
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A family of five died in a fire that broke out in a five-storey build-
ing in Salmiya yesterday, said security sources. Firemen rushed to the build-
ing in response to an emergency call and managed to rescue nine people
who were trapped behind thick smoke. Eighteen ambulances were dis-
patched to the scene and they transported the victims to Mubarak Hospital.
But five of them, a mother and her four children who were found in critical
condition, died before they arrived to the
medical facility. Preliminary investigations
revealed that the fire started in a fourth-
floor apartment, and smoke trapped the
Bangladeshi family inside their fifth-floor
apartment, while help was too late to get
to them. A case was filed for investigation
to determine the cause of the fire. 

In a similar incident, a two-year-old
Arab child died in the hospital shortly after
arriving there after being rescued from a
burning apartment in Jleeb Al-Shoyoukh.
Firemen rushed to the scene and managed
to rescue four people who were trapped
behind flames and smoke in the second
floor. Further investigations are in progress to determine the cause of the fire. 

Traffic cases
Ministry of Interior’s relations and security media department said the

Interior Ministry’s Acting Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs Major
General Fahad Al-Shuwayye’ met with the President of the Comprehensive
Court Chancellor Adel Boresli to discuss cooperation on traffic-related cas-
es and setting a special mechanism to solve around 500,000 accumulated

cases in 2017-2018. Both sides agreed that traffic violations and the related
verdicts won’t be written off by time. 

Inspections
Several inspection campaigns to track down traffic law violators in vari-

ous governorates were held from October 8-14, which resulted in filing
25,636 citations, impounding 463 vehicles and eight motorbikes, while 24
motorists were arrested for committing severe traffic violations. 

Human trafficking
Criminal detectives arrested four people

who face human trafficking charges related
to holding people against their will and
forcing them to practice prostitution. The
suspects, a citizen, a bedoon and two Asian
nationals, reportedly ran massage parlors in
Mahboula and Abu Halifa where they
forced human trafficking victims to work
for extended hours and to offer sexual
services to clients. Police freed 26 Asian
men and women who were held against
their will by the suspects. 

Assault
A man and a woman were arrested after they lured a man into a build-

ing’s parking lot in Bneid Al-Qar and beat him up. The victim was treated
by paramedics while the couple were taken to Daya police station for
questioning. Separately, police are looking for a girl who joined her friends
in fighting with a man near the arrival’s gate of Kuwait International
Airport, before escaping. The others were taken to Farwaniya Hospital to
treat their injuries. 
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KUWAIT: Firefighters take a breather after tackling a blaze
in Salmiya yesterday.

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Khalil Al-Saleh called for resolv-
ing the problems of owners of refrigerated
trucks in Kuwait, as their business has been hit
since a number of countries including Saudi
Arabia, Egypt and Jordan increased transit fees,
while Kuwaiti authorities have not done the
same. “These hikes have overburdened the own-
ers and only serve transport companies in other
countries,” he underlined, calling for a similar
measure in Kuwait to achieve parity. “It is unac-
ceptable that Kuwaiti trucks pay the equivalent
of KD 100 in Jordan while Jordanian trucks only
pay KD 40 in Kuwait,” he said, urging con-
cerned ministries to act immediately. 

Domestic labor
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister

Anas Al-Saleh stressed that launching the Al-
Durra Domestic Labor Company was not
delayed and explained that it is normal that the
company faces various obstacles in dealing with
foreign bodies. Speaking in response to a par-
liamentary inquiry, Saleh added that the compa-
ny had been professionally dealing with various
obstacles as planned and that it already started
receiving applications on Aug 29. 

Allowances
Official sources at the Manpower and

Government Restructuring Program strongly
denied social media reports about paying
national labor support allowances to the owners
of small business licenses, and stressed that the
issue is still being studied with the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry. “The Cabinet is the
only body entitled to add any new categories to
the beneficiaries of the national labor support
allowances,” the sources highlighted. 

Fingerprint
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Awqaf and

Islamic Affairs Fareed Emadi said the ministry
has taken all necessary measures to start using
the fingerprint system for imams and muezzins,
as per the Cabinet and the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) decisions. However, Emadi
strongly denied that imams and muezzins will
have to use the system before and after every
prayer. Emadi added that the ministry’s adminis-
trative and financial affairs sector asked the
mosques sector for a complete timetable to
come up with a suitable method of using the
system with imams and muezzins, especially
since their working hours are related to the
times of the five prayers, unlike other govern-
ment employees. Emadi said the fingerprint sys-
tem has already been in use in the ministry since
2001. He also noted that the ministry had con-
tacted CSC requesting exempting imams and
muezzins due to the nature of their work, but
the request was rejected. 

Camps
The spring camps committee at the

Municipality is due to meet today with the
municipality’s deputy director Fahd Al-Otaibi to
discuss the sites where camping would be
allowed this year. Informed sources strongly

denied intentions to cancel any sites that had
been approved and used in previous years
unless alternative sites are provided in order to
avoid cramming camps within limited areas. The
sources added that municipality teams are still
traversing across Kuwait to remove any unli-
censed camps and warned that penalties would
be very severe. The sources said an automated
camping system would be developed this year
to facilitate registry and site selection. “The
same system will be used for removing camps
and photos will be taken before and after camp-
ing to make sure no debris is left over after the
season,” the sources concluded. 

School of choice
The Public Authority for Disabled Affairs

plans to allow disabled students choose the
school they wish to attend on condition that the
school is accredited by the Ministry of
Education (MoE). Informed sources said the
decision was being prepared to be signed next
week and that it will include all educational
facilities - Arab, foreign and bilingual - that pro-
vide educational services to disabled students. 

