rose very fast,” said Nguyen Thi Thuan, 64, sit-
ting on one chair and with her feet on another as
waters lapped around and into her clothes shop. The
national disaster agency forecast that rain would last
until Tuesday and that flooding could worsen. Battle
tanks were mobilized to help with rescue efforts in
Nha Trang, which bore the brunt of the typhoon.
Danang, where the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) summit is taking place this week,
is around 500 km to the north of Nha Trang. It also
suffered.

A gateway proclaiming “Welcome to Danang” col-

lapsed in the storm. “I call all officials, soldiers and cit-
izens of Danang city to come together and try their
best to clean up after the rains and welcome delegates
to APEC,” Huynh Duc Tho, chairman of Danang City’s
people committee said in a message to the city.
Danang will host US President Donald Trump from
Nov 10, as well as China’s Xi Jinping, Russia’s Vladimir
Putin and counterparts from other APEC members.

The storm moved from the coastal area into a key
coffee-growing region of the world’s biggest produc-
er of robusta coffee beans. The typhoon had damaged

some coffee trees at the
start of the harvest sea-
son, farm officials said.
But farmers in Daklak,
the heart of the region,
said the damage was
limited. The government
said on Saturday more
than 40,000 hectares of
crops had been dam-
aged, including sugar
cane, rice fields and
rubber plantations.
Floods killed more than
80 people in northern

Vietnam last month, while a typhoon wreaked havoc in
central provinces in September. The country of more
than 90 million people is prone to destructive storms
and flooding due to its long coastline. 

Floods kill 2 in Malaysia 
Separately, at least two people have been killed and

almost 2,000 evacuated after a storm triggered seri-
ous flooding yesterday in Malaysia’s Penang, with the
historic state capital under murky brown water. The
army was deployed to provide help after a torrential
downpour lasting for 15 hours sparked the worst inun-
dations in the northern state for years.  Many streets

in the capital George Town on Penang Island, a
UNESCO World Heritage site which attracts hordes of
foreign and domestic tourists, were submerged in
deep dirty water. Hundreds of houses across the state
were flooded, many trees toppled and roads sub-
merged, disaster officials said.

Penang Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng said 1,968
people were evacuated in four districts, most of them
on the mainland. The state is divided between the

island and several districts on the mainland. At least
two people were killed-one who drowned at home
and a second in an old folks’ home, state news agency
Bernama said. A hospital was also hit by the flooding,
prompting the evacuation of over 100 patients and
four babies. “We remain fearful that there may still be
untoward incidents because of the strong winds, the
like of which have never experienced before, and flash
floods might recur,” Lim said. —Agencies

Two dead, thousands flee as floods hit Malaysia’s Penang

Floods swamp Vietnam as 
typhoon death toll hits 27

Storm killed 
more than 80 

in October

DAK LAK, Vietnam: People walk through floodwaters on a highway in the central province of Dak Lak
brought by Typhoon Damrey.  —AFP

Thou shalt not kill: 
Philippine bishops’ 
‘prayer campaign’
MANILA: A top Catholic archbishop yesterday called
for Filipinos to choose peace over violence and end a
spate of drug-related killings that have divided the
nation.  Archbishop Socrates Villegas, president of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines, was
speaking as the church launched a new prayer cam-
paign to “heal the nation and stop the killings” in the
country. Philippine Catholic bishops have been step-
ping up opposition to killings blamed on a government
crack down on drugs. They are now asking the faithful
to pray with the rosary for 33 days until Dec. 8, an
important Catholic feast of the Immaculate
Conception.

The new campaign follows the 40-day ringing of
church bells and lighting of candles for thousands of
people killed in President Rodrigo Duterte’s 16-month
war on drugs. More than 3,900 Filipinos have been
killed in what the police called self-defense after armed
suspects resisted arrest.  Critics dispute that and say
executions are taking place, with zero accountability,
allegations the police reject. In a mass for families of
victims of drug-related killings, Villegas said that if the
killings continue “a curse awaits a nation that kills its
own people”.

Symbolically, the mass was held at the Catholic
shrine of Mary Queen of Peace which stands on the site
where nuns stopped soldiers from attacking mutineers
who overthrew dictator Ferdinand Marcos in 1986.
“Why do we applaud the killings?,” Villegas said in his
homily. “We chose violence instead of peace. We chose
lies instead of truth. We chose to laugh at obscenities
instead of correcting these. We chose to be silent than
to be involved.” Human rights lawyers, politicians, civil

society groups and opponents of the president joined
the families of victims in a religious procession after the
mass to the “People Power” monument, where they held
a cultural show. 

