
ABU DHABI: Azhar Ali once more rescued Pakistan’s
batting with a fighting half century on the third day of
the first Test against Sri Lanka in Abu Dhabi yesterday.
The one-drop batsman was unbeaten on 74 but saw
Babar Azam fell for 28 in the last over of the day as
Pakistan finished on 266-4 on a Sheikh Zayed Stadium
pitch which has started to assist spinners. Pakistan still
trail the Sri Lankan first innings total of 419 by 153 runs
with six wickets intact. 

Pakistan had pinned their hopes on Ali in the post
Younis Khan and Misbah-ul-Haq era who retired in
May this year after shouldering team’s batting for near-
ly seven years. A cautious Ali made sure Pakistan do not
concede a big lead in the first innings, having hit only
one boundary in his 26th Test half century.  In all Ali has
so far hit three boundaries during his 297 minutes of
batting. He added 79 for the third wicket with Asad
Shafiq who made 39 to take the figth to Sri Lankan
three-pronged spin attack.

Veteran left-arm spinner Herath was the most suc-
cessful bowler with 2-47.  When on 32, Ali also com-
pleted 5,000 Test runs in his 61st Test. He became the
eighth Pakistan batsmen behind Younis Khan (10,099),
Javed Miandad (8832) Inzamam-ul-Haq (8829),
Mohammad Yousuf (7530), Salim Malik (5768), Misbah
(5222) and Zaheer Abbas (5062) to reach the milestone.
But it was the opening pair of Shan Masood and Sami
Aslam who set the platform for a big total by putting
together a solid 114-run opening stand after they
resumed at 64 without loss.

Sri Lanka, however, hit back by removing both
openers in the space of two runs. Aslam, recalled after
being dropped from the West Indies tour on discipli-
nary grounds earlier this year, was trapped leg-before
by off-break bowler Dilruwan Perera. He hit four
boundaries in his seventh Test half century.  Two runs
later Masood attempted a sweep shot off the wily
Herath but missed the ball and was bowled round his
legs.  Pakistan had luck on their side with the reviews as

both Ali and Shafiq survived confident appeals. Ali
wisely reviewed a leg-before decision off Perera, but
the ball hit his bat before the pad. Shafiq was given not
out on a review when he was stumped off Herath on

one. It was Herath who finally dislodged Shafiq when a
sharp turner caught an edge off Shafiq’s bat, deflected
from wicketkeeper Niroshan Dickwella’s thigh to slip
where Lahiru Thirimanne took the catch. — AFP
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POTCHEFSTROOM: South African bowler Andile Phehlukwayo (R) celebrates the dis-
missal of Bangladesh batsman Tamim Iqbal (L) during the third day of the first Test crick-
et match between South Africa and Bangladesh in Potchefstroom yesterday. — AFP

Arabi Sports Club goalkeeper stops the ball during the match.
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KUWAIT: It started as a football match between two
top teams Qadisiya and Salmiya and ended in a brawl
between four well established players Bader Al-
Mutawa and Mohammad Al-Fahad from Qadisiya and
Ahmad Abdelghafour and Mohammad Al-Suwaidan
from Salmiya.

The fight was triggered by a reckless tackle by
Ahmad Abdelghafour, and the fight ensued. A fan was
arrested for being involved in the fight.

The match however ended in a 2-2 draw though ten-
sion was dominant, in the third round of Viva League.

The first half was balanced between the two teams
and they exchanged attacks, so Salmiya placed an
added pressure on Qadisiya to shake its defences and
go through, but such attempts were to no avail.
Qadisiya kept calm and disciplined and had several
attacks that did not result in a score. In the 43rd minute,
Qadisiya’s Jordanian player Ahmad Al-Riyahi found the
net and beat goalkeeper Sattam Al-Hussaini, but in the
45th minute, Salmiya’s Udai Al-Saifi, also a Jordanian
equalized.

Attempts continued, especially by Qadisiya whose
players kept the pressure on Jahra’s goal until Saleh Al-
Sheikh was able to shoot at the goal that was thwarted
away by Saddam Al-Hussein, and then Mohammad Al-
Fahad was able to net the second goal in the 85th
minute. Referee Saad Al-Fadhly gave Salmiya a penalty
during the added time which Fahad Al-Rashidi scored
the second equalizing goal.

