
Congratulations to Kuwait’s civil aviation directorate
for its extraordinary achievement! Last week, Kuwait’s
civil aviation management announced an unexpected
and positive new surprise related to development in
the standards of safety and security of international
civil aviation regulations in Kuwait. The latest assess-
ment of the International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) showed a significant progress of 78.18 percent
for Kuwait compared to the modest and embarrassing
percentage of 54 percent in the past.

ICAO is a specialized United Nations agency
working on the application of standards and recom-
mended practices (SARPs) for international civil avia-
tion and policies aimed at supporting the civil aviation
sector, which provides safety, efficiency, security,
economic sustainability and environmental responsi-
bility to ensure compliance with global rules. Hence,
this report and the achievement of Kuwait gains
importance.

This news is important to Kuwait both on official
and international levels, as it affects Kuwait’s reputa-
tion and its interest to modernize local laws and regu-
lations related to civil aviation in a way that suits the
requirements of the era and matches international reg-
ulations. The news is certainly joyful and thankful to
those behind the quick transformation and develop-
ment, but the question is - what does this mean to us
as ordinary travelers?

For most people, the airport is still the same modest
facility. Departure and arrival passengers are still min-
gling like at a train station, despite the existence of an
auxiliary company to inspect bags and passengers,
which is better than it was in the past. So what’s new?
These were the most prominent public observations.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation was not
widely or actively mentioned in the past when talking
about development and modernization of security and
safety of aviation laws in Kuwait, until a year ago. This
was when Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah took
the lead and clearly changed this department radically
for the best. Leading civil aviation away from the noise
and inconvenience of the National Assembly gave him
the ability to lead seriously and quietly. A qualified
Kuwaiti team acts as his right hand, on which he trusts
and depends to achieve the success needed for
Kuwait. The success of this small department is a great
achievement. The least reward is to grant them the
permission to be an independent authority.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation said in a
press release that ICAO completed a field visit by a
specialized technical team to assess safety standards
at Kuwait International Airport by announcing positive
results reflecting the high efficiency of performance in
various operational sectors. The team visit included a
comprehensive inspection of the relevant administra-
tions of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation,
which included aviation safety, air navigation, airport
operations and engineering. The statement noted that
ICAO commended the changes made by various
departments in record time in order to meet key
requirements in implementing operational safety stan-
dards at Kuwait International Airport.

The report was a joyous one to the airport adminis-
tration. The airport is often criticized by the public, so
news like this is a reason for them to remind everyone
that it also has a positive role. The airport leadership is
trying to develop, despite the modest prospects. For
example, new baggage carousals will open on Jan 20
and loading of bags on airplanes will be done elec-
tronically.

The airport is a border point between countries
and therefore has special importance in terms of safe-
ty and security. Modernizing the infrastructure of air
transport and aviation regulations is indisputable.
Kuwait aviation directorate - way to go!

Congratulations,
Kuwait’s civil aviation!

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  
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local spotlight

At a preface for the article, I would like first - as
rational Kuwaitis amongst other Kuwaitis - to
declare that foreigners residing in Kuwait who
abide by law and order are our guests, and should
be given all the appropriate options of living and
freedom of everything, regardless of abnormal
statements by peculiar people who sleep at night
with nightmares that reflect the next day on their
sick attitudes. Prior to independence, Kuwait con-
tracted and hired multinationals to assist in explo-
ration and producing oil and its various byprod-
ucts, along with others who strived hard to estab-
lish our medical and educational infrastructure.

Prior to independence, when policymakers in
Kuwait wanted to establish a modern society, and
with limitations of Kuwaitis both in quantity and
quality, foreign manpower was the prime source in
establishing several domains - health, education,
judicial affairs, all sorts of media, research, sports,
etc. I have witnessed the development of Kuwait
and its worldwide reputation since the 1960s.
Nonetheless, I declare the truth - that without for-
eign participation, no parameter of progress would
have been achieved.

Kuwait’s Islamic and Arabian paradigms do not
allow insulting or discounting the efforts and
impact of any person. It would be abusive, uncivi-
lized and unfair if we do not credit or appreciate
expatriates’ efforts and hard work. Last but not the
least, other rational and appreciative Kuwaitis and
me are grateful to all foreign efforts to build
Kuwait.   

