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Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa,
Kuwait’s idyllic resort was recently
crowned Kuwait’s Leading Business

Hotel for 2017 at the World Travel
Awards, the third major award for the
Hotel this year. This latest award, voted
by travel and trade professionals, busi-
ness and leisure travelers around the
world, follows industry recognition for
Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa as

the Best Business
Hotel at the 2017
Business Traveler
Middle East Awards
and Leading Luxury
Business Hotel at the
2017 World Luxury
Hotel Awards.

General Manager,
Savino Leone, who

received the award at the Gala event in
Dubai, said: “We are committed to offer-
ing our guests world-class facilities and
signature services. Our approach to hos-
pitality, with our ‘Stay Different’ promise,
make this Hotel the premium destination
for the business travelers and leisure
guests. To receive this accolade from the
business segment is a tribute to the com-
mitment and dedication of our team and
reaffirms Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel
& Spa’s positioning as the preferred
choice for international, regional and
local corporate and business executives. I
would like to thank all our colleagues for
their continued support and hard work to
ensure we continue excelling across all
levels of service.” 

Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa
has state-of-the-art conference and ban-
queting facilities, making it the leading
venue for meetings and events in the
country. Starting with the biggest ball-
room in town, Badriah, to the two meet-

ing halls measuring 405 square meters
each and the five break-out rooms, the
luxurious landmark offers flexible versa-
tile venues hosting the most prestigious
events and exhibitions. A dedicated and
fully trained team is on hand to ensure
business meetings and conferences are a
memorable success. In addition, the
Hotel’s 316 well-appointed rooms, 78ser-
viced apartments with the fully-equipped
Health and Fitness Club ensure Jumeirah
Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa is the per-
fect destination for regional and interna-
tional corporate travelers.

The Sheraton Kuwait, a Luxury
Collection Hotel has been chosen
Kuwait’s Leading Hotel at the World

Travel Awards Middle East Gala Ceremony
during the event which took place at the
Armani Hotel Dubai on 29 October 2017. This
prestigious award was received by Mazen
Mhanna, Cluster Director of Sales and
Marketing of Sheraton Kuwait and the Four
Points by Sheraton Kuwait. 

Dubbed as “The Oscars of the Travel
Industry” The World Travel Award is the trav-
el industry’s leading awards program and the
benchmark for excellence in the hospitality
business globally. The award giving body has
bestowed Sheraton Kuwait numerous awards
in the past years; for the 7th time in a row as
Kuwait’s Leading Hotel and twice as Kuwait’s
Leading Business Hotel which brings more
prestige to the hotel.  

Continuing to be a pioneer in the hospitali-
ty industry, providing the widest selection of
accommodation and taking pride in setting up
the finest culinary offerings in the country.
Since its inception in 1966, the Sheraton
Kuwait continues to uphold its consistent
finest standards of hospitality, best quality
services and promoting the pathway to pre-
senting the most luxurious of standards
throughout the country. These services has
been extended bringing it closer to our
patrons by branching out where they can shop
and experience luxury dining right in the
premises of Kuwait’s largest shopping mall -
the Avenues Mall.

Fahed Abushaar - General Manager of
Sheraton Kuwait stated “We are extremely
honored to receive such a prestigious award
for the seventh time, emphasizing the excep-
tional professionalism and care that our team
continues to deliver. With over 50 years of
excellence and a year of being under the
Marriott International, we are confident that
our commitment of service excellence will be
kept with the highest standard.

Jumeirah Messilah Beach 
Hotel & Spa crowned Kuwait’s

Leading Business Hotel 

Sheraton Kuwait wins ‘Kuwait’s 
Leading Hotel 2017’ award 

It took less than a week for two-time Oscar winner Kevin Spacey to go
from admired stage, TV and film star to a pariah, under investigation by
the police and fired from his Emmy-winning role in “House of Cards.”

Here’s a look at key developments in his still-unfolding case.

BLOCKBUSTER CLAIM
Sunday, Oct 29
In an interview with BuzzFeed, actor Anthony
Rapp said he attended a party at Spacey’s New
York apartment in 1986, when he was 14. At the
end of the night, an inebriated Spacey picked
him up, placed him on his bed, and climbed on
top of him, Rapp said. Rapp said the 26-year-old
was holding him down tightly, but he was able to
get away and left the apartment. Rapp said he
was inspired to come forward in the wake of
allegations swirling around Harvey Weinstein.

APOLOGY... AND MORE
Monday, Oct 30
Spacey posted on Twitter that he didn’t remem-
ber the Rapp encounter. “But if I did behave
then as he describes, I owe him the sincerest
apology for what would have been deeply inap-
propriate drunken behavior,” he said. Spacey,
who has fiercely protected his private life, had never disclosed his sexuality
before but said Rapp’s story encouraged him to speak and he came out as a
gay man. Many observers thought it was an odd time for Spacey to address
his sexuality or was even an attempt to deflect blame.

ONLINE FIRESTORM
All day, Spacey faced condemnation from gay activists and fellow perform-
ers, including actor Zachary Quinto, comedian Wanda Sykes and musician
Lance Bass, as well as the gay rights group GLAAD. Netflix and the “House
of Cards” producer, Media Rights Capital, announced the show would end
after the conclusion of season six (though they added that such a decision
had been made before the allegations) and some show executives arrived in
Baltimore, where the series is shot, to make sure actors and crew “continue
to feel safe and supported.”

