
Germany’s
coalition talks
hit stumbling 
block -
Immigration 
BERLIN: Immigration policy is emerging
as one of the thorniest issues dividing
German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
conservatives, the pro-business Free
Democrats (FDP) and left-leaning
Greens as they seek to forge a coalition
government in marathon talks. Here are
the three main stumbling blocks on
which they will have to reach common
positions to avoid snap elections.

Immigration 
Migrants and refugees have been

Germany’s toughest political issue since
a mass influx from 2015 brought some
1.2 million asylum seekers, sparking a
backlash that has seen the far-right AfD
party enter parliament. Merkel’s CDU
and especially their more conservative
CSU allies from Bavaria, where tens of

thousands of refugees crossed over the
border from Austria, are pushing to limit
Germany’s annual intake to a benchmark
figure of 200,000. The Greens, who
have long promoted migrant rights and a
multicultural society, finally appear
ready to accept the figure.But they will
not budge on their demand for a
resumption of family reunions for those
who have been granted temporary
refuge in Germany, something opposed
by both the CSU and FDP.

Amid alarm last year over the record
influx of refugees, Berlin suspended
reunifications until March 2018 for war
refugees like Syrians, granting them only
a year’s temporary protection which is
renewable depending on the situation in
their home countries. The Greens want
the suspension lifted, with negotiator
Juergen Trittin telling the Bild am
Sonntag newspaper: “We will not accept
that people who are already getting a
lower status of protection by law are
also excluded from family reunions. That
is inhumane.” They also reject a demand
from the other parties to declare the
North African nations of Algeria,
Morocco and Tunisia “safe countries of
origin”, which would raise the bar for
asylum applications for their citizens.

Climate
Germany, a clean-energy pioneer

long praised for its shift to renewables,
now risks missing its carbon reduction
targets, largely because coal plants still
account for about 40 percent of elec-
tricity production. All parties say they
are committed to Germany’s ambitious
carbon goals for 2020 and beyond, but
are fighting over how to do it. The
Greens have backed off their campaign
demands to phase out coal as well as
combustion-engine vehicles by 2030,

in the face of tough opposition from
the other parties which worry about
the impact on the energy and auto sec-
tors and job losses. But they have
reportedly rejected an offer to close
Germany’s 10 dirtiest coal plants, hav-
ing originally demanded that 20 be
shuttered.  They are also pushing for a
shift toward organic agriculture and
steps to protect biodiversity and
improve animal welfare —  AFP .
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WASHINGTON: It’s hard to overstate how
thoroughly the US military has prepared for
doomsday - the day America gets into a
nuclear shooting war. No detail seems to
have been overlooked. There’s even a des-
ignated “safe escape” door at the nuclear-
warfighting headquarters near Omaha,
Nebraska, through which the four-star
commander would rush to a getaway plane
moments before the first bomb hit.

Procedures are in place for ensuring US
nuclear weapons are ready for a presiden-
tial launch order in response to - or
in anticipation of - a nuclear attack
by North Korea or anyone else.
There are backup procedures and
backups for the backups. And yet
fundamental aspects of this night-
mare sequence remain a mystery. For
example, what would happen if an
American president ordered a
nuclear strike, for whatever reason,
and the four-star general at Strategic
Command balked or refused, believ-
ing it to be illegal?

Robert Kehler, a retired general
who once led that command, was asked this
at a congressional hearing last week. His
response: “You’d be in a very interesting
constitutional situation.” By interesting, he
seemed to mean puzzling. Brian McKeon, a
senior policy adviser in the Pentagon during
the Obama administration, said a president’s
first recourse would be to tell the defense
secretary to order the reluctant commander
to execute the launch order.

“And then, if the commander still resis-
ted,” McKeon said as rubbed his chin, “you

either get a new secretary of defense or
get a new commander.” The implication is
that one way or another, the commander in
chief would not be thwarted. The current
head of Strategic Command, Gen John
Hyten, said Saturday at the Halifax
International Security Forum in Canada
that he would refuse a launch order from a
president if he believed that order to be
illegal. Hyten also predicted that the presi-
dent would then ask him for options that
Hyten judged to be legal.

Bruce Blair, a former nuclear missile
launch officer and co-founder of the Global
Zero group that advocates eliminating
nuclear weapons, said the Kehler scenario
misses a more important point: The
Strategic Command chief might, in effect,
be bypassed by the president. A president
can transmit his nuclear attack order direct-
ly to a Pentagon war room, Blair said. From
there it would go to the men and women
who would turn the launch keys. The
renewed attention on these questions

reflects unease - justified or not - about
President Donald Trump’s temperament and
whether he would act impulsively in a crisis.

