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“The attack on the pipeline ... was followed by the
suspension of the pumping of oil to the State of Bahrain,”
the Saudi Ministry of Energy, Industry and Mineral
Resources said. “The Ministry of Energy also confirmed
that it has increased its security precautions at all its

facilities, and that all these facilities enjoy the highest lev-
els of protection and safety,” it added in a statement.

Bahrain, home to the US Navy’s 5th Fleet, faces occa-
sional attacks from local Shiite militant groups as the
kingdom continues a crackdown on all dissent, imprison-
ing or forcing politicians and activists into exile.
Independent news gathering there has grown more diffi-
cult, with the government refusing to accredit two AP
reporters and others. However, that campaign of bomb-
ings and shootings had not seen the island’s oil infra-
structure targeted, even immediately after Emirati and
Saudi forces helped Bahrain put down its 2011 Arab
Spring protests.

Militants attack
Bahrain oil...

Continued from Page 1

Asked by reporters on Air Force One if he believed
Putin, Trump said he was keen to move on to other issues.
“Look I can’t stand there and argue with him,” Trump said.
“I’d rather have him get out of Syria, I would rather get to
work with him on the Ukraine.” The exchanges produced
a rare common ground on the war in Syria, a bloody six-
year conflict which has seen the US and Russia back com-
peting factions. In a joint-statement the leaders said there
was “no military solution” to the war, an agreement that
marks a small but incremental step towards peace.

Trump also gave a loud airing to his “America First”
rhetoric at the APEC summit. In a speech on Friday Trump
said American jobs had been siphoned off overseas by
countries with cheap labor but little compunction to play
by trade rules. “We are not going to let the United States

be taken advantage of anymore,” he said, adding his coun-
try would now use its economic might to cut favorable
bilateral deals.

China’s President Xi Jinping laid out a different narra-
tive to the same hall, positioning the world’s second largest
economy at the heart of the future of global free trade as
the US retreats. As a first mark of an new trade era with-
out the US as its pivot point, 11 Asia-Pacific countries yes-
terday agreed to press ahead with the Trans Pacific
Partnership (TPP) - a major agreement abruptly aban-
doned by Trump at the start of the year.

That dismayed allies and cast into doubt an agreement
heralded for linking lower tariffs to strong environmental
and labor protections. After a three-day wrangle that at
points threatened to see the massive pact unravel, dele-
gates from economies including Japan, Australia, Canada
and Malaysia agreed to rescue “core elements” of the
deal. APEC is an annual summit bringing together 21
Pacific Rim countries representing 60 percent of global
GDP. It emerged in 1989, casting itself as a beacon for
free, open trade and globalization - an idea that has been
on the rack since Trump’s ascent to power and the UK’s
Brexit vote. — AFP 
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The political group is not a party, and has nowhere
near the clout of sister movements elsewhere such as
Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party in Britain, or Syriza in
Greece and Podemos in Spain. But socialism has not had
a voice this loud in American politics for decades. 

Though she would not yet classify the wave of leftist
activism as a mass movement, politics professor Cathy
Schneider of American University said the DSA’s growth
is significant in that it indicates voters shocked by
Trumpism are also increasingly disillusioned with the
Democratic Party. “There is a sector of American society
who feel that the political parties do not address their
concerns,” she said. “The Democratic Socialists have said
we have an answer for that.”

Their current strategy does not necessarily include

third-party politics; instead the DSA is fielding socialist
candidates for elected office using whichever ballot line
makes winning likely, generally that of the Democrats.
And though many members got involved in the aftermath
of the Sanders campaign, organizers now say their goal is
to build a movement not connected to any single politi-
cian but instead based on core issues like universal health
care, public investment in education and housing and bol-
stering labor protections.

Schneider also noted that socialism’s “alarming repu-
tation” appears to be fading, no small development in a
country that lived through the Red Scare era of anti-
communist propaganda. “People no longer associate
socialism with dictatorships in the USSR and China,” she
said. That didn’t stop Carter’s opponent from red-baiting:
In the final days of the race the Republican sent a mailer
to 11,000 homes that juxtaposed the democratic social-
ist’s face with portraits of famous communists including
Karl Marx and Mao Zedong. But even Republican voters
told canvassers they found the attempt to sully the leftist’s
image “gross”, Carter said. “The scare-mongering around
what’s essentially a disagreement on economic philoso-
phy doesn’t work anymore.” — AFP 

Socialism finds 
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Saudi Minister for Gulf Affairs Thamer Al-Sabhan
warned earlier this month that his government would deal
with Lebanon as a hostile state as long as Hezbollah was in
the Lebanese government. The Lebanese unity government
that Hariri formed a year ago includes Hezbollah members -
the result of a tacit Saudi-Iranian agreement to sideline
Lebanon from the other proxy wars in the region. Sabhan
blasted in a tweet late yesterday as laughable those
expressing support and “love” for Hariri despite their pre-
vious opposition to him. He added that those who “sold
out” Lebanon would soon be exposed.

