
LONDON: Formula One’s former commercial supremo
Bernie Ecclestone is moving further away from the
sport he ruled for decades by relocating to Switzerland.
The Briton, who will be 87 this month, was ousted in
January after US-based Liberty Media took control
and gave him an undefined role as emeritus chairman.

“It’s something I had agreed to do 20 years ago, or
more: To take Formula
One (Management) to
S w i t z e r l a n d , ”
Ecclestone, who has
lived in London for most
of his life, told Reuters
on Monday. 

“Trouble is I couldn’t
get all the guys to come
and live there. I don’t
blame them, they had
kids and were settled
very well in England. “I
don’t have to do any-
thing particular with the
company now so I can more or less do what I want,” he
said, denying the move was for tax reasons.

Ecclestone owns a hotel in the Swiss ski resort of
Gstaad, among other business interests, and has had
residence for nearly 30 years. In London he had an
apartment above the shop - Formula One’s offices in
well-heeled Knightsbridge.

“Instead of just popping over (to Switzerland) for a
few days and keeping my eye on things it will be nice, I
think, if I lived there and I can pop back to England
when I want to,” he said. The sport remains headquar-

tered in Britain, the staff now in new premises in central
London and Ecclestone, while remaining a paid
employee, has little involvement.

“I’m so high up in the company now, I can’t see any-
thing,” he commented wryly. Ecclestone said Liberty
was not keen for him to attend races and he could
understand that. “I think this year for them it’s all new

and I think it’s better that
I’m not around because
people know me,” he
said.

“It’d be difficult for
them to get known prop-
erly and accepted if
there’s somebody else
there all the time that
they think is stealing
their glory.” A Formula
One spokesman said that
was not the case. “Bernie
is always welcome at any
grand prix he’d like to

attend,” he said, although limited office space at some
tracks meant prior notice was preferred.

UNPREDICTABLE HAMILTON
Ecclestone was in Bahrain, Russia, Azerbaijan and

Austria this season and will be back for the penultimate
round in Brazil next month. His wife Fabiana is Brazilian
and they own a farm there.

He said champions Mercedes, whose non-executive
team chairman is Ecclestone’s old friend Niki Lauda,
and Red Bull had also made him welcome. Mercedes

are set to win the constructors’ title for the fourth sea-
son in a row in Austin, Texas, this weekend while Lewis
Hamilton also has a first chance to clinch his fourth
championship with three races remaining.

Ecclestone said Hamilton had taken the sport to new
audiences and was always good for a headline. “If he
suddenly decided to stop racing, I wouldn’t be sur-
prised. He is unpredictable. That’s why he’s been fantas-
tic for us,” he observed.

Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel, 59 points behind the Briton

in the standings, has also done his bit by taking the fight
to Mercedes and winning four races. The last three in
Asia have seen Ferrari implode, however, with Vettel
failing to score in two of them and having to fight back
from last place to fourth in the other.

“I’m a very close friend of Seb’s. But he’s more pre-
dictable in what he’s going to do and say,” Ecclestone
said. “He’s come out a lot different this year. This year
hasn’t been Seb. Unfortunately he’s been unpredictable
in the wrong way.” — Reuters
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LIVERPOOL: Manchester United striker Romelu Lukaku has brushed off criti-
cism over his poor record against the Premier League’s “Big Six” after a missed
chance against Liverpool cost his side a potential win. The Belgium international
has scored 15 goals in 57 matches against Arsenal, Chelsea, Liverpool,
Manchester City, Manchester United and Tottenham. It is a poor return consid-
ering the form he has shown over the past two years for Everton and now
United and was highlighted again after he missed his solitary opportu-
nity in Saturday’s goalless draw at Anfield, shooting too close to inter-
national teammate Simon Mignolet. It was a chance the 24-year-old
would normally have converted after plundering 16 goals in 13
appearances for club and country and led to more questions about
his big-game performances. “I don’t think too much about it-I
just move on,” said the striker, many of whose goals have
come late in matches, which critics point to as evidence he
does not score enough game-changing goals. —AFP

