
Iraqi President in
Kuwait today to
discuss key topics
BAGHDAD: Iraqi President Fuad Masum is set to visit
Kuwait today to discuss vital topics such as the com-
pensations file, the borders issue, and ways to boost
and enhance relations. The visit is also seen as a step to
coordinate efforts for the upcoming international
donors’ conference for the rebuilding of Iraq, which will
be hosted by Kuwait early 2018.

In an interview yesterday, President Masum said that
he would meet with His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah during the one-
day visit, while his accompanying delegation of Iraqi
ministers will hold talks with their Kuwaiti counterparts.

On the upcoming donors’ conference, President
Masum hailed Kuwait’s support to Iraq by hosting the
international event. Masum called on Kuwaiti compa-

nies to invest in Iraq, noting that his country will priori-
tize Kuwaiti investments and businesses.

Meanwhile, the President said Iraq is working on
boosting its relations with the GCC states, the Arab
World, and other countries in the region.  Speaking on
the compensations issue, Masum said his country is
facing an economic crisis due to the high military
expenses of the campaign against the fight against the
so-called Islamic State (IS) since 2014.

He expressed Iraq’s commitment to the payment of
compensations; however, Masum hoped the Kuwaiti
side would postpone the procedure to a year.
Meanwhile, the Iraqi President stressed the importance
of resolving the border issue, which had created a bit
of a friction between the two countries.  He also
touched on the issue of the remains of missing Kuwaiti
POWs in Iraq, noting that his government did not
uncover any new information on this matter.

As for the tantalizing issue of the Kurdistan inde-
pendence referendum, which occurred on September
25, Masum said that Kurdistan authorit ies had
respected the decision of the Iraqi court on the ille-
gality of the separation. Since the step was against
the constitution, the two sides decided to close this

f i le, he added.  The President noted that both
Baghdad and Irbil are working on electing a new gov-
ernor for Kirkuk Governorate. He added that his gov-
ernment is committed to hold the parliamentary elec-
tions in May without any delay to avoid any tension
in the country. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and members of the National Assembly office for the second regular
session of the 15th legislative term. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Seif Palace yesterday
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. His
Highness Sheikh Sabah also received members of the
National Assembly office for the second regular session
of the 15th legislative term.  The members were Deputy
National Assembly Speaker Essa Al-Kandari, National
Assembly Secretary Dr Awda Al-Ruwaie, National
Assembly Controller MP Nayef Al-Ajmi, Chairman of the
Legislative and Legal
affairs Committee MP Al-
Humaidi Al-Subaie,
Chairman of the Financial
and Economic Affairs
Committee MP Salah
Khorshid, Chairman of
National Assembly
Priorities Committee MP
Ahmad Al-Fadhel and
Secretary-General of the
National Assembly MP
Allam Al-Kandari. The
delegation later met with
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Niger President’s letter
Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir received a writ-

ten letter from Niger President Mahamadou Issoufou,
focusing on means to bolster bilateral relations.
Foreign Minister of Niger Ibrahim Yacoubou handed
the letter to His Highness the Amir during a ceremony

attended by Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, Deputy Minister
of the Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Jarrah Al-Sabah,
and Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Suleiman Al-
Jarallah. Furthermore, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received the Foreign Minister of Niger. The meeting
was held in the attendance of Jarallah, the head of the
Prime Minister’s Diwan Sheikha Ittimad Khaled Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah and Kuwait’s Ambassador to Benin

and Niger Faisal Al-
Mesaileem.

Earlier yesterday, His
Highness the Amir
received His Highness
the Crown Prince, His
Highness the Pr ime
Minister, as  wel l  as
First  Deputy Pr ime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. Meanwhile, His
Highness the Crown

Prince received Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, Deputy
Prime Minister  and Defense Minister  Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy
Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled
Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Deputy Premier and Minister of
Finance Anas Al-Saleh, and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of Information
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah.

Officials congratulated
In other news, His Highness the Amir congratulated a

pair of Kuwaiti military officials for being the recipients
of prestigious French military decorations. His Highness
the Amir’s sentiments were expressed in a cable he sent
to the Undersecretary of the Kuwaiti National Guard
Lieutenant General Hashim Al-Refai, congratulating him
on being awarded France’s ‘National Order of the
Legion of Honor,’ the most prestigious decoration given
by Paris. Similarly, Lieutenant Colonel Anwar Al-Rashidi
also received well wishes in a cable sent to him by His
Highness the Amir after France bestowed upon him its
‘National Order of Merit,’ a decoration awarded by the
French President. Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown
Prince, His Highness the Prime Minister and Speaker
Ghanem sent similar cables. —KUNA
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BAGHDAD: Iraqi President Fuad Masum is interviewed yes-
terday ahead of his visit to Kuwait today. —KUNA
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In my view

Years ago, all hands in Kuwait were held up in prayer and
thanks to Almighty Allah for the safe return of His
Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah following a two
and a half years medical trip. Today, the same is happen-
ing and the good people of Kuwait and those living in our
beloved country spared no effort in praying and inquiring
about the health of His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah when he underwent
medical checkups in the United States. Such good-
natured true sentiments are not new in the land of
humanity. 

