
Its “caliphate” has imploded, its de facto capitals in Iraq
and Syria have fallen, and hundreds of its fighters have
either surrendered or fled. The Islamic State militant
group may not be dead yet but its dream of statehood
has already been buried, analysts say. No one in IS “will
now think of imposing ‘the territory of the caliphate’,”
said Hisham Al-Hashemi, an Iraqi specialist on extremist
movements. 

In 2014, self-proclaimed IS “caliph” Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi ruled over seven million people in a territory
as large as Italy encompassing large parts of Syria and
nearly a third of Iraq. This new “territory of Islam” - Dar
al-Islam in Arabic - attracted thousands of militants
from around the world, many accompanied by their
wives and children. The city of Raqqa became the de
facto Syrian capital, while Baghdadi made his only pub-
lic appearance in a mosque in Mosul, Iraq’s second
largest city and once a major Middle East trading hub.
In all of the cities the militant group controlled, the
black banner of IS flew above the buildings of a new
administration. Courts, hospitals and other official bod-
ies even issued birth or marriage certificates or verdicts
and other decrees on IS letterhead.

But less than four years after its sweeping offensive
stunned the world, IS has lost almost all of the territory it
controlled along with the precious income from oilfields
that funded its activities. “In the course of recent battles,
especially Mosul, a huge number of jihadis have died,” said
Kirk Sowell, publisher of Inside Iraqi Politics. “Subsequent

to that defeat, many others have surrendered or simply
fled the country or are trying to melt into the population.”
According to the US-led coalition fighting IS, the militants
have lost 95 percent of the cross-border caliphate they
declared in 2014.

Ever-tightening noose 
Hashemi said that after suffering such heavy losses,

“even what might remain of IS would not think of return-
ing” to the idea ofmilitary and administrative control of
territory. And the routed group has been confined in
Iraq to “four percent of the territory: wadis, oases and
desert  areas” without any populat ion, a long the
porous border with Syria where it has also been cor-

nered into an ever-tightening noose. In addition to the
Syrian and Iraqi armies, the remaining militants face
myriad forces backed by Russia, the United States or
Iran, often at odds with each other over their differing
regional interests. “The cal iphate project ran up
against geopolitical realities,” according to Karim
Bitar of the Paris-based Institute of International and
Strategic Affairs. As a result, “the international jihadi

galaxy is likely to revert to its previous strategy of
de-territorialization and revert to strikes against the
‘distant enemy’ in the West or Russia to show it must
still be reckoned with,” he added.

There is already a figurehead waiting in the wings. IS
was born of the ashes of the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant and Al-Qaeda before it, and Hashemi said that
despite the “caliphate” going down in flames, a new
organization is beginning to emerge. “Most veterans of IS
and Al-Qaeda in Iraq are now regrouping in Syria” where
militant groups still occupy many areas, he said.

These fighters - “the most indoctrinated and most dis-
ciplined” - have since September been forming the
“Ansar al-Furqan group, led by Hamza bin Laden”, the
son and would-be heir of Osama bin Laden. The younger

bin Laden has become active as an Al-Qaeda propagan-
dist since his father’s death at the hands of US special
forces in 2011 in Pakistan. In January, the United States
added Hamza bin Laden to its terrorist blacklist. His father
may be dead, but the bin Laden name continues to attract
recruits, Hashemi said. —AFP 
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An FBI report on the rise of black “extremists” is stirring
fears of a return to practices used during the civil rights
movement, when the bureau spied on activist groups
without evidence they had broken any laws. The FBI said
it doesn’t target specific groups, and the report is one of
many its intelligence analysts produce to make law
enforcement aware of what they see as emerging trends. A
similar bulletin on white supremacists, for example, came
out about the same time.

The 12-page report, issued in August, says “black iden-
tity extremists” are increasingly targeting law enforce-
ment after police killings of black men, especially since the
shooting of Michael Brown roiled Ferguson, Missouri, in
2014. The report describes cases in which “extremists”
had “acted in retaliation for perceived past police brutali-
ty incidents.” It warned that such violence was likely to
continue.

