
PARIS: Cristiano Ronaldo scored twice as holders Real
Madrid thrashed APOEL 6-0 in Cyprus to reach the
Champions League last 16 on Tuesday, while Liverpool
blew a three-goal lead in a thriller at Sevilla.

Zinedine Zidane’s Real bounced back from their 3-1
loss at Tottenham Hotspur last time out by crushing
APOEL, with four of the goals coming before half-time.

“It was a very good evening for us,” said Zidane.
“We’re on the right track. We’re doing things well

and we’re building in  strength. It’s never easy but it
was a complete display and we scored quickly.”

The record 12-time
winners had to wait until
the 23rd minute to take
the lead through Luka
Modric, but a run of five
goals in 15 minutes either
side of half-time sent
them through in style.

Karim Benzema put
worries about his recent
form to bed with a dou-
ble either side of a
Nacho effort, before
Ronaldo got in on the act
after the break.

The Portuguese climbed highest to power a header
into the corner from an inviting Marcelo cross.

And the 32-year-old, who has only scored once in
eight La Liga appearances this season, scored his
eighth Champions League goal this term with an excel-
lent left-footed finish from a tight angle.

Tottenham sealed top spot in Group H with a come-
from-behind 2-1 victory at Borussia Dortmund.

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang put the hosts ahead,
but with Real’s thumping win sending Dortmund out,
Spurs levelled through Harry Kane and Son Heung-Min
curled in a 76th-minute winner.

LIVERPOOL COLLAPSE 
Five-time champions Liverpool threw away a last-16

spot as Sevilla roared back from three goals down at
half-time to draw 3-3. Liverpool looked to be cruising
into the knockout stage for the first time since 2008/09
when Roberto Firmino and Sadio Mane both scored
from flicked-on corners. A rout similar to the 7-0
thrashing of Maribor in Slovenia earlier in the group
phase looked on the cards when Firmino tapped in
number three, but Sevilla staged a stirring second-half
comeback.

Wissam Ben Yedder beat Alberto Moreno to nod in

a free-kick, before slotting in a penalty.
And Argentinian Guido Pizarro struck in the third

minute of injury-time to complete the fightback and
leave Jurgen Klopp’s visitors deflated. “Fantastic first
half and in the second half we made the mistake that we
didn’t continue playing football,” said Klopp.

“We have to control the game with the ball and we
didn’t play football.” Elsewhere in Group E, Russian
champions Spartak Moscow saw their chances 

hit by an injury-time equaliser in a 1-1 home draw
with Maribor. Sevilla will book a last-16 spot for the

second straight season if
they can win in Maribor
on the final matchday in
two weeks’ time, while
Liverpool have to avoid
defeat at home to
Spartak.

Lorenzo Insigne
inspired Italian Serie A
leaders Napoli to a 3-0
victory over Ukrainians
Shakhtar Donetsk that
kept their hopes alive in
Group F.

Winger Insigne made the difference with a magnifi-
cent individual effort in the 56th minute, dancing past
two defenders before curling into the top corner from
25 yards out. Further late goals from Piotr Zielinski and
Dries Mertens gave their goal difference a boost.

Manchester City secured first place in the group
with a 1-0 win over rock-bottom Feyenoord as Raheem
Sterling scored an 88th-minute winner.

Napoli need City to beat Shakhtar in the final round
of games and see off Feyenoord in Rotterdam to
progress. Turkish champions Besiktas reached the last
16 for the first time in 31 years, as a goal from Talisca
secured a 1-1 draw with Porto in Istanbul to wrap up
top spot in Group G.

Last season’s semi-finalists Monaco are out of
Europe altogether, after a woeful performance and 4-1
home loss to RB Leipzig.

The French champions saw the German tournament
debutants race into a 3-0 lead through a Jemerson own
goal and a Timo Werner brace, and although Radamel
Falcao pulled one back, Naby Keita rounded off a stun-
ning win that keeps Leipzig in the hunt.

