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CRIMES
Six arrested with drugs

KUWAIT: Five women, including four Kuwaiti citizens
and a GCC national, in addition to a male citizen were
referred to forensic medicine for blood tests on suspi-
cions of drug abuse after they were found with pos-
session of eight illicit tablets. A security source said the
suspects were in an abnormal condition when stopped.
Forensics are yet to determine which drug was used.

Illegal photographing

A Moroccan national in his forties was arrested and
sent to Sharq police station, where he is held pend-
ing procedures that might require him to be sent to
the State Security Department after he was arrested
while taking pictures for the British Embassy’s
building. The man said during questioning that he
did not know the building belonged to an embassy,
according to a security source. 

Hospital staff assaulted

A Kuwaiti citizen was taken to Salmiya police sta-
tion for assaulting a receptionist in a private hospi-
tal. The man had presented the ‘Afiya’ card that cov-
ers medical expenses for retired citizens in an
attempt to cover payments for his son’s lab tests, but
went furious when his application was rejected. The
hospital’s management called police who arrested
the man.

Unknown material
An Abdaly customs officer was arrested for posses-
sion of an unknown material, and is being held
pending procedures to be handed over to criminal
detectives for questioning. The suspect claimed the
material belonged to his mother. 

—Translated from the Arabic press

Malaysia is known to us in the Gulf as a preferred
destination for newlywed couples. But this beauti-
ful county is appropriate for everyone, including
those who seek medical treatment and physical
therapy. So what makes Malaysia different from
London, Paris or Dubai, for instance? A weeklong
trip to Malaysia brought the answer. 

I received a generous invitation through the
Malaysian Tourism Program to participate in a trip
to Malaysia with a media and tourism group from
Kuwait. The flight was sponsored by Oman Air
and supported by the Malaysian ambassador in
Kuwait. This journey was an opportunity for
learning and time passed quickly.

The first question for me was whether I needed
a visa. Kuwaitis generally do not need a visa and I
think most Arabs can easily get a visa, as the
embassy staff is very helpful. They are all tourism
ambassadors of their country. I did not have much
information about Malaysia, but I tried to read up
before traveling. My basic interest was over its
customs, culture, governance and development.  

Malaysia is a federal constitutional monarchy
located in Southeast Asia, with 13 states and three
federal territories. This type of administration in
ruling a country was strange to me because I
come from a different cultural background. But it
is an exceptional process - beautiful and accept-
able for the people there. They are a people of
multicultural origins, but they all meld in despite
the religious differences. It is indeed a peaceful
coexistence.  

The Malaysian Embassy here provided me with
many useful brochures about Malaysia, and I
encourage those who wish or plan to travel there
to read about the customs and history of this
country. The trip was wonderful, fun, relaxing and
very informative.

The flight was comfortable except for one
unpleasant incident that killed my enthusiasm
immediately after arrival at Kuala Lumpur via
Muscat. I couldn’t find my bag, so I spent an hour
waiting and searching, until the mystery was
solved - my bag was left behind at Muscat airport.
But the situation was handled professionally and
very quickly by the head of staff of the Oman Air
office at Kuala Lumpur airport.   

They sent my bag immediately on another
plane to arrive the next day at my hotel in the
capital. It was an amazing effort. I know that such
incidents can happen any time, but dealing with
the situation with the professionalism and serious-
ness that I saw is rare. I thanked them a hundred

times and continued the journey with my col-
leagues gladly.

I commenced the trip with a short and distin-
guished meeting with the Kuwaiti ambassador in
Malaysia. I was very impressed with the activities
of the envoy and his constant attempt to strengthen
cultural ties between Kuwait and Malaysia through
various cultural gatherings hosted for senior
Malaysians at home. The trip to Malaysia included
multiple visits to many beautiful hotels, museums
and sites to learn more about the country and its
culture, because it is far away from us. What we
know about it is too little and this is not fair,
because it is such an amazing place to see. 

