
Clashes erupt in 
a Nairobi slum;
4 bodies found 
NAIROBI: Clashes erupted in a Nairobi slum
yesterday after four bodies were found in the
streets, hiking tensions on the eve of a
Supreme Court ruling on the validity of last
month’s divisive election re-run.  The bodies of
three men and a woman were found in the
city’s Mathare slum, one of several flashpoint
areas where violence erupted during the dis-
puted October 26 vote which was largely boy-
cotted by the opposition. 

The discovery came just two days after
three people were shot dead in a nearby sub-
urb during clashes with police which erupted
as thousands of opposition supporters turned
out for their leader, Raila Odinga. Nairobi
police chief Japheth Koome said that the cause
of death was not immediately clear but that the
victims appeared to have been hit by a blunt
object, while one had also been cut. 

“Investigations are going on into the killings
of the four people in Mathare Area 1,” he said.
“The people were found dead and we want to
establish how they were killed,” he said.  “We
could see they have been hit by a blunt object,
(and) one is cut.” When the bodies were found,
angry residents clashed with police, setting fire
to two buses and another vehicle. In a bid to
head off any further unrest, police immediately
brought in reinforcements and several water
cannon, AFP correspondents at the scene said. 

Ethnically motivated? 
Speaking on condition of anonymity, a

police official said that angry residents
believed the murders were ethnically motivat-

ed, blaming the violence on the Mungiki, a
feared criminal gang known for running pro-
tection rackets and violently defending tribal
business interests. Drawing its members from
Kenya’s largest tribe-the Kikuyu, to which
President Uhuru Kenyatta belongs-the
Mungiki were responsible for much of the
deadly ethnic violence which swept the coun-
try in the months after the 2007 election. 

Today, the term is widely used in reference
to groups of armed Kikuyu men.  But the
police chief was quick to rule out any ethnic
factors in Mathare, where many Kikuyu live
alongside ethnic Luo or Luhya, who largely
back Odinga.  “It is not about ethnic clashes,”
Koome said, insisting that it was a criminal
matter, but without giving details.  Since
Friday, Kenya has been on edge following a
mass opposition demonstration to welcome
Odinga back from a trip overseas turned vio-
lent, with three demonstrators shot dead in
Muthurwa, a suburb not far from Mathare.
Angry protesters hurled stones at police who
hit back with tear gas and water cannon in

running street battles which lasted all day. The
violence soured a gathering which had sought
to welcome Odinga back from a 10-day trip to
the United States where he was trying to rally
support for the holding of new elections. 

Key ruling looms 
Tensions are also high ahead of a key

Supreme Court ruling today over whether
Kenyatta can be sworn in for a second term
or if there must be another presidential re-
run. Although Kenyatta won the October 26
vote with 98 percent of the votes cast, the
ballot was boycotted by Odinga and his sup-
porters who clashed violently with police in
his strongholds in the west and in several
Nairobi slums. It was also marred by low
turnout. The vote was the chaotic climax of
two months of political drama sparked by an
earlier Supreme Court ruling on September 1
which overturned Kenyatta’s victory in an ini-
tial August election over widespread irregu-
larities and mismanagement by the IEBC
electoral commission. — AFP
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RAWAH, Iraq: A boy walks past Iraqi forces vehicles in Rawa, after troops retook the Euphrates valley town from Islamic State group jihadists. — AFP 

RAWA: “Islamic State - Euphrates
Province” reads an abandoned sign cov-
ered by dust and sand in the Iraqi town of
Rawa.  A day after government forces oust-
ed the Islamic State group from the last
town it held in the country, the banner is
now just a reminder of the vast “caliphate”
the jihadists once ruled. Hamza Mahmud,
13, has seen the past three years of his
young life dominated by the harsh demands
and tight control of IS in this desert region
on the border with Syria. Since the group
seized his home town on a bend in the
Euphrates River in 2014, he has not spent
one day in school.

“Men had to have long beards and
wear traditional robes to their ankles or
they would get twenty lashes,” he said,
sporting a bright yellow pullover bearing

the crest of the Italian national football
team. Under the jihadists’ rule the roughly
20,000 inhabitants of Rawa and the sur-
rounding hamlets had to gather at a pre-
fabricated building at the entrance to the
town. At this “information point” the pop-
ulation was told about the latest bloody
attacks by the group, the ground it had
captured, its feats of arms. They were also
reminded of the rules.

