
BRISBANE: Steve Smith stroked veteran England
paceman Stuart Broad for a boundary to post the first
century of the Ashes series after salvaging Australia’s
innings, and pounded his gloved hand on his chest
above the heart.

Smith confirmed his captaincy qualities again by
grafting for 8 1/2 hours in a crucial unbeaten 141, drag-
ging Australia from a precarious 76-4 to 328 on day
three, a 26-run first-innings lead over England.

His 326-ball innings wrested control from England
after three wickets tumbled in the morning session yes-
terday and gave Australia
a slight edge by stumps.
Josh Hazlewood snared
two wickets in a torrid
opening burst to help
reduce England to 33-2
at the close, a lead of
seven with two days
remaining.

Hazlewood had
Alastair Cook (7) out
hooking, caught by a
tumbling Mitch Starc in
the deep, and James
Vince (2) caught at slip by Smith as England slid to 17-
2. Starc chimed in with a short ball that damaged Joe
Root’s helmet, rattling the England skipper before he’d
scored.

But after an assessment from the team doctor, Root
continued and was not out on 5 at stumps. Mark
Stoneman (19) was also hit by a short ball from Pat
Cummins on a Gabba wicket finally showing some of
the pace and bounce for which it is famous.

Regardless of the game position, the middle day of
the first Test belonged to Smith, who had gone to the
crease with Australia at 30-2 on Friday replying to
England’s 302. Batting with guarded determination,
Smith scored 17 in the morning session after
Australia resumed at 165-4 and he added 32 between
lunch and tea.

His 13th hundred as Australia captain came off 261
balls - his slowest in terms of balls faced and the slow-
est by an Australian in seven years - but it enhanced his
reputation for producing a captain’s knock when most
needed. Smith averages more than 70 runs per innings
as test captain, second only to the great Don Bradman.

“Obviously with the team in a bit of trouble I had to
bat for time and dig really deep,” said Smith, who was
restricted to just 14 boundaries. “I had to fight really
hard, get through difficult periods and just keep batting.
“There were some reasonably defensive fields set, so
boundaries were quite hard to come by. But, it was just
about ... being really disciplined. I thought I did that
really well.” He anchored crucial partnerships of 99
with Shaun Marsh (51) for the fifth wicket and 66 with
Cummins (42) for the eighth.

Australia was still 27 runs behind at 275-8 when
Cummins was out for his
highest test score, leav-
ing Smith to bat with
Nos. 10 and 11 to get the
hosts in front on a
ground where they
haven’t lost a test since
1988.

He added 23 with
Hazlewood (6) to move
within four, and then 30
with Nathan Lyon (9).
Smith’s partnership with
Cummins set the founda-

tion for the rearguard rally, with the last three wickets
contributing 119 runs after Australia lost three batsmen
in the morning.

Australia was in serious trouble at 209-7 after Broad
(3-49) took two wickets and Jimmy Anderson (2-50)
struck on the fourth delivery with the new ball as Root’s
unusual field placements strangled the runs.

Broad had Marsh caught to a poor shot to mid-off
before Anderson had Tim Paine (13) caught behind in
the 81st over. Broad took a return catch to dismiss
Starc (6) and give England the upper hand before
Australia’s lower-order revival changed the complexion
of the game.

“I have left each day of this test match not knowing
who’s ahead,” Broad said. “We had a fantastic morning,
we stuck to some brilliant plans and the new ball
worked for us. “Day three and four will be the best time
to bat on this pitch and that’s good signs for us. It’s in
our hands a little bit, if we have a couple of batsmen
tomorrow who apply themselves, play with some great
patience, we could build a really good score to put
pressure on Australia on the last day.” —AP
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Steve Smith’s 141 not out puts 
Australia in front in Ashes opener

Smith averages more than 70 runs per innings as Test captain

BRISBANE: Australia’s batsman Steve Smith celebrates his 100-runs on the third day of the first cricket Ashes Test
between England and Australia in Brisbane yesterday. — AFP
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OAKLAND: Stephen Curry put on a thrilling display
with 33 points to lead the Golden State Warriors
over the Chicago Bulls 143-94 on a night Kevin
Durant and Draymond Green were out. Curry and
Klay Thompson came to play Friday night with their
fellow All-Stars out. Durant was sidelined the second
time in three games with a sprained left ankle, while
Green didn’t play for rest. Curry found his stroke
from way back and breezed past a 7-footer in the
paint with authority. The two-time MVP notched his
seventh career 30-point half and 21st 20-point quar-
ter, when he scored 26 in the second as the Warriors
matched their biggest half of the season with a 74-53
lead at intermission. 

