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(From left) Canadian Ambassador Martine Moreau points to a painting submitted during the students art
competition as former Capital governor Sheikh Ali Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Foreign Ministry Undersecretary
Reem Al-Khaled and Kuwait Times Deputy General Manager Adnan Saad look on.

Diplomats pictured in attendance.  —Photos by Joseph Shagra

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A reception celebrating ‘Canada150’ was held on
Tuesday at the Four Seasons Hotel in Kuwait City. Assistant
Minister and Kuwait Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Reem Al-
Khaled graced the occasion and was warmly welcomed at the
venue by Ambassador of Canada to Kuwait Martine Moreau. 

“2017 has been a truly exceptional year for Canadians, as
we celebrate the 150th anniversary of our confederation.
During this milestone year, which has been named
‘Canada150,’ Canadians at home and around the world are
celebrating not only their inclusive ethnic, cultural and linguis-
tic mosaic, but also their country’s natural beauty, rich history,
heritage and longstanding democratic values,” Moreau said.

According to Moreau, Canada has invited the world to
join Canadians in celebrating, exploring and participating in

the best that their nation has to offer.  “With this in mind,
our embassy has been marking ‘Canada150’ with our
friends in Kuwait in the form of some unique events. These
include, of course, our national day reception (Tuesday)
evening, last week’s very first Canada-Kuwait friendship
hockey tournament and what has turned out to be a truly
remarkable Canadian-themed students art competition
organized in cooperation with Kuwait Times and Kuwait’s
Ministry of Education,” she said.  

Some of the students’ works were displayed at the
reception. “The works exhibited here are some of the beau-
tiful artworks we received throughout the competition.
With some 12,000 students from 175 schools participating,
I must say it has been truly heartwarming to see such an
extraordinary level of enthusiasm and interest by these stu-
dents in discovering Canada and providing their artistic

interpretations in keeping with our 150th anniversary
theme,” she added.

The competition turnout, according to Moreau, speaks
volumes about the special relationship that Canada enjoys
with Kuwait.  “Indeed, we share many common values that
strongly underpin our close friendship and strong bilateral
partnership - a partnership that seeks to enhance coopera-
tion, strengthen commerce and expand shared expertise in
a wide range of fields, while increasing and broadening
people-to-people links. I am very confident that the excel-
lent relations that exist between our two countries will con-
tinue to advance and prosper,” Moreau said. 

(See Pages 24, 25 and 26 for more pictures from the
awarding ceremony of the students’ art competition
winners)
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KUWAIT: Ambassador of Canada to Kuwait Martine Moreau (left) and
Assistant Undersecretary at Kuwait’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs Reem
Al-Khaled cut the cake during a reception to celebrate ‘Canada150.’

Guests look at paintings submitted during the students art competition.
Paintings submitted during the students art competition, organized by
the Canadian Embassy in cooperation with Kuwait Times.

News in brief

$1.7 million 
donation to Gaza

GAZA: A sum of $1.7 million, part of the $200 million
Kuwaiti donation aimed at the reconstruction of the
Gaza Strip, was delivered to the authorities, said the
Palestinian government yesterday. Palestinian Minister
of Public Works and Housing Mufeed Hasayneh said
that the new batch would be used to reconstruct
Gaza’s industrial facilities. Hasayneh thanked Kuwait
for this generous donation, which reflected the strong
ties linking Palestinians and Kuwaitis. In November of
2014, Kuwait pledged $200 million as part the $5.4
billion donation made at Cairo’s donors conference
for the Gaza Strip. —KUNA

FM meets Mauritanian 
Ambassador

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah received the Ambassador of
Mauritania to Kuwait Hamid Hamouni at his office
yesterday. The meeting was attended by Assistant
Foreign Minister for the First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister’s Bureau Affairs
Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah, along with a number of sen-
ior ministry officials. —KUNA

Kuwaiti envoy meets 
Saudi Minister

RIYADH: Kuwait Ambassador to Saudi Arabia
Sheikh Thamer Jaber Al-Sabah met with Saudi
Interior Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud bin
Nayef, the official SPA news agency said. The two
officials discussed means of further cementing
bilateral relations and issues of common interest,
said SPA. The meeting was attended by senior
security officials.  —KUNA

Kuwait donates
$1m to Caribbean
hurricane victims 
NEW YORK: Kuwait announced that His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
ordered the donation of $1 million to be delivered to
victims of Hurricanes Irma and Maria, which hit the
Caribbean Sea region back in September.