Black leaders and activists were outraged after Foreign
Policy revealed the existence of the report last month. The
Congressional Black Caucus, in a letter to FBI Director
Christopher Wray, said the report “conflates black politi-
cal activists with dangerous domestic terrorist organiza-
tions” and would further erode the frayed relationship
between police and minority communities. “I have never
met a black extremist. I don’t know what the FBI is talking
about,” said Chris Phillips, a filmmaker in Ferguson. 

Before the Trump administration, the report might not
have caused such alarm. The FBI noted it issued a similar
bulletin warning of retaliatory violence by “black sepa-
ratist extremists” in March 2016, when the country had a
black president, Barack Obama, and black attorney gener-
al, Loretta Lynch. But black voters overwhelmingly
opposed Donald Trump. And they are suspicious of his
administration, which has been criticized as insensitive on
racial issues, including when Trump was slow to condemn
white nationalist protesters following a deadly rally in
Charlottesville, Virginia.

Attorney General Jeff Sessions, a former Alabama sena-
tor whose career has been dogged by questions about race
and his commitment to civil rights, did not ease lawmakers’
concerns when he was unable to answer questions about the
report or its origins during a congressional hearing this past
week. Sessions said he was aware of “groups that do have
an extraordinary commitment to their racial identity, and
some have transformed themselves even into violent
activists”. He struggled to answer the same question about
white extremists.

Concerns 
It wouldn’t be unusual for an attorney general not to

have seen such an FBI assessment, which the FBI creates
on its own to circulate internally among law enforcement
agencies. But the exchange with Rep Karen Bass, a Los
Angeles Democrat, presented an uncomfortable moment.
“What worries me about this terribly is that this is a flash-
back to the past,” Bass said after the hearing. She said she
was especially concerned after receiving complaints from
members of Black Lives Matter, who said they were being
monitored and harassed by police in her district.

The group rallies after racially charged encounters
with police, but it is not mentioned in the FBI’s intelligence
assessment. Even so, Bass said she worried the report will
send a message to police that it’s OK to crack down on
groups critical of law enforcement. The FBI does not com-
ment on its intelligence bulletins, which usually are not
public. In a statement, the FBI said it cannot and will not
open an investigation based solely on a person’s race or
exercise of free speech rights.

“Our focus is not on membership in particular groups
but on individuals who commit violence and other criminal
acts,” the FBI said. “Furthermore, the FBI does not and
will not police ideology. When an individual takes violent
action based on belief or ideology and breaks the law, the
FBI will enforce the rule of law.”

The assessments are designed to help law enforcement
agencies stay ahead of emerging problems and should not
be seen as a sign of a broader enforcement strategy, said
Jeffrey Ringel, a former FBI agent and Joint Terrorism Task
force member who now works for the Soufan Group, a pri-
vate security firm. Agencies can decide for themselves
whether the assessment reflects a real problem, he said.

Playbook 
Still, some veterans of the black and Latino civil rights

movement said the FBI assessment reminded them of the
bureau’s now-defunct COINTELPRO, a covert and often
illegal operation under Director J Edgar Hoover in the
1950s and 1960s. Agents were assigned to “expose, disrupt,
misdirect, or otherwise neutralize the activities of black
nationalists,” Hoover said in a once-classified memo to field
agents. David Correia, an American Studies professor at the
University of New Mexico, said the new memo carries a
similar message.

