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SEOUL: A North Korean border guard briefly crossed the
border with the South in the chase for a defector last week
- a violation of the ceasefire accord between North and
South, a video released yesterday by the UN Command
(UNC) in Seoul showed. The North Koreans were only
steps behind the young man when they shot him at least
four times as he made his escape on Nov 13. 

The video, filmed as the defector drove an army truck
through the demilitarized zone and then abandoned the
vehicle, gives a dramatic insight into his escape. The
defector, identified by a surgeon as a 24-year-old with the
family name Oh, was flown
by a US military helicopter
to a hospital in Suwon,
south of Seoul. Doctors
said he had regained con-
sciousness, having had two
operations to extract the
bullets, and his breathing
was stable and unassisted. 

“He is fine,” lead sur-
geon Lee Cook-Jong said
at a news conference in
Suwon. “He is not going to
die.” A UNC official said
North Korea had been
informed yesterday that it had violated the 1953 armistice
agreement, which marked the cessation of hostilities in the
Korean War. The UNC official told a news conference that
a soldier from the North Korean People’s Army (KPA) had
crossed the Military Demarcation Line (MDL), the border
between the two Koreas, for a few seconds as others fired
shots at the defecting soldier.

“The key findings of the special investigation team are
that the KPA violated the armistice agreement by one, fir-
ing weapons across the MDL, and two, by actually cross-
ing the MDL temporarily,” Chad Carroll, Director of Public
Affairs for the UNC, told reporters. The incident comes at
a time of heightened tensions between North Korea and
the international community over its nuclear weapons pro-
gram, but Pyongyang has not publicly responded to the

defection. The video, released by the UNC, was produced
from surveillance cameras on the southern side of the Joint
Security Area (JSA) inside the demilitarized zone. When
tree cover is too dense to see the wounded defector
crawling across the border, it switches to infra-red.

Desperate escape
The film begins with a lone dark green army jeep

speeding along empty, tree-lined roads toward the border.
At one checkpoint, a North Korean guard marches impas-
sively toward the approaching vehicle. It races by. He runs

in pursuit. After passing a
memorial to North Korea
founder Kim Il Sung,
where tourists often gath-
er, the jeep runs into a
ditch just meters from the
border, which is not clear-
ly marked. For several
minutes the driver tries to
free the vehicle, but the
wheels spin uselessly in
fallen leaves. The driver
abandons the vehicle and
sprints away, pushing tree
branches out of his way

and sending leaves flying. He scrambles up a slope to cross
just seconds before more guards appear, shooting as they
run. One slides into a pile of dead leaves to open fire before
running forward and appearing to briefly cross the dividing
line between the two countries. He quickly turns on his heel.

The video does not show the moment the defector is
hit, but he is seen lying in a pile of brush next to a concrete
wall in a later edited clip. The UNC’s Carroll said the posi-
tion was still exposed to North Korean checkpoints across
the border. Allied troops operating the cameras had by
then notified their commanders and a quick reaction force
had assembled on the South Korean side, according to
Carroll. The video does not show this force. Infrared
imagery shows two South Korean soldiers crawling
through undergrowth to drag the wounded North Korean

to safety, while the deputy commander of the border secu-
rity unit oversees the rescue from a few meters away.

Long recovery
Doctors have conducted a series of surgeries to remove

four bullets from the critically wounded soldier, who
arrived at the hospital having lost a large amount of blood.
“From a medical point of view he was almost dead when he
was first brought here,” said the surgeon, Lee. Hospital offi-
cials said the man remains in intensive care. The soldier
showed signs of depression and possible trauma, in addition

to a serious case of parasites that has complicated his treat-
ment, the hospital said in a statement. Lee said last week
one of the flesh-colored parasites he removed from the sol-
dier’s digestive tract was 27 cm (10.6 in) long. Continuing
stress made the soldier hesitant to talk, but he had been
cooperative, doctors said.  The patient first recovered con-
sciousness on Sunday, and asked where he was in South
Korea, Lee said. He was in “agony” when he came to, the
surgeon added. Since then doctors have played South
Korean pop music for him, and American action movies
including “The Transporter” from 2002. —Reuters
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News in brief

