
SOCHI: Vladimir Putin called yesterday for
“concessions and compromise” from all par-
ties in Syria’s six-year conflict as he kicked
off a key summit with the leaders of Turkey
and Iran aimed at reviving stuttering peace
negotiations. The summit with Iran’s
President Hassan Rouhani and Turkish leader
Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the Black Sea
resort of Sochi came two days after the
Russian leader hosted surprise talks with the
war-torn country’s President Bashar Al-
Assad there.

“It is obvious that the reform process will
not be simple, it will require compromise and
concessions from all parties, including obvi-
ously the Syrian government,” Putin said. “I
count on the fact that Russia, Iran and Turkey
will put in their best efforts to make this work
as productive as possible,” he added. Putin
added that there was a “real chance” to end
Syria’s war which monitors say has killed
more than 330,000 people as he said Russia,
Turkey and Iran had managed to prevent the
collapse of the war-torn country.

Turkey’s Erdogan for his part said the

three countries had to intensify efforts to try
to settle the crisis. “We need to make signifi-
cant progress on the political solution,” he
said in translated remarks. “I believe that we
will make critical decisions here.” Iran’s
Rouhani said the three countries’ strategy
was “based on partnership and not competi-
tion, on friendship and not on animosity”. “By
cooperating, our countries destroyed the
decaying body of terror” in Syria, he said.

Russia claims to have practically ended

the military conflict through its intervention,
but the various sides in Syria are far from a
political agreement. Ahead of yesterday’s
summit in the Black Sea resort of Sochi, Putin
discussed Syria with his US counterpart
Donald Trump and Saudi Arabia’s King
Salman, among other leaders. In a lengthy
phone call late Tuesday, Putin and Trump
stressed the need to ensure “the stability of a
unified Syria,” the White House said.
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Hariri shelves resignation, 
pledges to stay in Lebanon

PM attends Independence Day military parade
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s Saad Al-Hariri yes-
terday shelved his decision to resign as
prime minister at the request of President
Michel Aoun, easing a crisis that had
deepened tensions in the Middle East.
Hariri made his announcement after
returning to Beirut for the first time since
he quit abruptly on Nov 4 in a broadcast
from Saudi Arabia. Top Lebanese officials
have said Riyadh forced him to quit and
held him in the kingdom. Riyadh and Hariri
deny this.

At the presidential palace near Beirut,
Hariri said he hoped his move would lead
to “a responsible dialogue...that deals with
divisive issues and their repercussions on
Lebanon’s relations with Arab brothers”.
Hariri said all Lebanese sides must commit
to keeping the country out of regional
conflicts, a reference to the Iran-backed
Hezbollah political and military movement.
Hezbollah’s regional military role has
greatly alarmed Saudi Arabia, Hariri’s
long-time ally.

“I presented today my resignation to
President Aoun and he urged me to wait
before offering it and to hold onto it for
more dialogue about its reasons and polit-
ical background, and I showed respon-
siveness,” he said in a televised statement.
The resignation had shocked even Hariri’s
aides. He returned to Lebanon late on
Tuesday night after French intervention.
Aoun, a political ally of Hezbollah, had
refused to accept the resignation because

it happened in “mysterious circum-
stances” abroad. He had called Hariri a
hostage in Riyadh. Hariri appeared to
express relief that Aoun had not accepted
the resignation right away. He thanked
Aoun yesterday for respecting constitu-
tional norms and “his rejection of depart-

ing from them under any circumstances”.
The resignation pitched Lebanon to

the forefront of the regional rivalry
between Saudi Arabia and Iran, which
backs Lebanon’s Hezbollah, and raised
concerns of a protracted crisis. In his res-
ignation speech, Hariri had cited fear of

assassination, and attacked Iran along
with Hezbollah for sowing strife in the
Arab world. Hariri’s resignation was fol-
lowed by a steep escalation in Saudi
statements against the Lebanese govern-
ment, which includes Shiite Hezbollah. 
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KUWAIT: Minister of
Amiri Diwan Affairs
Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
said yesterday that HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah has been
admitted to hospital
for a normal medical
checkup after con-
tracting a cold. 

National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem said yesterday
that the Kuwaiti people’s thoughts and prayers are
with HH the Amir as he completes medical examina-
tions. Deputy Speaker Essa Al-Kandari also prayed
for “His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s good health” as he undergoes
medical checkups. In a statement, the lawmaker said
that he and his fellow citizens “wish His Highness the
Amir a speedy recovery”. — KUNA  

Amir in hospital 
for checkups after 
cold; lawmakers 
send good wishes

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah BEIRUT: Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri (right), President Michel Aoun (center) and House Speaker Nabih Berri attend a mili-

tary parade to celebrate the 74th anniversary of Lebanon’s independence yesterday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry confiscated six kilograms
of fake gold ornaments valued at KD
80,000 ($261,000) in various locations
in Mubarakiya and Rai, and culprits were
referred to prosecution. The confiscated
jewelry are duplications of international
brands, stuffed with nonprecious materi-
al in order to increase their weight, the
ministry said in a statement, adding that
the shops were selling fake jewelry “to

make profits by illegal methods”. The
discovery comes a week after a similar
crackdown resulted in confiscating near-
ly four kilograms of fake gold jewelry
worth KD 50,000 ($165,000) at a jewel-
ry store in Rai. 