“It’s part of their playbook,” he said. “They try to char-
acterize legitimate concerns about something like police
violence as somehow a danger so they can disrupt
protests.” The FBI used a similar tactic to try to cause
confusion among New Mexico Hispanic land grant
activists in the 1960s, he said. The cases listed in the new
bulletin include that of a sniper who said he was upset
about police treatment of minorities before killing five
officers during a protest in Dallas, and a man who wrote
of the need to inflict violence on “bad cops” before killing
three in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. —AP
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IS not dead but ‘caliphate’ dream in tatters

Trump campaign 
created own 
rules on sexual
harassment
“You can do anything,” Donald Trump
once boasted, speaking of groping and
kissing unsuspecting women. Maybe he
could, but not everyone can. The candidate
who openly bragged about grabbing
women’s private parts - but denied he real-
ly did so - was elected president months
before the cascading sexual harassment
allegations that have been toppling the
careers of powerful men in Hollywood,
business, the media and politics. He won
even though more than a dozen women
accused him of sexual misconduct, and
roughly half of all voters said they were
bothered by his treatment of women,
according to exit polls.

Now, as one prominent figure after
another takes a dive, the question remains:
Why not Trump? “A lot of people who vot-
ed for him recognized that he was what he
was, but wanted a change and so they
were willing to go along,” theorizes Jessica
Leeds, one of the first women to step for-
ward and accuse Trump of groping her,
decades ago on an airplane.

The charges leveled against him
emerged in the supercharged thick of the
2016 campaign, when there was so much
noise and chaos that they were just anoth-
er episode for gobsmacked voters to try to
absorb - or tune out. “When you have a
Mount Everest of allegations, any particu-
lar allegation is very hard to get traction
on,” says political psychologist Stanley
Renshon. And Trump’s unconventional can-
didacy created an entirely different set of
rules. “Trump is immune to the laws of
political physics because it’s not his job to
be a politician, it’s his job to burn down the
system,” says Eric Dezenhall, a crisis man-
agement expert in Washington.

Now Alabama Senate candidate Roy
Moore, accused of assaulting teenage girls
when he was in his 30s, is waving that
same alternative rulebook. Long a bane to
establishment Republicans, Moore is
thumbing his nose at calls by Senate

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and
other GOP members of Congress to drop
out of the campaign, and accusing them of
trying to “steal” the race from his loyal
insurgents.

Selective 
As for Trump, the president who rarely

sits out a feeding frenzy is selectively aim-
ing his Twitter guns at those under scruti-
ny. He quickly unloaded on Democrat Al
Franken after the Minnesota senator was
accused Thursday of forcibly kissing and
groping a Fox TV sports correspondent,
now a Los Angeles radio anchor, during a
2006 USO tour. Yet Trump has been large-
ly mum as Washington Republicans try to
figure out what to do about Moore.
McConnell and company have zero interest
in welcoming an accused child molester to
their ranks nor in seeing their slim 52-48
Senate majority grow even thinner should
Moore lose to Democrat Doug Jones in a
special election Dec. 12.

Trump did support moves by the national
Republican Party to cut off money for
Moore. But he hasn’t said whether he still
backs Moore’s candidacy. Spokeswoman
Sarah Huckabee Sanders, pressed repeat-
edly on the matter this week, would say only
that Trump “thinks that the people of
Alabama should make the decision on who
their next senator should be”. As for the
allegations against Moore, Sanders said
Trump finds them “very troubling”.

As for Franken, presidential adviser
Kellyanne Conway told Fox News that Trump
had merely “weighed in as he does on the
news of the day” when jabbing at the senator.
But Trump’s broadsides at Franken served as
an open invitation for critics to revisit his own
history of alleged sexual misconduct. Leeds,
for her part, called the president “the walking
definition of hypocrisy”.

Look no further than the bipartisan
howl that greeted Ivanka Trump’s state-
ment this week about Moore for a demon-
stration of the perilous crosscurrents
around Trump on the issue. “There’s a spe-
cial place in hell for people who prey on
children,” Trump’s daughter told the AP,
adding that she had “no reason to doubt
the victims’ accounts.” She did not call for
Moore to leave the race.  Liberals and con-
servatives both pounced. Those on the left
noted she had waited a week to chime in
and had never given similar credence to
the claims of her father’s accusers. —AP

Alabamians won’t
quit Moore,
because he never
quit them
Alabama’s Christian conservatives see Roy
Moore as their champion. He has battled
federal judges and castigated liberals, big
government, gun control, homosexuality,
Muslims and anything else that doesn’t fit
the evangelical mold. The Republican
Senate candidate has long stood with them,
and now, as he faces accusations of sexual
impropriety including the molestation of a
14-year-old girl, they are standing with him.