Penang island is a place where you feel the his-
tory and art. The Sunway Lagoon theme park is a
place for adventure. It is connected to the fabulous
Sunway Resort and Spa to continue living the
dream. The visit was not political, but a tour of the
capital and some areas are enough to understand
the country and investors’ efforts.

Malaysia is a country with lush nature, and as I
come from the desert, I greatly appreciate the col-
or green. The Malaysians are very nice people -
polite and open to strangers and visitors. I came
across saleswomen who were able to guess where I
was from. One said Makkah. They may not know
much about the region, but surely know and love
Makkah. They say it proudly and happily, and I felt
good about this. The Malay Muslims are religious
and conservative in general. They love Islam per-
haps more than many Muslims whom I deal with,
who feel ashamed of being Muslims. In Malaysia,
you see young girls wearing headscarves as part of
living modestly. Performing prayers on time seems
important as well. 

Malaysians are proud Muslims, and everyone
practices their rituals with joy and happiness with-
out fanaticism. In Malaysia, Islam is a value, a moral
and behavior. I have visited Muslim countries
where I have seen Islam, but only in name, with a
few mosques. Malaysia represents moderate Islam,
from which we must learn to live and progress.

I know that Malaysia is a country that faces
difficulties in the administrative aspect, like many
countries today, but this has not prevented the
government from supporting touristic campaigns
to present Malaysia as a destination that is open
to everyone from around the world. It is indeed a
country worth visiting.
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In my view

In today’s article, I would like to shed some light
on the erratic and maniac driving in Kuwait by
people who put their lives as well as lives of others
at a great risk. The drama starts every day at 6:00
am when I am on my way to work, these irrespon-
sible drivers race and zigzag between lanes and
are then chased by patrol cars that are supposedly
there to control the flow of traffic, yet they do
nothing to stop the ugliness of such reckless driv-
ing. Maintaining the speed of 120 km/h is no
longer adhered to by many drivers who do not like
to stay in lanes behind drivers who respect the
traffic law, and tend to flash the high beam head-
lights, bothering the drivers in front of them with
non-stop honking or even trying to cut them off.

Driving in Kuwait has become worse, and the
latest statistics reveal that a huge number of fatal-
ities result from such maniac driving. Everyone
seems to ‘own the road’ here in Kuwait and never
accepts to be told they are wrong. It also seems
that many youngsters keep light weapons and
sticks in their vehicles in case they need them
during a fight or an argument in the road. I pray
every day before leaving my house to be able to
reach my destination safely and avoid an argu-
ment with such irresponsible drivers who roam

the streets in search for a fight or to cause
unwanted trouble. 

Many Europeans whom I have met and inter-
viewed affirm that if such behavior occurs in their
countries, drivers of such cars would surely be
under the influence of alcohol or drugs. But here,
people are aware of their behavior and seem nor-
mal, yet end up committing such irresponsible
things. They said that over-speeding and reckless
driving in their countries are severely punished by
law, adding that ‘wasta’ or connection has no
place there and is also considered a crime punish-
able by law. 

Here in Kuwait, one can get killed as a result of
reckless driving, yet the perpetrator can still walk
freely from a police station knowing he has a
strong backing and support by an MP or a high-
ranking official. So many cases have occurred
where expatriates fall victims to car accidents or
end up in jail because of wasta. My suggestion to
the traffic department is to install thousands of
very tiny surveillance cameras and hide them in
lamp posts, and in this case, drivers will be forced
to slow down because they would not know
where these cameras have been hidden. 

Drivers above 
the law

Statistics reveal that
a huge number of

fatalities result from
reckless driving

Kuwait committed to
OPEC output cut deal 

Kuwait produces 3.15 million bpd a day: KOC 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s crude output stands at 3.15 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) at present, and the country is fully com-
mitted to the production ceiling set by OPEC, a senior offi-
cial in the oil industry said yesterday. Deputy CEO of the
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) Ismail Abdullah Abdul made
the statement on the side-
lines of the Kuwait 3rd
Flow Measurement
Technology for Oil and
Gas Conference.

