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News in brief

Muslim recruits abused 

WASHINGTON: A US Marine Corps drill instructor was
sentenced Friday to 10 years in prison for abusing more than
a dozen Muslim recruits, one of whom died in 2016, US
media reported. Gunnery Sergeant Joseph Felix was con-
victed a day earlier of maltreatment of the recruits during
their basic training at the Parris Island, South Carolina base.
An jury of eight fellow servicemen and women considered
Felix, an Iraq war veteran, the most to blame of six instruc-
tors who ordered and participated in extreme hazing of the
recruits, taunting them as terrorists. Two of them were
forced into industrial-sized clothes dryers and in one case
the machine was turned on when they did not renounce their
faith. One of the recruits, Raheel Siddiqui died after a plunge
over a third-story railing in March 2016 after enduring days
of hazing worse than the normal high-pressure treatment
given recruits. The Marines called his death a suicide. 

Drone hits Al-Shabab 

MOGADISHU: The United States military said yesterday it
has carried out a new drone strike against the al-Shabab
extremist group in Somalia, killing “several” militants. A
statement by the US Africa Command said the strike was
carried out Friday night in Lower Shabelle region, about 20
miles north of the capital, Mogadishu. It came a day after
another strike in the Bay Region, about 100 miles west of
Mogadishu. Friday’s airstrike was the 23rd the US military
has carried out this year against the Al-Qaeda-linked al-
Shabab and the far smaller Islamic State group in Somalia.
The Trump administration earlier this year approved
expanded military operations against extremists in the Horn
of Africa nation.  The latest US drone strike was carried out
in coordination with Somalia’s government, the US state-
ment said. Al-Shabab, the deadliest Islamic extremist group
in Africa, has been blamed for the massive truck bombing in
Mogadishu last month that killed more than 350 people. 

Crocodile snatches child 

MANILA: A 12-year-old girl is missing after being
attacked by a crocodile on the Philippine island of Palawan,
police said yesterday, just weeks after a similar incident in
the region popular with foreign tourists. The girl was fetch-
ing water in a heavily-forested area of the island Thursday
when a crocodile dragged her away in front of her horrified
siblings, a police report said. A search is underway but the
coast guard and police are yet to find any sign of the child.
It marks the second crocodile attack in Palawan in less than
a month. A woman, also fetching water, was bitten in
October but managed to escape after her niece drove the
crocodile away by throwing rocks, police said. The western
island of Palawan, often called the Philippines’ “last fron-
tier”, is one of the few areas in the country where saltwater
crocodiles are still common after hunting and habitat loss. 

Farm worker kicks cows

OKEECHOBEE: An undercover video that purports to
show workers kicking cows in the head and hitting them
with metal rods has prompted authorities to open a
criminal investigation at one of Florida’s largest dairy
farms. Okeechobee County Sheriff Noel Stephen said
during a news conference Thursday that he assigned an
investigator to the case involving Larson Dairy. And
Florida-based Publix supermarkets announced it has
suspended milk deliveries from Larson, adding in a state-
ment the company is “shocked” by the treatment of
cows. Publix said it has contacted the Florida
Department of Agriculture about the alleged abuse. In a
statement the company said, “we are disturbed by the
images and shocked by the cruelty toward animals.” The
video was shot by an investigator with Animal Recovery
Mission, a Miami Beach-based animal cruelty group,
who began working at the dairy in August.  

GAZA: Tens of thousands of Palestinians gathered in
Gaza yesterday to commemorate the death of veteran
leader Yasser Arafat in the first such memorial in the
Hamas-run territory since 2007. The anniversary event
was billed as a show of national unity after the
Islamists of Hamas struck a reconciliation agreement
last month with the rival Fatah movement founded and
led by Arafat until his death in 2004. 

The deal, which is supposed to see Hamas cede civil
control of Gaza to the Palestinian Authority led by cur-
rent Fatah leader
Mahmud Abbas by
December 1, could end
years of bitter division
between the rival fac-
tions. Tens of thousands
of people from across
the Gaza Strip poured
into Saraya Square in
Gaza City from early
morning, hours before
the keynote speeches
were due to be deliv-
ered. Organizers said
more than 100,000
people were in attendance. Participants waved
Palestinian flags and placards calling for unity, as well
as pictures of both Arafat and Abbas. 