Harry Roque, presidential spokesman, said the gov-
ernment welcomed “constructive dissent” after hun-
dreds joined the religious activity condemning the
killings. “We reiterate that this administration does not
- and will never - condone extrajudicial and vigilante

killings,” Roque, a human rights lawyer, said in a state-
ment, adding police have been investigating more than
2,200 killings with drug-related motives.
“Accountability is essential to good government. The
president himself made a clear stance that any violation
committed by the police during operations would be
dealt with accordingly.” Roque asked Catholic bishops
to work closely with government on drug rehabilitation
and in its anti-drug campaign. —Reuters

Bataclan survivors’ 
tattoos show their 
pain and defiance
PARIS: Since she was “buried” under the dead and
dying at the Bataclan concert hall, Laura Leveque has
“carried 130 corpses” on her shoulders. “So I may as
well mark it,” she said. Like dozens of other survivors of
the November 13 Paris attacks, Leveque got herself tat-
tooed. “I was soaked in blood and flesh. The dead
seeped into me,” she said. But tattoos have helped the
32-year-old-who says that even two years after the
attack she still feels “in limbo”-to get her “body back
and transform the horror into something beautiful.”Now
Leveque carries a raven on her shoulder surrounded by
smaller tattoos of an eclipse, a snake biting its own tail
to symbolize the “cycle or life”, and “flowers growing
on a battlefield”. 

Three months after she survived the slaughter,
Nahomy Beuchet had the date of the attack and “Peace,
Love, Death Metal” tattooed on the inside of her arm.
That’s the title of an album by Eagles of Death Metal,
the Californian band who were onstage at the Bataclan
when the gunmen burst in and began the massacre of
90 people.  For the 21-year-old, for whom time is now
“a little abstract”, the tattoo is “a historical anchor”.

“This is my scar,” says Manon Hautecoeur of her lion
tattoo and the motto of Paris-”Fluctuat nec mergitur”

(Battered but not sunk) - which became a defiant slo-
gan after the attacks. “When you are ‘only’ psychologi-
cally hurt you feel you are not a victim because you
were not physically injured,” said the young woman,
who was close to the Petit Cambodge restaurant when
it was sprayed with bullets in one of the drive-by
attacks by jihadists that night that claimed an additional
39 lives.  David Fritz Goeppinger, who survived the
Bataclan, said he feels the same way. 

“I didn’t have a wound. I needed something,” the 25-
year-old said of his tattoo of the date in roman numer-

als. Alexandra, one of several survivors who preferred
to give only her first name, was shot in the elbow at the
Carillon bar opposite the Petit Cambodge.  She had
“Fluctuat nec mergitur” tattooed as close as she could
to the wound.  Ruben, who spent six months in hospital,
also had the motto tattooed on his arm. “Without hav-
ing a big sign saying, ‘I was at the Bataclan,’ I wanted to
mark it,” he said.

“Being tattooed is a way of getting yourself a new
skin, metamorphosing,” said David le Breton, a sociolo-
gist who specializes in body art. It allows people “to
reclaim what happened, to honor those who died and
the emotional impact of having passed so close to
death.” Often the tattoos also mark “inner scars”, he
added. Stephanie Zarev, 44, had a phoenix tattooed on
her arm where she was hit by shrapnel, to show that
“despite the horror of that night, there’s lots to live for.”

‘Illuminate my wounds’ 
Sophie took two bullets in her leg and now cannot

move her foot. She covered her thigh with a huge
Mexican Day of the Dead “Catrina” skeleton lady,
adding a sunflower tattoo on her foot. “I did not want
to sublimate my wounds, I wanted to illuminate” them,
the 33-year-old said. Maureen, who has been working
on a photo book on the tattoos with the Life for Paris
survivors group, took her time before deciding to get
one herself on her side. 

It reads, “Survive: to be reborn, to grow and to die
later.” Floriane Beaulieu will never forget how lucky
she was to get out of the Bataclan, which was why she
went for a four-leaf clover, a dove and “the word ‘hope’
written inside an infinity sign”. “It was Friday the 13th,
there were 13 of us in the mosh pit in front of the stage,
and we all got out alive,” recalled Ludmila Profit, 24,
who had the number tattooed inside a clover leaf
behind her ear. She added a musical note and “the
word fuck, to say ‘Fuck the terrorists’” to show her
pride and defiance “at being able to live for those who
are no longer here.” —AFP

MANILA: Catholic nuns participate in a healing protest in Manila yesterday.  —AFP
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