CELTICS 118, MAGIC 103
Kyrie Irving scored 17 of his 30 points in a blister-

ing first half and Boston routed Orlando. One game
after ending their streak of 16 consecutive victories,
the Celtics scored 40 points in the first quarter and
73 by halftime - both season highs - to send the
Magic to their seventh straight loss. Aron Baynes fin-
ished with 13 points and 11 rebounds, and Al Horford
had 10 assists. 

CAVALIERS 100, HORNETS 99
LeBron James had 27 points, 16 rebounds and 13

assists, J.R. Smith made the tiebreaking free throw
with 48 seconds left, and Cleveland extended its
winning streak to seven with a victory over
Charlotte. James had season highs in rebounds and
assists in his 57th career triple-double. He’s 41-6 in
the regular season against Charlotte and the
Cavaliers have won 12 of 13, including eight straight
against the Hornets. 

PISTONS 99, THUNDER 98
Andre Drummond had 17 points and 14 rebounds

and Detroit overcame a 15-point deficit to beat
Oklahoma City. Russell Westbrook had his sixth
triple-double of the season for Oklahoma City with
27 points,  11 assists and 11 rebounds. He missed a
long 3-point attempt on the final possession to finish
1 of 10 from 3-point range and 10 of 29 from the
field.

HEAT 109, TIMBERWOLVES 97
Wayne Ellington scored 21 points and made six 3-

pointers off the bench, Goran Dragic added 20
points and Miami had a season-best performance
from behind the arc to beat Minnesota. Dragic was 5
of 8 from 3 as Miami hit a season-high 19 3-pointers
on a season-high 39 attempts. Dion Waiters added
17 points, including a 3-of-8 mark from deep. Jimmy
Butler, Andrew Wiggins and Karl-Anthony Towns
each had 18 points for Minnesota.—AP
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SCOREBOARD

England 1st innings 302 (J. Vince 83, D. Malan 56, M. Stoneman 53) 
Australia 1st innings (Overnight: 165-4)
C. Bancroft c Bairstow b Broad 5
D. Warner c Malan b Ball 26
U. Khawaja lbw b Ali 11
S. Smith not out 141
P. Handscomb lbw b Anderson 14
S. Marsh c Anderson b Broad 51
T. Paine c Bairstow b Anderson 13
M. Starc c&amp;b Broad 6
P. Cummins c Cook b Woakes 42
J. Hazlewood b Ali 6
N. Lyon c Cook b Root 9
Extras (lb-1 nb-1 w-2) 4
Total (all out, 130.3 overs) 328
Fall of wickets: 1-7 C. Bancroft, 2-30 U. Khawaja, 3-59 D. Warner,
4-76 P. Handscomb, 5-175 S. Marsh, 6-202 T. Paine, 7-209 M. Starc,

8-275 P. Cummins, 9-298 J. Hazlewood, 10-328 N. Lyon.
Bowling: J. Anderson 29-10-50-2; S. Broad 25-10-49-3; M. Ali 30-
8-74-2; C. Woakes 24-5-67-1; J. Ball 18-3-77-1(nb-1 w-2); J. Root
4.3-0-10-1.

England 2nd innings
A. Cook c Starc b Hazlewood 7
M. Stonemannot out 19
J. Vince c Smith b Hazlewood 2
J. Root not out 5
Extras 0
Total(for 2 wickets, 16 overs) 33
Fall of wickets: 1-11 A. Cook, 2-17 J. Vince
To bat: D. Malan, M. Ali, J. Bairstow, C. Woakes, S. Broad, J. Ball, J.
Anderson
Bowling: M. Starc 5-1-14-0; J. Hazlewood 5-1-11-2; P. Cummins 3-2-
1-0; N. Lyon 3-0-7-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on the third day in the first Test between Australia and England yesterday in Brisbane, Australia. 

NAGPUR: Opener Murali Vijay and Cheteshwar Pujara hit
sublime centuries to put India in command of the second
Test against Sri Lanka, as the hosts took a 107-run lead
yesterday on day two.  The overnight batsmen put togeth-
er a 209-run partnership to pulverise the opposition
attack after the hosts started the day on 11-1 in response
to Sri Lanka’s 205.

India were 312 for two at stumps in their first innings
with Pujara, on 121, and skipper Virat Kohli, on 54, batting
to push the visitors out of the game. Vijay, who made an
impressive return to the team after a long injury lay-off,
registered his 10th Test ton before falling to Rangana
Herath in the final session of play for 128.

