
WELLINGTON: England set up a World Cup showdown
with Australia after scraping home 20-18 against a late-
charging Tonga, who were denied a last-gasp try in
Auckland yesterday. It is the first time England have
reached the final in 22 years, their last appearance ending
in a 16-8 defeat by Australia at Wembley in 1995.

In a nail-biting finish to
the semi-final, Tonga were
down 20-0 with eight
minutes remaining but the
Pacific islanders ran in
three quick tries to close
within two points. Then on
the stroke of full-time,
Tonga claimed Andrew
Fifita was illegally stripped
of the ball as he drove
towards what would have
been a sensational match-
winning try.

But referee Matt
Cecchin ruled Fifita lost the ball and refused Tongan pleas
for a video review as England hung on to snap an agonis-
ing semi-final jinx. Before a packed 30,000 Auckland
crowd-including a large contingent of Tonga supporters
fired up by the appearance of the Tongan King Tupou VI
wearing a team jersey-it was England who impressed from
the outset. 

They scored two tries in the first half and another in the
second with Garth Widdop landing four out of four shots
at goal and adding a try himself as England inflicted a first
defeat on Tonga in the tournament. Australia, who beat
England in pool play, thrashed Fiji 54-6 in the first semi-

final in Brisbane on Friday.
England face the Kangaroos in the final, also in

Brisbane, next weekend. Since losing the 1995 final, every
tournament since has ended in a semi-final defeat for
England. But Wayne Bennett’s men were determined to
break the hoodoo as they stamped their authority early on

against a fragile Tongan
defence.

Jermaine McGillvary
opened the scoring from a
simple catch and pass
move to continue his
record of at least one try
in his past 10 Test match-
es. When Tonga were
denied a try for Sika Manu
with Michael Jennings
judged to have passed off
the ground, England swept
back downfield with
Widdop scoring their sec-

ond try. England extended the score to 14-0 from a
Widdop penalty goal and with 15 minutes remaining a
John Bateman try stretched the lead to 20-0. But as Tonga
cut out the handling errors that had plagued their game,
they hit a tiring England with tries from Tevita Pangai
Junior, Siliva Havili and Tui Lolohea with Sio Siua
Taukeiaho landing all three goals.

The Tongans had come back from 16-2 down to beat
New Zealand in the group stage. But their hopes of a stun-
ning comeback against England were dashed after a last-
ditch tackle from Elliot Whitehead forced the ball to pop
out Fifita’s grasp. —AFP
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AUCKLAND: Luke Gale of England looses the ball in a tackle during the Rugby League World Cup men’s semi-
final match between Tonga and England at Mt Smart Stadium in Auckland yesterday. — AFP

SYDNEY: Jason Day ended a frustrating run
of par golf by making three late birdies to
snatch the outright lead after the third round
of the 102nd Australian Open yesterday.  The
former world number one’s patience finally
paid off when he made back-to-back birdies
at the 14th and 15th holes after parring his
first 13 holes. 

He did drop a shot when he bogeyed his
penultimate hole for the second day in a row
but made amends with a birdie at the last for
a two-under-par 69 and a three-round total
of 10-under-203. “It was tough to try and not
to force things. I know the crowds are out
there and they want to see a lot of birdies,”
Day said.  “As a professional golfer that’s
been around for a while now, it’s easier for me
to stand back and go, okay, I need to be
patient and not try to be too aggressive.”

Day, chasing his first title in 18 months
since winning the 2016 Players Championship
in Florida, will head into Sunday’s final round
with a one-stroke lead over his fellow
Australian Lucas Herbert, who carded an
even-par 71 to finish at nine-under after lead-
ing overnight. Sweden’s Jonas Blixt charged
up the leaderboard into a share of third place
at seven-under after a flawless 66, and was
joined by the 2015 Australian Open champion
Matt Jones, who signed for a 68.

“Jason’s a world class player, a former
number one,” Jones said. “(So) he’d be the
favourite to win but we’ve seen many upsets
before and as long as I manage my game and
give myself birdie opportunities, anything can
happen.” Australia’s Cameron Smith, who
teamed up with Blixt to win this year’s Zurich
Classic of New Orleans, was in fifth place at
six-under after firing a third consecutive

round of 69 while the defending champion
Jordan Spieth shot a 70 to finish eight shots
off the pace. “If there’s any place to come
from way behind, it’s here,” Spieth said.  “If I
can sneak a few breaks in... get a couple of
long putts to go or chip in or something like
that. I’m going to have to have some magic.”
Day’s failure to pick up any early birdies saw
him slip two shots behind Herbert but he
drew level with his playing partner when
Herbert took a double-bogey on the par-
three 11th when he lost his ball in the bushes
after an errant tee shot.

Herbert said he was so nervous about the
prospect of playing with Day in the final
group that he couldn’t sleep on Friday night
but was pleased with how he handled the
pressure. “It’s like trying to drink three cans
of Red Bull and then go to bed; that’s what it
felt like,” he said.

“But after I made a couple of good pars
there to start, I think that sort of kicked the

nerves and I was good to go.” Day made a
tap-in birdie at the par-5 14th after almost
chipping in for eagle, then snatched the lead
with a birdie at the 15th.  He narrowly missed
a long putt on the 17th to salvage par to
rejoin Herbert at nine-under but immediately
regained his slim advantage with a superb
approach on the 18th to set up birdie.