In a pre-recorded speech broadcast on large
screens, Abbas, who has not visited Gaza since his
allies were thrown out by Hamas in 2007, hailed his
predecessor’s legacy. “Our Palestinian people, who
have always loved you as a great leader, still have that
love, respect and loyalty.” Abbas said the Palestinians
were pushing ahead to seal reconciliation and to

achieve Arafat’s “dream... for freedom, sovereignty and
independence on our Palestinian national soil”. “There
is no state in Gaza and there is no state without Gaza,”
he said, stressing that the Palestinian people were
“united” and “refuse divisions”.

Gaza is waiting
Participants at the rally also said the event under-

lined the need, now more than ever, for Palestinians to
unite. “Today is a day for loyalty, unity and reconcilia-

tion. We say to the pres-
ident and the govern-
ment: Your sons in Fatah
are waiting for your sup-
port of Gaza,” said 20-
year-old Shukri Antar.
Rania Barbekh, 50, who
was carrying a Fatah flag
and a picture of Abbas,
said she and her son had
arrived at the square at
7 am from their home in
Khan Yunis in the south
of the Gaza Strip. “We
are all with Abu Ammar,”

she said, referring to Arafat by his Arabic nickname.
“From this festival, we want Fatah and Hamas to unite
against the enemy.” Hamas seized control of Gaza in a
near civil war with Fatah in 2007 amid bitter recrimi-
nations over the Islamists’ landslide victory in parlia-
mentary elections the previous year.

The last commemoration in the territory of Arafat’s
death was held just months afterwards and ended in
clashes between the rival factions. Fatah has held other
events in Gaza since 2007, including a major celebra-

tion in 2013, but Hamas has often suppressed its activi-
ties. On Thursday, several thousand people attended a
smaller Arafat anniversary event in Gaza organized by
Fatah. On Friday, hundreds of people took part in a
“national unity marathon” organized by the Palestine

Athletic Federation to support reconciliation between
the rival factions. Tawfiq Abu Naim, head of Hamas’s
internal security forces in Gaza, said he had instructed
them to protect and support yesterday’s commemora-
tion, which he described as a “festival of unity”. —AFP

A show of national unity after Fatah-Hamas deal

Thousands commemorate 
Arafat in Hamas-run Gaza

Abbas hails his 
predecessor’s 
legacy, dream

GAZA: Fatah supporters wave the party flag as they take part in a rally in Gaza City marking the death
anniversary of late Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. —AFP

US, Saudi accuse 
Iran over Yemen 
missile launch
DUBAI: Both Saudi Arabia and the US now accuse Iran of
supplying ballistic missiles to Shiite rebels in Yemen,
including one that targeted the kingdom’s capital of Riyadh
and its international airport. Here’s what is known:

The Yemen crisis
Yemen, the Arab world’s poorest country, sits on the

southern tip of the Arabian Peninsula, bordering Saudi
Arabia and Oman. It looks out onto the Gulf of Aden and
the Red Sea. Shiite rebels known as Houthis seized the
capital, Sanaa, in September 2014. A Saudi-led coalition
began battling the Houthis and their allies in September
2015 on behalf of Yemen’s internationally recognized gov-
ernment. The war has killed more than 10,000 civilians and
pushed millions of Yemenis to the brink of famine.

Iran ‘offers missiles’
A top US Air Force general in the Mideast on Friday

alleged that missiles fired by the Houthis bore “Iranian
markings,” without elaborating or offering pictures. Saudi
Arabia’s Ministry of Culture and Information later sent
military briefing material to The Associated Press show-
ing what they allege to be part of a Houthi Burkan, or
“Volcano,” ballistic missile. Writing on the side matched
an image of an Iranian Qiam missile. The markings on the
alleged Houthi missile also largely matched an AP photo-
graph of a Qiam missile on display in Iran on Sept 21,
2012, areas of which read “CLAMP HERE” and “SUP-
PORT HERE.” Another image offered by the Saudis
showed the base of the rocket, which resembled that of
the Qiam. The US Air Force’s Central Command on
Saturday declined to discuss the Saudi military briefing
papers, though the image of part of the Burkan bore US
declassification codes.

What does Iran say?
Iran long has denied offering any arms to the Houthis. It

has yet to specifically respond to the US general’s com-
ments. However, Mehdi Taeb, an influential hard-line cleric
who is a brother to the intelligence chief of the hard-line

Revolutionary Guard, said in April that Iran tried three
times to send missiles to Yemen. The Guard, answerable
only to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, oversees
Iran’s missile program.