Third journalist killed 
NEW DELHI: An Indian soldier shot dead a journalist
following a dispute, police said yesterday, the country’s
third high-profile media killing in barely three months.
Sudip Dutta Bhaumik died Tuesday at a paramilitary
base in the remote northeastern state of Tripura, where
his editor said he was investigating allegations of finan-
cial fraud by the force. Local police chief Abhijit
Saptarshi said the soldier shot and killed Bhaumik “after
they argued and scuffled over some issue” and had
since been arrested. “He was shot dead inside the office
of the commander by a soldier,” Saptarshi said, adding
the soldier claimed Bhaumik had tried to snatch his rifle.
The editor of the newspaper that employed Bhaumik, the
Bengali-language Syandan Patrika, said the reporter had
gone to the headquarters of the Second Tripura State
Rifles near the state capital Agartala to speak to a senior
officer allegedly involved in fraud. “The commandant
called him to his office after we published four stories on
his alleged role in a scam,” Subal Kumar Dey said. 

Rare shooting in China
BEIJING: Three people were shot dead and six others
wounded in a rare episode of gun violence in China,
police said yetserday, adding they were hunting for a
number of suspects. Officers were deployed after
receiving reports that people were hit by apparent gun
fire during a fight on Tuesday night in Chaozhou city, in
southern Guangdong province. “According to a prelimi-
nary investigation, two people died at the scene, one
died after being sent to hospital and six more were
wounded,” the police said on its Weibo social media
account. “Police have identified the suspects and are in
pursuit,” the statement said. 

Yazidi mass grave found 
MOSUL: Iraqi officials said they found another mass
grave in the northern Sinjar region yesterday containing
the bodies of dozens of members of the Yazidi minority
killed by the Islamic State group. “The mass grave con-
tains the bodies of 73 people, men, women and children
executed by the Islamic State group when they con-
trolled the region,” local official Chokor Melhem Elias
said. He said Iraqi security forces made the latest dis-
covery in the Rambussi area near the town of
Qahtaniyya. In 2014, IS killed thousands of Yazidis in
Sinjar and kidnapped thousands of the community’s
women and girls as sex slaves. The United Nations esti-
mates 3,000 of them are still being held captive. Kurdish
fighters backed by the US-led coalition recaptured
Sinjar from IS in November 2015 before Iraqi security
forces took control of the region in October. 

Mafia godfather buried 
ROME: Former “boss of bosses” Toto Riina, one of the
most feared godfathers in the history of the Sicilian
Mafia, was buried yesterday in his hometown of
Corleone. Riina, who had been serving 26 life sentences
and is thought to have ordered more than 150 murders,
was laid to rest in the family tomb, which sits near the
graves of other famed mobster-in-chiefs. Nicknamed
“The Beast” because of his cruelty, Salvatore “Toto”
Riina succumbed to cancer last week aged 87. His cof-
fin, with white flowers on top, was briefly blessed by a
priest as mourners including his wife and three of his
four children looked on, according to Italian media
reports. The cemetery was closed to the press amid a
heavy police presence. Riina’s son Giovanni, who is
serving time in jail for four murders, was not given per-
mission to attend. The Church had refused to give the
man dubbed “U Curtu” (“Shorty”) — who led a reign of
terror for almost 20 years after taking control of the
Cosa Nostra in the 1970s-a public funeral. 
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PANMUNJOM: This screen grab made from video footage shows a North Korea defector running out from a
vehicle at the Joint Security Area of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). —AFP 

Pakistan releases 
‘mastermind’ of 
Mumbai attacks 
LAHORE: A Pakistani court yesterday ordered the release
of one of the alleged masterminds of the 2008 Mumbai
attacks which killed more than 160 people, after months of
US pressure on Islamabad over its alleged support for mil-
itants. Firebrand cleric Hafiz Saeed, who heads the UN-
listed terrorist group Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) and has a
$10 million US bounty on his head, will be freed tomorrow
after less than a year in detention following the decision by
the Lahore High Court, a JuD official said. 

“The review board looking in to the case... has refused
to extend his house arrest as the government failed to pro-
vide any evidence against the charges,” a spokesman for
the party, Ahmed Nadeen said. The horror of the Mumbai
carnage played out on live television around the world as
commandos battled the heavily armed gunmen, who
arrived by sea on the evening of November 26, 2008. It
took the authorities three days to regain full control of the
city. JuD, which has operated freely across Pakistan and is
popular for its charity work, is considered by the US and
India to be a front for Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), the militant
group blamed for the attack on India’s financial capital. 

