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Agreement to
renew driving
licenses via
phones, kiosks
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry signed
an agreement yesterday to allow drivers
in Kuwait to renew their licenses online
using their smartphones or at kiosks
soon to be made available at public
places around the country.

Acting Assistant Undersecretary for
Traffic Affairs signed a contract with a
Polish company specialized in issuing
smart driver’s licenses, to provide easier
services presented to citizens and expa-
triates in Kuwait. The company operates

according to the most modern specifica-
tions and has 150 certifications, in coop-
eration with the United Nations
Development Program and the
Secretariat General for Planning
Development.

Maj Gen Fahd Al-Showai said the
project aims at renewing driving licenses
through a smartphone app, as well as
kiosks which will be distributed to mar-
kets and malls in all governorates. This
new measure should enable speedy pro-
cessing of transactions instead of follow-
ing the current procedures of handing
the old license and receiving the new
one, thus reducing crowding at traffic
departments.

He said the ministry seeks to enhance
work mechanisms and introduce new
techniques, adding the new system will
enable citizens and expats to renew their
licenses through mobile phones.
Meanwhile, the old system will remain
until everybody gets used to the new
one, which will save time and money of
citizens and expats who wish to use it.

KUWAIT: Acting Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs Maj Gen
Fahd Al-Showai signs the contract.

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
(MoCI) strongly urged relevant monitoring bodies to
take proper measures to stop the smuggling of subsi-
dized foodstuff abroad, especially after large quantities
were spotted on sale in various countries. The ministry
also referred to the Cabinet a decision on fighting hikes
in foodstuff and consumer goods’ prices, which in article
16, states that MoCI, the Interior Ministry, the customs
department, the Kuwait
Ports Authority and agri-
cultural affairs authority
are all responsible for
meticulous implementa-
tion of decisions banning
the export of ruminants,
poultry, fish and all other
subsidized goods in
addition to authorizing
the Interior Ministry to
conduct investigations to
foil such illegal acts. 

In this regard,
informed sources explained that MoCI asked the cus-
toms department to have strict control on various bor-
der exists to prevent smuggling such items and protect
public funds. The sources added that large quantities of
goods carrying the Kuwait Supply Company seal and
logo are being sold on street markets in other countries. 

The sources quoted a MoCI statement that around
1.7 million people are registered with the subsidized
supplies system and that the total sum of subsidies they
annually receive amounts to KD 150.5 million. The min-
istry also explained that citizens, GCC nationals, state-

less people and domestic helpers are included in the
supplies system; ie 1.1 million citizens (with a cost of KD
98.4 million), 90,300 GCC nationals (with a cost of KD
7.7 million) and 97,900 stateless people (with a cost of
KD 8.2 million), in addition to 413,400 domestic helpers
with a total annual cost of KD 34 million. 

Hiring on hold
As part of its policy to replace expatriate workers in

the public sector with national manpower, the Civil
Service Commission’s
(CSC) halted appoint-
ment of expats at the
education ministry until
it implements CSC
instructions with regards
to the jobs
‘Kuwaitization’ policy.
High-ranking education-
al sources said CSC
halted the procedures of
appointing 35 social and
psychological workers
who completed appoint-

ment and medical tests, adding the commission refused
to proceed with their appointment completely, adding
that this move put the ministry and those involved in a
bad situation. The sources said the ministry suffers from
a severe shortage in social and psychological workers in
schools, and that is why it resorted to locally hire those
who meet the conditions, because nationals are shun-
ning such jobs due to a lack of incentives. The ministry
had informed the commission that it cannot implement
the replacement policy at the present time over a lack of
replacements and asked for two academic years to find

national replacements.

Gas stations
Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC) plans

to expand gas stations by restructuring some of them in
a way that achieves competitiveness with other stations.
Sources said the strategy aims at building 19 advanced
petrol pumps in new cities in strategic locations.
Meanwhile, sources said plans are being made to allo-
cate 10 stations for small and medium projects in a move
to support citizens’ projects that are financed by the
national fund to care for small and medium businesses.

Taxes collected
Official data revealed that the finance ministry was

able to collect KD 10.080 million in taxes and fees dur-
ing October, raising its collections in seven months to
KD 101.7 million, and this is higher compared to what
was collected during the same period last year. Data
also showed that the customs department collected KD
164.575 million during this period, while the justice min-
istry collected KD 7.3 million and civil aviation collected
KD 7.390 million. The Cabinet had previously approved
a joint agreement of selective taxes for GCC countries,
which calls for imposing taxes on tobacco and carbon-
ated drinks that may reach 100 percent. The agreements
needs to be passed in parliament before it can be put
into effect.

Proposal approved
The parliament’s interior and defense committee

approved a proposal to accept the children and grand-
children of bedoons in the interior and defense ministries,
and raise the maximum age of eligibility for military serv-
ice to 40 years as proposed by MP Abdallah Fahhad. 
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COMCEC meeting
covers vital
issues: Minister 
ISTANBUL: The Standing Committee for Economic
and Commercial Cooperation of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (COMCEC) touched on vital
economic issues pertaining to the Arab and Muslim
worlds, said Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance Anas Al-Saleh yesterday. He
made his statements on the sidelines of his atten-
dance of the meeting, inaugurated earlier by Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Istanbul.

During his opening speech, President Erdogan
touched upon the grave economic and political
challenges facing the Islamic world. President
Erdogan added that Islamic countries should focus
on “improving cooperation” to offer people “the
prosperous life they deserve”.

The COMCEC session’s agenda is stacked with
significant issues that run the gamut from the latest
economic happenings and agricultural development
to the role of the private sector towards economic
growth. Established in 1981, the 57-member country
COMCEC is one of four Organization of Islamic
Conference standing committees and convenes
annually at a ministerial level in Istanbul. — KUNA

Tanzania’s
speaker
receives
Ghanem’s 
message
KUWAIT: Speaker of the Tanzanian
National Assembly Job Ndugai has
received a message from Kuwaiti coun-
terpart Marzouq Al-Ghanem on boost-
ing bilateral ties. Kuwait’s ambassador to
Tanzania Jasem Al Najem handed over
Ghanem’s message to Ndugai, the
embassy in Dar es Salaam said in a press
release yesterday. Ghanem invited his
Tanzanian counterpart to visit Kuwait
leading a parliamentary delegation, it
added.

The invitation is part of Ghanem’s
efforts to promote parliamentary friend-
ship ties between the two countries,
besides exchange of views on a host of
issues of common concern, following the
meeting between him and Ndugai on the
sidelines of the 137th Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) Assembly in
Russia, last month.  According to the
release, the Tanzanian Speaker
expressed gratitude to the Kuwaiti gov-
ernment for continued aid to his country,
with special thanks to the Kuwait Fund
for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED) for funding many projects in
the East African country since 1975.

He referred to the long history of
Kuwait’s oil and gas companies, saying it
would form a take-off point for fruitful
cooperation between the two countries
in light of new discoveries in Tanzania.
Ndugai voiced desire for concluding a
MoU between the parliaments of
Tanzania and Kuwait to activate bilateral
cooperation for the benefit of the two
peoples.  — KUNA