Demonizing the
expatriates

By Yousuf Al-Sultan
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By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei filed a proposal to
add two new articles to the Amiri decree number
17/1959 pertaining foreigners’ residency. The first pro-
posed article states that “the interior minister will be
authorized to grant residency to non-Kuwaitis, upon
their own requests, without work or sponsors, on the
condition that he/she should be an Arab registered in
the 1965 census, has lawfully resided in Kuwait for at
least 40 consecutive years, has a lawful source of living
and has good conduct.” The proposal states that
according to this article, applicant would be given a res-
idency of five renewable years.  The second article
states that non-Kuwaitis granted residencies according
to the above conditions would be treated as citizens in
terms of receiving free medical treatment, disabled care,
free education, driving licenses of all types and owning
one housing unit. 

Squandering
Head of the parliamentary financial affairs committee

MP Salah Khorsheed urged the government to stop
squandering funds,
which was been preva-
lent at various ministries
and government estab-
lishments as documents
in State Audit Bureau
reports, instead of
rejecting bills proposed
to help citizens face
soaring prices.
Khorsheed said the gov-
ernment had proposed a
memo of strategic pay-
roll alternatives that was
not approved by lawmakers, who demanded achieving
justice amongst the holders of the same qualifications in

various bodies. Khorsheed also called for protecting the
incentives of citizens in the educational and oil sectors,
in addition to increasing child allowance and increasing

rent allowance from KD
150 to KD 275. 

Insurance
The parliamentary

health affairs committee is
scheduled to discuss
health insurance for citi-
zens in a meeting today to
be attended by local med-
ical officials. Informed
sources explained that
citizens’ health insurance
was still being considered

and studied, and stressed that the government is not very
enthusiastic about it because expansions of current hospi-

tals and new medical centers
will provide proper healthcare
for citizens and resolve the
problem of long waiting times.
The sources added that
launching health insurance
hospitals for expats will make
public ones only for citizens. 

Bonds
The Central  Bank of

Kuwait will offer bonds in
dinars for public bidding on
Tuesday, Nov 28 according
to tawarruq conditions. The
bonds’ duration will be 182 days and denominated at
KD 50,000, KD 100,000, KD 500,000 and KD 1
million, with the aim of controlling liquidity in local
markets.  

MP proposes special residency to
Arabs who live 40+ years in Kuwait

Applicant must
be registered in
the 1965 census

Declare the truth

Right to free medical treatment, education, housing

MP Waleed 
Al-Tabtabaei

DIA hosts
12th biennial
Middle East 
Regulatory
Conference
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The 12th biennial Middle
East Regulatory Conference
(MERC) took place recently in
Millennium Hotel. The Drug
Information Association (DIA)
hosted the conference with support
from Middle East Regulatory
Network (MERN) and European
Federation of Pharmaceutical
Industries and Associations
(EFPIA).

Jeffrey Kemprecos, from GCC
Public Policy, said that the confer-
ence reviewed and tracked medi-
cines and licenses to make sure that
the medicines’ supplies are safe.
“We are here to share the practices
about how to regulate the medicine
supply with safety and high quality,
to benefit the patients and also to
adopt the best recommendations,”
he said. He added that Kuwait is
standing in a good position and has
one of the most transparent regula-
tory systems, and excellent cooper-
ation with the companies in the bio-
pharmaceutical sector. Kemprecos
discussed about competitiveness,
innovation and investment. He said
that the Middle Eastern countries
can compete in the innovative bio-
pharmaceutical sector if they
shared the same vision, strategy
and policy road map to drive
reforms as history shows that with
the right eco-system, small coun-
tries can outperform larger coun-
tries.

Frank Lichtenberg, who is a pro-
fessor of business at Columbia
University, the United States of
America, has been studying the
impact of biomedical innovation on
health for the past 20 years, and
completed a study on nine Middle

East and African countries.
Lichtenberg discussed the impact
of pharmaceutical innovation on
longevity, productivity, and medical
expenditure. He said that real-world
evidence from numerous countries
indicates that pharmaceutical inno-
vation has been the principal cause
of longevity growth where in the
US, the value of reductions in work
loss days and hospital admissions
attributable to pharmaceutical
innovation was estimated to be
three times as large as the cost of
new drugs consumed. Also, coun-
tries where new drugs are launched
earlier obtain greater benefits from
pharmaceutical innovation.

MERC brings together cross-
functional leaders in drug develop-
ment, in a uniquely neutral forum,
from across the Middle East and
Europe. Over 250 leaders from over
20 different countries share insights
and diverse perspectives on the
progress and priorities within the
regulatory landscape of the region.
The event was attended by Kuwait
Drug and Food Control
Administration, the Ministry of
Health Kuwait, the Saudi Food and
Drug Authority, the Egyptian Drug
Authority, the Jordan Food and
Drug Administration, and the Gulf
Health Council. 

