
NEW YORK: Going to the
Olympics was a l i fe-changing
experience for T.J. Oshie, a
shootout star for the United States
against Russia in Sochi. Oshie and
dozens, if not hundreds, of NHL
stars are disappointed they won’t
get a chance to do it again at the
2018 Winter Olympics in South
Korea. He would like to ensure
Olympic participation in the future
- but not at any cost.

“To what end, l ike what we
would have to give up?” Oshie
said. “Now you’re talking about an
entire league of players and fami-
lies potentially losing out on what-
ever it would be. ... What we’d be
giving up would affect everybody.
It’s a tough talk.”

Because Olympic participation
wasn’t written into the collective
bargaining agreement signed in
2013, the decision rested with
NHL owners, who decided against
going to Pyeongchang after the
league participated in the previous
five Games. With the first chance
for players or owners to opt out of
the CBA now two years away, the
Olympics, escrow payments and
the draft age look like they are
bound to be among the hot topics.

NHL Players’ Association exec-
utive director Donald Fehr said
owners choosing to skip the 2018
Olympics “is a thorn, is a sore” for
players and is “not going to be for-
gotten.” “I think it is clearly some-
thing the players are going to want
to think long and hard about when
they get to the point of formulat-
ing their positions,” Fehr said. “I

would not be at all surprised if
they wanted to make this an issue
around which they felt  very
strongly in terms of the overall
agreement because you have to
remember that while it’s true that
roughly a fifth of the players play
in any particular set of Games,
everyone would like the opportu-
nity to go.”

Dallas Stars center Tyler Seguin
said not going to the Olympics
“kind of makes you angry.” Seguin
added: “We’re going to have to
figure something out for future
players and for our future in gen-
eral as a game.”

The future of the game likely
will involve increased international
events that help grow revenue and
spread hockey’s influence around
the world. The Los Angeles Kings
and Vancouver Canucks recently
played in Shanghai and Beijing ,
site of the 2022 Olympics, with the
NHL attempting to make inroads
in China. The NHL and NHLPA
staged the return of the World
Cup of Hockey last year in
Toronto, and the Colorado
Avalanche and Ottawa Senators
will play two games in Sweden in
November. Fehr said the NHL has
“for some time now indicated a lot
more interest in China” than in
Korea. But Commissioner Gary
Bettman said in several meetings
with Chinese businesses and gov-
ernment entities “not one of them
asked about the Olympics because
what we’re doing isn’t about two
weeks.” The NHL is interested in
China, and it wouldn’t hurt the

players’ Olympic chances if Salt
Lake City or Calgary lands the
2026 Winter Games, but the topic
of ensuring participation is not an
easy one for upcoming negotia-
tions. “For us to say that there’s a
change of heart, there’s obviously
going to have to be a change in
circumstance, including how the
(International Olympic Committee)
and the (International Ice Hockey
Federation) view our participa-
tion,” said Bettman, who noted
that neither side is currently
focused on reopening CBA talks.

“I have no idea what the
Players’ Association will raise in
that regard. But we were clear in
the last round of bargaining that
we needed the ability not to go to
the Olympics because we under-
stood how disruptive they are to
the season.”

After 147 NHL players partici-
pated in Sochi, much of the reac-
tion inside locker rooms to the
NHL’s decision on Korea wasn’t
positive. At the very least, a hand-
ful of players said they’d like to
know in advance about the
Olympics so it doesn’t come down
to the wire like it did last time.

“I think it’s important that we
address it so that it’s a done issue,
whether it be that we’re not going
or we’re going,” Anaheim Ducks
center Ryan Getzlaf said. “I don’t
think we want to leave it open to
interpretation every year that it
goes on.”

One thing that hasn’t been open
to interpretation since 2013 is
players having some of their pay
held in escrow to compensate for
the 50/50 split of revenue with
owners. Last season, players had
15.5 percent of their pay withheld
and many have expressed dis-
pleasure with the system.

Fehr said changes could be
made to the escrow system, but
added that it has always been his
view that salary caps “cause all
kinds of problems.” —AP

SEPANG: Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes
pulled out the stops to seize pole position
for the Malaysian Grand Prix in an inspir-
ing display of speed, even as a power unit
problems left title rival Sebastian Vettel
stranded in the garage. The championship
leader scorched the 5.5-kilometre long
Sepang track in one minute 30.076 sec-
onds, the fastest lap ever set at the track,
to beat Kimi Raikkonen and birthday boy

Max Verstappen in a hard-fought session.
Vettel, however, failed to set a time and

will start dead last in yet another blow to
his title hopes, after a power unit issue on
his first flier in the opening phase of quali-
fying forced him to limp back to the pits. “I
went out, everything was fine and then
during the flying lap in turn five very
abruptly I lost power,” Ferrari’s Vettel, who
had an engine change before qualifying
after running into problems at the end of
yesterday’s final practice session, told
reporters.

Vettel trails Hamilton by 28 points in the
overall standings heading into today’s race.
The German crashed out of pole position
on the opening lap of the last race in

Singapore, with Hamilton capitalising from
fifth to win. The gap between the pair is
the biggest it has been all year and if
Hamilton triumphs today, with Vettel lower
than second, the Briton will not need to
win another race to clinch his fourth title.

The Malaysian Grand Prix has never
been won from lower than eighth on the
grid. But retired champion Nico Rosberg
recovered to third last year after a spin at

the start dropped him to
the back of the field.

