
MOSCOW: Evgenia Medvedeva, widely seen as the
favourite for gold at the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics,
is nursing a broken foot and could miss next month’s
Grand Prix Final, the Russian figure skater has said.

In an interview carried on the Russian Skating
Federation’s website,
Medvedeva - who topped the
podium in Grand Prix events
in Moscow and Osaka - said
she felt pain before the
Russian event in October but
was able to compete after
taking painkillers.

She was then diagnosed
with having a crack in a bone
in her right foot but she
decided to compete in Japan
earlier this month. “Yes, there
was a big risk that my leg and foot would not stand it.
But this is the Olympic season,” Medvedeva was quot-
ed as saying, adding that she had never missed a meet
because of an injury.

“After the short program, I was worse. For the free
program, I skated on strong painkillers.” An MRI in
Japan confirmed the injury and on her return to
Moscow she was put in a cast, she said, adding that she
was undergoing rehabilitation and doing everything she

could to get back on her skates. 
She added that she hoped she could still take part in

the Grand Prix Final.  “If doctors do not allow me to
compete in Japan, that would be the worse-case sce-
nario. It would be very difficult to watch from the side-

lines,” she was quoted as
saying.

“But I very much hope
this will not happen.” If
Medvedeva is unable to take
part she would not be the
only big name missing from
the Final, which is to be held
in Japan from Dec. 7-10.
Home favourite Yuzuru
Hanyu is out with an injured
ankle, while Canada’s Patrick
Chan has dropped out to

devote himself to training after a disappointing finish in
Skate Canada.

While there was no suggestion that Medvedeva’s
injury could prevent her from competing at the Winter
Games in February, the International Olympic
Committee has yet to decide on Russia’s participation
amid ongoing questions over its anti-doping pro-
gramme. The IOC is set to make the decision at its
executive board meeting on Dec. 5-7. — Reuters
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OSTRAVA: In this Jan 27, 2017 file photo, Russia’s Evgenia Medvedeva displays her gold medal after her free
program at the European Figure Skating Championships in Ostrava, Czech Republic. World champion figure
skater Evgenia Medvedeva says she may miss December’s Grand Prix Final with a fracture in her foot.—AP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Acting Director of Public Authority for
Sports (PAS) Dr. Humoud Fulaiteh visited training
centers of several sports in Al-Ahmadiya School. He
was received by the General Supervisor of Physical
Education at the Education Ministry Waleed Ayesh,
Director of Training Centers Mahmoud Abul, PAS
Public Relations and Information Director Khalid Al-
Subaie and Director of Al-Ahmadiya School Nabeela
Al-Khalifa.

Dr Fulaiteh expressed his pleasure with the coop-
eration between PAS and Education Ministry as well
clubs, and the keenness on having joint work with the
Education Ministry to project sports activities and
discovery of talent under the slogan “Our children are
our hope”.

He said centers and schools were divided on gover-
norates and clubs, and the role of clubs is to follow the
skilled players and have them join clubs and utilize their
abilities, as well as efforts of competent trainers of vari-

ous activities and games.
Fulaiteh said he is confident with the center, and that

will reflect on Kuwait and its national teams, and the
future is for those youth, adding that centers put in
their plans this year the inclusion of women sports and
designated several centers for female students.

Dr Fulaiteh said PAS cooperated with Kuwait
Football Association to establish an academy for skilled
players, and have training camps for them abroad to

gain experience.
He thanked Education Ministry leadership as well as

schools administrations, trainers, director of centers
project, and Director of Al-Ahmadiya School Nabila
Al-Khalifa.

General Director of Physical Education at the
Education Ministry Waleed Ayesh lauded the coopera-
tion with PAS, and the implementation of this vital proj-
ect to serve the talented students and polish their skills.
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KUWAIT: Alghanim Industries, one of the largest pri-
vately owned companies in the region, announced the
participation of 224 employees at the Gulf Bank 642
Marathon, which was held over the past weekend. The
company covered registration fees for all employees who
participated in the event. This year, the Gulf Bank 642
Marathon saw a total of 6,000 attendees representing
over 130 nationalities.

