
ANAHEIM: Benoit Pouliot scored the decisive goal late
in the second period, and goaltender Chad Johnson
made 25 saves as the Buffalo Sabres beat the Anaheim
Ducks 3-1 on Sunday. Buffalo (1-4-1) earned its first win
of the season, outshooting the Ducks 31-26. It was
coach Phil Housley’s first victory with the club. The
Sabres rebounded from allowing three power-play
goals in a 4-2 loss at Los Angeles on Saturday, denying
the Ducks in their four man-advantage opportunities.
Justin Bailey, called up from the minors before the
game, and Johan Larsson, into an empty net, also
scored for the Sabres. The Ducks (2-3-1) got a short-
handed goal from Chris Wagner, the team’s third of the
season, but they have yet to score a power-play goal
this season.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 3, BRUINS 1
Alex Tuch and Vadim Shipachyov scored their first

career NHL goals, and Malcolm Subban stopped 21
shots while picking up his first career victory to lead
Vegas past Boston. Tuch and Shipachyov were both
recalled from AHL Chicago over the weekend due to
injuries to Jonathan Marchessault and Erik Haula.
Subban was making his first start for the Golden
Knights in place of injured regular Marc-Andre
Fleury. Subban, claimed off waivers from the Bruins on
Oct. 3, was making just the third start of his NHL
career after compiling an 0-2 record and 5.82 goals-
against average with the Bruins. But Subban made 21
saves, outdueling Bruins starter Tuukka Rask, who fin-
ished with 23 saves.

KINGS 3, ISLANDERS 2
Anze Kopitar and Drew Doughty each registered a

goal and an assist, and Darcy Kuemper made 23 saves
as Los Angeles defeated New York for the eighth time
in the past nine meetings at Staples Center. Kuemper
won his debut in a Kings uniform after being signed as
an unrestricted free agent in the offseason. Jake Muzzin
added the other Los Angeles goal. New York has lost
three of its past four contests. Josh Bailey and Casey
Cizikas scored goals for the Islanders, and Jaroslav
Halak made 24 saves. —Reuters
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Johnson makes 25 saves as Sabres
beat Ducks; Tuch, Shipachyov shine

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles Kings defenseman Drew Doughty (8) loses his helmet but keeps
on playing, clearing the puck against the New York Islanders in the third period of an NHL
hockey game in Los Angeles. — AP

NHL results/standings

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 4 1 1 25 13 9
Colorado 4 2 0 19 13 8
St. Louis 4 2 0 18 16 8
Winnipeg 3 2 0 16 18 6
Nashville 2 2 1 14 16 5
Minnesota 1 1 2 15 16 4
Dallas 2 3 0 11 13 4

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 4 0 1 16 9 9
Las Vegas 4 1 0 15 11 8
Calgary 4 2 0 17 17 8
Anaheim 2 3 1 12 17 5
Vancouver 1 2 1 9 14 3
Edmonton 1 3 0 8 14 2
San Jose 1 3 0 8 14 2
Arizona 0 4 1 11 22 1

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Toronto 4 1 0 26 19 8
Tampa Bay 4 1 0 20 16 8
Detroit 4 1 0 18 12 8
Ottawa 3 0 2 20 10 8
Florida 2 2 0 16 15 4
Boston 2 3 0 14 18 4
Montreal 1 3 1 8 17 3
Buffalo 1 4 1 14 23 3

Metropolitan Division
New Jersey 4 1 0 21 13 8
Columbus 4 1 0 16 11 8
Pittsburgh 3 2 1 20 25 7
Washington 3 2 1 23 22 7
Philadelphia 3 2 0 21 15 6
NY Islanders 2 3 1 15 18 5
Carolina 1 1 1 7 8 3
NY Rangers 1 5 0 13 21 2
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L) 

Los Angeles 3, NY Islanders 2; Buffalo 3, Anaheim 1; Las Vegas 3,
Boston 1.