In his shock announcement, Hariri had accused Iran and its
Lebanese ally Hezbollah of taking over his country and desta-
bilizing the broader region, saying he feared for his life. His
statement prompted fears that Lebanon - dominated by rival
camps led by Hariri and Hezbollah - would be caught up in
spiralling tensions between Riyadh and Tehran.

Hariri’s weeklong absence from Lebanon has sparked
rumors that the former prime minister - who also holds Saudi
nationality - is under de facto house arrest in the kingdom.
“The head of the Lebanese government is detained in Saudi
Arabia, he is banned from returning to Lebanon until now,”
Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah said in a televised address
Friday. Members of Hariri’s own Al-Moustaqbal (Future) par-
ty said they had no information on his fate. And Lebanese

Foreign Minister Gebran Bassil announced on Friday that he
was launching a “diplomatic campaign to bring back the head
of our government of his own free will”.

A Lebanese official who declined to be named said Aoun,
who has been convening high-level meetings with politicians
and diplomats, told ambassadors on Friday that Hariri was
“kidnapped” and should benefit from immunity as prime min-
ister. “Lebanon does not accept its prime minister being in a
situation at odds with international treaties,” Aoun said in the
statement. He said a marathon planned in Beirut today in
which tens of thousands will participate should be “a national
sports demonstration for solidarity with prime minister Hariri
and his return to his country”. Last year Hariri took part in the
marathon, wearing the number 3.

Even world powers have appealed for calm and freedom
of movement for Hariri. The United States said yesterday it
“rejects any efforts by militias within Lebanon or by any for-
eign forces to threaten Lebanon’s stability ... or use Lebanon
as a base from which to threaten others in the region.” The
White House called Hariri “a trusted partner” and referred to
him as prime minister. 

US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson on Friday described
Hariri as “a strong partner” and warned against “any party,
within or outside Lebanon, using Lebanon as a venue for
proxy conflicts or in any manner contributing to instability in
that country”. On Friday, a spokesman for France’s foreign
ministry said: “We wish Mr Saad Hariri to have all his freedom
of movement and to be fully able to play the essential role that
is his in Lebanon.” Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman claimed
Saudi Arabia is aiming to create unrest in Lebanon after doing
so in the Gulf region and Yemen. Bahram Qasemi said in com-
ments carried by state news agency IRNA that the kingdom is
trying to destabilize the region. — Agencies
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The Louvre in France takes a Ä400-million share of
that sum for the use of its name up to 2037. For the next 10
years, the mother ship in Paris will lend works to its Abu
Dhabi partner on a voluntary basis, for a maximum of two
years. For its permanent collection, the museum has
acquired hundreds of pieces, dating from the earliest
Mesopotamian civilisations to the present day. 

On opening day, guided tours wound through the spa-
cious galleries as Asian and African dance troupes per-
formed in the open-air sections overlooking the sea. “It is
not a copy of the Louvre,” said Badria Al-Mazimi, an
architectural engineer. The 26-year-old Emirati said she
had visited the site when the museum was still under con-
struction and had eagerly anticipated the public opening.

“The beautiful thing is they made it not just one build-
ing, but like a little neighborhood. When you walk around,
you feel like you’re walking in an old Emirati quarter,” she
said, beaming as her husband studied a Central Asian stat-
uette dating from 1700 BC. “To see all these people from
different nationalities waiting in this long line to visit the
Louvre - it’s something really special,” she said. “This is
what you see when you travel abroad, and now it’s here, in

the Emirates.”
“This museum actually goes beyond expectations

because the museum is an icon in itself and ... under its
beautiful roof it has so many nice pieces of art which
brings the whole world together,” said Michaela Stolz-
Schmitz, who lives in Dubai. Another visitor, Christine
Bayhon, was similarly impressed. “We’ve seen it on the
Internet so we sort of have an idea what it is, what it looks
like but getting here and really being here and seeing all of
this, I’m in awe,” Bayhon said. “It’s like, ‘Oh wow.’ I tried to
capture it on my phone but I just couldn’t.” “I wanted to
experience it for real, rather than just looking in the TV or
in pictures,” fellow visitor Juliet Bayhon said.