ANOTHER ALLEGATION
Tuesday, Oct 31
Mexican actor Roberto Cavazos wrote on his Facebook page that he
encountered Spacey at the bar of London’s Old Vic Theatre, where Spacey
was artistic director from 2004-15, and the actor tried to fondle him against
his will. “It was more common for this guy, when he was in the bar of his
theater, grabbing whoever caught his attention,” Cavazos wrote. “I didn’t
stand for it, but I know some people who were afraid to stop it.” In a state-
ment, the Old Vic expressed “deep dismay” at the sexual assault allegations
and said “inappropriate behavior by anyone working at The Old Vic is com-
pletely unacceptable.” Spacey did not respond to requests for comment.
Tuesday’s episode of the NBC drama “This Is Us,” which had initially
referred to a Spacey film, was reedited to replace him with Christian Bale.

‘TOXIC’ SET
Thursday, Nov 2
CNN reported that eight current or former “House of Cards” workers
claimed that Spacey made the production a “toxic” workplace and one ex-
employee alleged the actor sexually assaulted him. CNN reported that all of
the people described Spacey’s behavior as predatory. The report accused
Spacey of allegedly targeting staffers who were typically young and male
with nonconsensual touching and crude comments. More fallout came when
Spacey’s talent agency Creative Arts Agency said it was no longer repre-
senting Spacey, and his publicist also parted ways with the actor.

DEEPENING CRISIS
Friday, Nov 3
London police said they had begun investigating an alleged 2008 sexual
assault reportedly linked to Spacey. The Sun newspaper said the new allega-
tion comes from a man who was in his early 20s at the time. In America,
Netflix said it would cut all ties with Spacey, and will not be involved with any
further production of “House of Cards” that includes him. The company also
said it will not release the film “Gore,” starring Spacey, which was in post-pro-
duction. In another blow to Spacey’s wallet, a Dutch business forum canceled
his headline appearance at their conference Nov 29 in Rotterdam. — AP 

At Vietnam’s Old Flames market, curious cus-
tomers peruse love letters and pick through
perfumes, candles and clothes-relics from

failed relationships put on sale by forlorn lovers.
Entrepreneurial exes meet once a month, bringing
their baggage-emotional and literal-to a convert-
ed cottage on a leafy Hanoi street to find a new
home for items they can no longer bear to be
looked at.  It’s also a means of moving on. 

“(After a breakup) I’m very sad, I can’t drink
or eat... but after a while I pick myself up. The
past is in the past,” said Phuc Thuy, 29, who was
selling clothes, purses and even a tube of tooth-
paste she acquired during a former romance. The
market has steadily grown since it opened in
February, especially among Vietnam’s social-
media obsessed youth, unabashed about sharing
intimate details of their everyday lives. 

“Young people are more open-minded and
they want to share deeply and widely to over-
come pain, without suffering alone,” said founder
Dinh Thang, as a visitor strummed love songs on a
guitar nearby.  

He started the market after a few bitter breakups
left him with unwanted paraphernalia from a now
extinguished passion. He proudly displays love let-
ters, heart-strewn birthday cards and sentimental

scrapbooks from his ex as a reminder that such mem-
orabilia need not be painful forever.

He’s also opened the doors to vendors selling new
items, and is planning to duplicate the concept in
Vietnam’s commercial capital Ho Chi Minh City next

year. For those who haven’t quite reached Thang’s
stage of emotional post-breakup enlightenment, he’s
set up a message board to pen notes to exes. “To all
my ex-lovers, I’m sorry because I feel like we never
really knew each other,” read one remorse-tinged
message. Another was more succinct: “I’M FINE!!!”

Taboo breakups 
Thang hopes the market will make the topic of

breakups less taboo in Vietnam, a conservative com-
munist nation of 93 million where just a generation
ago arranged marriages were more common. Social

attitudes have changed as the country has
become increasingly globalised and as its vast
young population-more than 50 percent of the
country is under age 30 — embrace western
dating norms. That includes internet dating. 

“Many young people meet online, date
online and break up online,” said Bui Manh
Tien, Youth Program Officer at United Nations
Population Fund in Vietnam. Today, men and
women are waiting longer to get married and
divorce rates are also ticking up, according to
official figures. 

“We don’t want to give up our freedom too
early and get tied to family responsibility when
we’re young, we want to enjoy life before get-
ting married,” Tien, 25, added. For some, the

Old Flames market is simply a place to make new
connections, romantic or otherwise. “I came here to
meet people and to see the goods, explore why they
used to be a very beautiful memory,” said Tieu Khuy,
before picking up a used copy of Jane Austen’s
“Pride and Prejudice”. — AFP 

The swift unraveling 
of Kevin Spacey in 
less than a week

In this April 27, 2015 file
photo, Kevin Spacey arrives
at the Q&A Screening of
“The House Of Cards” at the
Samuel Goldwyn Theater in
Beverly Hills. — AP  

Heartache for sale at 
Vietnam’s ex-lovers market

A man strums the
guitar as others 
look through items
for sale at a 
once-a-month ex
lover’s market 
in Hanoi. 
— AFP photos 

A market for
paraphernalia

from extinguished
passions

People visiting the ex lover’s market in Hanoi look for items only on display and which
belong to the owner of the market.A love letter on display at the ex lover’s market.

Fahed Abushaar
General Manager of

Sheraton Kuwait


