
STOCKHOLM: Protesters attend a demonstration against slavery in Libya, at Sergels torg in Stockholm yesterday. —AFP

PARIS: World leaders may have been quick to voice
outrage over video footage of Libyan slave auctions,
but activists raised the alarm months ago-and their
warnings fel l  on deaf ears. Aid workers, rights
groups and analysts say they had been shouting
about rape, torture and forced work for thousands
of black Africans in the war-torn north African
country until they were blue in the face. But it took
CNN’s footage of young Africans being auctioned
off near Tripoli, filmed on a hidden camera and aired
on November 14, to force Western and African lead-
ers into a flurry of condemnation.

United Nations chief Antonio Guterres was “hor-
rified”; African Union chief Alpha Conde was “out-
raged”. France requested an urgent meeting of the
UN Security Council, with President Emmanuel
Macron branding the auctions a crime against
humanity. But NGOs and experts have charged
leaders with hypocrisy. “Ordinary people aside,
everyone knew about this-governments, interna-
t ional  organizat ions , pol i t ica l  leaders ,”  sa id
Hamidou Anne, a Senegalese analyst at think-tank
L’Afrique des Idees.

Alioune Tine, Amnesty International’s West Africa
director, said “hostage-takings, violence, torture and
rape” were well documented in Libya. “And we’ve
been talking about slavery for a long time,” he added.
Libya became a massive transit hub for sub-Saharan

Africans setting sail for Europe after the fall of dicta-
tor Muammar Gaddafi in 2011 tipped the country
into chaos. The EU has been desperate to stem the
influx-more than 1.5 million migrants have arrived in
Europe since 2015, according to UN figures. But
leaders are at a loss to find solutions for the asylum
seekers on the other side of the Mediterranean. This
month it faced heavy
criticism from the UN
over its training of the
Libyan coastguard,
which the world body’s
rights chief said result-
ed in migrants being
sent back to “horrific”
prisons.

‘Unimaginable horrors’   
With EU support,

Italy has been training
Libyan coastguards to
intercept boats as part
of a controversial deal that has seen migrant arrivals
down nearly 70 percent since July. But the UN charges
that the policy leaves migrants returned to Libya at risk
of torture, rape, forced labor and extortion. “The inter-
national community cannot continue to turn a blind eye
to the unimaginable horrors endured by migrants in

Libya,” UN rights chief Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein said.
Brussels has hit back that its coastguard training has
helped save lives-nearly 3,000 people have died trying
to cross the Mediterranean this year-while EU aid has
helped UN agencies to send 10,000 migrants home
from Libya voluntarily.

In The Gambia, Karamo Keita set up a group to
warn fellow youngsters
not to attempt the trip to
Europe, after suffering
horrific abuses in Libya
including slave labor. “In
Libya, black people have
no right,” he said back in
September. “We were
taken to various farms
where the Libyan guy
sold us as slaves. We
worked on the farms for
free.” The International
Organization for
Migration had in April

reported the existence of markets where migrants
became “commodities to be bought”. And several
months later the head of medical charity Medecins
Sans Frontieres, Joanne Liu, wrote an open letter to
European governments warning of the thriving “kid-
napping, torture and extortion business”. “In their

efforts to stem the influx, are European governments
ready to pay the price for rape, torture and slavery?”
she asked, adding: “We can’t say we didn’t know
about this.” 

‘Don’t condemn, act’   
Amnesty’s Tine said that in its efforts to stop

migrants arriving “at all cost”, Europe bore “a funda-
mental responsibility” for the horrors in Libya. Yet oth-
ers are also to blame, he said. “African countries do
nothing to make their young people stay, to give them
work,” he said. Analyst Hamidou Anne also said a pas-
sive response from African leaders was in part to blame
for the unfolding disaster, along with “systematic racism
in the Maghreb countries”. “This cannot go on,” he
said. “Faced with a crime against humanity you don’t
condemn it, you act.”

Tiny Rwanda has offered, since the scandal broke, to
take in 30,000 Africans from Libya. Migration commis-
sioner Dimitris Avramopoulos meanwhile said on
Thursday that the EU was “working without let-up” to
find solutions. Tine said slavery needed to be on the
agenda at an EU-AU summit on November 29-30 in
Abidjan, an idea already floated by Niger’s President
Mahamadou Issoufou. “We need an impartial investiga-
tion to see how the trafficking is organized and who is
behind it,” Tine said. And, he added, “everyone must
take their responsibilities.” —AFP
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‘Disputed 
partition’ of 
Palestine 70
years ago
PARIS: The UN plan that partitioned
Palestine into two states, one Jewish
and one Arab, was adopted 70 years
ago. The resolution led to the cre-
ation of Israel, but an independent
Palestinian state has yet to see the
light of day. Here is a recap.

Palestine handed to UN 
After World War II, Britain’s grasp

on power in Palestine was slipping.
It had received a mandate for the
territory from the League of Nations
in 1922. But things had changed radi-
cally since then, following the Jewish
Holocaust, mounting pressure from
underground zionist groups, the cre-
ation of  the Arab League and
increased US involvement in the
Middle East .  In February 1947
London announced it would give up
control of Palestine, handing it over
to the United Nations, which had
replaced the League of Nations.

