
DUBAI: Tommy Fleetwood won the Race to
Dubai and the right to be called the top golfer
in Europe after a tense battle with Justin Rose
that was ultimately decided on the final green
of the season yesterday.

Rose, seemingly in cruise control after 11
holes as he
opened up a
one-shot lead
atop of the
leaderboard
on 19-under
par, then
wobbled and
made bogeys
on the 12th,
14th and 16th
holes on the
Earth course
of Jumeirah
Golf Estates.

The 37-year-old No. 6-ranked golfer
reached the par-5 18th hole three shots
behind clubhouse leader Jon Rahm of Spain
(19 under), and needed to make an eagle to
move up to second.  With Fleetwood in the
clubhouse in joint 21st at 11 under, Rose need-
ed to finish in solo fourth place or better to
win his second Order of Merit title.

Just short of the green with his second
shot, Rose used his putter and came agoniz-
ingly close but the ball did not go in. He fin-
ished in joint fourth place at 17-under par
with three other players, handing the title to

Fleetwood.
Spain’s Rahm, winner of the Irish Open

earlier this year on the European Tour, fired a
final-round 67 to finish on 19-under par 269
to win the tournament.

Ireland’s Shane Lowry shot the day’s best
round, a 63, to
finish tied
second at 270
a l o n g s i d e
T h a i l a n d ’ s
K i r a d e c h
Aphibarnrat
(67). Masters
c h a m p i o n
Sergio Garcia
(65) and
South African
duo of Dylan
Frittelli (69)
and Dean

Burmester (68) were the other players tied for
fourth with Rose. Rose made four birdies in
his first seven holes, and played his first poor
shot on the 12th when his approach found the
greenside bunker. He made a bogey there,
before finding the water with his second shot
on the par-5 14th and missing a two-foot par
putt on the 16th.

After two successive rounds of 65,
Fleetwood failed to make headway on Sunday,
and could only watch the drama unfold in the
scoring tent after a two-over par 74 round.

“It’s the biggest day of my career for sure.

The emotions were difficult on me. I don’t
trust computers, so even when everything had
finished, it was so difficult to get up or down.
Then I felt for Justin a lot. He was so gracious
when he came in.shows a lot about his charac-
ter,” said Fleetwood after accepting his tro-
phy. “The achievement of winning a year-long
thing is massive and it holds a lot of respect
among your peers and the players. It shows
sort of the level of consistency and the
amount I’ve improved as a player and as a
person.” Rose was disappointed with his fin-
ish, but delighted for Fleetwood. “I just feel I
went a bit flat around the turn. I had oppor-
tunities around 10 and 11 and didn’t take
those. I got a little bit out of my routine and a
little distracted, had a poor shot on the par-5
and then it was a struggle from there on in.
The shots on 13 and 14 were the undoing,” he
said. “Tommy, I’m pleased for him. He’s bat-
tled hard all year and put a good week in
South Africa and had a great couple of
comeback rounds this week to fight back and
deserve it. He’s been leading all year and it’s
good for him to finish it off.” As other players
struggled down the stretch, Rahm birdied the
14th and the tough 16th to take the lead for
good. “I was a little anxious before teeing off.
I really wanted to win. I really wanted to fin-
ish strong,” said Rahm, who also won the
PGA Tour event in Torrey Pines and is
expected to climb up to fourth place in the
world rankings today in his first full season as
a professional. — AP
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Fleetwood wins Race to Dubai 
title as Rose falls short