The ministry is intensifying supervi-
sory tours of gold markets to inspect the
authenticity of the scales used in the
shops, as well as the percentage of pre-
cious stones used and other commit-
ments mentioned in the law, it said in the
statement. The ministry will not hesitate
to apply the mentioned sanctions
against violators in order to protect
consumers from any kind of cheating, it
added. The ministry is also monitoring
precious metal ornaments and precious
stones, whether produced in workshops
inside the country or imported from
abroad.  — KUNA

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Acting National Assembly
Speaker Essa Al-Kandari called on Deputy
Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah to suspend new
traffic regulations that allow policemen to
impound vehicles if motorists are using
mobile phones or not wearing seatbelts
while driving. The lawmaker urged the interi-
or minister to investigate if the new traffic
rules are in breach of the constitution, saying
the minister should discuss the issue with

constitutional experts to ensure the legal
status of the rules.

Kandari said that if the minister finds that
the rules are suspected of violating the con-
stitution, he should suspend them, as the
minister “is known for his positive coopera-
tion with lawmakers”. He said the rules have
triggered strong controversy and wide divi-
sions in the country.

As part of a new traffic campaign, the
interior ministry last week began impound-
ing vehicles for a series of traffic offences,
mainly not wearing seatbelts and using
mobile phones while driving. The campaign
was harshly criticized by lawmakers as
unconstitutional, who called for imposing
fines without the need to seize vehicles. A
number of MPs threatened to grill the interi-
or minister if the rules were not suspended.

Meanwhile, head of the Assembly’s finan-
cial and economic affairs committee MP

Salah Khorsheed said yesterday the panel
discussed a government draft law stipulating
to allow the government to borrow up to KD
25 billion for durations of up to 30 years. He
said the government needs to borrow to
boost its sovereign rating and safeguard the
national currency.

Kuwait posted a budget deficit in the past
two fiscal years due to the sharp fall in oil rev-
enues, which make up around 95 percent of
public income. As a result, the government
borrowed from domestic and international
markets, and issued international bonds for the
first time to finance the budget shortfall. Under
Kuwaiti law, the government can only borrow
with legislation passed by the Assembly. 

Separately, opposition MP Riyadh Al-
Adasani yesterday warned ministers in the
new Cabinet before its formation that he will
grill those who fail to perform their duties
and promises. 
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Putin calls for
compromise over 
Syria at summit 
with Turkey, Iran

SOCHI: Russian President Vladimir Putin (center), Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (right)
and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani pose during a trilateral meeting yesterday. — AFP 

RIYADH: Syrian opposition figures met
in Saudi Arabia yesterday in a bid to form
an overhauled delegation to peace talks
that analysts say may be more willing to
compromise on key demands. The Riyadh
meeting was co-chaired by the UN’s Syria
envoy, Staffan de Mistura, and Saudi
Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir, who said
the aim was to reach a “fair solution” to
the conflict. De Mistura said the goal was
to give momentum to next week’s talks in
Geneva by forging a unified opposition
delegation, as long demanded by the
Syrian government. He said he would trav-
el to Moscow today for talks with Russian
officials. “I’m always optimistic... especially
in this moment,” he said.

The 140 or so delegates from a wide
range of opposition platforms are under
heavy pressure to row back on some of
their more radical demands after a series
of recent battlefield victories that have
given President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime
the upper hand. Absent are several former
leading figures who were seen as unwill-

ing to compromise. Among them is Riad
Hijab, who stepped down as leader of the
Saudi-backed opposition High
Negotiations Committee (HNC) ahead of
the meeting complaining that there were
“attempts to lower the ceiling of the revo-
lution and prolong the regime”.

Multiple rounds of talks hosted by the
UN have failed to bring an end to the war
in Syria, which has killed more than
330,000 people since 2011 and forced
millions from their homes. Factions
opposed to Assad have been plagued by
divisions throughout the maelstrom.
Participants in the Riyadh meeting include
members of the Istanbul-based National
Coalition as well as of rival Cairo- and
Moscow-based groups seen as more
favorable to the regime, and independent
figures.

Qadri Jamil, who heads the Moscow-
based group, yesterday announced he
would not be attending the talks, citing
what he said was the Syrian opposition’s
inability to agree on “the bases and prin-
ciples” of their stance at the Saudi summit.
The National Coalition meanwhile said
Jamil had pulled out after “disagreement
over an article on Bashar Al-Assad step-
ping down and the start of a transitional
phase” in Syria.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said he expected that the with-
drawal of Hijab and other hardliners in
recent days would “help the Syria-based 
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