Leipzig need to better Porto’s result on the last
matchday. The Bundesliga runners-up host Besiktas,
while two-time European champions Porto take on
Monaco. — AFP
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UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE TABLES

Group E
Liverpool 5 2 3 0 16 6 9
Sevilla 5 2 2 1 11 11 8
Spartak Moscow 5 1 3 1 9 6 6
Maribor 5 0 2 3 2 15 2

Group F
Manchester City 5 5 0 0 13 315-qualified
Shakhtar Donetsk 5 3 0 2 7 8 9
Napoli 5 2 0 3 10 9 6
Feyenoord 5 0 0 5 3 13 0

Group G
Besiktas 5 3 2 0 9 411-qualified
FC Porto 5 2 1 2 10 8 7
RB Leipzig 5 2 1 2 9 9 7
Monaco 5 0 2 3 4 11 2

Group H
Tottenham 5 4 1 0 12 413-qualified
Real Madrid 5 3 1 1 14 510-qualified
Dortmund 5 0 2 3 5 10 2
APOEL Nicosia 5 0 2 3 2 14 2
Note: Top two from each group qualify for knockout phase

PARIS: UEFA Champions League tables after Tuesday night’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

NICOSIA: Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo scores the fifth goal of his team during the Champions League Group H
soccer match between APOEL Nicosia and Real Madrid at GSP stadium, in Nicosia. — AP
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TURIN: Italy and Juventus goalkeeper
Gianluigi Buffon has thanked Ivan Rakitic
for offering to give him his spot at the
World Cup, but quipped it “might not be
a great idea.” Barcelona midfielder
Rakitic will be going to the tournament
with Croatia. Buffon missed out on
becoming the first player to feature in six
World Cup finals after Italy lost its play-
off to Sweden. “Buffon is really unique, he
has the respect of everyone, I’m really

sad that he won’t have a last chance to
play in a World Cup. If I could, I would
give him my place,” Rakitic said ahead of
Barcelona’s Champions League match at
Juventus yesterday.

“Any child creating their ultimate foot-
ball team would put Buffon in goal.
Seeing him in tears after Italy’s game, I
wanted to tell him go to the World Cup in
my place.” Buffon is likely to retire at the
end of the season and quit international
football after the playoff defeat. The 39-
year-old ‘keeper, who won the World
Cup in 2006, thanked Rakitic on Twitter.
“As a goalkeeper I might still play but
playing for Croatia as a midfielder in your
place might not be a great idea: I am say-
ing it for your good sake,” Buffon wrote.
“Joking apart, your words have been a
great gift. Thanks to you and @JordiAlba:
my jersey is waiting for you.”—AP

NBA result/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 16 2 .889 -
Toronto 11 5 .688 4
NY Knicks 9 7 .563 6
Philadelphia 9 7 .563 6
Brooklyn 6 10 .375 9

Central Division
Detroit 11 6 .647 -
Cleveland 10 7 .588 1
Indiana 10 8 .556 1.5
Milwaukee 8 8 .500 2.5
Chicago 3 12 .200 7

Southeast Division
Washington 10 7 .588 -
Orlando 8 9 .471 2
Charlotte 7 9 .438 2.5
Miami 7 9 .438 2.5
Atlanta 3 14 .176 7

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Portland 10 7 .588 -
Minnesota 10 7 .588 -
Denver 10 7 .588 -
Oklahoma City 7 9 .438 2.5
Utah 7 11 .389 3.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 13 4 .765 -
LA Lakers 8 10 .444 5.5
Phoenix 7 11 .389 6.5
LA Clippers 5 11 .313 7.5
Sacramento 4 13 .235 9

Southwest Division
Houston 13 4 .765 -
San Antonio 11 6 .647 2
New Orleans 9 8 .529 4
Memphis 7 9 .438 5.5
Dallas 3 15 .167 10.5

LA Lakers 103; Chicago 94.
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ST LOUIS: Vladimir Tarasenko had two
goals and two assists and got in a rare fight
Tuesday night, helping the St Louis Blues
to an 8-3 victory over the Edmonton
Oilers. Brayden Schenn also had two goals
and two assists, and Jake Allen stopped 26
shots for the NHL-leading Blues (16-5-1).
Tarasenko’s fight came in the second peri-
od. In just the third scrap of his six-year
career, Tarasenko tangled with Matt
Benning and landed a solid right hand
much to the crowd’s delight. Tarasenko was
reacting to Benning’s near-collision with
Schenn that was almost a knee-on-knee
hit. It was Tarasenko’s second career
Gordie Howe hat trick - a goal, an assist
and a fight in the same game. The other
one came three years ago against
Nashville. Dmitrij Jaskin, Scottie Upshall
and Paul Stastny also scored for St Louis.
Jaden Schwartz had three points, including
his 100th career goal. Milan Lucic, Leon
Draisaitl and Darnell Nurse scored for the
Oilers. Cam Talbot was pulled in favor of
Lauren Brossoit after facing just three
shots. Brossoit allowed six goals on 37
shots. Veteran defenseman Jay
Bouwmeester, a two-time All-Star, played
his first game of the season for the Blues
after breaking his ankle during training