Wins European Tour’s order of merit

Rose made four 
birdies in his 

first seven holes

DUBAI: Tommy Fleetwood of England poses with the Race to Dubai trophy after the
final round of the DP World Tour Championship golf tournament in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates, yesterday. — AP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: As Kuwait Shooting Sport club gets
ready for HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Shooting Grand Prix to be
held in January with the participation of many
brotherly and friendly shooting federations from
around the world, the tournament of Mustafa
Karam Trading and Contracting Company con-
cluded on Saturday at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex with a ceremony that
was attended by President of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations Engineer Duaij Khalaf Al-
Otaibi, Kuwait Shooting Club Deputy Chairman
Mohammad Mustafa Karam, Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations Secretary General Obaid
Al-Osaimi, and KSSC Treasurer Essa Butiban.  In
his speech on behalf of KSSC Al-Osaimi thanked
Mustafa Karam and Sons Company for support-
ing Kuwait shooting activities, and gave special
tribute to the late Mustafa Karam for encourag-
ing outstanding shooters of the national teams in
order to encourage them make more achieve-
ments in the name of Kuwait at all levels.

He added that the tournament that lasted
three days in the Olympic shotgun events Skeet,
Trap and Double Trap attracted a large number
of shooters from the club, National Guard and

shooters from UAE and was characterized by
strong competition prompting shooters to exert
extra effort in order to win the coveted cup. 

The tournament saw Kuwait trap shooter
Khalid Al-Mudhaf record a new world record
with the score of 121/125, as the results of the
tournament were as follows:

In the trap event: Khalid Al-Mudhaf was first
followed by Abdelrahman Al-Faihan in second
while Tami Al-Rashidi was third.

In the skeet event: Mansour Al-Rashidi was
first, Mohammad Al-Daihani second while
Abdelaziz Al-Faihan ended in third place.

In the double trap event: Saad Lafi first, Fahad
Lafi second and Ahmad Al-Afasi third.

In the ladies trap even Sarah Al-Hawal was

first, followed by Shahad Al-Hawal in second and
Sumaya Al-Juhail in third.

In the ladies skeet Eman Al-Shamma was first,
Afrah Adel second and Fatima Al-Zaabi third.
President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Eng Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi thanked
Mustafa Karam Company for its continued sup-
port and patronage of this annual tournament
and encouragement of shooters who made and
still are making outstanding achievements in the
name of Kuwait both locally and internationally.

He said the club is exerting all efforts in order
to make sure shooters are always ready to partic-
ipate in all domestic, regional and international
events including HH the Amir Grand Prix which is
to be held in January here in Kuwait.
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BANGKOK: Giving it the upper hand in the
2017 AUTOBACS SUPERGT champi-
onship, Lexus landed a stunning pole-to-
win victory, the fifth of the season, in the
penultimate round of the SUPER GT500
series, held recently at the Chang
International Circuit in Thailand. Driven by
Ryo Hirakawa and Nick Cassidy, the #37
KeePer TOM’S LC 500 finished first, fol-
lowed by the #6 WAKO’s 4CR LC 500 in
second place. The Lexus team KeePer
TOM’S now leads the Team Ranking of the
series with 87 points, while Hirakawa and
Cassidy lead the Driver Ranking with 69
points. 

The latest achievement the team sealed
in the only round of the season to have
hosted overseas gave the team and its
drivers significant points advantages in the
championship titles. Takayuki Yoshitsugu,
Chief Representative, Middle East and
North Africa Representative Office, Toyota
Motor Corporation, said: “We congratulate
the Lexus teams on their victory in the
penultimate round of the season and for
bringing the championship title ever closer
within our reach. This race demonstrated
the skill and determination of our drivers
and the engineering excellence of our cars
as they had to swiftly adapt to changing
weather. While participating in these
events, we focus on testing our cars under
extreme conditions on racetracks and
bringing the best of Lexus’ amazing engi-
neering and design to stimulate our cus-
tomers’ emotions.”

Yoshitsugu added: “To our fans, we
express our gratitude for their immense
support throughout the races and for being
an inspiring force behind our continued
success.” The unpredictable weather made
it difficult for the teams to judge which tire
compound to use. As the rain stopped just
ahead of the start, only three of the 15
teams among the top-level GT500 class
opted for slicks while others went for wet
weather tires.

