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Lebanon’s Hariri to visit Kuwait, Egypt
before returning home, sources say

New mechanism to recruit children of Kuwaiti women
By A Saleh

BEIRUT/KUWAIT: Lebanon’s Prime
Minister Saad Al-Hariri plans to visit
Kuwait and Egypt before returning to
Beirut this week, the Lebanese ‘Al-
Mayadeen’ TV channel said yesterday,
quoting sources. Meanwhile, a leader in
Hariri’s Future Movement told Reuters yes-
terday that Hariri, who announced his resig-
nation in a televised broadcast from Saudi
Arabia on Nov 4, will visit Egypt today.
Hariri has been in Paris since Saturday,
where he met with French President
Emmanuel Macron, and has said he will
return to Lebanon by Wednesday. In Paris,
Hariri met French President Emmanuel
Macron, and has said he will return to
Lebanon by Wednesday for its
Independence Day celebrations. Lebanese
resident Michel Aoun has said he will not
accept Hariri’s resignation until it is deliv-
ered in person and all sides in Beirut have
called for his speedy return.

Recruitment
The Civil Service Commission (CSC) is

currently considering a new mechanism to
be followed on recruiting children of
Kuwaiti women in the public sector next
year, said informed sources. The sources
explained that children of Kuwaiti women
will need a separate recruitment system and
those holding diplomas or higher qualifica-
tions could register for recruitment twice a
year. The plan is to give priority to hiring of
children of Kuwaiti women right after offer-

ing jobs to Kuwaitis as the state plans to
limit the number of foreign laborers in the
public sector as much as possible.
Separately, the Ministry of Education’s
(MoE) psychological and social services
department requested exemption from the
CSC decision to substitute expats with
Kuwaitis for two years to get prepared for
the shift. The
department also
justified its
request by the
negative impact
the decision will
have on special-
ized service stu-
dents get in vari-
ous stages,
especially since
it is already
understaffed and
suffers from shortage in the numbers of
psychological and social researchers, as
many Kuwaitis refrain from such jobs. The
department added that MoE has gone a
long way in approving special allowances
and incentives to attract more Kuwaitis. 

More labs
Chairman of the Kuwait Union for

Foodstuff Traders and Manufacturers
Abdullah Al-Buaijan called for the immedi-
ate establishment of more labs at all bor-
ders to test imported food samples, noting
that it was illogical to depend on one lab for
over 40 years to examine all imported food
items and prevent unjustified price hikes in

local markets. Buaijan said that having more
than one lab will help speed up examina-
tions of samples, prevent possible losses for
importers as a result of delaying their ship-
ments and control prices in local markets.
Buaijan complained that handling fees col-
lected in Kuwait are too high - KD 220 for
a 20-feet container and KD 400 for a 40-

feet one.  

Budge deficit
Finance min-

istry stat ist ics
showed that the
total  budget
deficit  in the
period starting
with the current
f iscal  year in
Apri l  unt i l  the
end of October

was KD 3.3 billion, including KD 848 mil-
lion transferred to PAI, and 10 percent
deposited in the future generations fund.
Statistics also showed that total revenues
in the past seven months amounted to KD
8.4 billion, while expenditure was KD
10.9 billion. 

Second-hand vehicles
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry

finally decided on two projects for selling
second-hand vehicles - one for regular
vehicles located over an area of 500,000
sq m to the east of Kabd highway, and
another for heavy machinery and trucks to
the west of Arifjan. The ministry offered the

West Arifjan project for bidding through
the PPP authority to build an integrated
marketplace with all needed services and
auctioning facilities such as air-conditioned
halls, high-tech equipment, canopied dis-
play corridors, and official offices for the
municipality, as well as the interior and
commerce ministries. 

Water coolers 
The Environment Public Authority (EPA)

recently urged the Ministry of Education
(MoE) to stop using water coolers in many
schools unless they are maintained and fil-
ters are replaced. EPA stressed in a letter
sent recently to MoE that the former had
examined drinking water in a number of
schools and found that many of them had
not conducted the required maintenance of
water coolers, which calls for an immediate
suspension on using them until the filters
are changed. 

Concern over
water safety at

some schools

PARIS: Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Al-Hariri leaves after meeting with French President
at the Elysee Presidential Palace on November 18, 2017 in Paris. — AFP
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KUWAIT: State departments are put on
high alert as the rainy season is set to
start as early as today, with heavier
showers predicted for tomorrow accord-
ing to local weather forecasts. Scattered
mid-range showers are expected for
three days starting from today, followed
by a temperature drop at the weekend, a
meteorologist suggested yesterday. The
rains, which will reach their peak tomor-
row, are a result of low surface pressure
arriving from Europe which will be
focused over the eastern Mediterranean
region, the Meteorological Department’s
Abdulazeez Al-Qarawi said. The spread
of the Sudan low pressure zone to the
southwestern regions of the Arabian
Peninsula met by low upper atmospheric
pressure and the polar jet stream are
other factors, added Qarawi.

As for the state of the sea, he said it
might lead to a rise in waves as winds
transform from medium northwesterly to
active as of Wednesday. Meanwhile,
Kuwaiti authorities have announced their
readiness to contain the expected down-
pour. These preparations include main-
tenance works for water pumps and the
distribution of inflatable rescue boats
in areas where the water is expected to
be concentrated, said Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate (KFSD) Media
Relations and Press head Khaleel Al-
Ameer. Ameer advised home owners to
unclog their drains and to make sure
that their electrical  wiring is not
exposed and safety installations are in
full working order. KFSD is also ready
to respond to any emergency situation
that may arise through its 112 emer-
gency hotline, he added.

Today’s weather forecast is predicted
to be partly cloudy to cloudy with a
chance for scattered rain, while tomor-
row’s weather is predicted to be cloudy
with a chance for rain that might be
thundery at times. Temperature is
expected to drop as low as 12 C degrees
Thursday night, according to the weath-
er forecast posted on Kuwait
Meteorological Department’s website
yesterday.

Fire Dept
ready as rain
expected  

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of
Interior (MoI) on Saturday announced
that a new modern observation Dolphin
aircraft joined the ministry’s fleet of heli-
copters, within the framework of a com-
prehensive modernization of the security
institution.  In a statement issued by the
ministry’s Public Relations and Security
Media Department, MoI Undersecretary
Lieutenant General Mahmoud Al-Dosari
said the new aircraft comes as part of a
contract to purchase four large-size
H225 Dolphins and two AS365 N3 medi-
um-size ones.

He added that the move embodies the
support by the supreme political leader-
ship for the security institution in order

to achieve its mission perfectly.  The
comprehensive modernization process,
led by Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah, seeks to enhance the
security institution to achieve its mission
amid the current security developments,
which require further readiness and vigi-
lance, he noted.

The ministry made a quantum leap in
the area of developing its air patrols and
increasing missions on both security and
military levels, he pointed out.  Meanwhile,
MoI Assistant Undersecretary of the
Operations Affairs Maj Gen Jamal Al-
Sayegh said the plane is equipped with
thermal cameras to monitor roads, and
can transmit directly anything to the min-
istry’s operation rooms.  The plane can
conduct accurately search and rescue
operations, and will take charge of patrols
through a communication device linked to
the ministry, he said. A number of senior
officials at the ministry witnessed the
arrival of the plane in Kuwait earlier on
Saturday, coming from France. — KUNA

Observation
plane joins
MoI fleet

KUWAIT: The new Dolphin aircraft acquired recently by Kuwait’s Interior
Ministry. — KUNA