This past week’s Senate hearing was the
first in Congress on presidential authority
to use nuclear weapons since 1976, when a
Democratic congressman from New York,
Richard L Ottinger, pushed for the US to
declare it would never initiate a nuclear war.
Ottinger said he wanted to “eliminate the
prospect that human ignorance and poten-
tial human failure in the use of nuclear

materials, especially nuclear
weapons, will lead to the destruction
of civilization.” Forty-one years later,
the US hasn’t ruled out first-strike
nuclear options and is unlikely to do
so during Trump’s tenure. This trou-
bles experts who worry about a
president with the sole - some say
unchecked - authority to initiate
nuclear war.

“We are concerned that the
president of the United States is so
unstable, is so volatile, has a deci-
sion-making process that is so

quixotic, that he might order a nuclear
weapons strike that is wildly out of step
with US national security interests,” said
Sen Chris Murphy, D-Conn, said at the
outset of last week’s hearing. The commit-
tee chairman, Sen Bob Corker, R-Tenn,
said he was not targeting Trump. But he,
too, has publicly questioned whether
Trump’s aggressive rhetoric toward North
Korea and other countries could lead the
US into a world war. In the end, Corker’s
hearing produced little impetus for legisla-

tion to alter the presidential authorities.
James Acton, co-director of the nuclear
policy program at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, saw
politics at play. “But I think it’s a genuinely
important subject, and I think it’s one we
should be debating irrespective of who the
president is,” he said. Acton said a presi-

dent rightly has unchecked authority to
use nuclear weapons in response to an
actual or imminent nuclear attack. In his
view, the president should otherwise be
required to consult in advance with the
secretaries of state and defense, and the
attorney general, and get approval from
two of the three before acting. — AP 

Trump era triggers new debate 
about nuclear war authority

Nuke commander vows to resist illegal order 

BELLEVUE: Air Force Gen John Hyten, the incoming commander of the United States
Strategic Command, speaks to reporters following a change of command ceremony
at Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Neb. — AP 

There are 
backups for 
the backups

News in brief

LGBT cinema banned

ISTANBUL: The Turkish capital Ankara has banned the
public showing of films and exhibitions related to les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) issues, the
governor’s office said yesterday, citing risks to public
safety. The move is likely to deepen concern among
rights activists and Turkey’s Western allies about its
record on civil liberties under President Tayyip
Erdogan’s Islamist-rooted AK Party. “Starting from Nov
18, 2017, concerning our community’s public sensitivity,
any events such as LGBT... cinema, theatre, panels,
interviews, exhibitions are banned until further notice in
our province to provide peace and security,” the gover-
nor’s office said in a statement. It said that such exhibi-
tions could cause different groups in society to “pub-
licly harbor hatred and hostility” toward each other and
therefore pose a risk to public safety. 

‘Brexit bill’ proposal 

LONDON: Britain will submit proposals on how to set-
tle its divorce bill with the European Union before an
EU summit next month and is expected to negotiate
hard, finance minister Philip Hammond said yesterday.
The EU told Prime Minister Theresa May on Friday that
there was more work to be done to unlock the Brexit
talks, repeating its early December deadline for her to
flesh out Britain’s opening offer on the financial settle-
ment. “We will make our proposals to the European
Union in time for the Council,” Hammond told the BBC,
referring to the Dec 14-15 meeting of EU heads of gov-
ernment. He was speaking three days before he sets out
Britain’s budget plan, where he will have to find room
within tight fiscal constraints to help May convince vot-
ers that the Conservative government is tackling
Britain’s domestic problems at the same time as negoti-
ating its exit from the EU. 

Turkey ‘enemy’ insult

BRUSSELS: NATO has taken ‘disciplinary action’
against an individual over an incident in which Turkey’s
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the country’s
modern founder Mustafa Kemal Ataturk were portrayed
as enemies, the alliance’s secretary general has said.
The incident happened during a NATO military exer-
cise in the southern Norwegian city of Stavanger and
resulted in Ankara withdrawing its 40 troops last week.
In a telephone conversation with Erdogan on Saturday,
NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg “reiterated his apology
for the incidents” and said “that disciplinary action has
been taken against the individual in question, and that
procedures are being put in place to prevent any such
incident in the future,” according to an alliance official. 

