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Boyle scores emotional goal 
as Devils beat Canucks 3-2

Marchessault’s goal lifts Golden Knights over Sharks

13

NEWARK: Brian Boyle scored one of the most meaningful
goals of his career to help the New Jersey Devils beat the
Vancouver Canucks 3-2 on Friday night. The Devils were
marking “Hockey Fights Cancer Night,” a battle especially
meaningful to Boyle, who was diagnosed with chronic myel-
ogenous leukemia during training camp and missed the first
10 games of the season while undergoing treatment. The
Prudential Center erupted
with cheers when Boyle,
set up by a beautiful drop
pass from Will Butcher,
scored at 10:17 of the sec-
ond period to snap a 1-1
tie. Taylor Hall got the sec-
ond assist as part of his big
night. The Devils’ leading
scorer had a goal and two
assists as the Devils picked
up points in a third straight
game (2-0-1). Damon
Severson also scored for
New Jersey and Cory
Schneider made 23 saves
to improve to 6-1-2 against the team that made him a first-
round draft pick in 2004.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 5, SHARKS 4, OT
Jonathan Marchessault took a pass from Shea Theodore

and poked the puck past Aaron Dell to give Vegas an over-
time victory over San Jose. William Karlsson scored two
goals for Vegas, and Theodore and James Neal had a goal
apiece. The Sharks came into the game with the fourth-
worst goals per game average (2.45) but got goals from
Brent Burns, Chris Tierney and Mikkel Boedker in the sec-
ond period to tie the game at 4. San Jose had a goal
reversed early in the third period when Joonas Donskoi’s
skate collided with goalie Malcolm Subban’s skate in the
crease. Subban started the third period, replacing Vegas
starter Maxime Lagace, who stopped 19 of the 23 shots he
saw in the first two periods.

PREDATORS 2, BLUES 0
Ryan Johansen had a goal and an assist, and Pekka

Rinne earned his second shutout of the season as Nashville
beat St. Louis. Johansen’s scored his third goal of the sea-
son early in the first, and Rinne made it hold up, stopping
34 shots as he shut out St. Louis for the third time in his
career. Austin Watson added an empty-netter. Johansen
earned his 200th career assist on the insurance tally. The
Predators won their fourth straight game and improved to
9-2 in November. Carter Hutton made 26 saves for the
Blues, taking his first loss in just his sixth appearance as St.
Louis was shut out for the second time this season. Hutton
made the save of the game, sliding across the crease to rob
Viktor Arvidsson midway through the third period. The
Blues went 0-for-3 on the power play, mustering just two
total shots as the Predators put up a wall on their own blue
line. St. Louis entered the game with the 24th-ranked pow-
er play in the league.

CAPITALS 3, LIGHTNING 1
Alex Ovechkin and Devante Smith-Pelly each scored a

goal, Philipp Grubauer stopped 25 shots for his first victory
of the season and Washington beat Tampa Bay to end the

Lightning’s six-game road winning streak. Jay Beagle
clinched the victory for the Capitals, scoring into an empty
net with 2:08 to go. Ovechkin’s second goal in two games
and 15th overall followed a six-game drought. His resur-
gence comes after coach Barry Trotz placed Ovechkin and
Nicklas Backstrom on the same line Wednesday night for
the first time this season. Although the Lightning (16-4-2)

are off to the best start in
franchise history, they
couldn’t find a way to snap
their run of poor outings
against the Capitals, espe-
cially in Washington.
Tampa Bay has lost five
straight in the nation’s
capital and is 2-8 in its last
10 games against the
Caps. Vladislav
Namestnikov scored the
lone goal for the
Lightning, a power-play
tally in the opening two
minutes. Tampa Bay was

seeking to match the franchise record for consecutive road
wins - seven straight from Jan. 7-Feb. 1, 2007.

COYOTES 3, KINGS 2, OT
Christian Fischer scored on a rebound with 2:17 left in

overtime to lift Arizona past Los Angeles. Oliver Ekman-
Larsson and Brendan Perlini also scored for the Coyotes,
who have won three of their past four. Arizona won at
home for the first second time in 10 home games (2-7-1).
Anze Kopitar and Trevor Lewis scored the Kings, who
have lost three straight and seven of eight. Christian
Dvorak took the initial shot, which Kings goaltender Darcy
Kuemper seemed to stop with his right pad. But the puck
trickled behind him and Fischer pounced on it, scoring into
the vacated net from 3 feet away. Lewis pulled the Kings
even at 2-2 with 17:08 remaining.

STARS 6, FLAMES 4
Tyler Seguin scored two of his three goals in the third

period, and Dallas rallied to beat Calgary. Seguin broke a
tie with an unassisted goal, the 200th goal of his career,
with 5:57 to play and added an empty-net goal with a
minute to go. After a turnover by Calgary’s Michael Stone,
Seguin took the puck down the slot and sent a wrist shot
past goalie Mike Smith into the upper right corner of the
net for the winner. Sean Monahan’s second goal of the
game gave Calgary a 4-3 lead 6 minutes into the third
period. Dallas’ Gemel Smith tied it at 4 at 12:12. Antoine
Roussel and Alexander Radulov also scored for Dallas,
and Ben Bishop made 34 saves. Michael Ferland and
Johnny Gaudreau also scored for Calgary, and Smith
stopped 36 shots.