TOULON: New Zealand international scrum-half Alby Mathewson has
signed for Toulon on an initial one-year deal, the French Top 14 side
announced yesterday.  The four-times capped Mathewson, 31, has

agreed a deal that includes an option for a second season in
the south of France.  Toulon said on their Twitter account
that Mathewson would arrive at the club this week. He
will provide competition in an area where Toulon already

have options in Eric Escande and Sebastien Tillous-
Borde.  Escande is set for a spell on the sidelines after
injuring an ankle against Scarlets in the European

Champions Cup at the weekend. Mathewson has played
Super Rugby for Western Force, Hurricanes and the

Blues, while he had a stint in England last season
with Bristol. — AFP

JAKARTA: Indonesian football was in mourning yesterday after celebrat-
ed goalkeeper Choirul Huda died following an on-pitch collision with a
team-mate. Huda, 38, a long-time regular for his hometown club Persela
in East Java, collapsed just before half-time after Sunday’s accidental
clash with Brazilian midfielder Ramon Rodrigues. Video footage showed
the father of two clutching his chest in pain before he was rushed away on
a stretcher and taken to hospital. Doctors said he stopped breathing and
suffered a heart attack. “He received an emergency treatment for a few
minutes in the hospital but he could not be saved. He died before 5:00 pm
yesterday,” Persela’s assistant coach Yuhronur Efendi told AFP. Doctors
said the medical team tried to revive the veteran Huda, a former fringe
player in the national set-up, for about an hour. “Choirul Huda suffered
from traumatic collision with a team-mate which caused him to stop
breathing and have cardiac arrest,” Yudistiro Andri Nugroho, a doctor
from Lamongan hospital, said in a statement. —AFP
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LAUSANNE: The International Olympic Committee
said it was disappointed the Austrian state of Tyrol vot-
ed against Innsbruck’s bid for the 2026 Winter
Olympics, but will continue its search for a host city.
Preliminary results of a referendum showed on Sunday
that 53.35 percent of Tyrol residents opposed the bid.

An IOC spokesman said it would have liked to con-
tinue its preliminary talks with Innsbruck, which is the
state capital of Tyrol.  “The IOC shares the disappoint-
ment for the Austrian Olympic Committee, the many
supporting athletes and the promoters of the project
who worked on it with so much energy and committ-
ment,” the spokesman said.  Opponents in Tyrol were
worried about the high financial cost of hosting the
Winter Games, the third in Innsbruck after 1964 and
1976, as well as the environmental impact.

Fresh talks with interested cities from America, Asia
and Europe will now go ahead. “We are certain that an
excellent host city for the Olympic Winter Games 2026
will emerge from this process,” the spokesman said.
“The exploratory talks will also allow the IOC to better
communicate about the benefits of the new candidature
process for host cities, highlight our reforms that make
it possible to have a sustainable, feasible and cost-
effective Olympic Winter Games.”

Austria’s Olympic Committee had said no extra major
infrastructure was needed and that the 1.2-billion-euro
($1.4 billion) cost would be recouped by revenues. Two
previous referendums among residents of Innsbruck-
but not the whole state-in 1993 and 1997 came out
against previous bids as well.  The final results of the
latest referendum are due later, although the outcome is
not expected to change.  Hosting the Olympics, either in
winter or summer, is by no means universally popular.

In 2015 the German city of Hamburg voted against
bidding to host the 2024 Summer Games, while Rome
and Budapest also withdrew due to public pressure.
Despite the success of its athletes, Austria has not host-
ed the Winter Olympics since 1976. A bid by Salzburg
for 2014 lost out to Sochi in Russia.  The next Winter
Olympics will be held in Pyeongchang, South Korea in
2018 and in Beijing in 2022.

The official bidding process for 2026 starts next year
with the IOC due to make a decision in 2019. Only Sion
in Switzerland and Calgary in Canada have expressed
an interest so far. — AFP
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SYDNEY: Australian batsman David Warner says
playing England is “war” and he plans to work up
“hatred” for the tourists for extra motivation during
the upcoming Ashes series.  During the first Test in
Brisbane in 2013, Warner famously said England had
“scared eyes” when facing Australia’s pace attack and
he is firing similar salvoes ahead of their arrival later
this month.  “The history, the pride that is at stake. As
soon as you step on that line it’s war,” Warner told
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation late Sunday,
when asked what the Ashes meant to him.