The theme of the
conference is crucial to
the industry, he added.
Representatives of 30
local and international
companies are taking
part in the conference
among more than 300
participants. Several
companies specialized in oil and gas measurement
equipment are participating in the exhibition held on
the sidelines of the event.

According to the KOC official, oil and gas measure-
ment is an essential issue not only in Kuwait but in the

Gulf region that produces up to one third of the world’s
output of the crude. He referred to KOC’s strategic plans
to increase daily production to 4 million bpd by 2030.

Earlier yesterday, he addressed the opening of the con-
ference and stressed KOC’s eagerness to remain as dis-

tinctive and as leading as
ever as, keeping pace with
the latest technology and
best practices of explo-
ration and production.

The company has
launched several initia-
tives at home and over-
seas for the exchange of
knowledge and expert-
ise, he said. This confer-
ence is the latest exam-
ple, attended by fellow
subsidiaries of the

Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC). The three-day
event focuses on the practical applications and studies
and researches on measurement of oil and gas, he said,
voicing admiration of the rich local and foreign papers
submitted for discussion. —KUNA

Plan to increase
production 
to 4 million 

bpd by 2030

Audit bureau to
observe EY contract
practices in Qatar
DOHA: A delegation from Kuwait’s State Audit Bureau
(SAB) is currently visiting Qatar to learn about the
experience of conducting a contract with Ernst and
Young Global Limited international bureau for auditing
and accounting (EY), said an official yesterday.

The delegation will review Qatar’s experience in
restructure organizational structures in institutional
capacity building, as well as developing a framework
for competencies and expertise, SAB’s Director General
of training and international relations Department Saud
Al-Zamanan said.

It will also learn about modern auditing methodolo-
gies, risk based audit methodology, risk assessment,
business risk, modern methodologies in reviewing capi-
tal projects, quality assurance and institutional per-
formance, and a review of the methodology of modern
internal auditing and auditing of information technolo-
gy, he said. 

This visit works to meet the goals of the
International Organization of Supreme Audit
Institutions (INTOSAI)’ special strategy for years
2017-2011, themed “sharing knowledge and experience
in accounting and auditing”, he added.

Zamanan stressed on SAB keenness to benefit from
many states and remarkable auditory intuitions experi-
ences, which would contribute in developing the super-
vising field. SAB actively cooperates with regional, Asian
and international supreme audit intuitions and offers
many supervisory projects as well as taking part in sev-
eral professional meetings in the domain. —KUNA

DOHA: A delegation from Kuwait State Audit Bureau (SAB) visits Qatar’s audit bureau during their visit to the
Gulf country. —KUNA

Kuwait wins
at Qatar’s
Katara festival
DOHA: Kuwait has won the first and second positions in
the pearl-diving tournament of the Katara Traditional
Dhow Festival. Oman came third in the same tournament.
The Kuwaiti team voiced much happiness at winning the
competition, and dedicated their victory to the Kuwaiti
political leadership and people.  The annual festival hosts
several cultural, sporting, traditional and environment-
related tournaments, including pearl diving, free diving,
rowing and best sailing dhows.

The first Kuwaiti team, Sabah The Humanitarian, suc-
ceeded in collecting some 91,423 pearls while the second,
Fath Al-Khair, gathered around 70,197 pearls.  Hussain
Al-Houli, skipper of Sabah The Humanitarian Team,
attributed the victory to dedication and hard work of his
crew before and throughout the three-day tournament.
Houli said the crew used old pearl-diving tools similar to

the ones used by “our fathers and forefathers when they
dove for pearls ... for four month sna 10 days, during
which they faced tough conditions in the Gulf waters,” he
added in a statement.  He said the tournament was a
revival of traditions and a reminder of the difficulties the
fathers and forefathers experienced. Abdullah Al-Rashed,
skipper of Fath Al-Khair Team, said the harmony among
the crew members contributed to winning the second
place. He said participation of Kuwait improved perform-
ance of the pearl divers. —KUNA

The first Kuwaiti team ‘Sabah The Humanitarian’.