Kopitar, Doughty lead Kings to 3-2 victory 

LOS ANGELES: Australia’s Ben
Simmons is a man in a hurry as he pre-
pares to make his long-awaited NBA
debut with the Philadelphia 76ers after
missing the entirety of his first season
through injury.  The 21-year-old point
guard from Melbourne is eager to fulfil
the lofty expectations that come with
being the league’s number one overall
draft pick in 2016. 

“I want to go in and make sure every-
body remembers my name,” Simmons
said recently. “I want to get out there and
play where everyone’s talking about me.”
Philadelphia open the season tomorrow
against the Wizards in Washington.  The
76ers have fallen on hard times but
Simmons is feeling optimistic about mak-
ing them a contender again. “He is a spe-
cial talent. He will help them immediately,”
said fellow Aussie Matthew Dellavedova
who plays for the Milwaukee Bucks.  The
1.86 metre (6-foot-10) Simmons missed
the 2016-17 season after breaking a bone
in his right foot. 

He rolled his right ankle in the team’s
final training camp scrimmage. Team
doctors said he would be out three to
four months but in February he was
ruled out for the entire season because
the bone was not fully healed.  When the
76ers went out of town last season,
Simmons spent the time watching road
games on the big screen TV in his bed-
room.  “It got frustrating not being able
to be out there,” he said. “You have peo-
ple saying things about you, whatever it
is, could be negative, positive, but you
can’t control it. You just have to sit back
and wait.” Simmons was born in 1996 in
the northeast Melbourne suburb of
Fitzroy to an Australian mother, Julie, and
an American father Dave.  An accom-
plished multi-sport athlete at age 14 he
had to choose between Australian rules
football and basketball, eventually decid-

ing his love of basketball was greater. 
Simmons attended high school in

Melbourne before moving to Florida. He
played one season of American college
basketball for Louisiana State University.

NO. 1 OVERALL 
He was then chosen number one in

the draft by the 76ers, becoming the
third Melbourne-born number one over-
all pick, following Andrew Bogut and
Kyrie Irving. He represented Australia at
the 2012 FIBA World Under 17
Championships.  “I came to the States
and no one knew who I was, then they
kind of do, then I get injured and no one
talks about you for a while,” Simmons
told BleacherReport. “So it’s kind of like
now I’ve got to build myself back up.”
With Simmons in the lineup there is no
shortage of talent in Philadelphia this
season. But the big question is will that
result in more victories than last year
when they finished fourth in the Atlantic
Division with a 28-54 record?

Simmons will try to make that happen
along with centre Joel Embiid and point
guard Markelle Fultz in a potential Philly
version of a big three.  “He got drafted
number one for a reason,” said San
Antonio Spurs’ Patty Mills, of Canberra,
Australia. “He is going to be great in
NBA. His rookie year is all about learn-
ing the ways of the NBA.”

Earlier this week the 76ers signed
Embiid to a five year $148 million con-
tract extension. Like Simmons, Embiid’s
career is just getting started after he
missed his first two NBA seasons due to
injuries. He has played just 31 games so
far. Fultz was the first pick overall in this
year’s entry draft. Add a couple of veter-
an newcomers, J.J. Redick and Amir
Johnson to the mix and Philadelphia
could be punching their ticket to the
playoffs. — AFP

Australia’s Simmons set
for NBA debut with 76ers

SHANGHAI: Roger Federer said he has finally
shaken off the “scars” of his many defeats to
Rafael Nadal after claiming the Shanghai
Masters with his fifth win in a row over the
world number one. The 36-year-old Swiss put
on a masterclass to beat Nadal 6-4, 6-3 on
Sunday, lifting his sixth trophy this season
and underlining a turnaround in fortunes
against his long-time nemesis.

Federer, the world number two, ended a
sequence of five straight defeats to Nadal at
Basel last year, before winning their gripping
Australian Open final in January.  Federer also
beat Nadal at Indian Wells and in the Miami
final prior to Shanghai, although the Spaniard
still holds a handsome advantage in their
overall record down the years, winning 23 of
their 38 matches.

Federer said that “we don’t have enough
years left on the tour” for him to overhaul his
great rival in their head-to-head count, but he
insisted he’s not concerned by the disparity. “I
just think I’m not so scarred like maybe I have
been in the past, not that I was horribly
scarred in any way,” said the Swiss, when
asked what had clicked against Nadal.