“This is my last tournament of the year. I
just turned 30 just a little bit ago, and I said
my 30s were going to be better than my 20s,
so it would nice to be able to start my 30s off
with a good win,” Day said.  “I know it’s going
to be a very difficult day tomorrow with
regard to what we’re going to have out there:
the pressure, the wind, the fans, the media.”
“It’s been a while since I’ve won, so obviously
everyone’s going to be nervous out there,” he
added. “It’s a good nervous; without nerves
you don’t get in the zone and without being in
the zone, you don’t shoot the scores that you
can shoot.” — AFP

KUWAIT: Ooredoo, Kuwait’s fastest net-
work, reiterated its pride in its equestrian
brand ambassador Rakan Al-Hasawi, who
ranked in a high position in the Hathab
Series, part of the on-going Longine
Global Champions Tour’s final round of the
season in Doha last week. Al-Hassawi, on
his horse Denver, came triumphant in the

Medium Tour 1.20/1.30m class after a
jump-off, against 32 equestrians competing
for the title from around the world. 

Ooredoo announced its sponsorship to
Al-Hasawi and named him its brand
ambassador for the current season in May.
The sponsorship comes in alignment with
the company’s commitment to enriching
youth and supporting them reach their
potential.

Al-Hasawi won a number of awards
locally and regionally, such as the CHI Al-
Shaqab horse hurdles competition in Qatar,
in addition to the Kuwait Police Show
Jumping Tournament and the Kuwait
Riding Center Tournament, in addition to
the Hala Febrayer 2017 which was spon-
sored by Ooredoo Kuwait recently, among
other competitions.

Ooredoo proud
of its equestrian
Rakan Al-Hasawi

HONG KONG:  S.S.P. Chawrasia shot a 1-
under 69 yesterday in the third round for a
one stroke lead at the Hong Kong Open.
The 39-year-old Indian is at 10-under 200
overall at the Hong Kong Golf Club.

Last year’s runner-up, Rafa Cabrera
Bello, hit six birdies, two bogeys and an
eagle on the par-4 10th for a 6-under 64.
The Spaniard shares second place with
Australia’s Wade Ormsby (65).

Race to Dubai winner Tommy
Fleetwood (66) was two off the pace and
tied for fourth with Sweden’s Alexander
Bjork (67) and Belgian Thomas Detry (66).

“I hit good putts that just didn’t go in. You
know, it was just a really steady round,”
Fleetwood said, adding that a “nice birdie
on the last hole always makes you feel a lot
better.” Former champion Justin Rose (68)
is at 5 under, a shot ahead of Masters
champion Sergio Garcia (66) who hit five
birdies and a bogey. Chawrasia led by two
shots after the second round and said he
was glad to hold onto his lead, with anoth-
er low score needed to take the title.

“I’m happy with the score today,
although I definitely left a couple of shots
out there. I felt a little extra pressure today
which (is) probably why (I) missed a cou-
ple of putts ... think I can do something
special tomorrow,” Chawrasia said.
Cabrera Bello lost by a shot in 2016 to Sam
Brazel of Australia.

“I think I’m going to be within reach, so
I do believe that I can win it for sure,”
Cabrera Bello said. “I think it would be just
a little extra special, the fact that last year I
finished runner-up and this year perhaps I
could win it.” — AP
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HONG KONG: S.S.P. Chawrasia of India tees off on the 14th hole during day three
match at the Hong Kong Open golf tournament in Hong Kong, yesterday. —AP

Day snatches third
round lead at
Australian Open

SYDNEY: Australia’s Jason Day Lucas Herbert hits a shot during the third round of the
Australian Open Golf tournament in Sydney, yesterday. — AP

TOKYO: Mongolian grand champion Hakuho
won the latest sumo tournament yesterday as
Japan’s national sport continued to draw media
attention after another top wrestler faced a
police probe into an alleged assault.

Yokozuna-or grand champion-Hakuho easily
shoved Endo onto the ring at Fukuoka Kokusai
Center to secure a record-extending 40th career
championship.  He won the 15-day tournament at
13-1 by Saturday with one day remaining as his
closest contenders were all defeated at 11-3
before his bout on the day.  “I’m relieved to
achieve (the 40th victory),” Hakuho told
reporters without commenting on the scandal.

The historic victory came as local headlines
featured his fellow Mongolian yokozuna
Harumafuji, who is alleged to have repeatedly hit
a junior wrestler also from Mongolia. According
to several media reports, Harumafuji flew into a
rage when the junior wrestler tried to take out
his phone to take a call during a conversation.

The 33-year-old may have to step down

from his lofty position if charged.  The alleged
assault, which emerged just before the tourna-
ment began, took place last month as
Mongolian wrestlers were relaxing over drinks
after a tournament.

Police will reportedly question Harumafuji
again next week following their initial interroga-
tion of him last week and are separately planning

to hear from Hakuho, who witnessed the assault.
Around 10 people, including Hakuho and oth-

er Mongolian and Japanese sumo wrestlers, were
at the drinking session, according to reports. The
ancient sport has an extremely strict protocol
and yokozuna are expected to be beyond moral
reproach in addition to showing superior
strength and technique in the ring. —AFP
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File photo shows Sumo grand champion or yokozuna, Hakuho of Mongolia performs ‘dohyo-
iri’ (ring purification ritual) in a new ceremonial rope belt.