* In a highly anticipated match between the leader
of Viva League Al-Jahra Sports Club and Kuwait Sports

Club. Kuwait took the opportunity and won the match
by scoring the only goal in the match. This result moved
Kuwait into first place with seven points, as Jahra
dropped to second place with six points. Kuwait’s only
goal was scored by Brazilian Patrick Fabiano in the 80th
minute of the match.

Meanwhile, the match between Arabi and Kazima
ended in a 1-1 draw, which means both teams have two
points each as they did not record any win since the
season started.

Arabi Sports Club manager Mohamamd Ibrahim
started with a formation that included Nigerian forward
Clement and Egyptian defender Shawqi Al-Saeed and
had Ali Khalaf in the center keeping Talal Nayef out
and had Jumaa Al-Enezi instead of Ahmad Ibrahim.

Arabi players had control of the ball in the middle,
but did not have any threat against Kazima goal.

Kazima’s manager Olivera from Portugal had
Mushari Al-Azmi, Hamad Harby and Omar Hubaiter
carrying out attacks in attempts to reach Suleiman
Abdelghafour’s goal, but could not do so.

The second half was better, as Arabi had a fast
attack when Clement had a shot that went by the post,
Kazima answered with a counter attack but goalkeeper
Abdelghafour was able to block it.

Kazima was able to score its goal in the 56th minute
by Johnson with an assist from Omar Hubaiter. Kazima
then had several attacks until Arabi’s Mohammad Furaih
was able to score the equalizer in the 67th minute.

Kuwait SC wins,
Qadisiya and Salmiya
match ends in a brawl

POTCHEFSTROOM: South Africa took its lead to 230
runs over Bangladesh before bad light brought an end
to day three of the first Test yesterday. South Africa
was 54-2 in its second innings and in control of the
series opener despite the early loss of its openers.

Bangladesh’s bowlers slowed South Africa’s progress
with those strikes, some relief for the tourists after they
conceded 496-3 declared in the first innings to immedi-
ately be under pressure in the test.

Hashim Amla, a century-maker in the first innings,
was 17 not out at the close and Temba Bavuma was
with him on 3 not out. Openers Dean Elgar and Aiden
Markram fell within eight runs of each other, with
Mustafizur Rahman and Shafiul Islam collecting the
wickets.

South Africa captain Faf du Plessis will likely face a
tricky decision on day four in deciding how much of a
lead is enough to put Bangladesh back in and push for
victory. The pitch at Senwes Park is a good one for bat-

ting and hasn’t appeared to deteriorate much in the first
three days.

Earlier, Bangladesh was 320 all out in its first innings
to surrender a deficit of 176 runs. Bangladesh clawed
its way toward South Africa’s big first-innings total
with 77 from Mominul Haque and 66 from
Mahmudullah. Bangladesh had four successive half-
century partnerships, three of them involving Mominul,
who made the highest test score by a Bangladesh play-
er in South Africa.

But South Africa made sure neither of those two
batsmen went on to a big score. Spinner Keshav
Maharaj ended Mominul’s resistance and finished with
3-92 to lead the South African attack. Morne Morkel
made an important breakthrough 10 minutes before
tea when he dismissed Mahmudullah with the second
new ball. Taskin Ahmed was run out three balls later
for 1 and South Africa made efficient use of that sec-
ond new ball to remove the last five Bangladesh bats-
men for just 28 runs.

Maharaj had Mominul out to a close catch at short
leg in his 2-89. Duanne Olivier and Morkel struck in the
space of three overs as Sabbir Rahman (30) and
Mahmudullah both went by playing on to their own
stumps before Taskin’s run out. Taskin fell to a piece of
slick fielding by Temba Bavuma at backward point,
pulling off a diving stop and throwing to Markram to
finish off the run out. —AP

S Africa takes
lead to 230 over
Bangladesh 

Azhar defies Sri Lanka again with a 
fighting half century in first Test

ABU DHABI: Pakistan’s Asad Shafiq plays a shot during the third day at the first Test cricket
match against Sri Lanka in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, yesterday. — AP

SCOREBOARD

South Africa 1st Innings: 496-3 declared
Bangladesh 1st Innings (Overnight: 127-3)
Liton Das c Amla b Morkel 25
Imrul Kayes c Markram b Rabada 7
Mominul Haque c Markram b Maharaj 77
Mushfiqur Rahim c Markram b Maharaj 44
Tamim Iqbal c De Kock b Phehlukwayo 39
Mahmudullah b Morkel 66
Sabbir Rahman b Olivier 30
Mehidy Hasan Mirza c Elgar b Rabada 8
Taskin Ahmed run out (Bavuma/Markram) 1
Shafiul Islam c Amla b Maharaj 2
Mustafizur Rahman not out 10
Extras: (1b, 9lb, 1nb) 11
Total: (all out) 320
Overs: 89.1
Fall of wickets: 1-16, 2-36, 3-103, 4-158, 5-227, 6-292, 7-304, 8-
305, 9-308, 10-320.