Has Iran been accused?
The US Navy’s 5th Fleet, based in Bahrain, repeatedly

has accused Iran of running armaments into Yemen. It
points to seizures over a four-week period in early 2016,
when coalition warships stopped three dhows, traditional
ships that ferry cargo through the Gulf. The dhows car-
ried thousands of Kalashnikov assault rifles, as well as
sniper rifles, machine guns, rocket-propelled grenade
launchers, anti-tank missiles and other weapons. One
dhow carried 2,000 new assault rifles with serial num-
bers in sequential order, suggesting they came from a
national stockpile, according to the London-based group
Conflict Armament Research. The rocket-propelled
grenade launchers also bore hallmarks of being manufac-
tured in Iran, the group said.

Conflict Armament Research, with the permission of the
United Arab Emirates’ elite Presidential Guard, also exam-
ined seized drones used by the Houthis and their allies to

crash into Patriot missile batteries in Saudi Arabia.
Destroying Patriot missile batteries allows the rebels to fire
missiles into Saudi Arabia without interference, and costs
the kingdom millions of dollars to repair and replace. While
the Houthis say they manufacture the drones themselves,
the research group said the drones share “near-identical
design and construction characteristics” of Iranian drones.

Getting missiles into Yemen
Saudi military briefing material sent to the AP alleged

Iran smuggled weapons into Yemen by boat and truck. The
material offered one set of images showing a truck with a
false bottom that the Saudis said ferried weapons into the
country. There haven’t been any major seizures of arms on
the seas since 2016 and the Saudi-led coalition announced
it would blockade the country’s airspace and ports over
the Nov 4 missile attack on Riyadh. But a US defense offi-
cial, who spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity to
discuss intelligence matters, said American forces believed
some weapons and materiel being used by the Houthis
came from Iran or with the help of Iranian-backed groups.
“It’s a difficult problem and we’re convinced it’s still occur-
ring,” the official said. —AP

SANAA: People look at the damage in the aftermath of an air strike in the Yemeni capital of Sanaa
yesterday. The Saudi-led military coalition carried out two air strikes on the defense ministry in
Yemen’s rebel-held capital Sanaa. —AFP

Under siege, Syria 
doctors forced to 
improvise care
DOUMA: Surgical consultations via
Facebook, reused sutures and gloves, and
half-doses of expired drugs: doctors in a
besieged opposition enclave near Syria’s
capital are improvising to cope with
shortages. Blood and skid marks stain the
floor of a dimly lit operating room in
Douma, a rebel-held town in the Eastern
Ghouta region, where a surgeon was hard
at work extracting medical sutures from a
patient. “After we finish with the thread,
we wash it and sterilize it again” for use
on another patient, says 23-year-old
nurse Anas Daher.

With the operation over, Daher
removes his surgical gloves and, instead of
disposing of them, scrubs them with water
and soap and tosses them into a red bas-
ket full of other pairs. They are taken into
an adjacent room, powdered and placed
into a sealed jar with sterilization tablets
for 24 hours so they can be used again.

“We doctors in Eastern Ghouta are taking
steps that are medically undesirable,” says
Mohammed Al-Omar, the head of the sur-
gical department at the Damascus
Countryside Specialized Hospital.

“We are re-sterilizing most of our sur-
gical equipment, from gloves to tubes and
even the surgical blades and sutures-even
if it’s for a single stitch, and just one cen-
timeter long.” Omar said he and his team
are aware the materials are meant for a
single patient, but they had no choice. The
United Nations warned on Thursday that
some 400 civilians are in urgent need of
evacuation from Eastern Ghouta, includ-
ing 29 who would die unless they were
allowed to leave immediately. Since 2013,
Syrian government troops have imposed a
devastating siege on Eastern Ghouta,
leading to rampant food and medical
shortages and skyrocketing prices for
whatever is available.

Facebook live, for surgery 
Residents of the rebel enclave have

found creative ways to secure their
everyday needs, including burning plastic
to generate crude fuel and using solar
panels to power water pumps. Eastern
Ghouta’s doctors, too, have had to make

do with whatever is readily at hand. They
ration medication, giving patients half the
required dose of drugs or expired med-
ication, Omar says.

Hospitals limit operations to emer-
gency surgery and the few remaining sur-
geons are forced to conduct procedures

outside of their specialities. For guidance,
they have turned to the internet to carry
out real-time consultations with special-
ists. Hussam Adnan, a 44-year-old sur-
geon, was one of four doctors who, in
October, operated on an infant with an
esophageal deformation. —AFP

DOUMA, Syria: An elderly Syrian uses a hammer and chisel to chop
firewood in the town of Douma in the rebel-held Eastern Ghouta
region, east of the capital Damascus. —AFP