BLUE JACKETS 5, SENATORS 2
Cam Atkinson scored twice to lift Columbus over

Ottawa, extending the Blue Jackets’ league-high winning
streak to six games. Sergei Bobrovsky turned back 24
shots for his 14th win in 19 starts. Columbus improved to
15-7-1 and leads the Metropolitan Division with 31
points. Ottawa’s Craig Anderson stopped 27 shots as the
Senators (8-7-6) lost their fifth straight. Tom Pyatt got

the scoring started off the Senators’ second shot in the
first period, taking a cross-crease pass from a driving
Derick Brassard and going top shelf over Bobrovsky’s left
shoulder.  It was Pyatt’s fourth goal of the season, assist-
ed also by Mark Stone. Atkinson tied the score less than
30 seconds later, stealing the puck from Alex Burrows
just inside the Jackets’ blue line and creating his own
breakaway. He slipped the puck under Anderson’s left
skate for his fifth goal of the season. It was Atkinson’s
first score in eight games.

SABRES 3, OILERS 1
Robin Lehner stopped 29 shots and Buffalo snapped a

seven-game skid with a win over Edmonton. Jack Eichel,
Jacob Josefson and Kyle Okposo, with an empty-netter,
scored for Buffalo, which had gone 0-5-2 since beating
Washington 3-1 on Nov. 7. Lehner’s best save came six
minutes into the third period when he lunged to his left to
foil Matt Benning’s one-timer from the right circle.
Lehner’s shutout bid was broken with 20 second left, when
Yohann Auvitu beat him with a shot just inside the left
post. Edmonton came out flat in managing just four shots
on goal in the opening period before taking 15 of its 30
shots in the third. The Oilers’ inconsistencies also contin-
ued in failing to build off a 6-2 win at Detroit on
Wednesday. Edmonton (8-13-2) dropped to 1-4 in its past
five and has won consecutive games just once this season.

MAPLE LEAFS 5, HURRICANES 4
James Van Riemsdyk had a goal and an assist to help

Toronto beat Carolina. Van Riemsdyk was one of four goal
scorers in the second period for the Maple Leafs (15-8-1),
who won for the seventh time in nine games. The
Hurricanes (9-8-4) lost their second straight home game. It
wasn’t for a lack of effort early or late. Coming off of a
lackluster 6-1 home loss to the New York Rangers on
Wednesday night, Carolina scored three goals in the third
period and had a 47-25 advantage on shots. Noah
Hanifin’s goal with 4:11 to go cut Toronto’s lead to one, but
Frederik Andersen, who made 43 saves, held off a late
Carolina flurry. The Hurricanes opened the game in control
with 14 shots to four for Toronto in the opening period.
Andersen was solid, and then the Maple Leafs’ offense
picked up in the second period.

RANGERS 2, RED WINGS 1, OT
Mats Zuccarello scored 37 seconds into overtime to

give New York the victory over Detroit. Zuccarello scored
his fourth goal of the season, off assists from Brady Skjei
and J.T. Miller. The Rangers improved to 12-9-2 with their
third straight victory and ninth in 11 games. Chris Kreider
also scored for New York, and Henrik Lundqvist made 40
saves. Tomas Tatar scored for Detroit, and Jimmy Howard
stopped 29 shots. Tatar opened the scoring with a power-
play goal at 4:05 of the third. Kreider tied it at 10:17 when
he knocked a rebound past Howard. Tatar’s seventh goal of
the season came with two seconds left on a tripping penal-
ty to Michael Grabner. Tatar ripped the puck past
Lundqvist, with assists to Niklas Kronwall and Henrik
Zetterberg.  —AP

NEWARK: Brian Boyle #11 of the New Jersey Devils and Henrik Sedin #33 of the Vancouver Canucks watch as Jake
Virtanen #18 of the Vancouver Canucks controls the puck during the second period at the Prudential Center in
Newark. — AFP
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ABU DHABI: Valtteri Bottas beat Mercedes teammate
Lewis Hamilton to take pole position for the season-end-
ing Abu Dhabi Grand Prix yesterday. Hamilton, who
secured his fourth world title two races ago, led on the first
two split times but faded on the final sector.

Bottas secured his second straight pole following the
Brazilian GP two weeks ago and the fourth of his career -
all since joining Mercedes this season from Williams.

“I was so gutted in Brazil to be on pole and miss out on
the win,” said Bottas, who had a narrow escape earlier
Saturday in the third and final practice. “I have a clear tar-
get for tomorrow.” The Finnish driver set a lap record on
the 5.6-kilometer (3.5-mile) Yas Marina circuit, clocking 1
minute, 36.231 seconds. He was .172 seconds ahead of
Hamilton and about half a second clear of Ferrari’s
Sebastian Vettel. “I’ve only won once from pole, but I’ve
had not had so many poles,” said Bottas, who won the
Austrian GP from the front in July. After just missing out on
a 73rd career pole, and a personal best-equaling 12th of
the season, Hamilton was keen to praise Bottas.