RAIN THREAT
Rain is also an ever-

present threat in
Malaysia and a typical
tropical downpour
could also aid Vettel in
his recovery. The four-
times champion’s quali-
fying setback left the
way clear for Hamilton
to take the 70th pole
position of his career
which makes the 32-

year-old, who surpassed Michael
Schumacher’s record haul of pole positions
with his 69th at Monza, the first driver to
reach the landmark.

It was also his ninth of the season and
fifth in Malaysia. But, even with Vettel out
of contention it did not come easy, with
Mercedes having struggled all weekend to
extract pace from their car. Hamilton’s
team mate Bottas was only fifth.

“Those laps, particularly the first Q3
lap, was very well put together, very nice
lap, I don’t really know where it came from
to be honest,” Hamilton, whose first flying
lap in the final part of qualifying remained
his fastest, said.

“It’s a surprise to be up here. I’m very

grateful .” Daniel Ricciardo, who led
Verstappen in a one-two for Red Bull in
Malaysia last year, will start fourth. He will
share the second row of the grid with the
Dutchman who engaged in a bit of fun
banter with Raikkonen after qualifying.

“I don’t want to be sandwiched,” said
Verstappen, pincered by the Ferraris in
the opening-lap Singapore crash. “I
don’t  want  to  be h i t ,”  responded
Raikkonen. Frenchman Pierre Gasly,
drafted in as a last-minute replacement

for under-performing Russian Danii l
Kvyat  at  Toro Rosso, wi l l  make h is
Formula One debut from 15th on the grid.
21-year-old lost out to Renault-bound
team mate Carlos Sainz by less than two-
tenths of a second. —Reuters
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BEIJING: China’s Football Association has slapped an eight-game touchline
ban on Shanghai SIPG coach Andre Villas-Boas for lobbing an “insult” at a
referee, effectively ending his Super League season. The association said on
its website that Villas-Boas was fined 40,000 yuan ($6,000) as well as
barred from the touchline for four Chinese Super League games and four
other “official games” hosted by the FA.  The ban comes as Shanghai SIPG
are four points behind league leaders Guangzhou Evergrande with just
four games to go in the championship.  The FA said the
Portuguese manager “insulted” and made “insulting gestures” at
the referee during the 78th minute of Shanghai SIPG’s 1-0 vic-
tory over Beijing Guoan on September 22. “Respect for the
rules, referees, fans, opponents and the game is what we asked
of all football players,” the FA said. Villas-Boas was already
banned for two games by the FA earlier this season over a
social media post.—AFP

LONDON: Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola has revealed he wants
to coach Spain in the future. Former Spain midfielder Guardiola is in his sec-
ond season with City after successful spells at Barcelona and Bayern Munich.
The 46-year-old failed to win a trophy in his first year in England, but City
have emerged as early pace setters in the Premier League title race this sea-
son. While Guardiola has no plans to leave City any time soon, he admitted

he is keen to test his skills at international level. Asked whether he
would like to take charge of a national team, Guardiola told
BBC’s Football Focus: “Yes, Spain I think. “I would like to be a
manager in a World Cup, and the European Cup (European
Championships), I would like to feel that.” After a chastening

first season at City, Guardiola spent big on new signings
before the new campaign. The early results are promis-
ing, but he knows he must deliver silverware soon to

keep City’s Abu Dhabi-based owners happy. “I am so
happy to be here,” he added. —AFP

LONDON: The man allegedly punched by England cricket team
vice-captain Ben Stokes is a former British Army soldier who
served in Afghanistan, the Daily Telegraph revealed.  Stokes is
being investigated over accusations of causing actual bodily harm
following an incident outside a night club in the early hours of
Monday morning in the southwest city of Bristol. The 26-year-old-
who was suspended by England along with team-mate Alex Hales
on Thursday, a day after video footage of the incident was pub-
lished by the Sun newspaper-is accused of punching Ryan Hale,
also 26.  Stokes’s place on the tour of Australia hangs in the bal-
ance and the all-rounder’s absence would deal a serious blow to
the tourists’ hopes of retaining the Ashes. Hale’s mother-with whom
he lives-told the Daily Telegraph her son is not an ‘aggressive type’
adding that the former soldier “is not OK and it is not something
that happens on a daily basis”. —AFP
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SEPANG: Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain, center, poses for photograph after taking pole position
after the qualifying round for the Malaysian Formula One Grand Prix in Sepang, Malaysia, yesterday. —AP
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KFH’s PR team with Kuwait Jet Ski team 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) renewed its
strategic partnership with Kuwait Sea Sports Club in
supporting and sponsoring Kuwait National Jet Ski
team on taking part in the World Jet Ski Championship
in USA for the eighth year in a row. 

This sponsorship is part of KFH’s social responsibili-
ty activities towards both the society and individuals
including outstanding sportsmen  who have been inter-
national achievements  and hoisting Kuwait’s name high
in international competitions. 

Commenting on the occasion, KSSC’s Chairman of
Board, Maj General, Fahad Al-Fahad highly appreciated
KFH’s efforts. 

KFH sponsors
Kuwait national 
jet ski team 

WUHAN: Caroline Garcia overpowered Australia’s
Ashleigh Barty 6-7 (3/7), 7-6 (7/4), 6-2 to claim her
first Wuhan Open title yesterday in a thrilling see-
saw final in the Chinese city. Ranked 20 in the world,
Garcia battled her way through two tight sets against
Barty before breezing the third to claim the biggest
title of her career in two hours and 43 minutes. “It
was such a fight all the week and especially today,”
the French player said after the match.

“A title is the best thing you can have in tennis,
that’s why you fight all year long. I’m over the moon
for sure.”—AFP
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