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designed to rescue trapped submarine sailors at dif-
ferent depths, as well as a remotely operated underwa-
ter robot known as an ROV.  “We will do what is neces-
sary to f ind the submarine as soon as possible,”
Argentine President Mauricio Macri wrote on Twitter.
All land communications bases along the coast were
ordered to scan for any follow-up signals, as family
members of the missing waited nervously in the coastal
city of Mar del Plata.

Claudio Rodriguez, whose brother Hernan is aboard
the submarine, was hopeful, saying the satellite signals
suggested the vessel was still afloat and would be found.

“They’ve got to be afloat. Thank God,” he said. “That
gives us hope, because we knew that if they were down
below, they would be screwed,” he told TN news from
the western city of Mendoza. Among those on board is
Argentina’s first female submarine officer, 35-year-old
weapons officer Eliana Krawczyk. The navy has not
ruled out any hypothesis, a spokesman said. The most
likely scenario given is that an electrical problem may
have unexpectedly cut off the vessel’s communications.

The San Juan is a TR-1700 class submarine which
had been returning from a routine mission to Ushuaia,
near the southernmost tip of South America, to its base
at Mar del Plata, about 400 kilometers south of Buenos
Aires. It is one of three submarines in the Argentine fleet.
Sixty-five meters long and seven meters wide, it was
built by Germany’s Thyssen Nordseewerke and launched
in 1983. It underwent a refit between 2007 and 2014 to
extend its use by about 30 years. At the Vatican,
Argentine-born Pope Francis said he offered “his fervent
prayer” for the safety of the submarine sailors. — AFP 
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Arab nation... is under the total control of this terrorist
party,” he said. Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Al-Hariri, a
Saudi ally, resigned on Nov 4 from Riyadh, accusing Iran
and Hezbollah of spreading strife. But Lebanese President
Michel Aoun and other politicians accused Saudi Arabia of
holding Hariri hostage and said he had been coerced into
resigning. Saudi Arabia and Hariri both deny that. Hezbollah,
both a military force involved in Syria’s war and a political
movement, is part of a Lebanese government made up of
rival factions, and an ally of Aoun.

Arab diplomats said a Saudi draft resolution put forward
to the Arab ministers is proposing a declaration of solidarity
with the kingdom and stating Arab support for actions it
might take to safeguard its national security in the face of
Tehran’s policies. The diplomats spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not authorized to brief the
media. The Saudi draft also includes a warning to Iran
against continuing its present policies in the region and
orders Arab diplomats to request a meeting of the UN
Security Council to discuss what it called Iranian “threats”,
added the diplomats.

The draft appears to be in synch with Saudi Arabia’s
hardening of its rhetoric against Iran since the Yemeni
rebels, known as Houthis, fired that missile on Nov 4. Along
with that attack, the resolution cited the bombing of an oil
pipeline in Bahrain also this month as an example of Iran’s
threat to regional security. Iran denies arming the Houthis,
who say they locally produced the missile. The Houthis
remain in control of Yemen’s capital, Sanaa, and most of the
country’s north, while government forces and their allies,
backed by the Saudi-led coalition, have driven them out of
most of the country’s south.

Syria is another battlefield of the proxy conflict between
Shiite Iran and Sunni powerhouse Saudi Arabia; Riyadh has
been supporting groups fighting forces loyal to President
Bashar Al-Assad. Iran, on the other hand, has supported
Assad’s government, providing it with billions of dollars’
worth of economic and military aid since the civil war there
began in 2011. Lebanon’s Iranian-backed Hezbollah, a Shiite
guerrilla group, and an assortment of Iranian-linked Shiite
militias from places like Iraq and Afghanistan, have been
fighting on the Syrian government’s side.

The Saudi draft is unlikely to win the support of every-
one in the Arab League. For example, Shiite-majority Iraq,
bound to Iran by close military and religious ties, is likely to
oppose a resolution that condemns or vilifies its neighbor.
Lebanon’s Iranian-backed guerrilla group Hezbollah is a key
member in Beirut’s government, which makes it unlikely for
the country to support an anti-Iranian resolution. Both Iraq
and Lebanon were represented by mid-level diplomats in
yesterday’s meeting.