Charities
The Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor’s

(MSAL) charities department has sent letters to
charities that have so far not submitted their
final reports about collecting donations for this
year’s sacrifice project, said informed sources,
noting that the letters inquired about delaying
the reports after the legal deadline. The sources
added that many charities, namely major ones,
have not so far submitted the reports although
the ministry had urged them do so over a month
earlier. “Bank accreditation will be suspended of
uncooperative charities,” the sources stressed.  
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KUWAIT: The Kuwait Human Rights Society
(KHRS) called on the health ministry to recon-
sider its decision to hike health services fees for
expatriates, as the society found that inability to
pay the new charges has forced many expats to
discontinue treatment. KHRS asked the ministry
to avoid hitting expat pockets, and described
Oct 1, the day the increase fees came into effect,
as a day of tragedy. 

The society said in a report published by Al-
Rai yesterday that the fee increases have led to
a decrease in patient visits by 30 percent, and
the reasons for this are clear - which is the
inability of patients to follow up their conditions
due to financial reasons. It said regardless of
the positive effects of this reduction the min-
istry thinks it has achieved, for every action

there is a reaction, as reports on social media
spoke about the death of an expat of a heart
attack after he left the hospital under his own
cognizance but was rushed back the next day,
to no avail. KHRS said this shows that the
increased charges have made expats ignore
their health conditions, which can result in a
health catastrophe and humanitarian tragedies
in this ‘humanitarian center’.

The report said the health ministry has
excluded some categories from the new fees, in
addition to domestic helpers, adding that the
exemption of some groups that are beneficiaries
of health insurance is under consideration, in
addition to including other groups and diseases.
KHRS believes these measures are not in favor
of the ministry and proves the fee increase was
not made after a thorough study.

Cleaning workers
It said as for excluding domestic helpers,

there are workers at security and cleaning com-
panies whose salaries are below KD 100 - in
many cases KD 60 - and the society believes
they cannot get health services if they needed
them, and it is expected that they will not go to

health centers for anything more than examina-
tions or diagnoses, since these are workers with
low salaries who have to pay for their children’s
education and rent.

The report said the society hopes the deci-
sion be cancelled, as it is not fair for expats to
pay health insurance and also fees for health
services, as this is considered double punish-
ment that targets those who come to Kuwait
under the sponsorship system. The report spoke
about cases of expats who said they were vic-
tims of medical errors that caused them to con-
tinue their visits to hospitals, which constitutes
an extra burden under the new fees, although
they are victims of medical malpractices.

The report spoke about the case of a worker
who suffered from back pain, so he went to the
hospital and was asked to pay KD 10. Doctors
then decided that he needed surgery. When he
went to have the surgery done, he was asked to
pay KD 50 as deposit and KD 10 for every day
he stays in the hospital, besides KD 2 for x-rays
and KD 2 for laboratory tests. The expat said he
could not pay these expenses as he was a labor-
er with a salary of KD 200, with a family and
children in school.

Ministry urged
to reconsider 
health fees

KUWAIT: The Cabinet examined a recommenda-
tion by the public services committee regarding
the railway project, and that during its regular
weekly session held yesterday at its airport
lounge under chairmanship of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. The Cabinet in this respect
decided to instruct the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fisheries to coordinate
with the ministry of finance and other competent
authorities to take necessary measures, removing
some farms’ barriers that happened to be located
on the railway path. Identical instructions were
given to the authority of private and public sec-
tors partnership. They also studied a recommen-
dation to minimize cutting red tape with respect
of the government development schemes.

Following the session, Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of Information
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah stated that the ministers began the tasks
examining a report addressed by the parliament
speaker to His Highness the prime minister,
attached with an interpellation motion presented
by the MPs Riyadh Al-Adsani and Abdulkarim Al-
Kandari to grill the acting information minister.
The ministers expressed satisfaction at the sensi-
ble replies by the minister to the motion, reaffirm-
ing the MPs’ right to grill members of the govern-
ment according to relevant laws and regulations.

Palestine
Meanwhile, the Cabinet has welcomed the rec-

onciliation deal recently concluded in Cairo
between the Palestinian Fatah and Hamas move-
ments, as a significant step on the right path
toward comprehensive and just peace in the
Middle East. The ministers stressed that the deal
constitutes a positive take-off for the Palestinian
people to get united and counter the challenges
facing the Palestinian cause. They voiced confi-
dence that the reconciliation would help achieve
the expectations of the Palestinian people in

establishing a viable independent state with East
Jerusalem as a capital. The Cabinet praised Egypt’s
constructive and pivotal role, led by President
Abdulfatah Al-Sisi, for reaching the agreement.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet condemned the terror
attacks that lately targeted two security check-
points in the city of Arish, the capital of North
Sinai province, claiming the lives of several mili-
tary personnel, and wounding others.

The government reiterated Kuwait’s initial and
unwavering stance rejecting all forms of terrorism,
of whatever sources. It also reaffirmed support to
Egypt and the measures the country may take to
maintain its security and stability. The ministers
expressed condolences to the Egyptian leader-
ship and people, as well as the victims’ families.

Also, the Cabinet condemned the Saturday’s
double car bombing in the Somali capital of
Mogadishu killing and wounding scores of peo-
ple, besides to the third one that targeted the
Qatari Embassy in the city where the charge d’af-
faires was injured. The ministers reiterated back-
ing to the “brothers” in Somalia and the steps
they may take to restore stability to the country,
offering condolences to the Republic’s leadership
and people. — KUNA
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