
SREBRENICA: A woman mourns over a relative’s grave at the memorial center of Potocari yesterday. —AFP 

THE HAGUE: A UN tribunal yesterday convicted former
Bosnian Serb military commander Ratko Mladic of genocide
and crimes against humanity for orchestrating massacres and
ethnic cleansing during Bosnia’s war and sentenced him to life
in prison. Mladic, 74, was hustled out of the court minutes
before the verdict for screaming “this is all lies, you are all
liars” after returning from what his son described as a blood
pressure test which delayed the reading-out of the judgment.

The UN Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY)
found Mladic guilty of 10 of 11 charges, including the slaughter
of 8,000 Muslim men and boys at Srebrenica and the siege of
the Bosnian capital Sarajevo, in which more than 11,000 civilians
were killed by shelling and sniper fire over 43 months. The
killings in Srebrenica of men and boys after they were separated
from women and taken away in buses or marched off to be shot
amounted to Europe’s worst atrocity since World War Two.

“The crimes committed rank among the most heinous
known to humankind, and include genocide and extermination
as a crime against humanity,” Presiding Judge Alphons Orie
said in reading out a summary of the judgment. “Many of these
men and boys were cursed, insulted, threatened, forced to sing
Serb songs and beaten while awaiting their execution,” he said.
Mladic, the most notorious of the ICTY’s cases along with ex-
Bosnian Serb political leader Radovan Karadzic and late
Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic, had pleaded not guilty
to all charges and is expected to appeal against his conviction.
In its summary, the tribunal found Mladic “significantly con-
tributed” to genocide committed in Srebrenica with the goal of
destroying its Muslim population, “personally directed” the
long bombardment of Sarajevo and was part of a “joint criminal
enterprise” intending to purge Muslims and Croats from
Bosnia. In Geneva, UN human rights chief Zeid Ra’ad al-
Hussein called Mladic the “epitome of evil” and said his convic-
tion after 16 years as an indicted fugitive and over four years of

trial was a “momentous victory for justice”. “The prosecution of
Mladic is the epitome of what international justice is all about,”
Zeid said in a statement. “Today’s verdict is a warning to the
perpetrators of such crimes that they will not escape justice, no
matter how powerful they may be nor how long it may take.”

Look to the future 
Aleksandar Vucic, president of Serbia whose late national-

ist strongman Milosevic was Mladic’s patron but died in a tri-
bunal prison before the end of his trial, said Serbia “respects

the victims” and called for a focus on the future. “I would like
to call on everyone (in the region) to start looking into the
future and not to drown in tears of the past...  We need to look
to the future...so we finally have a stable country,” Vucic told
reporters when asked about the verdict. Serbia, once the most
powerful Yugoslav republic, is now democratic and seeking
ties to the European Union.

Bosnian Prime Minister Denis Zvizdic said he hoped that
“those who still call for new divisions and conflicts will careful-

ly read the verdict rendered today ...in case that they are still
no ready to face their past”. He was alluding to enduring sepa-
ratism in post-war federal Bosnia’s autonomous Serb region.
Srebrenica, near Bosnia’s eastern border with Serbia, had been
designated a “safe area” by the United Nations and was
defended by lightly armed UN peacekeepers. But they quickly
surrendered when Mladic’s forces stormed it on July 11, 1995.

Srebrenica slaughter
The Dutch peacekeepers looked on helplessly as Serb

forces separated men and boys from women, then sent them
out of sight on buses or marched them away to be shot. A
bronzed and burly Mladic was filmed visiting a refugee camp
in Srebrenica on July 12. “He was giving away chocolate and
sweets to the children while the cameras were rolling, telling
us nothing will happen and that we have no reason to be
afraid,” recalled Munira Subasic of the Mothers of Srebrenica
group. “After the cameras left he gave an order to kill whoever
could be killed, rape whoever could be raped and finally he
ordered us all to be banished and chased out of Srebrenica,
so he could make an ‘ethnically clean’ city,” she said. The
remains of Subasic’s son Nermin and husband Hilmo were
both found in mass graves by International Commission of
Missing Persons (ICMP) workers. The ICMP have identified
some 6,900 remains of Srebrenica victims through DNA
analysis. Mladic’s lawyers argued that his responsibility for
murder and ethnic cleansing of civilians by Serb forces and
allied paramilitaries was never established beyond reasonable
doubt and he should get no more than 15 years if convicted.
The “Butcher of Bosnia” to his enemies, Mladic is still seen as
a national hero by some Serbs for presiding over the swift
capture of 70 percent of Bosnia after its Serbs rose up
against a Muslim-Croat declaration of independence from
Yugoslavia.