This announcement was delivered by Kuwait’s
Permanent Delegate to the UN Headquarters in New
York Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi to the donor’s
conference for the reconstruction states within the
Caribbean Sea region.

Ambassador Otaibi said that Kuwait was always
eager to provide a helping hand to those affected by
natural disasters worldwide, affirming that the dona-
tion was handed in directly to the hurricanes-devas-
tated countries as a result of the conference.

The Kuwaiti diplomat conveyed his country’s sin-
cere wishes of recovery for those inflicted by the dis-
asters, adding that such circumstances required world

countries to band together for the sake of those
affected by the hurricanes.

Human trafficking
Separately, Ambassador Otaibi said that finding

the root cause for human trafficking will be an essen-
tial tool to combat this growing form of abuse. During
a UNSC meeting on human trafficking at times of
conflict, he said that his country issued several laws
to prevent human trafficking and other similar crimes
from being committed.  Kuwaiti law 91/2013 imple-
ments several tenets found in the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,
said Ambassador Al-Otaibi about his country’s efforts
within this regarding, adding that Kuwait commended
UNSC resolutions 2331 and 2388, which called on
members to fight against this heinous crime.

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti official touched on forced
immigration, saying that this particular dilemma
should be handled in the most comprehensive and
humane way possible. Terrorist organizations, such
as the so-called Islamic State (IS) and others, carry
out human trafficking activities while hiding behind
humanitarian catastrophes such as force immigra-
tion, said Ambassador Otaibi who indicated that the
difficulty lies here in finding the correct methods to
detect human trafficking violations. The Kuwaiti

diplomat lauded the UN Strategic Development
Goals (SDG) for including human trafficking, as one
of  the problems that  humanitar ian must  unite
against. —KUNA

Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi

ICRC hails Kuwait’s
support for families
of missing people

KUWAIT: The International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) has applauded
the Kuwaiti government’s commitment to
support the families of people missing
since the 1990-91 Gulf War and its
diplomacy efforts to ease the flow of
humanitarian aid worldwide.  “We have
to commend the Kuwaiti government for
their commitment to search for answers,
but also, for their commitment to really
support the families of these missing
people,” said Dr Hugo Slim, ICRC’s Head

of Policy and Humanitarian Diplomacy.
“Speaking frankly, not every govern-

ment cares for the families of missing
people as much as the Kuwaiti govern-
ment does,” Slim said in an exclusive
interview.  The issue was discussed amid
tripartite talks between the ICRC,
Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
and the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry along
with Kuwait’s diplomatic efforts on the
humanitarian scale, particularly on
Myanmar.

“Money and assistance can help peo-
ple stay alive and survive but political
influence, (and) diplomatic efforts, these
things can really help the ICRC.  “As a
humanitarian leader, the Kuwaiti govern-
ment uses its humanitarian influence
whenever possible on states and varying
parties in the different conflicts,” he said.

These efforts help broaden inter-human-
itarian agency cooperation and ease
humanitarian access to conflict areas,
explained the ICRC official.

Furthermore, as Kuwait prepares to
serve a two-year term as a non-perma-
nent member on the Security Council,
Slim hopes that the Gulf country would
use its influence as a humanitarian leader
to make the issue of missing people a
“global priority.” The talks also dis-
cussed cooperation between the KRCS
and the ICRC on humanitarian efforts in
both Syria and Yemen.

“(KRCS) has played an important role
in Yemen and in Syria and we have been
able to work with them and often coop-
erate at a very operational level,” he
said, namely on the distribution of food
and medical supplies.

Regarding Syria, Slim said that
Kuwait has played an “extraordinary
leading role” on mobilising the interna-
tional community to provide much-
needed funds to address the humanitari-
an plight of Syrian refugees. —KUNA

Dr Hugo Slim