Every year, Alghanim Industries actively encourages
its employees to participate in such sports events, espe-
cially ones that support charitable initiatives and causes.
For this year’s 642 Marathon, Gulf Bank partnered with
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) with the aim of raising awareness about the
plight of Syrian refugees through a campaign, under the
slogan “Voices for Refugees”.

Commenting on the company’s participation in the
event, Chief Human Resources Officer at Alghanim
Industries, Henning Schlutt, said: “Every year Alghanim

Industries partners with different organizations that hold
sporting events aimed at supporting charitable causes.
Our company promotes a Healthy lifestyle philosophy
and we encourage our employees to participate in these
events. We are honored to contribute to raising aware-
ness about Syrian refugees and look forward to partici-
pating in similar events and in the future.”

Ervin Galin, Assistant Branch Manager of Wendy’s at
Alghanim Industries who ran the 42km full marathon said:
“This was my first 42km marathon, I really enjoyed run-
ning alongside my fellow colleagues from different func-
tions in the company and most of all, running for a noble
cause. The weather and energy is always great and I look
forward to participating in the marathon next year”.  

The event kicked off on Saturday morning from Souq
Sharq, and included four different categories, at different
difficulty levels, for those looking to run or walk. The cat-
egories were: a 5km “beginners and family fun run”, a
10km “amateur run”, an advanced 21km half marathon,
and the 42km full marathon.

Alghanim Industries holds employee engagement
activities on a regular basis, including blood drives
which the company organizes in collaboration with the
Kuwait Central Blood Bank (KCBB), Breast Cancer
Awareness campaigns, and charity runs and marathons
in which the company funds the registration fees for
employees interested in joining, in addition to celebrat-
ing the national holidays in the company. Earlier this
year, Alghanim Industries signed an MoU with the
UNHCR which will impact the education of thousands
of Syrian refugees in Lebanon. Group photo of the employees participating. 
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LONDON: The Formula One season winds up in Abu
Dhabi on Sunday with both titles won, Lewis Hamilton
aiming to close the year on a winning note and big
money still at stake for those further down the pad-
dock pecking order.

While four times world champion Hamilton’s
Mercedes team mates can again look forward to
healthy year-end bonuses, others are scrapping for
crucial points that could swell their 2018 budgets.

Toro Rosso, Renault and Haas are just six points
apart, with the difference between sixth place and
eighth in the constructors’ championship equivalent to
about $12 million when it comes to revenue distribu-
tion. “This race is almost a championship in itself,”
says Renault Sport F1 head Cyril Abiteboul, whose
team are four points behind Toro Rosso and two clear
of Ferrari-powered Haas.

There is extra needle in the showdown with Red
Bull-owned Toro Rosso using the French manufactur-
er’s engines for one last time before switching to
Honda. At the top, Hamilton will be determined to grab
a 10th win of the season-making it the fourth year in a
row that his tally has entered double figures and giv-
ing him a warm glow through the winter.

“I’m going to give it everything in Abu Dhabi,” said
the Briton, who won his title in Mexico last month but
has failed to make the podium in his last two races.
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel will also be looking for brag-
ging rights by becoming the first non-Mercedes driver
of the V6 turbo hybrid era that started in 2014 to finish
in the top two of the championship.

The German is 22 points clear of Mercedes’ Valtteri
Bottas, who can only finish runner-up if he wins and
Vettel scores no more than two points.

Ferrari have yet to win in Abu Dhabi but Vettel and
Hamilton, who was given a hero’s welcome when he
returned to the Mercedes factory this week, have both
triumphed three times at Yas Marina’s floodlit circuit.

For Brazilian Felipe Massa, with Williams, Abu
Dhabi will be a final farewell to the sport. “I am look-
ing forward to it and plan to enjoy every moment, to
finish my Formula One career on a high note,” said the
36-year-old, who won 11 times for Ferrari in a career
that will end after some 270 races.—Reuters
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