Bowling: Morne Morkel 19-7-51-2, Kagiso Rabada 24-5-84-2
(1nb), Keshav Maharaj 27.1-8-92-3, Duanne Olivier 11-1-52-1,
Andile Phehlukwayo 6-2-18-1, Aiden Markram 2-0-13-0.

South Africa 2nd Innings
Aiden Markram c Liton Das b Mustafizur Rahman 15
Dean Elgar lbw b Shafiul Islam 18
Hashim Amla not out 17
Temba Bavuma not out 3
Extras: (1nb) 1
TOTAL: (for 2 wickets) 54
Overs: 15.5
Still to bat: Faf du Plessis, Quinton de Kock, Andile
Phehlukwayo, Keshav Maharaj, Kagiso Rabada, Morne Morkel,
Duanne Olivier.
Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-38.
Bowling: Mehidy Hasan Miraz 4-1-15-0, Shafiul Islam 5-1-18-1,
Mustafizur Rahman 4-1-7-1, Taskin Ahmed 2.5-0-14-0 (1nb).

POTCHEFSTROOM, South Africa: Scoreboard Saturday at stumps on day three of the first test between
South Africa and Bangladesh:

SCOREBOARD

Sri Lanka 1st innings
Dimuth Karunaratne run out (Abbas, S. Ahmed) 93
Kaushal Silva b H. Ali 12
Lahiru Thirimanne lbw b Shah 0
Kusal Mendis c S. Ahmed b Shah 10
Dinesh Chandimal not out 155
Niroshan Dickwella b H. Ali 83
Dilruwan Perera lbw b Sohail 33
Rangana Herath c B. Azam b Shah 4
Suranga Lakmal lbw b Abbas 7
Lakshan Sandakan lbw b Abbas 8
Nuwan Pradeep b Abbas 0
Extras (lb-11 nb-3) 14
Total (all out, 154.5 overs) 419
Fall of wickets: 1-34 K. Silva, 2-35 L. Thirimanne, 3-61 K. Mendis, 4-
161 D. Karunaratne, 5-295 N. Dickwella, 6-387 D. Perera, 7-396 R.
Herath, 8-408 S. Lakmal, 9-419 L. Sandakan, 10-419 N. Pradeep
Bowling: Mohammad Amir 27-5-63-0; Mohammad Abbas 26.5-
0-75-3(nb-2); Yasir Shah 57-11-120-3; Hasan Ali 27-6-88-2(nb-
1); Shan Masood 1-1-0-0; Haris Sohail 13-0-51-1; Asad Shafiq 3-
0-11-0.

Pakistan 1st innings
Shan Masood b Herath 59
Sami Aslam lbw b D. Perera 51
Azhar Ali not out 74
Asad Shafiq c Thirimanne b Herath 39
Babar Azam c Dickwella b Pradeep 28
Extras (b-4 lb-9 nb-2) 15
Total (for 4 wickets, 112.4 overs) 266
Fall of wickets: 1-114 S. Aslam, 2-116 S. Masood, 3-195 A. Shafiq, 4-
266 B. Azam
To bat: H. Sohail, S. Ahmed, M. Amir, Y. Shah, M. Abbas, H. Ali
Bowling: Suranga Lakmal 15-3-30-0(nb-1); Nuwan Pradeep 16.4-1-
44-1; Dilruwan Perera 27-7-58-1(nb-1); Lakshan Sandakan 26-6-
68-0; Rangana Herath 25-6-47-2; Dimuth Karunaratne 3-1-6-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on the third day in the first Test
between Pakistan and Sri Lanka yeserday in Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates.

STANDINGS

Team P W D L Goals Pts
Kuwait 3 2 1 0 +4 7
Jahra 3 2 0 1 +1 6
Qadisiya 3 1 2 0 +2 5
Salmiya 3 1 2 0 +1 5
Nasar 3 1 0 2 -0 3
Arabi 3 0 2 1 -2 2
Tadhamon 3 0 1 2 -5 1

Azhar joins Pakistan’s 5,000 Test club