“You try and get into a battle as quick as you can. I
try and look in the opposition’s eye and work out how
can I dislike this player, how can I get on top of him.
“You’ve got to find that spark in yourself to really take
it to the opposition. You have to delve and dig deep
into yourself to get some sort of hatred about them.”

Australia’s arch cricketing enemy, already reeling
from a nightclub scandal involving star all-rounder
Ben Stokes, face a hostile reception, with the pre-
series talk starting to ratchet up. Former captain
Steve Waugh turned the screws last week, saying
England can’t win without Stokes, whose position is
in question after he was arrested on suspicion of

causing actual bodily harm. And fast bowler Mitchell
Starc said if Stokes does make the trip he’ll be target-
ed, urging Australian fans “get stuck into” him.  Starc
has also warned England to expect a repeat of the
carnage of four years ago when Australia, fired by the
fearsome pace of Mitchell Johnson, won 5-0.

Provided they are all fit, spearhead Starc, Pat
Cummins, Josh Hazlewood, Nathan Coulter-Nile and
Jackson Bird could form a formidable attack on
Australia’s fast-paced home wickets. “I can tell you
now I’m very scared when it comes to the nets,” said
Warner, pointing to the pace, bounce and aggression
of the Australian attack.  “So hopefully they (England)

are scared because it is challenging facing our guys.”
Coach Darren Lehmann joined in the verbal bar-

rage when he said he can’t wait to see how brittle
England’s batt ing might be when faced with
Australia’s express pace. “It’ll be interesting. They’ll
have to cope with that, they know it’s coming. Our
quicks have been saying that,” he told ABC.  “They
(Starc and Cummins) can certainly enforce some
problems... especially for their middle and lower order
on the bouncy tracks. They didn’t like it last time.”
England, the Ashes holders, have lost two of their past
three tours in Australia 5-0, either side of their 3-1
win in 2011. — AFP
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SYDNEY: Australia batsman Usman Khawaja has criti-
cised the country’s selection policy and says the constant
team changes hampered his attempts to develop his all-
round game. The 30-year-old left-hander scored 55 runs
in four innings during Australia’s 3-0 Test series defeat in
Sri Lanka in 2016 before being dropped for the third test.

He then scored half-centuries in six consecutive home
tests but did not play in the four-test series in India this
year. Khawaja was brought back for the first test in

Bangladesh, only to be dropped for the second match of
the series. “They never used to do it before, I’m not really
sure why they do it now,” Khawaja told ABC Radio of the
selection policy. “It creates a lot of instability in the team I
reckon, going in and out for everyone. 

“You hear things like ‘the players are playing afraid’ or
whatnot, but that’s what happens when you drop players
all the time. We’ve been doing that a fair bit lately.” The
Pakistan-born cricketer has played 24 tests since making
his debut in the 2011 Ashes series against England and has
scored five hundreds, averaging over 45.

The Queensland captain is in good form in domestic
cricket and is expected to earn a place in Australia’s top
order in the Ashes series against England which starts next
month. “For some reason it seems like lately in Australia
that the best players always seem to be the next guy in,
which I don’t totally agree with,” he said.

“(It is) very hard to develop your game and play some
consistent cricket if you’re not getting consistent opportu-
nities overseas, which I haven’t been getting.  “It’s frustrat-
ing but I’ve just got to focus on what’s in front of me. I’d
love to win an Ashes series - it’s something I haven’t been
able to do yet.” Khawaja believes the Australian selectors
already know what side to pick for the five-test series

against England starting in Brisbane on Nov 23. “I think
the Australian team is pretty stable,” he said.  “I’m confi-
dent the selectors already know what their make-up of the
team is going to be for the first test. “There might be a few
positions up for grabs depending on what happens in the
Shield games but I’m pretty confident they know what
they’re expecting.” — Reuters
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