
NEW DELHI: A throne with a built-in commode for a
French monarch takes pride of place at a New Delhi
museum trying to break taboos surrounding toilets in a
country where such convenience remains a sensitive
issue. The replica of the wooden throne used by King
Louis XIV is among a treasure trove at the Sulabh
International Museum of Toilets, tucked away in a
bustling suburb of the Indian capital.

The French king is believed to have struggled with
constipation and held audiences while defecating to
save time, say the museum curators.  Scores of curious
visitors stop by daily to see the centuries-old com-
modes, chamber pots and bidets as well as a 21st cen-
tury machine that turns human waste into ash in sec-
onds. More were expected for Sunday’s UN World
Toilet Day which has events around the globe.

“It is quite an unusual museum and I believe it’s the
only one of its kind in the world,” Bindeshwar Pathak,

founder of the museum and the non-profit Sulabh
International, told AFP. “The idea was to start a healthy
conversation about sanita-
tion and toilets.  We wanted
to tell people toilet is not a
dirty word,” he said, playing
with a small black ball made
from dried human waste
mixed with glue.

Pathak said the museum
has gained traction since
being named among the
world’s top 10 whacky
museums by Time magazine
in 2014. “Hundreds of visi-
tors come now on the week-
ends,” said the 74-year-old, affectionately known as
India’s ‘Toilet Guru’. The walls of the museum are plas-

tered with toilet room jokes as well as Victorian-era
pictures of ‘basket women’ in Europe carrying night-

soil-fertiliser made from
human feces.

Toilets are a touchy issue
in India where about 600
million people-nearly half of
the population-defecate in
the open, according to
UNICEF.  Some 70 percent
of Indian households do not
have a toilet-while 90 per-
cent have access to mobile
phones. More than half the
world population does not
have a home toilet. Experts

say open defecation in India stems from poverty and a
belief that toilets inside the home are unclean. So peo-

ple prefer to squat in the open.
Three years ago, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

launched a massive cleanliness drive, pledging to build
toilets for all by 2019. So far the government has
helped install more than 50 million toilets across the
country of 1.3 billion people. The Delhi museum’s col-
lection also draws the curious to see a cushioned loo
used in European gambling clubs which helped mem-
bers keep an eye on table stakes without having to
take a break.

One 18th century pot used by French royalty mocks
the English by being designed as a stack of
Shakespearean classic books. “It is very interesting to
see and read about the quirky designs and the history
behind them,” said Vinita Lodwal, a 25-year-old study-
ing to be a nurse. “It’s informative and funny too,” said
Lodwal, as she posed for a selfie with her friend in
front of an ornately designed commode.  —AFP
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S Korea confirms
H5N6 bird flu 
at duck farm 
SEOUL: South Korea yesterday said it had confirmed an
outbreak of highly pathogenic H5N6 bird flu at a duck
farm in the south west of the country and raised its bird
flu alert level to the highest ranking. The virus was discov-
ered on a farm on Saturday with some 12,000 ducks in
Gochang county, over 270 km southwest of Seoul. All of
the ducks were slaughtered after the discovery, the agri-
culture ministry said in a statement. This was the coun-
try’s first such outbreak since June this year. The ministry
has stepped up disinfection measures to contain a wider
spread of the highly contagious bird flu virus and issued a
temporary nationwide transport ban of poultry for 48
hour, starting from midnight on Sunday in Seoul. Bird flu
outbreaks typically occur in the winter. —Reuters

Museum seeks to convince rural 
Indians that toilets are not dirty

Trying to break taboos surrounding toilets

NEW DELHI: In this photograph taken on November 15, 2017, Sulabh International Museum of Toilets employee Nigar Imam (R) explains a toilet compost system to
nursing students. —AFP photos

NEW DELHI: Founder of sanitation charity Sulabh International
Bindeshwar Pathak speaks during an interview with AFP as he
stands beside a replica of a toilet used by French King Louis XIV.

EU’s drug industry 
waits for white 
smoke in Brussels
BRUSSELS: It may be a cross between the Eurovision
Song Contest, a papal conclave and a social club raffle
but a ballot among EU ministers on Monday could hurt
Europe’s pharmaceutical industry and the health of mil-
lions. It will fix the new home of the European
Medicines Agency, which must leave London by 2019
when Britain leaves the European Union; most of its
900 staff may refuse to move to many of the 19 cities in
the running, the EMA warns. Replacing them would
delay drug approvals and patient safety checks.

Yet the result, diplomats agree, is utterly unpre-
dictable; months of horse-trading on issues unrelated
to healthcare will end up in hours of haggling between
secret ballots in Brussels on Monday night. It could
even come down to drawing lots. “Nobody really
knows what is going to happen,” one diplomat said.
“They will be locked there for hours ... You can try to
secure some backing but it’s a secret ballot and you

have no way of checking whether what you agreed was
honoured.”

The fate of the 160-strong, London-based European
Banking Authority (EBA) will also be decided at the
meeting of EU affairs ministers from the other 27 mem-
ber states meet. But it is the promise of spin-off jobs
and travel billions for the city that the EMA will trans-
form into a hub for Europe’s medical industry which is
firing up intense national bidding rivalries.

The extent of the field is, in the memory of EU offi-
cials, probably unprecedented. 

Early talk of the EU executive winnowing down a
short list on the basis of “objective” criteria went
unheeded as governments have waded in for a share of
the spoils. Milan, Amsterdam and Barcelona cam-
paigned hard. But there is a push from eastern states,
whose tardy membership means they host fewer offices.
Slovak capital Bratislava is a contender even though an
EMA survey of its staff found most of them might quit if
posted to the bloc’s poor eastern regions.

Multiple ballots
A first ballot, to start from about 4 p.m.(1500 GMT),

will see ministers rank their top three choices. Unless a
majority makes the same first choice there will be a
second vote among the top picks then a third-round
runoff. If it is still tied, the Estonian meeting chairman

will simply draw lots. The six countries not bidding for
either agency have been courted assiduously and may
seek favours elsewhere. Luxembourg and the Czech
Republic are not bidding for the EMA but want others’
votes in their bids for the EBA. Whoever wins the EMA
must then drop out of the running for the Banking
Authority.

Giving an example of how the EU’s interlinked
matrix of decision-making affects such votes, several
diplomats said Slovakia might trade any disappoint-
ment at not getting the EMA into support for its finance
minister taking the chair of the Eurogroup, which runs
policy for the single currency area. Senior officials liken
the process to Europe’s annual TV music schlock-fest,
when the winner of the Eurovision Song Contest is
often determined by viewers phoning in votes for acts
from like-minded neighboring states and historic allies.

British bookmaker Ladbrokes has Milan the 2-1
favourite to secure the EMA, with Bratislava on 3-1 and
Amsterdam 7-1. For the EBA, Frankfurt leads at 6-4 fol-
lowed by Vienna and Dublin. In Brussels, however, sea-
soned diplomats hesitate to quote odds: “The most
likely result is one that will be perverse,” said one,
recalling previous upsets behind closed doors. Another
referred to closeted cardinals electing popes at the
Vatican: “In the end,” he said, “We will get the white
smoke.”  —Reuters


