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KUWAIT: An State Audit Bureau report showed that
Kuwait lost $8.5 billion as a result of suspending oil pro-
duction at the Khafji and Wafra oilfields, explaining that
estimated losses at the former were $6.1 billion and $2.3
billion at the latter till Dec 31, 2016. The bureau explained
that Kuwait Gulf Oil Company (KGOC) was responsible
for suspending the joint
operations and operation
losses at Khafji were $1.1
billion, in addition to
$685.7 million at Wafra. 

The report added that
KGOC also suffered fur-
ther losses due to sus-
pending the 3-D seismic
surveying project that had
already cost KD 22 mil-
lion, in addition to can-
celling 13 other projects in
Wafra during 2016 with a
total cost of KD 6.4 mil-
lion and laying off 290 technical employees from Khafji
and 211 from Wafra. “The closure will have a negative
impact on Kuwait Petroleum Corporation’s reputation,”
warned the report, noting that KGOC had contacted both
governments of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia to discuss the
suspension in view of partners’ insistence on suspending
production. 

In addition, the report said the cost of providing med-
ical care to Khafji employees was $13.4 million despite the
reduction in staff, after laying off 79 workers following the
suspension of production. Moreover, the report said that
the contractor hired to build and maintain the company’s
new headquarters in Ahmadi at a total cost of $35.7 million
delayed building temporary accommodations to house
company employees, which delayed commencing con-
struction works at the main building. 

The report also noted that national workers in main
office contracts had dropped to 2.2 percent (only 3 out of
134), which is far below the minimum of 25 percent
required. It also showed that only KD 1.5 million had been
spent on environmental projects instead of KD 5.7 million
as agreed upon with the Environment Public Authority
(EPA). The report showed that achievement ratios in proj-
ects such as a pipeline to transport Kuwait’s share of liqui-
dated gas were far below planned expectations, which had
predicted concluding the project on July 30, 2017. 

Revenues dropped
Another State Audit Bureau report showed that rev-

enues collected by the Ministry of Communications for the
fiscal year 2016-2017 dropped by 70.5 percent. The

report added that expenses, on the other hand, had
increased by 3.1 percent and that the bureau failed to cal-
culate the final statement because of delay in handing it
over to the concerned bodies, which is a violation of arti-
cles 38 and 41 of decree number 31/1978 pertaining the
rules of making budgets. 

The report said that the most significant remark was
related to failure to issue e-collection receipts on paying

fines using K-Net at the
air transport department,
of a total value of KD 332
million. The report also
noted that both depart-
ments and individual
employees given leased
vehicles to use during
official working hours
failed to return them
when they were on leave. 

No definition
A third State Audit

Bureau report showed
that the Public Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW) has
292 vacancies and that the authority’s technical office had
appointed 15 heads of department, three directors and five
managers without defining the departments they ran,
which is a violation of the authority’s structural organiza-
tion. The report also explained that actual revenues made
by the authority had increased by 126 percent compared
to estimated revenues of KD 2.41 million, by earning KD
3,039,000. 

In addition, the report showed that the authority made
remarkable achievement in cutting down the time needed
to connect power to sectors N1 and N3 in Jaber Al-Ahmed
City from 730 to only 180 days, which is a good thing for
citizens waiting for their housing units. On the other hand,
the report said the authority failed to hand over project
land to contractors without any impediments, which forced
it to refund all delay fines to one of the contractors. 

Credit Bank
Meanwhile, the State Audit Bureau report about the

Credit Bank’s actual revenues said that it earned KD 3.71
million, with 4.2 percent increase in the fiscal year 2016-
2017. The report added that actual expenses were 29.3
percent less than estimated. The report added that the
bank’s net profits were KD 59,790,000, an increase of KD
17 million, to be added to the bank’s general reserves. 

Early-detection 
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW) formed a

supreme committee to follow up preparations for the rainy
season. The committee will be headed by undersecretary

Awatif Al-Ghunaim. MPW said in a statement that all
underpasses will be provided with early-detection alarm
systems to monitor water levels in them and avoid flood-
ing, like what happened last year. Ghunaim said the com-
mittee discussed preparations that had started in August
as well as ways to handle any emergencies. She added that
preparations were being done in collaboration with vari-
ous bodies such as MoI, the National Guard, the Civil
Defense and the Cabinet’s committee for following up
security-related decisions. 

Ghunaim added that the early-detection systems would
send warning notices to a control room if water levels
reach 30 cm in any underpass. The same notice is sent to
MoI so that warning messages can be sent to all road
users to avoid flooded tunnels. She added that prepara-
tions include cleaning all drainage systems, manholes and
pipelines draining excess water into the sea. 

Kuwait Airways 
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of

State for Economic Development Hind Al-Sabeeh said a
study by McKinsey recommended considering restruc-
turing Kuwait Airways Corporation (KAC). Responding

to a parliamentary inquiry by MP Osama Al-Shaheen,
Sabeeh said a report on an IATA study made in 2013-
2014 had recommended restructuring KAC with the
process of privatizing it. She added that KAC’s board
of directors had taken the IATA study into considera-
tion and that it is being fully assessed and updated
according to new changes as a five-year first phase
with a total cost of KD 469,000. She added that the
second phase will cost KD 3,005,000 to implement the
recommendations.

Responding to a question about the reason for pur-
chasing planes, reselling them and then leasing the same
planes, Sabeeh said that this was standard procedure used
by various airlines with the aim of cutting capital expenses
and distributing financial operational risks between leased
and owned assets, with the ultimate goal of providing
enough liquidity and making more revenues.  