‘Greater Serbia’
Prosecutors said the ultimate plan pursued by Mladic,

Bosnian Serb political leader Radovan Karadzic and Milosevic
was to purge Bosnia of non-Serbs - a strategy that became
known as “ethnic cleansing” - and carve out a “Greater
Serbia” in the ashes of federal Yugoslavia’s disintegration.
Mladic was indicted along with Karadzic in 1995, shortly after
the Srebrenica killings, but evaded capture until 2011. His trial
in The Hague took more than four years in part because of
delays due to his poor health and will be the last case - barring
appeals - to be heard by the ICTY. —Reuters

‘Butcher of Bosnia’ found guilty of genocide
Ex-Bosnian Serb commander gets life in prison

Zimbabwe’s next 
leader returns 
after Mugabe exit
HARARE: Zimbabwe’s former vice president
Emmerson Mnangagwa flew home yesterday to
take power after the resignation of Robert Mugabe
put an end to 37 years of authoritarian rule.
Mnangagwa flew into Harare’s Manyame airbase
from South Africa and met key members of the rul-
ing ZANU-PF there before heading to the nerve-
center of power, State House, for a briefing, his aide
Larry Mavhima told AFP. He will be sworn in as
president at an inauguration ceremony tomorrow,
officials said.

Mugabe’s iron grip ended on Tuesday in a
shock announcement to parliament where MPs had
convened to impeach the 93-year-old who domi-
nated every aspect of Zimbabwean public life for
decades. He was last seen in public on Friday and
gave a televised address on Sunday but neither he,
nor his wife Grace, have been seen since, with their
whereabouts unknown. On the streets, the news
that his long and often brutal leadership was over
sparked wild celebrations which lasted late into
the night, with crowds dancing and cheering
ecstatically amid a cacophony of car horns.
Mnangagwa, 75, was sacked by the president on
Nov 6 in a move that pushed infuriated army chiefs

to intervene, triggering a series of events which led
to Mugabe’s ouster. 

Excited crowds 
Ahead of his arrival, hundreds of people gath-

ered outside ZANU-PF headquarters in Harare in
the hope he would address them, some holding
placards welcoming him home, while others wore
shirts emblazoned with his likeness. A former key
Mugabe ally, Mnangagwa had fled the country after
his dismissal, saying he would not return without
guarantees of his safety. His sacking was the result
of an increasingly bitter succession battle with first
lady Grace, who had been pushing to take over from
her ageing husband.  

In a highly symbolic scene shortly after his resig-
nation, a man took down a portrait of Mugabe from
a wall inside the building where MPs had assembled
for the extraordinary session to impeach the defiant
president. Another person replaced it with an image
of the ousted vice president. Mnangagwa is a politi-
cal veteran long-time party loyalist who has served
in a host of different cabinet positions since inde-
pendence in 1980 and who has close ties with the
military. But critics describe him as a ruthless hard-
liner behind years of state-sponsored violence,
warning he could prove just as authoritarian as his
mentor. And Rinaldo Depagne of the International
Crisis Group said Mugabe’s departure “does not
necessarily mean more democracy”.

Meeting Zuma 
At Harare’s Manyame airbase, senior military

commanders and a gaggle of journalists were wait-
ing for him as his business jet touched down at
around 1400 GMT, AFP correspondents at the
scene said. Before leaving South Africa where he
had been staying, Pretoria published a photograph
of Mnangagwa shaking hands with President Jacob
Zuma following a meeting earlier in the day, with
both men grinning broadly.  

Mugabe’s resignation capped a chaotic week in
which the military seized control and tens of thou-
sands of Zimbabweans took to the streets in an
unprecedented show of dissent against Mugabe.
“We want our new president to make sure power
hungry gangs don’t infiltrate,” said Talent
Chamunorwa, 37, a brick seller. “We hope to be
able to access our money from the bank come
December and the US dollar must come back.” He
was referring to Zimbabwe’s chronic shortage of
cash and a mistrusted “bond note” scheme intended
to be pegged to the greenback but trading at a low-
er rate in reality.

Outstayed his welcome 
Mugabe had ruled Zimbabwe almost unopposed

since independence and until his exit, he was also
the world’s oldest serving head of state. But efforts
to position his 52-year-old wife Grace as his succes-
sor were his undoing. Although Mugabe’s fate
remains unknown, ZANU-PF has said he deserved
to be treated with respect after leading the country
for nearly four decades. “He deserves to rest and I
believe every Zimbabwean agrees with this,” said
ruling party spokesman Simon Khaya Moyo. —AFP
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HARARE: People gather outside Harare’s airport to welcome former
Zimbabwean vice-president Emmerson Mnangagwa yesterday.  —AFP

SARAJEVO: This combination of pictures created shows (left)
Ratko Mladic then Bosnian Serb General looking on in Sarajevo
on February 15, 1994 and Mladic smiling as he enters the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY)
yesterday, to hear the verdict in his genocide trial. —AFP


