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KUWAIT: Sunset during a rainy day in Kuwait City. —KUNA

PARIS: Kuwaiti Ambassador to France Samie Al-Suleiman (center
left) attends the ceremony. —KUNA

KUNA’s Sheikh
Mubarak re-elected
as FANA’s President
AMMAN: The 45th Assembly of the Federation
of Arab News Agencies (FANA) have unani-
mously and by acclamation re-elected Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah, the
Chairman and Director General of Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA) as FANA President for a sec-
ond two-year term.

The meeting that kicked off in Amman yes-
terday, attended by the chiefs of the Arab news
agencies, also agreed that Kuwait would host
the next assembly.  President of the News
Agency World Council (NACO) Maxim
Minchev, who is also Director General of the
Bulgarian News Agency (BTA), attended the
assembly sponsored by Jordanian Prime
Minister Hani Al-Mulki.

In an opening address, Sheikh Mubarak Al-
Duaij reiterated the significant role of the mass
media and news agencies in combating extrem-
ist and religious thinking and terrorism. In par-
ticular, they “have a major role that precedes all
in countering religious and extremist thinking, as
well as fighting strange and intruder thoughts
that lead to violence and terrorism.”

This is a huge and sophisticated responsibili-
ty that prompt further cooperation and synergy,
he added. The FANA and KUNA Chief reaf-
firmed the need to promote news agencies’
capabilities, referring to the spread of mislead-
ing news and information through social media,
with no legal or ethical disciplines.

This has made it inevitable for discreet news
agencies to act as a “fortified defensive wall”
against such trends through publishing true and
reliable information, he stressed.  He noted that
Takfiri and extremist groups have come to use
the media as a platform to disseminate poison-
ous thoughts among the public, hence news
agencies have to expose this.

FANA enjoys various advantages that have

enabled the federation to carry on despite hin-
drances that faced it, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij
said.  The federation has managed over the past
years to boost its status through participation in
international events, concluding agreements
with specialized world organizations and taking
part in training programs, he said.

He recalled the 35th assembly, held in Amman
a decade before, when participants reiterated
the massive responsibility FANA shouldered
requiring sound and best employment of the
federation’s potentials.

Future is promising if keenness is doubled to
provide all that could guarantee moral and
financial support for FANA’s sustainability, he
said.  Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij highly appreci-
ated the support he received over the past two
years, lauding eagerness displayed by FANA’s
Secretary General Fareed Ayar for executing the

federation’s mission with a “developed mentali-
ty” and “sedate action.” Finally, he thanked the
Jordanian Premier for patronizing the 45th
Assembly, and the Director General of Jordan
News Agency (Petra) Faisal Al-Shboul and
Petra’s staff for providing necessary require-
ments to secure success for the conference.
Addressing the assembly on behalf of the Prime
Minister, Jordan’s Minister of State for Media
Affairs, and government official spokesman,
Mohammad Al-Momani, said that technical
developments of the media and variety have
come to constitute a huge challenge for the
media institutions, particularly official ones.
Official and non-official media are required to
keep pace with such developments so that they
would not allow non-professionals to dominate
the media scene and negatively affect individu-
als and the society. —KUNA

Kuwaiti performance
grabs golden 
prize in Jordanian 
Theater Festival
AMMAN: ‘Atsah;’ a Kuwaiti theatrical per-
formance, has won the golden prize at the
24th Jordanian Theater Festival concluded in
Amman Tuesday. In a glitzy award ceremony,
the prize was handed over to Kuwait’s
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
(NCCAL) Assistant Secretary General and
Head of the Kuwaiti delegation Dr Bader Al-
Doweesh and the play director Abdullah Al-
Turkmani.  Kuwait’s Ambassador to Jordan

Hamad Al-Duaij and other play performers
were also attending. The ‘Atsah’ (sneeze) play,
written by Kuwaiti playwright Mohammad
Al-Mussallam, was inspired by ‘the Death of a
Government Clerk’ short story by the Russian
legend playwright and short story writer
Anton Chekhov. It shed lights on the helpless-
ness of low class people in front of those who
belong to higher classes.

The 24th annual Jordanian Theatre
Festival kicked November 14 at the Royal
Cultural Centre. The festival, which is held
in cooperation with the Jordan Artists
Association, comprised musical and the-
atrical performances, short movies and
several workshops. Performances from the
UAE, Kuwait, Sudan, Egypt, Palestine and
Iraq vied for the festival prizes. —KUNA

Kuwait asserts need
of coordination 
among Asian 
parliaments
ISTANBUL: Kuwait parliament speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem Tuesday asserted impor-
tance of coordination among Asian parliaments
to be more effective at the international level.
Ghanem made his statements on sidelines of the
10th plenary session of the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly (APA).  He said there was an agree-
ment among APA members that they should
unite over issues discussed by the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU), mirroring the parlia-
ments in Europe and Latin America.

The Asian continent, he added, was facing
many crises and challenges which required
coordination. Speaker of the Turkish Parliament
Ismail Kahraman, addressing the plenary session
earlier, called for boosting cooperation among
the APA members to guarantee sustainability of
development and peace. The Asian parliamen-
tarians discussed how the APA could play a big-
ger role in achieving sustainable development
and peace in Asia. The three-day gathering’s

program will discuss cooperation on social, eco-
nomic, cultural, and political affairs under the
theme ‘Sustaining Peace and Development in
Asia.’ Earlier Tuesday, the APA’s 2nd Executive
Council meeting was held with delegates from

each member parliament. Turkey took over the
APA presidency from Cambodia after last year’s
APA Plenary Session in Siem Reap, Cambodia.
The APA will convene under the Turkish presi-
dency for the next two years. —KUNA

French Foreign
Ministry honors
Kuwaiti trainee
PARIS: The French Foreign Ministry hon-
ored yesterday a Kuwaiti trainee who took
part in the international Louise Weiss
training program. 

Trainee Sarah Al-Sabah thanked the
French Foreign Ministry for providing her

with the chance to develop her skills at the
program which included 27 participants
from Europe and the Arab world. Sabah
hoped that she would continue to gain the
skills necessary to contribute to the devel-
opment of Kuwait.

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Ambassador to
France Samie Al-Suleiman commended the
French Foreign Ministry for providing a
chance for Kuwaiti talents to develop their
assets and skills. The program’s name is a
tribute to Louise Weiss (1893-1983) - a
French author, journalist, and politician-
who championed women’s rights and EU
unity. —KUNA

AMMAN: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Jordan Hamad Al-Duaij, NCCAL
Assistant Secretary General Dr Bader Al-Doweesh and the play’s direc-
tor Abdullah Al-Turkmani hold up the prize during the ceremony. —KUNA

AMMAN: KUNA’s Chairman and Director General Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-
Ibrahim Al-Sabah speaks during the 45th Assembly of the Federation of Arab
News Agencies. —KUNA

ISTANBUL: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem (right) participates
in the 10th plenary session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly. — KUNA