‘No electricity, phones, TV’
“For three years they denied us electrici-

ty, telephones and television,” sighed a
bearded Aref Aid, 67, wearing a white robe.
When Iraqi forces arrived in Rawa on
Friday they were greeted by scenes of relief
that have been repeated across the country
as IS was pushed out of one town, village

and city after another. Now the government
troops are hoping this will be the last time
they ever have to “liberate” an Iraqi town
from the grip of
the Sunni
jihadist group-
which now con-
trols only areas
of remote desert
in the country.
But the threat
from the IS
fighters stil l
remains. Rather
than stay and
fight, they fled
Rawa in the face of the Iraqi advance and
air strikes from a US-led coalition in the
direction of Syria, said mayor Hussein Ali.

Across the border they are still clinging to
chunks of territory and ferociously battling
Syrian regime forces for control of their last

urban strong-
hold Albu
Kamal.

Sunni tribes
fight IS

The barren
region around
Rawa is domi-
nated by a hand-
ful of Sunni
tribes and has
long been a bas-

tion of jihadist insurgency. Ever since the
US-led invasion ousted Saddam Hussein in
2003 the frontier zone has been a magnet

for foreign fighters and smugglers trans-
porting arms and other illicit goods. But
despite its reputation as a hotbed of
extremism, local inhabitants in Rawa insist
they were overjoyed to see the arrival of
government troops and back of the
jihadists. “It’s been said that the people
from here were for IS, but it was the exact
opposite,” said Aid. “If we were with IS,
then we wouldn’t have stayed behind now.”
Others from the region have gone even fur-
ther. Local Sunni tribal fighters took up
arms and sided with the mainly Shiite gov-
ernment forces to finally take down IS. “We
won here in Rawa,” said smiling combatant
Mohammed Al-Jougheifi, a bedouin scarf
wrapped around his head. “And if there are
ever any other battles to fight against IS
then we are ready.”— AFP 

Islamic State loses its grip in Iraq
Iraqi troops oust IS from the last town 

An end of era
for Irish
nationalism; 
Adams steps
down
DUBLIN: Sinn Fein’s Gerry Adams, a
pivotal figure in the political life of
Ireland for almost 50 years, said he will
step down as party leader and com-
plete a generational shift in the former
political wing of the Irish Republican
Army (IRA). Reviled by many as the
face of the IRA during its campaign
against British rule in Northern Ireland,
Adams reinvented himself as a peace-
maker in the troubled region and then
as a populist opposition parliamentari-
an in the Irish Republic.

Adams said he would be replaced
as party president, a position he has
held since 1983, at a party conference
next year. He would also not stand for
reelection to the Irish parliament.
“Republicanism has never been
stronger... But leadership means know-
ing when it is time for change. That
time is now,” Adams said in an emo-
tional speech to a packed party con-
ference. “I have complete confidence
in the next generation of leaders,” he
said. Adams stayed on stage as the
2,500-strong crowd, some in tears,

gave him a standing ovation and sang a
traditional Irish song about the road
home, followed by the national anthem. 

Adams will almost certainly hand
over to a successor with no direct
involvement in the decades of conflict
in Northern Ireland, a prospect that
would make Sinn Fein a more palat-
able coalition partner in the Irish
Republic where it has never been in
power. Deputy leader Mary Lou
McDonald, an English literature grad-
uate from Trinity College Dublin who
has been at the forefront of a new
breed of Sinn Fein politicians trans-
forming the party’s image, is the clear
favorite to take over. That would
mean the left-wing party being led on
both sides of the Irish border by
women in their 40s after Michelle
O’Neil l  succeeded Martin
McGuinness as leader in Northern
Ireland shortly before the former IRA
commander’s death in March.

IRA denials
Adams, who will turn 70 next

October, has always denied member-
ship of the IRA but accusations from
former IRA fighters that he was
involved in its campaign of killings have
dogged him throughout his career.
Adams was a key figure in the national-
ist movement throughout the three
decades of violence between Catholic
militants seeking a united Ireland,
mainly Protestant militants who wanted
to maintain Northern Ireland’s position
as a part of Britain, and the British
army. 3,600 died in the conflict, many
at the hands of the IRA. — Reuters

For 3 years, no 
electricity, TV
and telephone 

NAIROBI: People run away from tear gas before the arrival of Kenya’s
opposition party National Super Alliance (NASA) leader at Riverside slum in
Nairobi yesterday. — AFP 