The right-handed opener gifted his wicket to the veter-
an left-arm spinner after mistiming his sweep on a full toss
to short fine leg where Dilruwan Perera made no mistake.
Perera had dropped Vijay on 61 at short mid-on off pace-
man Lahiru Gamage and the spill proved costly for the vis-
itors who managed only one wicket in the day.

Vijay and Pujara made sure India rammed home the
advantage from day one as they recorded their fifth centu-
ry-plus stand in their last seven Test innings together. “Any
day I will take this. Obviously, we are in a strong position
at the end of the day and I wanted to always contribute for
the team and I am happy,” Vijay told reporters.

“Pujara also has a similar mindset as he likes to dig in

deep and scrap it out in a situation with varied demands.
“Pujara is calm and that rubs on me as well, the tempo that
he plays suits my game,” he said of his marathon stand
with the composed Pujara.  Vijay, who replaced Shikhar
Dhawan in the starting lineup after the left-handed opener
pulled out due to personal reasons, hit 11 fours and a six
during his 221-ball knock.

Dhawan and Lokesh Rahul have been India’s first-
choice Test openers while Vijay was away recovering from
his wrist surgery, but he insists it doesn’t bother him. “I feel
as a professional you should always be ready whether you
get a chance or not... it’s difficult but I am used to it by
now,” said Vijay. “Playing for India is difficult and whoever
gets a chance, I wish them luck. I know how difficult it is to
be in that space and perform.”

Pujara played the sheet anchor’s role to perfection and
took control after the fall of his overnight partner to
record his 14th Test century.  Pujara, a classical batsman
who passed 1,000 Test runs this year, played a sedate
knock to frustrate the bowlers on a gruelling day for Sri
Lanka on the field. 

He also combined with Kohli for an unbeaten 96-run
stand, forcing skipper Dinesh Chandimal to continue jug-
gling his bowling options till the end of day.  Kohli hit a
66-ball half-century and has smashed six boundaries so
far.  Sri Lanka’s batting coach Thilan Samaraweera praised
the Indian top-order for their solid showing on a wicket
that the visitors tripped on after winning the toss and bat-
ting. “I think we are behind the game at the moment. I
thought we bowled in very good areas but they batted
well on a good pitch,” Samaraweera said.  “Disappointing
that we won the toss, classic pitch, no seam movement, no
spin and we didn’t bat well to be honest with you,” he
added.  The top-ranked India are looking to go one-up in
the three-Test series after the first match ended in a draw
in Kolkata. — AFP

Vijay, Pujara 
pummel Sri 
Lanka on day 2

NAGPUR: India’s Cheteshwar Pujara bats during the
second day of their second Test cricket match.— AP

KUWAIT: The Hotels Football Championship (HFC)
concluded with Copthorne Hotel and Resort Al-Jahra
being crowned the title after penalty kicks against IHG.
The tournament was held in Messilah Soccer Fields
(MSF).

Moustafa Sallam CEO and the head of the organiz-
ing committee said “this is the first tournament of its
kind in Kuwait”. He added that the tournament suc-
ceeded due to the efforts of all volunteers, hotels’ man-
agement and the wide participation of teams repre-
senting many of the hotels operating in Kuwait. Sallam
added, the tournament showcased the amazing talents
of players and their drive to progress towards the title
and cup.

The HFC tournament was an initiative from a group
of employees from the different participating hotels
lead by Moustafa Sallam of Movenpick Al-Bidaa. The
participating hotels included many of Kuwait’s leading
hospitality heavyweights such as Movenpick  Al-Bidaa,
Regency, Sheraton, Jumeira, Palms, Symphony, Marriott,
IHG, Safir - Fintas, Adams, Copthorne-Millennium Al-
Jahra, Holiday Inn Downtown, Marina Hotel 1, and
Marina Hotel 2.

“Congratulations to the winning team, Copthorne
Al-Jahra for achieving the title of the first iteration of
HFC,” said Maged Gubr, General Manager Movenpick
Al-Bidaa. “We were delighted to take part in a well
organized tournament of this caliber alongside many of

our peers from the participating hotels. The audience
enthusiastically supported their favorite teams and the
teams in return were eager to please their supporters
and all soccer fans. Everyone showed great spirit and
determination.”

Copthorne Al-Jahra
wins Hotels Football 
Championship Cup

Copthorne Al-Jahra celebrating winning the cup