camp in September. Edmonton is 1-5 in its
last six games.

CANUCKS 5, FLYERS 2
Brock Boeser scored twice and Daniel

Sedin inched closer to a major NHL milestone,
leading Vancouver past slumping Philadelphia.
Sedin had a goal and an assist to leave him
four points shy of 1,000 for his career. Sven
Baertschi scored a power-play goal, Henrik
Sedin had two assists and Loui Eriksson
added an empty -net goal and an assist for the
Canucks. Jacob Markstrom made 35 saves to
earn his sixth win of the season as Vancouver
improved to 10-8-3 with its second victory in
six games. Ivan Provorov and Jakub Voracek
scored for the Flyers, who lost their fifth
straight and fell below .500 (8-9-4) for the
first time this season. Michal Neuvirth took
the loss, allowing four goals on 22 shots. He
was replaced by Brian Elliott with 5:20
remaining in the second period.

STARS 3, CANADIENS 1
Devin Shore and Jason Spezza scored

59 seconds apart late in the second period
to lift Dallas over Montreal. Shore had no
goals in the first 19 games this season, but
scored for the second straight game to tie
it 1-all at 18:22 of the second. Spezza, who
also has scored in consecutive games after
netting only one goal in the first 19, put in a
rebound just less than a minute later. Shore
had an assist on Spezza’s goal. So did Tyler
Seguin, who scored into an empty net with
27 seconds to play. Ben Bishop made 29
saves for Dallas on his 31st birthday. He
allowed only a power-play goal by
Brendan Gallagher at 12:04 of the second.
After that, the Stars killed off all three
Montreal power plays in the third period.
Canadiens goalie Charlie Lindgren had 26
saves. — AP
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LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles Lakers guard Josh Hart, left, looks to shoot under
pressure as Chicago Bulls center Robin Lopez defends during the second half of
an NBA basketball game.— AP

LOS ANGELES: Kyle Kuzma had 22 points,
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope scored 11 of his 21
in the fourth quarter and the Los Angeles
Lakers rallied from a 19-point deficit in the
second half for a 103-94 victory over the
Chicago Bulls on Tuesday night.

Brandon Ingram had 17 points, five

rebounds and five assists as the Lakers won
consecutive games for the second time this
season. Los Angeles had a miserable first half
and trailed 61-42 early in the second, but put
together a 38-19 run. Caldwell-Pope’s layup
with 3:08 to play gave the Lakers their first
lead since the first quarter.

Caldwell-Pope added back-to-back 3-
pointers to get the LA crowd on its feet. After
Ingram made a difficult layup with 1:16 left,
Caldwell-Pope alertly kept a loose ball alive
after Lonzo Ball missed a 3-pointer, allowing
the Lakers to seal their first win over the Bulls
at Staples Center in three tries.

Denzel Valentine scored 17 points and
Antonio Blakeney added 15 - all in the first half
- for the Bulls, who dropped to 3-12 with their

seventh loss in eight games. Kris Dunn had 12
points and six assists in his second start of the
season for Chicago. Ball had eight points, 13
rebounds and four assists. After posting his
second career triple-double Sunday against
Denver, the touted rookie missed seven of his
first eight shots against Chicago, but provided
strong playmaking down the stretch.

The NBA’s worst shooting team hit seven
3s in the first half while taking an 18-point
lead over the step-slow Lakers. Blakeney was
a rookie surprise, hitting a career-high six
shots in the opening minutes while the Bulls
surged well ahead. Los Angeles committed 13
first-half turnovers, played poor defense and
would have been buried without Kuzma’s
gritty scoring. — AP

Lakers rally from 
19-point deficit to
beat Bulls 103-94