Due to the wet track, the officials opted
for a controlled, three-lap start led by the
safety car. Traffic and 30-degree tempera-
tures eventually erased the wet tire advan-
tage, but by the ninth round, the three cars
on slicks were way down the order, having
set lap times approximately 20 seconds
slower than those on wets.

By the time the last cars returned to the
race after the first round of pit stops, the
#37 KeePer TOM’S LC 500 had resumed
its lead - a feat it repeated in the second
stop for the driver change from Nick
Cassidy to Ryo Hirakawa. By this time,
considerable gaps had opened between all
the competitors, leaving no car to chal-
lenge the insurmountable #37 Lexus for
the lead. Smaller gaps in the middle order
delivered further excitement as the remain-
ing five Lexus LC 500 teamsalso pushed
hard to achieve.

With just two laps to go, an engine issue
for the #12 competitor car in third place
improved the ratio of LC 500s in the upper
order. By the time the chequered flag fell,
not only had the #37 KeePer TOM’S car
secured its second victory of the season,
but five of the top six places were held by
Lexus LC 500 models.

The KeePer TOM’S team, therefore,
goes into the final round as the champi-
onship leader, six points ahead of fellow
Lexus team #6 WAKO’s 4CR in second
place. This positioning is also mirrored in
the drivers’ championship, where Cassidy
and Hirakawa are six points ahead of #6
WAKO’s 4CR drivers, Kazuya Oshima and
Andrea Caldarelli. Based on these stand-
ings after round seven, the probability of
Lexus securing both the teams’ and driv-
ers’ championship is extremely high.

Nick Cassidy said: “I’m overwhelmed.
Today was an amazing day, and I can’t
thank the team and other parties enough.
The result was important, but at the same
time, I think this was one of the best GT
races I have ever done. The power was
really, really good and our choice of the
wet tires gave me enough of an advantage
to stay ahead of the cars behind, so I didn’t
need to take risks in the traffic. After hand-
ing over to Ryo, he did an amazing job, as
he always does. I am now really looking
forward to Motegi, especially with no suc-
cess ballast.” 

“We achieved the best result,” said Ryo
Hirakawa. He added: “Honestly, I was very
nervous before the start and worried about
which tire to choose, but the pace of the
car in the rain was good. The timing to
change to dry tires determined the race.
With maybe some luck, we were able to
get in the pit at the perfect time. The pit
work was quick, and my out laps were nice
and clean. After that, I never looked back
and focused on not making mistakes and
keeping the rank we were in. It was a great
race, which has put us in a good position
for the final round. All cars will lose the
weight handicap at the final race in Motegi,
so I hope to run another race as I did in the
first round of the season.”

The grand final of the 2017 Super GT
championship will be held on 11-12
November at the Twin Ring Motegi circuit
in Japan.
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LONDON: Zolani Tete took just 11 seconds to
record the fastest knockout in world champi-
onship fight history in Belfast on Saturday
night. The South African etched his name into
the record books when he flattened country-
man Siboniso Gonya with his first punch to
retain his World Boxing Organisation ban-
tamweight crown. Tete floored his opponent

with a devastating right hook after just five
seconds and the referee stopped the contest
officially just six seconds later when it
became clear Gonya was out cold. It is the
fastest knockout in a world championship
bout, eclipsing the record held by WBO
super-bantamweight champion Daniel
Jimenez who stopped Harald Geier in 17 sec-
onds in 1994.  “I’ve been preparing so hard
for this fight,” Tete told the BoxNation televi-
sion channel. “I knew Gonya wasn’t going to
last. “My trainers are the ones doing the job
behind the scenes, I would like to thank
them.” Promoter Frank Warren added: “He
was gone before he hit the canvas. Tete is
something special.” After his astonishing
quick-fire win, Tete has set his sights on fac-
ing Northern Ireland’s Ryan Burnett. Burnett
is a unified bantamweight world champion,
having held the IBF title since June 2017 and
the WBA title since October 2017. — AFP
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