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Chamber hosts
‘Small and Crafts
Enterprises’ fair
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) is hosting
the ‘Small and Crafts Enterprises’ fair from
Oct 16-18, 2017, with 42 small projects of
companies and institutions participating. The
exhibition is open to the public from 9:00 am
to 2:00 pm and from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm on
all three days. It is being held in cooperation
with the National Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprise (SME) Development, the
Industrial Bank of Kuwait and the Ministry of
State for Youth Affairs. The Sabah Al-Ahmad
Center for Giftedness and Creativity,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Kuwait
Business Center and Al-Baadir voluntary
group are also participating, among others.

Abdulwahab Al-Wazzan, Second Vice
Chairman of KCCI, said that the chamber
always supports the youth. “This is the first
fair that we have hosted to develop youth
skills, giving them a chance to promote their
projects, as they are considered the main pil-
lar of Kuwait’s economy. During my tour of
the fair, I saw many impressive projects and
inventions, which reflects a positive impres-
sion and bright future of the Kuwaiti youth,”
he said during the launch ceremony.

“Through this fair, we aim to encourage
young Kuwaitis to work in the private sector

or start their own businesses. This leads to
the development of countries and improves
productive and industrial plans. We need to
change the community from a consuming to a
producing one,” he added.

Kuwaitis have made intentional achieve-
ments. “Various inventions by young Kuwaitis
have been produced internationally by China,
Taiwan, United States and others. Some US
states have adopted ideas of Kuwaiti inven-
tors and produced them. We are proud of
them. It’s our role to promote, direct and
support young people, and we even offer
them training and hold exhibitions for them.
We aim to let businessmen and companies
know more about these youth inventors,”
concluded Wazzan.      

Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of State for
Youth Affairs, said such exhibitions bring
together young inventors or those who have
business ideas, and investors and companies,
who have experience in the local market. This
fair has various industries such as crafts, food
and beverage, banking, real estate services
and many others,” she pointed out.

The Small and Crafts Enterprises fair is a
great opportunity for young people who
want to establish their own businesses.
“During this fair, young creative people can
meet investors and companies that can adopt
their business ideas that need financing. This
fair is an interactive space providing oppor-
tunities for the youth. The ministry is also
preparing four new activities to be held soon
as part of the ‘Kuwait is the Capital of Youth’
program. The ministry’s policy is to turn the
youth’s ambitions into reality,” explained
Sheikha Al-Zain. 

Hotels Owners
Union sponsors
2018 Horeca 
KUWAIT: Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Hotels Owners Union (HOU)
Ghazi Fahad Al-Nafisi hailed the continuous
success achieved by Horeca Kuwait and its
contribution to boosting the hospitality,
catering and hotel equipment business,
which he says supports the state’s  plans to
achieve comprehensive touristic develop-
ment, building new residential cities and
launching new urban communities. 

Nafisi said that HOU is glad to continue
partnership with Leaders Group and the
Hospitality Services Company to organize
the 2018 Horeca exhibition, which is due to
be held in the period in January 15-17, 2018
at Kuwait International Fairgrounds in
Mishref. “This is a great step in the course of

developing the touristic sector and its role in
providing more job opportunities for ambi-
tious young men, while diversifying national
income sources,” he underlined.  

Accordingly, Nafisi announced HOU’s par-
ticipation in 2018
Horeca as a golden
sponsor; a decision
it took in recogni-
tion to the exhibi-
tion’s significance.
In addition, Nafisi
stressed that devel-
oping hotel occu-
pancy and making
use of Kuwaitis’
individual spending
patterns were sig-
nificant elements in
developing domes-

tic tourism. He added that such challenges
require from authorities concerned with setting
the state’s development plans and diversifying
national income to cooperate in order to create
more job opportunities and encourage ambi-
tious graduates and entrepreneurs. 

Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS) held a press conference yesterday to
announce the 10th edition of the International Conference
on Women Leaders in Science, Technology and
Engineering from Oct 23 to 25 under the patronage of HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
“Kuwait is going to host outstanding women leaders in sci-
ence, medicine, engineering and technology from around
the world, as well as women who hold high positions in
government, companies and the industrial sector thanks to
their scientific specialization,” KFAS Director General Dr
Adnan Shihab Eldin said.

During his speech, Shihab Eldin said that the conference,
whose theme this year is ‘Women’s Empowerment with
Science,’ aims to promote the career development of
women from diverse backgrounds in the fields of science,
engineering and technology by presenting the success sto-
ries of famous women personalities and highlighting the
effects of their career achievements and scientific produc-
tion through workshops and panel discussions to establish
professional abilities and skills. 

He added that KFAS seeks to celebrate Kuwaiti
women’s scientific leadership in particular and that of
regional and international women in general, as a reflection
of its strategy to spread scientific culture and expand the
awareness of society in the fields of science. Shihab Eldin
noted the foundation’s firm belief in the need to recognize
the scientific achievements of individuals and play a role in
the development of their abilities in order to encourage
Kuwaitis to engage in scientific fields.

The conference is chaired by Dr Fayza Al-Kharafi, a
member of the board of directors of the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences, winner of
the Kuwait Science Award and the Laureus Award, and
will held in cooperation with the American Association
for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) and the US
State Department.

Chairman of the Scientific Committee Dr Amina
Farhan, Senior Advisor to the Director General of KFAS
and Head of  the Physics Department , Kuwait
University, said women’s scientific leaders in academia,
research institutions, government and industry are invit-
ed globally, regionally and locally to create an effective
forum for women. 

Success stories
The agenda of the conference is divided into parallel

sessions that highlight the success stories of inspirational
women, such as Sheikha Lubna Al-Qasimi, the first Emirati
minister at the ministry of economy and planning, and cur-
rently Minister of State for Tolerance and President of
Zayed University; Jordanian Princess Sumaya bint Al
Hassan, President of the Royal Society of Sciences and
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of Princess Sumaya
University for Technology; Dr Samira Islam, who promot-
ed higher education for girls in the early 1970s; and Dr
Venice Kamel Gouda, a Research Professor at the
National Research Center, who was awarded the Kuwait
Award in 1986 and was honored by Egyptian President
Abdelfattah Al-Sisi with the Nile Award in 2016, the
highest award in Egypt.

Also among the participants are Dr Rajaa Sharqawi El-
Marsly, a Moroccan researcher in nuclear physics, who
won the L’Oreal-UNESCO award for Women in Science;
Shadia Rifa’i Habbal, a Syrian-American astronomer and
physicist, who received a master’s degree in physics from
the American University of Beirut and played a key role in
establishing the NASA Solar Probe; Annie Black, Deputy
Executive Director of L’Oreal and Director General of the
L’Oreal-UNESCO Program for Science-Leading Women
in the Middle East, Gulf and Yemen; and Dr Celeste M
Rohlfing, Chief Executive Officer of AAAS and Deputy
Assistant Director of the National Foundation for Science
(NSF). In Jan 2016, KFAS signed a memorandum of under-
standing with AAAS to support and promote the efforts of
the two institutions to disseminate scientific knowledge. 
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KUWAIT: Abdulwahab Al-Wazzan (right) and Sheikha Al-Zain Al-
Sabah inaugurate the event. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: KFAS Director General Dr Adnan Shihab Eldin (center) speaks during the press
conference. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat


