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PONTEVEDRA, SPAIN: The wreckage of a burned bus is pictured after a fire in Chandebrito, near the town of Nigran, northwestern Spain yesterday. — AFP 

LISBON: At least 31 people have died in fires which have
ravaged forests in northern and central Portugal over the
past 24 hours, rescuers said yesterday, as three people
were killed in Spain in blazes sparked by arsonists and
fanned by Hurricane Ophelia. In Portugal, Prime Minister
Antonio Costa declared a state of emergency as more
than 5,800 firefighters fought some 30 major fires still
raging yesterday.  

The deaths, confirmed by Portugal’s national civil pro-
tection agency, came four months after 64 people were
killed and more than 250 injured on June 17, in the dead-
liest fire in the country’s history. Even before the latest
blazes, nearly 216,000 hectares (530,000 acres) had been
consumed by wildfires across the country between
January and September, according to estimates from the
country’s forest service.

The 524 separate fire outbreaks registered on Sunday,
by far the most since 2006, were caused by “higher than
average temperatures for the season and the cumulative
effect of drought, which has been felt since the start of the
year”, civil protection agency spokeswoman Patricia
Gaspar said. 51 people have been wounded in the fires, 15
seriously, she added. One of the worst hit areas is near
Lousa, in the Coimbra region, where 650 firefighters are
battling blazes. “We went through absolute hell, it was
horrible. There was fire everywhere,” a resident of the

town of Penacova, near Coimbra, told RTP television. Two
brothers in their 40s who were from her town and were
trying to help put out the blaze were among the fatalities.

‘Intentional fires’ 
In the northwestern

Spanish region of Galicia,
on the Portuguese border,
authorities were blaming
arson for about 17 fires
which have caused three
deaths. “They are
absolutely intentional
fires, premeditated,
caused by people who
know what they are
doing,” said Alberto
Nunez Feijoo, the head of
the Galicia regional gov-
ernment, who also
announced Galicia would observe three days of mourning.

Yesterday, the “situation remained very worrying”,
Feijoo said, adding that firefighters along with soldiers
and locals were battling the flames. Spanish Interior
Minister Juan Ignacio Zoido said in a tweet that “several
people have been identified in connection to the fires in

Galicia”. The fires were being fanned by wind gusts of up
to 90 kilometers per hour as Hurricane Ophelia moved
north off the coast of Spain towards Ireland, Zoido told
private broadcaster La Sexta.”We have not had a situa-

tion like this in the past
decade. We have never
deployed so many means
at this time of the year,”
he said.

Prime Minister
Mariano Rajoy, who is
from Galicia, plans to visit
the region later. Five
wildfires near Vigo,
Galicia’s biggest city,
forced the evacuation of a
shopping mall and a PSA
Peugeot Citroen factory
on the outskirts of the
city, though workers were

able to return to the factory yesterday. The flames had
reached O Castro, a large hilltop park in the heart of Vigo
with sweeping views of the city’s estuary, Spanish public
television station TVE reported. Two people also died
inside their vehicle near Nigran, outside Vigo, as they
tried to escape the flames. “It was very sudden, it was

crazy,” the city’s mayor said on television. In Carballeda
de Avia, an elderly man was found dead near his shed
behind his house.

Schools shut
Images broadcast on Spanish TV showed local resi-

dents, their mouths and noses covered with handkerchiefs,
trying to contain the flames with buckets and pans of
water. The city of around 300,000 residents has opened
up two sports centers and booked rooms in three hotels
for people who had to evacuate their homes.  At least 10
schools cancelled classes yesterday in Vigo because of the
flames, local officials said.  Spain’s rail operator Renfe said
it had cancelled train service between Vigo and Barcelona
because of the wildfires, and several roads in Galicia were
closed because of the flames, local officials said.

The national weather office is forecasting rain and
cooler temperatures in Galicia, which officials hope will
help put out the flames. Meteorologists say Ophelia is
the most powerful hurricane recorded so far east in the
Atlantic and the first since 1939 to travel so far north.
Though Ophelia was downgraded to a storm before it
hit the coast of Ireland, schools there were closed yes-
terday as the country braced for violent winds and rain,
with the weather service warning people to remain
indoors. —Agencies  
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MOGADISHU: More than 300 people died after twin
bomb explosions in Mogadishu, an official said yesterday,
as locals packed hospitals in search of friends and relatives
caught up in Somalia’s deadliest attack in a decade. The
death toll has steadily risen since Saturday, when the blasts
- for which no organization had claimed responsibility -
struck at two busy junctions in the heart of the city. 

“We have confirmed 300 people died in the blast. The
death toll will still be higher because some people are still
missing,” Abdikadir Abdirahman, the director of the city’s
ambulance service, told Reuters yesterday. Aden Nur, a
doctor at the city’s Madina hospital, said they had recorded
258 deaths while Ahmed Ali, a nurse at the nearby Osman
Fiqi hospital, told Reuters five bodies had been sent there.
Nur said 160 of the bodies could not be recognized.
“(They)were buried by the government yesterday. The oth-
ers were buried by their relatives. Over a hundred injured
were also brought here,” he told Reuters at the hospital.

Some of the injured were being evacuated by air to
Turkey for treatment, officials said. Locals visiting their
injured relatives or collecting their bodies filled every avail-
able space in Madina hospital. “My last time to speak with

my brother was some minutes before the blast occurred. By
then he told me, he was on the way to meet and was pass-
ing at K5,” Halima Nur, a local mother, told Reuters, refer-
ring to one of the junctions that was struck. “I am afraid he
was among the unrecognized charred bodies that were
buried yesterday. I have no hope of getting him alive or
dead. But I cannot go home.”

Deadliest insurgency 
Saturday bomb attacks were the deadliest since Islamist

militant group al Shabaab began an insurgency in 2007.
Neither it nor any other group had claimed responsibility,
but Al Shabaab, which is allied to Al Qaeda, stages regular
attacks in the capital and other parts of the country. The
group is waging an insurgency against Somalia’s UN-
backed government and its African Union allies in a bid to
impose its own strict interpretation of Islam. The militants
were driven out of Mogadishu in 2011 and have been
steadily losing territory since then to the combined forces
of AU peacekeepers and Somali security forces.

But Al Shabaab retains the capacity to mount large,
complex bomb attacks. Over the past three years, the num-
ber of civilians killed by insurgent bombings has steadily
climbed as Al Shabaab increases the size of its bombs.
Some of those seriously injured in Saturday’s bombing
were moved by ambulance to the airport yesterday morn-
ing to be flown to Turkey for further treatment, Nur added.
Workers unloaded boxes of medicine and other medical
supplies from a Turkish military plane parked on the tar-
mac, while Turkish medical teams attended to the cases of
injuries moved from the hospital for evacuation. — Reuters
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MOGADISHU: Picture shows a general view of the scene of the explo-
sion of a truck bomb in the centre of Mogadishu. — AFP 
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