New Delhi has long seethed at Pakistan’s failure either
to hand over or prosecute those accused of planning the
attacks, while Islamabad has alleged that India failed to
give it crucial evidence. India has also said there is proof
that “official agencies” in Pakistan were involved in plot-
ting the attack-a charge Islamabad denies. Analyst and
retired Pakistani general Talat Masood told AFP that
Saeed is given special treatment by the government
“because they think that his organization was supportive
in Kashmir”, the disputed Himalayan territory over which
India and Pakistan have fought two of their three wars.

India blames Pakistan for sending militant groups, includ-
ing LeT, to foment unrest in the part of Kashmir controlled
by New Delhi. However Masood said the government could
seek new reasons to detain Saeed to avoid more interna-

tional pressure, particularly from Washington, which has
been pressuring Pakistan for months over its alleged sup-
port for militants including the Taleban in neighboring
Afghanistan. US President Donald Trump in August accused
Pakistan of harboring “agents of chaos”, and Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson said last month that the Washington has
made “very specific” requests of Pakistan over militancy. 

The US has also made several overtures to Pakistan’s
arch-enemy India for closer ties. Following a brief period

of house arrest in 2008, Saeed led a high-profile public life
and regularly delivered fiery anti-India speeches. He was
placed under house arrest once more in January this year
following years of foreign pressure, prompting demonstra-
tions in several Pakistani cities. Masood said that his
release could see him participate in a general election set
to be held sometime next year, adding that if he won a seat
in the national assembly that could be “very embarrassing
internationally”.—AFP 

LAHORE: Pakistani head of the Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) organization Hafiz Saeed (center) speaks to the
media after his release order outside a court in Lahore yesterday. —AFP 

Battle for hearts, 
minds and ears 
in Nepal election
KATHMANDU: With days to go before
elections in Nepal the battle for votes is
being fought over the air waves as radio
stations, many backed by political parties,
beam campaign messages to the farthest
corners of the Himalayan nation. Social
media may now dominate political cam-
paigns in the West, but in Nepal, where
fewer than one in five people has access to
the internet, radio is king.

Community radio exploded in the early
1990s as Nepal’s monarchy began to
loosen its grip on power, liberalizing the
media and allowing popular elections for a
new government. It grew with the mobile
revolution as cheap handsets with built-in
FM receivers became widely owned,
allowing news to reach areas of the land-
locked mountainous country where news-
papers can take days to arrive.  Now the
young republic of 29 million people has
over 550 radio stations-nearly double the
number of commercial FM stations in
neighboring India. But some fear that a
medium once seen as a beacon of democ-
racy has become overly politicised.

The vast majority of stations-by some

estimates as many as 90 percent-are now
backed or owned outright by politicians or
prominent supporters.  “Community radio
(in Nepal) has always been the most pow-
erful means of communication. They reach
the largest number of people... the political
parties have understood that,” said Kunda
Dixit, editor of the English-language Nepali
Times newspaper. “What we’ve seen in the
last five years is political encroachment into
that space, meaning local units of the politi-
cal parties buying into the radio stations.”
Dixit said many stations had now become
mouthpieces for local political parties.
“Especially at election time they are really
misused,” he added.

Guerrilla stations
Radio was used by both sides during

the 10-year civil war between Maoist
insurgents and the state that ended in
2006. The rebel fighters used guerrilla sta-
tions to spread their message, carrying
transmitters on their backs and broadcast-
ing from hidden locations to evade authori-
ties’ efforts to jam their frequencies. After
the conflict ended, the Maoists transformed
themselves into a political party, winning
the next national election and voting to end
centuries of royal rule-a move that would
set the country on the road to becoming a
secular federal democracy.

Sunday will see the first phase of voting
in the general election, the first under a
new national constitution. The CNP-UML,
a communist party that has formed an

electoral alliance with the Maoists, is
expected to sweep the board and oust the
current centre-right government. But the
leader of the one-time rebel Maoists, for-
mer prime minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal,
could become a casualty of the radio revo-
lution he helped to start. Dahal’s chief rival
for a parliamentary seat in his home district
is Bikram Pandey, a minister in the current

government who owns the popular station
Kalika FM-which some say gives him the
advantage.

Another former Maoist party prime
minister, Baburam Bhattarai, could lose the
seat he has held for nearly a decade in the
central district of Gorkha to a rival politi-
cian who owns a local radio station, Radio
Matribhumi. —AFP

DHANKUTA, Nepal: A Nepali man listens to the radio with his mobile phones
in Dhankuta, some 400 km east of Kathmandu. —AFP 


