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Rohingyas cross a shallow canal after crossing the Naf River as they flee violence in Myanmar to reach Bangladesh in Palongkhali near Ukhia yesterday. The UN has said that 537,000 Rohingya have arrived in Bangladesh over
the last seven weeks. They are fleeing violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine state, where the United Nations has accused troops of waging an ethnic cleansing campaign against them. -— AFP 
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The lawsuit was supported by a number of lawmak-
ers. The traffic department already imposes discrimina-
tory rules for expatriates to obtain a driving license.
Expatriates who qualify to apply for a driving license
must have been residing in the country for two years,
must be drawing a monthly salary of at least KD 600
and should have a university degree. There are exemp-
tions to all these conditions for highly-skilled profes-
sionals like doctors, judges, engineers, etc.  

Since the collapse in oil prices three years ago,

Kuwait and some Gulf states have targeted expatriates
with financial measures. In Kuwait, the government
increased the price of electricity and water by 150 per-
cent from late August. It also increased medical servic-
es fees at public hospitals and centers by several-fold
in some cases. The government is still considering other
charges, mainly on residencies, traffic and other public
services, only for expatriates.

A number of lawmakers meanwhile criticized the
government for obstructing the functioning of a com-
pany established to recruit domestic helpers at rea-
sonable costs after hundreds of private recruitment
offices hiked their prices to unprecedented levels. The
lawmakers charged that influential people were
behind the delays in the startup of the company, which
was established in accordance with a law passed last
year. MP Osama Al-Shaheen meanwhile said the two
laws issued on the matter are contradictory and
should be amended.

MP calls to tax 
expat motorists...

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia yesterday rolled out the
red carpet for Qatar’s emir, who is on his first trip to
Southeast Asia four months after a diplomatic crisis
erupted between his nation and four Arab countries.
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, who arrived in
Kuala Lumpur late Sunday, was given a 21-gun salute at
a state welcoming ceremony in Parliament attended by
Malaysia’s king, Prime Minister Najib Razak and
Cabinet ministers. Sheikh Tamim later held talks with
Najib, after which they witnessed the signing of agree-
ments on training for diplomats, higher education, and
legal and judicial cooperation. The emir was to meet
Malaysia’s king, followed by a state banquet at the
palace before leaving late yesterday.

Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates cut ties with Qatar on June 5 due to its close
ties with Iran and alleged support for extremist groups
in the region, charges denied by Doha. They also
launched an economic boycott, stopping Qatar Airways
flights from using their airspace, closing off the small
country’s sole land border with Saudi Arabia and
blocking its ships from using their ports.

The emir’s visit to Malaysia comes eight months
after Saudi Arabian King Salman visited, the first trip to
the Southeast Asian country by a Saudi king in more
than a decade. The Gulf crisis puts predominantly
Muslim Malaysia in a tight spot because it is close to
both Qatar and Saudi Arabia. Najib in July backed
Kuwait’s effort to mediate the crisis and called for a
swift solution. “We pray that all differences among our
Arab brothers will be settled amicably and that the uni-
ty and harmony of the (Gulf Cooperation Council)
countries can be restored,” Najib said in a statement.

The emir, who will also travel to Singapore and
Indonesia, is on his second trip abroad since the diplo-
matic crisis erupted. He traveled to Turkey, Germany,
France and the United States in September. Malaysia’s
foreign ministry said it was the first visit by a ruling
Qatari emir since Shekih Tamim’s father visited
Malaysia in 2009. It said the visit provided an opportu-
nity for the leaders to discuss bilateral issues and
exchange views on issues of common interest. Qatar is
Malaysia’s 40th largest trading partner, with total trade
of $566 million in 2016.  —  AP
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PUTRAJAYA, Malaysia: Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani and Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak
attend a signing ceremony of memoranda of understanding at the prime minister’s official residence yesterday. — AP 

JERUSALEM: Israel’s military said yesterday it car-
ried out an air strike on an anti-aircraft battery in Syria
after it fired toward its planes, while vowing it sought
no further escalation in the war-torn country. Israeli
planes were on what the military described as a routine
reconnaissance mission over neighboring Lebanon
when an anti-aircraft missile was fired in their direction,
a military spokesman said. The planes returned safely,
according to the spokesman, adding it was believed the
anti-aircraft battery in Syria was destroyed.

“We hold the Syrian regime responsible for the
anti-aircraft fire and any attack originating from
Syria,” Israeli military spokesman Jonathan Conricus
told journalists. Israel “will maintain its ability to thwart
hostile intentions and activities endangering Israeli
civilians,” he said. He did not specify how many Israeli
planes were involved in the reconnaissance mission,
but described them as being “in proximity to the
Syrian border.”

The battery targeted was located some 50 km east
of Damascus. It was believed to be the first time since
Syria’s civil war began that Israeli planes were fired
toward while in Lebanese airspace, said Conricus.
However, Israel’s military said it had no interest in any
further escalation. “Israel has no intention to destabilise
the situation,” said Conricus. Israel has sought to avoid
becoming more directly involved in the six-year civil

war in neighboring Syria, though it acknowledges car-
rying out dozens of air strikes to stop what it calls
advanced arms deliveries to Hezbollah. The Lebanese
Shiite group is backing Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad’s regime in the conflict. Israel and Hezbollah
fought a devastating war in 2006.

Russian visit 
In March, Israeli warplanes struck several targets in

Syria, drawing retaliatory missile fire in the most seri-
ous incident between the two countries since the start
of the Syrian war. At the time, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said the air strikes targeted weapons bound
for Hezbollah and that Israel would do the same again if
necessary. Syria’s military had said it launched anti-air-
craft missiles at the aircraft, claiming it had downed an
Israeli plane and hit another as they carried out
predawn strikes near the desert city of Palmyra. Israel
denied any of its aircraft was hit.

During the sortie, Israel fired its Arrow interceptor
to take out what was believed to have been a Russian-
made SA 5 missile. In the aftermath, Israeli Defense
Minister Avigdor Lieberman threatened to destroy
Syrian air defense systems “without the slightest hesi-
tation” if they fired on Israeli planes in future.
Yesterday’s strike comes with Russian Defense Minister
Sergei Shoigu due to visit Israel later in the day. Russia
is also backing Assad in the Syrian conflict.

Russia and Israel have established a hotline to avoid
accidental clashes in Syria. “The Russians were notified
in real time,” Conricus said of the strike. Shoigu and
Lieberman were expected to discuss Syria and Iran’s
presence there. Iran, Israel’s main enemy, backs Assad
in the war along with Russia. Israel is concerned Iran
will establish a permanent military presence along its
border. — AFP 
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