Qatar, which has been at loggerheads with Saudi Arabia,
partially over its close ties with Iran, is another country
unlikely to endorse a resolution that finds Iran guilty of
fomenting instability in the  region. Saudi Arabia and its
allies Egypt, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain have
been boycotting Qatar since June over allegations that it
backs militant Islamic groups and maintaining close ties
with Iran.

Arab League Secretary General Ahmed Aboul Gheit told
ministers that Arab nations would raise the matter with
international organizations, including the UN Security
Council. But the assembly gave no details on what measures
they would take. “Iranian threats have gone beyond all limits
and pushed the region into a dangerous abyss,” Gheit said.

“Unfortunately countries like the Saudi regime are pur-
suing divisions and creating differences, and because of this
they don’t see any results other than divisions,” Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif told Iranian state
media yesterday on the sidelines of a meeting in Antalya,
Turkey, with his Russian and Turkish counterparts about the
Syria conflict. — Agencies 
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The meeting replaced Mugabe as party chief with
Mnangagwa and recalled the first lady as head of the
women’s league. The Central Committee accused the
first lady Grace of “preaching hate, divisiveness and
assuming roles and powers not delegated to the office.”
The committee’s decisions will be formalized at a special
party congress next month.

The Central Committee also expelled several high-
level members close to the first lady, including minister
of higher education Jonathan Moyo, finance minister
Ignatious Chombo, Mugabe’s nephew Patrick Zhuwao,
local government minister Saviour Kasukuwere, foreign
affairs minister Walter Mzembi and several others.

Zimbabwean officials never revealed details of
Mugabe’s talks with the military on his exit, but the mili-
tary appeared to favor a voluntary resignation to main-
tain a veneer of legality in the political transition.
Mugabe, in turn, likely was using whatever leverage he
had left to try to preserve his legacy as one of Africa’s
liberation leaders or even protect himself and his family
from possible prosecution.

Chris Mutsvangwa, head of the country’s liberation
war veterans, vowed to “bring back the crowd” if the
president didn’t step aside but said he was concerned
that the military would end up opening fire to protect
Mugabe from protesters. “We would expect that
Mugabe would not have the prospect of the military
shooting at people, trying to defend him,” Mutsvangwa
said. “The choice is his.”

Mugabe’s son Chatunga railed against those who had
pushed out his father. “You can’t fire a Revolutionary
leader!” he wrote on this Facebook page. “ZANU-PF is

nothing without President Mugabe.” On Harare’s streets,
few seemed to care about the legal niceties as they her-
alded a “second liberation” and spoke of their dreams
for political and economic change after two decades of
deepening repression and hardship.

On Saturday, most of Harare’s population of 1.6 mil-
lion poured into the streets in an anti-Mugabe demon-
stration that just days ago would have brought a police
crackdown. They clambered onto tanks moving slowly
through the crowds, took selfies with soldiers and
surged in the thousands toward the State House build-
ing. The euphoria came after years of watching the
once-prosperous African nation fall into decay, with a
collapsing economy, repression of free speech, disputed
elections and international sanctions. Even as concerns
remained about who next would be in charge, people
reveled in the rare chance to express themselves freely.
Let us have this moment, Zimbabweans said. If the next
leader becomes trouble, they vowed to return to the
streets again.

The huge crowds in Harare have given a quasi-
democratic veneer to the army’s intervention, backing
its assertion that it is merely effecting a constitutional
transfer of power, rather than a plain coup, which
would risk a diplomatic backlash. Despite the euphoria,
some Mugabe opponents are uneasy about the promi-
nent role played by the military, and fear Zimbabwe
might be swapping one army-backed autocrat for
another, rather than allowing the people to choose
their next leader.

“The real danger of the current situation is that hav-
ing got their new preferred candidate into State House,
the military will want to keep him or her there, no mat-
ter what the electorate wills,” former education minis-
ter David Coltart said. The United States, a longtime
Mugabe critic, said it was looking forward to a new era
in Zimbabwe, while President Ian Khama of neighbour-
ing Botswana said Mugabe had no diplomatic support
in the region and should resign at once. — Agencies  
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MUSCAT: Sultan Qaboos of Oman (center) attends a military parade marking the sultanate’s 47th National Day in the capital yesterday. — AFP 

Members of the ZANU-PF central committee react after the ruling party fired President Robert Mugabe yesterday. — AP 