More than a decade in the making, a VIP inauguration
was held on Wednesday, with French President Emmanuel
Macron among the first visitors. The museum design, by
France’s Pritzker prize-winning architect Jean Nouvel,
conjures up the image of an Arab medina as seen through
the eyes of a contemporary cinematographer.A silver-
toned dome with perforated arabesque patterns appears
to float over the white galleries, creating what Nouvel
describes as a “rain of light”.

To reach the ground, each ray of light must cross eight
layers of perforations, creating a constantly shifting pat-
tern that mimics the shadows cast by palm trees or the
roof of a traditional Arab market. The Louvre Abu Dhabi is
the first of three museums to open on Saadiyat Island,
where the UAE plans to launch the Guggenheim Abu
Dhabi, designed by Frank Gehry, and Norman Foster’s
Zayed National Museum.  — Agencies 
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MONTGOMERY, Alabama: His party suddenly and
bitingly divided, Alabama Republican Roy Moore
emphatically rejected increasing pressure to abandon his
Senate bid as fears grew among GOP leaders that a
once-safe Senate seat was in jeopardy just a month
before a special election. Moore, an outspoken Christian
conservative and former state Supreme Court judge,
attacked a Washington Post report that he had
sexual contact with a 14-year-old girl and pur-
sued three other teenagers decades earlier as
“completely false and misleading.”

In an interview Friday with conservative
radio host Sean Hannity, Moore, now 70, did not
wholly rule out dating teenage girls when he
was in his early 30s. Asked if that would have
been usual for him, Moore said, “Not generally,
no.” He added: “I don’t remember ever dating
any girl without the permission of her mother.”
As for the encounter with 14-year-old Leigh
Corfman, as described by Corfman in Thursday’s
Post article, he said, “It never happened.”

The story has produced a wave of concern
among anxious GOP officials in Washington but
little more than a collective shrug from many Republicans
in Alabama, which holds a special election on Dec 12 to fill
the seat previously held by Attorney General Jeff
Sessions. “Humphrey Bogart started dating Lauren Bacall
when she was a teenager,” said state Auditor Jim Ziegler,
referring to the then-19-year-old actress. “I’ll always vote
for him,” said 28-year-old Erica Richard, of Altoona,
Alabama, adding that she wouldn’t change her mind even
if the allegations of sexual misconduct are proved true.
“He’s a good man. I love him and his family, and they are
all good people.”

Despite such support, experienced Republican opera-
tives believe the Alabama Senate seat, held by the GOP
for the last 20 years, is now at risk. They fear the contro-
versy could exacerbate the party’s broader challenge in

the era of President Donald Trump in appealing to col-
lege-educated suburban voters - the same group that
fueled a big Democratic victory in the Virginia governor’s
race this week.

Those familiar with recent polling of the Alabama race
suggest it was always going to be close despite the state’s
strong Republican leanings - largely because of Moore’s
controversial past. In the immediate aftermath of the Post
report Thursday, a wave of national Republican leaders
called for Moore to drop out of the race if the allegations
are true. They included the White House, the head of the
House Freedom Caucus Mark Meadows, Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell and Texas Sen. Ted Cruz.

On Friday, the Senate GOP’s campaign arm formally
ended its fundraising agreement with Moore. The GOP’s
2012 presidential nominee Mitt Romney condemned his

colleagues’ caveat - “only if the allega-
tions are true”. “Innocent until proven
guilty is for criminal convictions, not
elections. I believe Leigh Corfman,” he
said of the Alabama woman who said
Moore molested her when she was 14.
“Her account is too serious to ignore.
Moore is unfit for office and should step
aside.”

Facing a tough re-election, Rep
Barbara Comstock likened Moore to
Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein,
former Rep Anthony Weiner and former
Fox News executive Roger Ailes, all men
accused of sexual misconduct. “The

defense from some of his supporters is beyond disgust-
ing,” Comstock wrote. “Moore should not serve in the US
Senate.” Sens Mike Lee and Steve Daines withdrew their
endorsements.

Yet there is no sign Moore is going away quietly. And
the Alabama secretary of state’s office reported that it’s
too late to remove his name from the ballot. The
Republican Party’s options, including the possibility of a
write-in campaign, “are all being researched”, said Steven
Law, who leads the pro-Republican Senate Leadership
Fund. Those who think Moore should be replaced have
little hope of that happening. “I don’t think anyone
expects Roy Moore to drop out of this race,” Law said. “I
think he enjoys being an object of intense controversy.
The fact that this has happened may make him even more
committed.” — AP
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