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GENOA: Juventus’ forward Gonzalo Higuain from Argentina (L) jumps for the ball with Sampdoria’s defender Gian Marco Ferrari during the Italian Serie A football match Sampdoria Vs
Juventus.—AFP
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Juventus loses ahead of Barca clash
MILAN: Juventus fell to a surprise 3-2 defeat at
Sampdoria, which maintained its perfect home record
in Serie A yesterday. Duvan Zapata, Lucas Torreira and
Gian Marco Ferrari put Sampdoria 3-0 up in the sec-
ond half before Juventus threatened an astonishing
stoppage-time comeback with a penalty from Gonzalo
Higuain and a strike from Paulo Dybala.

It will be a blow to Juve’s confidence ahead of
Wednesday’s Champions League match against
Barcelona. Juventus is four points behind leader Napoli,
which beat AC Milan 2-1 on Saturday. The Bianconeri
could be overtaken by Inter Milan, which is a point
behind and hosts Atalanta later.

Sampdoria, which has played a match fewer than
most other teams, moved five points behind Juventus.
Juventus was without defender Andrea Barzagli and
goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon, who were recovering from
the disappointment of Italy’s failure to qualify for the
World Cup and Sampdoria made the most of their
absences to expose the Bianconeri defensively.

Samp broke the deadlock six minutes into the sec-
ond half when a poor clearance by Federico
Bernardeschi on Fabio Quagliarella’s cross fell straight
to Zapata. He leapt above
Stephan Lichtsteiner to
send a looping header past
Wojciech Szczesny.

Juventus upped the pres-
sure but was stifled by a
solid Sampdoria side, which
doubled its lead in the 71st
with a fine strike from
Torreira from just outside
the area into the bottom left
corner. It got worse for Juve
eight minutes later. The
defense should have dealt with a cut-back from former
Juventus forward Quagliarella but Ferrari beat Sami
Khedira to tap in from close range. Juventus had penal-
ty appeals turned down at the end of the first half but it

was awarded a spot kick at the end of the second when
Douglas Costa was tripped by Ivan Strinic for a last-
gasp penalty. Higuain converted in the first minute of

stoppage time but it seemed
to be too little, too late.

Dybala reduced the
deficit still further moments
later when he ran down the
right flank before cutting
inside and placing the ball
into the bottom right corner.
But Juventus didn’t have
time to get the equalizer,
with Higuain flagged offside
in the last sequence of
action.

MORE HEARTBREAK
Benevento again came agonizingly close to claiming

its first Serie A point, before a late goal saw it lose 2-1

at home to Sassuolo. Samuel Armenteros netted in the
65th for Benevento to cancel out Alessandro Matri’s
opener but the hosts’ hopes of getting something from
the match were dashed when defender Gaetano Letizia
was sent off two minutes later following a second
booking. Benevento clung on and it appeared as if its
luck was about to change when Domenico Berardi hit
the crossbar with a stoppage-time penalty but Federico
Peluso netted the winner two minutes later. Benevento
has no points from its first 13 Serie A matches and has
twice before conceded a stoppage-time winner.

OTHER MATCHES
Talented youngster Federico Chiesa celebrated sign-

ing a new-deal at Fiorentina with a late goal to help it
draw 1-1 at Spal. Chievo Verona also drew 1-1 at Torino,
where home striker Andrea Belotti had his penalty
saved. Elsewhere, new Genoa coach Davide Ballardini
had an ideal debut as he steered his side to a 1-0 win at
Crotone. Cagliari won 1-0 at Udinese. —AP
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ATLANTA: Kyrie Irving scored 30 points, Jaylen
Brown added a career-high 27 and the Boston Celtics
won their 15th straight game with a 110-99 victory
over the Atlanta Hawks on Saturday night. At 15-2,
Boston leads the NBA and matched the best start in
franchise history through 17 games. The winning
streak is the club’s fifth-longest, four behind the
2008-09 team that set the franchise mark. Dennis
Schroder had 23 points, and Kent Bazemore added 19
for Atlanta. The Hawks are an Eastern Conference-
worst 3-13, but they still had plenty of adrenaline fol-
lowing a 46-point victory over Sacramento - the
biggest in franchise history - two nights ago. The
Celtics erased a 16-point deficit to take their first lead
on Brown’s 3-pointer midway through the third. It
marked Boston’s fourth win when trailing by at least
16 during the streak. Irving, playing with a protec-
tive mask to protect a minor facial fracture, ended
the game with a right-handed finger-roll layup,
delighting a few thousand Boston fans who were
chanting “MVP! MVP!” in the fourth quarter. In
31 minutes, Irving made 10 of 12 shots, including