A three-minute vote 
The UN General Assembly in New

York adopted Resolution 181 on the
partition of Palestine on November
29, 1947. In a vote that took less than
three minutes, Palestine-home to 1.3
million Arabs and 600,000 Jews-was

divided into three entit ies which
were to be formed by August 1, 1948.
The Jewish state was al located
14,000 square kilometers of territo-
ry, while the Palestinians were to
keep three regions spanning 11,500
square kilometers. A special interna-
t ional  zone was created for
Jerusalem and its surrounding areas.
The land that was to become Israel
represented 54 percent of mandate
Palestine, though Jews accounted for
30 percent of the population. The
UN plan also laid out details on citi-
zenship, transit  r ights, economic
union and a declaration that each of
the independent states allow access
to holy sites and respect the rights of
religious communities and minorities.

US, Soviet Union front  
Even though Britain had prompted

the session that called the vote, it
abstained because of the explosive
nature of the text. Having regularly
changed its position over the
Palestinian issue, London was at this
point broadly on the side of the
Arabs. Arab states were against, call-
ing for the creation of a single, demo-
cratic and independent Palestinian
state encompassing the whole area.
However they came up against an
unexpected alliance between Cold
War foes the United States and the
Soviet Union which made it possible
to get the two-thirds majority needed
for the text to be adopted. While the
Soviet Union wanted Britain out of
Palestine, the United States leader-
ship, encouraged by Jews inside the
country, backed the formation of an
independent Jewish state. —AFP

Clashes erupt 
as Pakistan’s
police disperse
Islamists  
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani forces clashed violently
with hardline religious protesters in Islamabad
yesterday, with at least one person killed, more
than 130 injured and small demonstrations
spreading to other cities after police cracked
down on an Islamist sit-in. Thousands of security
forces fired tear gas and rubber bullets as the
demonstrators blocked roads and burned police
vehicles around the site of the sit-in, which has
choked a main highway and virtually paralyzed
the capital for nearly three weeks. 

An Islamabad police spokesman confirmed
that a policeman was killed in the fighting after
he was struck in the head by a rock, and an AFP
journalist saw what appeared to be the body of
at least one demonstrator lying on the road in
the capital. At least 139 injured people have been
taken to the Pakistan Institute of Medical
Sciences in Islamabad, a spokesman from the
hospital told AFP, adding that 93 of them were
members of the security forces.  

The sit-in by the little-known hardline group
called Tehreek-i-Labaik Ya Rasool Allah Pakistan
(TLYRAP) has blocked the main road into the cap-
ital used by thousands of commuters since
November 6, causing hours-long traffic snarls and
enraging commuters. The protesters, who before
yesterday numbered some 2,000 people, are
demanding that Pakistan’s law minister Zahid Hamid
resign over a hastily-abandoned amendment to the
oath that election candidates must swear.  

Demonstrators have linked it to blasphemy-a
highly contentious issue in Muslim Pakistan-and
claim the oath was softened to enable the partici-
pation of Ahmadis, a long-persecuted Islamic

minority sect. The protesters come from the
Barelvi sect of Islam that has strong ties to
Sufism-a mystical branch of the religion that is
seen as moderate.  However the execution in 2016
of Barelvi follower Mumtaz Qadri-who assassi-
nated liberal Punjab governor Salman Taseer over
his stance on the country’s blasphemy laws-led
members of the group to take a more hardline
stance against any moves to reform the legislation.

“These people already had a grudge against
the government and the government just provided
them the opportunity to vent out their anger,” said
political analyst Hasan Askari. Smoke and tear gas
filled the air in the ongoing, hours-long bid by
some 8,500 police as well as paramilitary Rangers
and Frontier Corps forces to clear the demonstra-
tors, which began soon after dawn. AFP reporters
at the site said dozens more demonstrators were
arriving.  Fresh protests were also springing up in
other cities. Police in Karachi said some 200 pro-
testers were blockading a major road in the
southern port, with at least nine injured people-
including three with gunshot wounds-brought to
hospital, according to doctors.

Markets and shops were closing in the megac-
ity, Pakistan’s commercial hub, as alarmed resi-
dents stayed inside while clerics called for more
demonstrators to come and help protect the dig-
nity of the Prophet Mohammed. Smaller demon-
strations were breaking out in Lahore and other
cities, according to local media.  As the clashes
intensified, Pakistan’s powerful military chief
phoned the prime minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
to urge the situation be handled “peacefully,” mili-
tary spokesman Major General Asif Ghafoor said
on Twitter.  General Qamar Javed Bajwa called for
both sides to avoid violence “as it is not in nation-
al interest”. Pakistan’s media regulator barred
local TV channels from broadcasting live images
from the scene, though protesters were still using
Facebook Live and other social media.

Bungled response
Authorities have hesitated to act against the

sit-in, citing fears of violence as the demonstra-
tors have vowed to die for their cause.But their
weeks of inaction have sparked the wrath of resi-
dents as well as Pakistan’s judiciary, with the
Supreme Court issuing a blistering statement ear-

lier in the week and the Islamabad High Court
threatening to hold officials in contempt. The sit-
in had previously cost the life of an eight-year-old
child whose ambulance could not reach a hospital
in time due to the blocked roads. 

Analysts and critics have accused the govern-
ment of bungling its response to the protest, and
allowing a minor issue to grow into a headline-
grabbing and potentially dangerous situation.
“Politically driven procrastination has its own
costs and this is what the government is paying,”
analyst Imtiaz Gul said. The government delays
had “allowed all like-minded people to organize
and prepare for the protests,” he said, adding
that whether or not the government is forced to
ask for military aid “it has already become
explosive”. —AFP
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ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani protester of the
Tehreek-i-Labaik Yah Rasool Allah Pakistan
(TLYRAP) religious group throws a tear gas shell
back towards police during a clash in
Islamabad yesterday.  —AFP