These regulatory authorities,
together with industry experts,
openly exchanged opinions and
information on topics such as, facil-

itated regulatory pathways, opti-
mizing review processes, bar cod-
ing and serialization, electronic
common technical documents
(eCTD), and pharmacovigilance.
The goal of this conference was to
learn from one another, to bring
tangible steps for advancement
back to every country and organi-
zation, ultimately increasing patient
access to new and improved medi-
cines and therapies, also open
exchange of country-level develop-
ments, as well as challenges, gener-
ates increased opportunities for
collaboration and harmonization.

Since 1964, DIA has provided a
global stage for collaboration to
address healthcare challenges. As a
member-driven volunteer organiza-
tion, professionals from 80 coun-
tries have engaged with DIA
through their unparalleled member-
ship network, educational offerings,
and professional development
opportunities. In a uniquely neutral
environment, DIA mobilizes the
best and brightest minds to engage
in current healthcare challenges and
to affect outcomes. Starting with
the controversy over the drug
Thalidomide, DIA’s founders - a
group of 30 pharmaceutical profes-
sionals, medical writers, and aca-
demics - came together to create a
platform for necessary global com-
munication and collaboration to
solve a healthcare threat to unborn
children worldwide.

KUWAIT: People attend the 12th biennial  Middle East
Regulatory Conference.

Three minutes
to renew license
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Assistant Undersecretary
for Traffic Affairs Major General Fahad Al-Shuwaie and
an accompanying delegation visited Unix Four
Company in Athens, Greece to test the instant service
system for renewal of smart driver’s licenses. He
checked the renewal process through these systems
which help issue the new license within three minutes.
The machines will be distributed in different malls and
public service centers around Kuwait. 

Officers discharged
The directorate general of supervision and inspec-

tion summoned two interior ministry personnel who
appeared in video clips on social media filming an
expatriate man while verbally insulting him. The two
officers were discharged from service after they were
interrogated.

Five rescued
Public Relations and Information Department at

Kuwait Fire Service Directorate said Marine firemen
rescued five people near Ouha island. Salmiya Sea
Rescue team received a call about a 31-foot boat sink-
ing near Ouha island and rescued the distressed. No
injuries were reported. 

Forgery
Interior Ministry said residency detectives arrested

expats for forging entry visas. A company representa-
tive was arrested and told police during interrogations
about an expat who forges visas in exchange of money.
Both were arrested and sent to concerned authorities.

Draft on medical
error insurance
referred to Fatwa
Department
KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Jamal Al-Harbi said
Friday his ministry referred the draft legislation on
insurance against medical errors to the Fatwa (Legal
Advice) and Legislation Department of the cabinet.
“The department is supposed to study the legal, finan-
cial and administrative aspects of the draft as a prelude
to referring it to the National Assembly,” he said.  The
Minister made the press remarks following the inaugu-
ration of an international scientific conference on
‘Updates in Medicine,’ being organized by Kuwait
Medical Association (KMA) under auspices of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah.

“The draft envisages setting up an interdependence
fund that will collect small fees from physicians, with a
view to protecting them against harm relating to their
profession.  “It is on the agenda of the parliamentary
committee on health,” Dr Harbi revealed.  He said the
Ministry of Health backs KMA’s efforts to improve the
health service and ensure the safety of patients as per
the standards set by the World Health Organization

(WHO). The minister delivered a speech to the confer-
ence on behalf of His Highness the Amir. In the speech,
Dr Al-Harbi said “it is a humanitarian and professional
responsibility for us to introduce the latest scientific
and technological achievements to all medical special-
izations in the country.”

He stressed the need of doubling the efforts to
improve healthcare in order to support the country’s
march towards sustainable development.  He praised
the conferees for their great insight into upgrading the
technological, scientific and technical aspects of the
medical profession and sharing experience on the latest
practices worldwide. He added that the ministry will
tap into the outcomes of the gathering while updating
its policies and protocols for healthcare and protection
of patients’ rights.  Meanwhile, KMA chairman and
head of the conference Dr Mohammad Al-Mutairi
extolled His Highness the Amir for his kind patronage of
the event.  He noted the KMA plays a growing social
role on the local, regional and international scales, and
takes part in international events meant to modernize
the various branches of medicine. 

KMA, out of belief in the noble approach of His
Highness the Amir to humanitarian action, signed an
agreement with Doctors Without Borders (MSF) on
cooperation to provide medical aid to victims of con-
flicts in several parts of the world, he noted. Dr Mutairi
added that the ongoing conference gathered 600
physicians from the Arab region, the United States and
Europe, with the number of doctors who registered
into the webpage of the event amounting to 1,800. The
agenda of the two-day gathering includes 40 lectures
and 15 workshops. — KUNA