five 3-pointers, and hit all five of his free throws.

WARRIORS 124, 76ERS 116
Stephen Curry scored 35 points, Kevin Durant

had 27 and defending NBA champion Golden State
overcame a 22-point halftime deficit to beat
Philadelphia. Joel Embiid scored 21 points and Ben
Simmons had 23 points and 12 assists for
Philadelphia. The 76ers led 47-28 after one quarter
and 74-52 at the half. But the Warriors erased that
large deficit with a furious rally in the third quarter.
Curry’s 3-pointer got them within one point. He then
made a pair of free throws to give Golden State a
90-89 lead. The two-time NBA MVP hit another 3
and Draymond Green blew past a defender for a
dunk to make it 99-89 going into the fourth.

ROCKETS 105, GRIZZLIES 83
James Harden scored 29 points, Clint Capela had

17 points and 13 rebounds and Houston beat
Memphis. Houston guard Chris Paul added 17 points
and six assists in his second game since returning
from a left knee injury. Paul and Harden combined
for 10-of-19 shooting from beyond the arc, and the
Rockets were 18 for 43 from 3-point range overall.
Memphis dropped its fourth consecutive game.
Chandler Parsons led the Grizzlies with 17 points on
7-for-9 shooting, and Marc Gasol and JaMychal
Green each scored 15 points.

JAZZ 125, MAGIC 85
Rodney Hood scored 31 points, Derrick Favors

had 25 points and 11 rebounds and Utah routed
Orlando to snap a three-game losing streak. The
40-point margin matched the Magic’s worst home
loss in team history. Hood was 12 for 21 from the
field in his highest-scoring game of the season. The
reserve guard had 19 straight points for Utah over
one stretch that went from the end of the third
through early in the fourth. Aaron Gordon had 18
points and nine rebounds for Orlando.

TRAIL BLAZERS 102, KINGS 90
C.J. McCollum scored 25 points, Damian Lillard

had 22 and Portland handed Sacramento its ninth
consecutive road loss. McCollum hit four 3-pointers
and shot 9 of 16 to help Portland avenge an 86-82
road loss to the Kings on Friday night. Lillard had
six assists, the Blazers shot 54 percent (38 of 70)
from the floor and made 10 of 21 3-pointers. Willie
Cauley-Stein had 18 points and nine rebounds to
lead Sacramento, and Zach Randolph had 17.

MAVERICKS 111, BUCKS 79
Wesley Matthews scored a season-high 22

points and Dallas beat Milwaukee to stop a four-
game slide. Matthews also had eight assists while
helping Dallas (3-14) to its first win since Nov. 7 at
Washington. He went 6 for 8 from 3-point range. J.J.
Barea had 20 points for the Mavericks, and Harrison
Barnes finished with 18. Giannis Antetokounmpo
had 24 points and 17 rebounds for the Bucks. They
had won four in a row.— AP

Irving, Celtics beat
Hawks 110-99 for
15th straight victory

ATLANTA: Atlanta Hawks’ John Collins, right, dunks
the ball against Boston Celtics’ Al Horford, left, and
Marcus Morris, rear, in the third quarter of an NBA
basketball game in Atlanta. — AP