Lease contracts
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Anas Al-

Saleh said that 136 lease contracts by government bodies
to rent buildings since 2013 until the end of 2017 with a
total cost of KD 14 million were cancelled.
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KUWAIT: A picture taken from Kuwait Gulf Oil Company’s website showing a part of the
Khafji joint operations.

Assembly panel
rejects screening
foreigners at airport

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Head of the National Assembly’s
Legal and Legislative Committee MP Al-
Humaidi Al-Subaie said that the panel
rejected a draft law calling to screen for-
eigners on their entry at the airport saying
it breaches the constitution. Subaie also
said the panel rejected another draft law
calling to bar the entry of those who make
religious abuses, saying that it is not in line
with the country’s law and is incomplete.

The legal and legislative committee’s
duty is to ensure that draft laws and pro-
posals submitted by lawmakers are in line
with the constitution and other Kuwaiti

laws before sending it to the concerned
committee for discussion.

Subaie said that the bill on foreigners is
incomplete and objectionable since it
includes every expatriate who arrives at
Kuwait Airport
like investors,
tourists and
normal visitors.
He said there
are United
Nations laws
that prohibit
such screening
for all and that
it contradicts
with the
Kuwaiti consti-
tution and laws.

He said the panel may have approved it
had it only covered certain groups of
expatriates like laborers or those coming
from an infected country but it cannot be
applied to all since it could have the suspi-

cion of discrimination. The other draft law
wants that all those who abuse the
Almighty, the companions and wives of the
Prophet (PBUH) be barred from entering
Kuwait. Subaie said the bill is incomplete

since it does
not include
a b u s i n g
prophets and
that is why
the commit-
tee rejected
it. MP Riyadh
Al-Adasani
m e a n wh i l e
said that the
c o u n t r y ’ s
finances and
its assets

abroad are in good shape, quashing reports
that Kuwait’s fiscal reserves abroad dropped
from $592 billion last year to just $528 billion
this year. The lawmaker said that reports
about losses of the Kuwaiti assets are untrue.

Japanese embassy, 
EPA, KEPS organize
‘Operation Turtle’ 
beach cleanup  
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The Japanese Embassy in cooperation with
Kuwait Environment Public Authority (EPA) and
Kuwait Environment Protection Society (KEPS)
organized a beach cleanup yesterday in Kuwait City.
The beach cleanup program completed 17 years since
its launch in 2000. “We have been organizing this pro-
gram to help Kuwait clean its coastline,” said Takashi
Ashiki, Japanese Ambassador to Kuwait. “We named
this program ‘Operation Turtle’ because we love sea
turtles. Kuwait has many species of sea turtles which
need protection and clean waters to live in.”

The event, according to the Japanese envoy, was a
project that emerged from the previous environmen-
tal projects with Kuwait. The Japanese community
consisting of around 300 people usually volunteer in
such initiatives. “We have been cleaning the beaches
of Kuwait for 17 years, it may be less in scale but it
certainly has a huge impact,” said the envoy. “Such
projects must continue and must be supported by
everyone. Our community through this service shows
its respect and gratitude towards Kuwait. This coun-
try is our second home; they are generous and hos-
pitable people.”

Japan is the largest supplier of vehicles to this part
of the world, and for that, the Japanese envoy has
been very grateful for the trust and confidence
bestowed to Japanese car makers. “We conquered
more than 60 percent of the car markets in the Gulf
and we thank Kuwaitis and residents for trusting in
our brands,” the envoy noted. 

KUWAIT: Japanese Ambassador to Kuwait Takashi Ashiki poses with participants in the
beach cleanup. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaie

Volunteers participate in the beach cleanup.

Dramatic drop in
traffic violations

KUWAIT: New traffic regulations have helped reduce
the number of no-parking violations from an average of
4,000 a day to 150, the Interior Ministry’s General
Traffic Department said yesterday. Traffic police started
two weeks ago to impound for two months a vehicle
whose driver parks in no parking zones, is caught driv-
ing while using a mobile phone, in case the driver or
passenger are not fastening the seatbelt while the car is
moving, or in case a motorcyclist is caught driving with-
out wearing a helmet. These new measures have helped
dramatically drop the number of violations committed
by motorists, Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs
Major General Fahad Al-Shuwayie said.

Phone services
at book fair
KUWAIT: The 42nd Kuwait international book fair will
introduce automated queries and smartphones services
to the visitors, said an official Friday. Director of
Kuwait’s International Book Fair Saad Al-Enezi said that
the new services, available on iOS and Android systems,
will help visitors to best navigate their way through the
book fair, held on November 15-25 featuring some 482
publishers from 30 nations and 11,000 titles. He indicat-
ed that printed indexing services would be available
during the fair, which has an additional 50 new publish-
ers participating for the first time. —KUNA

Kuwait awarded
at ‘Media Mondial’
CAIRO: Assistant Undersecretary of the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Information for Radio Affairs Sheikh Fahad
Mubarak Al-Sabah said his country dominated the
award ceremony of the Sixth Cairo Artworks and Media
Mondial.  Kuwait has won 45 gold, silver and bronze
medals, thus grabbing the lead from 18 other countries
participating in the event, he said at the closing ceremo-
ny on Friday night. —KUNA

Kuwait participates in
Australian ceremony
CANBERRA: Kuwait took part yesterday in a ceremony
marking 99th anniversary of the Armistice which ended
the First World War (1914-18), held at the Australian War
Memorial site in the Capital Canberra.  Kuwaitís
Ambassador to Australia Najeeb Al-Bader participated
in Remembrance Day ceremony on behalf of Kuwait by
laying a wreath at the memorial site.  Ambassador Bader
described the celebration, saying it is an important day
for the Australians where they pause for the 99th time to
remember over 60,000 Australians who have never
returned. —KUNA

Bill breaches
the constitution