“He had an incredible qualifying session and congratu-
lations to him,” said Hamilton, who hugged Bottas. “I lost it

on turn five or six ... I gave it everything I could but it was
really on a knife edge.”

Vettel, who won in Brazil, finished ahead of Red Bull
driver Daniel Ricciardo and Ferrari teammate Kimi
Raikkonen in fifth. A sixth win of the season will lift Vettel’s
confidence after his title bid spectacularly collapsed
between September and October.

“It’s important to set yourself up for the winter and give
the whole factory a boost,” Vettel said, looking ahead to
2018. Next year, Hamilton and Vettel will both try to equal
Argentine great Juan Manuel Fangio on five world titles.
Only Michael Schumacher has more with seven and the
German great also holds the record for race wins with 91.

Hamilton is second all-time with 62 wins. Four-time
champion Alain Prost is third with 51 and Vettel fourth with
47. Qualifying was close. Bottas found the speed to chal-
lenge Hamilton, who has been consistently quicker this
season. Hamilton set a lap record in the first part of quali-
fying - known as Q1 - before Bottas went even faster. Five
drivers are eliminated from Q1 and from Q2 to leave 10
fighting it out for pole in Q3.

Pascal Wehrlein and Marcus Ericsson (both Sauber),
Lance Stroll (Williams), Pierre Gasly (Toro Rosso) and
Romain Grosjean (Haas) all went out in Q1 as the sun start-
ed to sink and nightfall descended on the desert-located
track. Bottas looked sharp again as he led Q2 before
Hamilton moved top of the leaderboard, with Vettel and
Raikkonen following behind. Meanwhile, Brazilian veteran
Felipe Massa just sneaked into Q3 at the expense of
McLaren driver Fernando Alonso.

Competing in his last ever race, the 36-year-old Massa
starts from 10th, behind Esteban Ocon and then Sergio
Perez (both Force India). Renault driver Nico Hulkenberg
goes from seventh behind Red Bull driver Max
Verstappen.— AP

LILLE: France moved one step closer to a 10th Davis Cup
title when Richard Gasquet and Pierre-Hugues Herbert
beat Ruben Bemelmans and Joris De Loore 6-1 3-6 7-6(2)
6-4 to give the hosts a 2-1 lead in the final against neigh-
bours Belgium yesterday.

The French pair, in their first competitive match togeth-
er, were down a break in the third set when Bemelmans
suffered a meltdown, allowing Les Bleus to turn the situa-
tion around. David Goffin put the visitors ahead by beating
Lucas Pouille in the opening singles before Jo-Wilfried
Tsonga levelled for 1-1 when he defeated Steve Darcis in
the second singles on Friday. Tsonga and Goffin face off in
the first reverse singles on Sunday while Pouille and Darcis
are set to play a decisive fifth match, if needed.

France captain Yannick Noah had surprisingly dropped
doubles specialists Julien Benneteau and Nicolas Mahut,
Herbert’s preferred partner, to include Gasquet in the team
on Thursday and while risky, his choice did not backfire.

Gasquet and Herbert, however, owe a big part of their
victory to Bemelmans’s inability to handle the pressure in
front of a wild 28,500 crowd at the Pierre Mauroy stadi-
um. After a disastrous opening set, the Belgian pair put the
French on the back foot and served for the gain of the
third set, only for Bemelmans to crack.    

Herbert and Gasquet had never played together but it
did not seem to be a problem at first as they raced to a 5-
0 lead while the Belgians struggled to find their stride on
the indoor hardcourt. They avoided a bagel, however, sav-
ing two set points before winning their first game.

The French bagged the set in the following game but
Belgium gained momentum when they broke for 3-1 in the
second. France broke back but dropped serve again in the
following game as De Loore fired a jaw-dropping passing
shot from way outside the court’s limits. Bemelmans then
levelled for one-set all with an angled service winner. The
French saved two break points in the fifth game of the
third set but dropped serve in the seventh against an
ecstatic Belgian pair. Bemelmans played a poor service
game to allow the French to level for 5-5 and as the left-
handed Belgian’s level nosedived, Les Bleus easily won the
tiebreak. Two consecutive double faults by Herbert earned
Belgium break points in the sixth game of the fourth set
but France saved them in style before they broke in the
seventh when Bemelmans made a dog’s dinner of a routine
overhead. The French held serve and wrapped it up when
De Loore fired a forehand long on match point. — Reuters

France wins, 
go 2-1 up in 
Davis Cup final 

Bottas gets pole 
position ahead 
of Hamilton for 
Abu Dhabi GP

LILLE: France’s Richard Gasquet and Pierre-Hugues Herbert celebrate their victory after the doubles tennis match
at the Davis Cup World Group final between France and Belgium at Pierre Mauroy Stadium in Lille. — AFP

ABU DHABI: Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas, center, of Finland, celebrates his pole position with his teammate sec-
ond placed Lewis Hamilton, right, of Britain, and third placed Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel, of Germany.— AP