Taleban prison raided 

LASHKAR GAH: Afghan and foreign special forces
raided a Taleban prison in southern Helmand province
yesterday and rescued at least 30 people, according to
army and provincial officials. Those rescued in the raid
in Helmand’s Nawzad district included four children
under the age of 12 and two policemen, the officials
said. Twenty of the people had been arrested by the
Taleban in connection with helping the government or
were family members of Afghan army and police. The
reasons for the jailing of six of those rescued was still
being investigated, said Abdul Qadir Bahadurzai, a
deputy spokesman for the army’s 215th Maiwand mili-
tary corps. The Taleban said in a statement that the
people rescued were criminals accused of robbery, kid-
napping, personal disputes and other crimes and were
awaiting trial. for it,” Taleban spokesman Qari Yousuf
Ahmadi said in the statement. 

‘Butcher of Bosnia’
faces historic war 
crimes verdict
THE HAGUE: UN war crimes judges will on Wednesday
hand down a historic verdict against former Bosnian
Serb army commander Ratko Mladic, blamed for steer-
ing Europe’s worst atrocities since World War II.  The
judgement and possible sentencing before the Yugoslav
war crimes court in The Hague marks the culmination of
a case spanning 22 years against Mladic, once dubbed
“The Butcher of Bosnia”. As the head of Bosnia’s Serb-
dominated army, Mladic, 74, is accused of 11 counts
including genocide, war crimes and crimes against
humanity, committed in the chaotic break-up of the for-
mer Yugoslavia after the fall of communism in 1990.

Mladic is one of the “first cases which in fact justi-
fied the creation of the International Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia,” chief prosecutor Serge
Brammertz said recently. Wednesday’s decision will
also be the court’s penultimate ruling as it prepares to
close on December 31 after more than two decades.
Prosecutors say Mladic played a pivotal role in a ruth-
less campaign of ethnic cleansing to create a Greater
Serbia during Bosnia’s bloody 1992-95 war which
claimed 100,000 lives and left 2.2 million others
homeless.

Genocide
Mladic was particularly sought over his role in com-

manding Bosnian Serb troops who in mid-1995 overran
the “safe” enclave of Srebrenica in eastern Bosnia. After
brushing aside lightly-armed Dutch UN peacekeepers,
troops under Mladic’s command proceeded to slaughter
almost 8,000 Muslim men and boys over the next days,
dumping their bodies in mass graves. The killings are
deemed the worst atrocities committed in Europe since

World War II and have been labeled genocide by two
international courts.

Mladic is also accused of ordering a 44-month-long
campaign of sniping and shelling against Bosnia’s capital
Sarajevo to terrorize its inhabitants, killing 10,000 peo-
ple, mostly civilians. Prosecutors further blame him for
the hostage-taking of 200 UN peacekeepers and
allegedly ordering his troops to “cleanse” Bosnian
towns, driving out Croats, Muslims and other non-Serb
residents. They have called for a life sentence. Mladic
told judges he was “sorry for every innocent that was
killed on all sides, in all ethnic communities in
Yugoslavia”, but has continued to deny the charges. 

‘Satanic court’  
Arrested at his cousin’s Serbian home in May 2011

after almost 16 years on the run, the once stocky and
brash military commander cut a very different picture in
the dock over the years. Markedly thinner and greyer, a
defiant Mladic told judges at his first appearance in
2011: “I defended my country and my people (and) I
now defend Ratko Mladic before you.” During hearings,
he frequently clashed with prosecutors, judges, witness-
es and even onlookers in the public gallery.

In one infamous moment as his trial opened in 2012,
Mladic was seen making a throat-cutting gesture
towards a victim’s relative. Mladic has called the
charges against him “obnoxious” and referred to the
ICTY as a “satanic court”. He also refused to testify in
the trial of Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic, his
political alter ego, who is currently appealing a 40-year
jail term imposed last year for similar charges. Mladic’s
lawyers have insisted he is “not a monster” and urged
that he be acquitted on all charges. Over the years his
health has deteriorated, and Mladic has suffered three
strokes. Judges however dismissed a last-minute
defense bid to postpone the verdict on medical grounds.  

‘Bodies everywhere’
During a complex trial lasting 523 days, almost

10,000 exhibits were admitted in evidence and there
were almost 600 witnesses. They provided hours of

harrowing testimony including from protected witness
RM-346, who told how he survived Srebrenica. “There
were a lot of dead bodies. Brains were splattered all
over,” said the man, who escaped despite being serious-
ly wounded. Mladic, Karadzic and former Yugoslav
president and Serbian strongman Slobodan Milosevic
were among the top leaders, who prosecutors said
formed the core of a “joint criminal enterprise” to create
a Greater Serbia.   —AFP 

SARAJEVO: File photo shows Ratko Mladic - then Bosnian
Serb General.  — AFP 

BERLIN: German Chancellor and leader of the Christian Democratic Union
(CDU) party Angela Merkel arrives at the representative office for further
exploratory talks with members of potential coalition parties. — AFP 