His Highness the Crown Prince has been known for his
modesty, profound manners, insight and wise judgments
for the greater good of Kuwait and the people living
here. He did justice to his post. He has been exerting end-
less efforts to maintain national solidarity and prevent
any attempts to plant the seeds of sectarianism in Kuwait,
making national security a priority. 

I believe that selecting the title of ‘Nawaf Al-Ahmad,
Sheikh of Modesty’ for my book on him was well-
deserved. His Highness’ character  is a mixture of national
achievements and fatherly kindness. The people of
Kuwait know him very well. They know that he is always
willing to aid the weak and bring justice to the wronged.
He always advocates people in quest for rights. He is very
honest and tactful on dealing with others. His doors and
his heart are open to everyone. For him, people are all
equal before the law. 

He is a man of achievements who strongly believes
that we are all mortals in this world. His role model was
the late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
who was his father, brother and mentor. He took advice
and consulted with him on all matters as a ‘Godfather.’
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad is highly human and friendly. He
has a big kind heart and is religious and keen on observ-
ing the regulations of the Holy Quran and the traditions of
the Prophet (PBUH). He felt pain on seeing a child in pain
or a senior person in need. Thanks be to Almighty Allah
for His Highness’ speedy recovery and safe return. 

The good people
of Kuwait

ICRC celebrates
25th anniversary
in Kuwait
KUWAIT: The 25th anniversary of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) regional mission in
Kuwait and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) falls
today, in an event reflecting the ICRC strong relationship
with Kuwait. The event will bring together all entities
supporting the ICRC over the last 25 years in its humani-
tarian mission to alleviate the suffering of many people
due to war, armed conflicts, and natural disasters.

On this occasion, the committee cooperated with
Sheikha Intisar Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah and the Kuwaiti
Fine Artist Amira Behbehani to gather prominent
Kuwaiti women to discuss the challenges faced by
women during wars in a closed conference today.  The
headquarters of the ICRC’s regional mission in Kuwait
was opened in 1991 and officially launched its work in
the GCC region through the Kuwaiti headquarters
since that time.

The first and main objective of establishing the
headquarters of the regional mission in Kuwait was to
visit and protect the prisoners and search for the miss-
ing persons in the Gulf War 1990-1991. The ICRC
expanded their work significantly in the GCC region

thanks to the support
and cooperation of the
Kuwaiti authorities and
their close partnership
with the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society. They
are working with several
government agencies in
the region to improve
conditions, develop
services of prisoners in

the Gulf countries, and raise awareness on the interna-
tional humanitarian law.

The regional mission also plays a major role in sup-
porting ICRC humanitarian operations in Yemen
through its Muscat office and the Salalah logistics cen-
ter.  Kuwait is one of the first Arab countries to provide
financial and diplomatic support for the ICRC’s humani-
tarian and relief work in Syria, Yemen and Iraq. Over
the past years, Kuwait has become one of the most
important donors to the ICRC.  Since April 12, 1991, the
Committee has chaired a tripartite committee including
Iraq, Kuwait and the Coalition countries to investigate
the fate of persons not identified during the 1990-1991
Gulf War.

The International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) through the regional mission is the first interna-
tional humanitarian organization to participate in chari-
table societies in Kuwait through the establishment and
organization of the Kuwait International Forum for
Humanitarian Work since 2014.  —KUNA

KUNA media training
center celebrates
22nd anniversary

KUWAIT: Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Center for
the Development of Media Skills celebrates its 22nd
anniversary today. KUNA’s media training center,
established in 1995, has trained around 4,227 individu-
als from Kuwait and the GCC through hundreds of
training courses.  The courses are held annually and are
geared towards developing skills of media personnel
and journalists. This year around 22 courses were held.
Speaking on the occasion, the media center’s chairper-
son Abrar Al-Ghanem said that they provided training
courses for whomever desire to develop their journalis-
tic and media skills.

The center is keen on attracting the best Arab and
foreign professionals to supervise media personnel and
trainees, affirmed Ghanem, adding that the training
courses contained valuable information that would
boost the knowledge of participants.  Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA) was founded according to an Amiri
Decree in October 1979.  The agency gathers news and
distributes it to individuals and media institutions to
provide them with objective services. —KUNA