“But I did lose against him sometimes, a lot
of the times especially on the clay courts.”
Federer holds a record 19 Grand Slam titles,
three ahead of Nadal after both players cast
off injuries to add two more major victories
this year in a surprise resurgence.

Federer skipped the clay court season this
year and he said avoiding Nadal on his
favourite surface had also given him an
advantage.

‘HE SAVED HIS BODY’ 
He said he believes he lost the epic 2008

Wimbledon final against Nadal because he
was still rattled by a heavy defeat just a few
weeks earlier at Roland Garros. After his five-
set victory over Nadal in Melbourne this year,
Federer spoke of how he had focused on
playing “the ball, not the opponent” to avoid
any mental demons.

The Swiss legend also said on Sunday that
he is highly unlikely to knock Nadal off the
number one spot in the world rankings in time
for the end of the year.

But with his advancing years he is more
sanguine about his ranking, and said he was

just enjoying staying injury-free and in good
form. “It’s definitely been the best I felt since
Wimbledon,” he said, where he won the
championship for a historic eighth time in
July. The Swiss great, who has been carefully
managing his schedule, will now return home
to map out the next few months to ensure he
continues his fine run. The 31-year-old Nadal,
who was on a 16-match streak before
Sunday’s final, said Federer was reaping the
benefits of taking breaks from the sport.

The two old stagers are the last members
of the ‘Big Four’ still standing this season after
Andy Murray and Novak Djokovic were both
sidelined by injury. “For this year, Roger did
great in all the events that he played, so looks
like he saved his body,” said Nadal. “He
played very high level of tennis during the
whole season, so well done for him and happy
to see him play well.” — AFP

Federer shakes
off ‘scars’ of
Nadal defeats

SHANGHAI: File photo shows Roger Federer (L) speaks after the men’s singles
final match at the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament in Shanghai. — AFP

LONDON: Tyrrell Hatton hardly got carried
away after winning his second successive
tournament on Sunday.  The 26-year-old
Englishman may be on golf’s hottest streak
right now after bagging almost two million
dollars in eight days, but the 25-year-old
chose to celebrate winning the Italian Open
by taking his caddie out for a burger.

A beaming Hatton posted the image on
social media after his 15-foot putt on the 18th
secured a one-shot win over Ross Fisher at
Monza, the second time he has edged out his
compatriot on successive Sundays after win-
ning the Dunhill Links Championship by three
shots. Put another way, Hatton is 45 under par
for his past eight rounds.    

Add in his third place at the British
Masters and eighth at the European Masters

in September and it completes an astonishing
turnaround in fortunes since he missed the
cut in six of seven events over the summer, a
run that led him to sack his caddie and
replace him with his best friend Jonathan Bell.

Hatton is now the runaway leader of
Europe’s Ryder Cup rankings with a points
tally double that of second-placed Fisher. The
26-year-old is also fifth in the Race to Dubai
and plans to compete in four of the final five
events. “It was an amazing feeling,” said
Hatton of Sunday’s win which lifted him to
17th in the world rankings.

“To win back-to-back is incredible. It was
my birthday as well yesterday so you could
say this was well-timed.” 

Yet just a few weeks ago Hatton’s boorish
behaviour on course drew criticism from fel-
low pro Gary Evans, a veteran of more than
350 European Tour events.

“You’re a great talent with potential but
you need to grow up mate, your on course
whinging and body language is a disgrace,”
Evans wrote on social media after the British
Masters. Hatton, who responded by saying
that “nobody’s perfect”, has apparently taken
the advice to heart. “I was fighting myself,
trying to stay patient and you know my cad-
die kept saying ‘good things will come’, ‘good

things will come’,” he said of his final round at
Monza.  “I found it hard to believe, to be hon-
est, but tried to stay as patient as I could. In
the end, I guess I got my reward.” — Reuters

Hatton stays 
grounded as hot 
streak continues 

Tyrrell Hatton