That steadfastness is shocking to many
outside Alabama who wonder how any
voter who claims to be Christian can stand
with a man accused of such acts. The
answer is both complicated and deeply
rooted in the DNA of a state that prides
itself on bucking norms. The state’s motto -
“We dare defend our rights” - is an
upfront acknowledgement of a fighting
spirit that has put Alabamians at odds with
the rest of the nation for generations.

Perhaps more importantly, there is a
deep-seated trust that leaves many willing
to accept Moore’s denials and discount the
word of women speaking out weeks before
the Dec 12 election after decades of public
silence. For some, Moore is more like a
biblical prophet speaking out for God than
a politician. Introducing Moore during a
“God Save America” rally at a south
Alabama church this week, pastor Mike
Allison said his support wasn’t wavering
because Moore never has.

“He has staunchly defended the
Constitution of the United States, he has
stood for the word of God ... he is against
the murder of the unborn by abortion. He is
for the defunding of Planned Parenthood.
He is against a redefinition of marriage and
believes firmly that it is only between a man
and a woman. And he is against all threats
against the traditional family,” Allison said.
“He is a fighter and a champion for right ....”

Since the allegations of sexual miscon-
duct surfaced, leading Washington
Republicans, though not President Donald
Trump, have abandoned him. At home,
polls have shown a tightening race as some

otherwise loyal GOP voters publicly dis-
avow Moore on social media; GOP Sen
Richard Shelby has said he will write-in
someone rather than vote for Moore.

Magical appeal 
Yet Moore still holds almost magical

appeal for many. Fearful of angering
Moore’s supporters, the Alabama GOP has
stuck with him, and voters like Larry Gibbs
are putting their confidence in the Vietnam
veteran long known as the “Ten
Commandments judge,” for putting shrines
to the commandments in his courtroom and
then in the Supreme Court rotunda. “He
comes up here to the church and he’s quot-
ing scripture and he relates to us,” said
Gibbs, who attended the pro-Moore rally
where Allison spoke.

Even a relative of one of Moore’s accus-
ers is publicly siding with Moore. “He fought
like hell to keep the Ten Commandments in
the damn courthouse,” said a Facebook live
video by Darrel Nelson. Nelson said his
father, John Alan Nelson, is married to
Beverly Young Nelson, who publicly accused
Moore of sexually assaulting her as a teen.
Nelson’s lawyer, Gloria Allred, refused com-
ment on any relationship between her client
and Darrel Nelson. But Beverly Nelson’s son
Spencer Harris has referred to Darrel Nelson
as his stepbrother in his own Facebook posts
supporting his mother.

Polarizing  
Moore is polarizing - a big reason his

fans like him - and local opponents see him
as a Bible-thumping opportunist playing
on peoples’ religion. Moore lost badly in
bids for the Republican gubernatorial nom-
ination in 2006 and 2010. Moore was con-
sidered an odd loner by fellow members of
his cadet company at West Point. A year-
book passage from the academy referred
to Moore as an “individualist by nature”
who was worthy of respect “among those
who really know him.”

That reputation carried over to Etowah
County, where Moore was an assistant
prosecutor and circuit judge. He didn’t typ-
ically join in the banter common in so many
small-town, Southern courtrooms. With a
conservative view of religion at his core,
Moore instead fought the American Civil
Liberties Union over courtroom prayer and
the wooden Ten Commandments plaque in
his courtroom and rode the publicity to
election as Alabama’s chief justice. —AP


