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Amnesty calls for ban on 
pellet shotguns in Kashmir

SRINAGAR: Amnesty International yesterday reit-
erated its call for a ban on pellet-firing shotguns
used by Indian forces in Kashmir to quell civilian
protests. In a report the rights group said it had
interviewed 88 people whose eyesight had been
damaged by the metal shot from the pump-action
guns. Two of the victims had been completely
blinded. “The injuries and deaths caused by this
cruel weapon bear testimony to how dangerous,
inaccurate and indiscriminate it is,” Akar Patel,
executive director at Amnesty International India,
said in a statement.

Violence erupts in Haiti 
over national budget   

PORT-AU-PRINCE: Protesters brought parts of the
Haitian capital  Port-au-Prince to a standstil l
Tuesday, setting vehicles alight and damaging
local businesses in violent demonstrations against
the government’s budget plans. “ These little
thieves in Parliament voted for this budget to help
the government exploit the people,” said protester
Marco Paul Delva, standing by a barricade of flam-
ing tires near the legislature. Traffic in the center of
Port-au-Prince and on key routes around the city
ground to a halt after protesters threw stones and
tires across roads. The protest took police by sur-
prise-and they were unable to intervene in some
blocked-off areas.

US kills six in Shabaab 
air strikes in Somalia

WASHINGTON: US forces in Somalia conducted
three air strikes on Islamist Shabaab targets yester-
day, killing six fighters with the Al-Qaeda linked
group, the US military said. The pre-dawn operation
occurred in southern Somalia about 160 miles south
of Mogadishu. The strikes were conducted under
powers President Donald Trump gave the Pentagon
in March that lets the military take counter-terror-
ism actions-whether airstrikes or ground raids-when
it deems them necessary to support the Somali gov-
ernment. “In coordination with the federal govern-
ment of Somalia, US forces conducted three preci-
sion air strikes in Somalia against al-Shabaab, killing
six terrorists,” the US militaryís Africa Command said
in a statement. —Agencies
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Two bodies recovered after 
boat collision off Singapore

SINGAPORE: Divers yesterday recovered the bodies of
two seamen who went missing after their dredger col-
lided with a tanker off Singapore and rescuers were
hunting for three still missing. The accident around
the busy Singapore Strait occurred just weeks after a
deadly collision involving a US warship in the same
area. After the latest collision in the early hours, the
Dominican-registered dredger capsized, leaving four
Chinese members of crew and one Malaysian missing.
Seven other sailors were rescued. A major rescue
effort was launched involving almost 30 boats from
Singapore and neighboring Indonesia,  and f ive
Singapore Air Force aircraft. 

CARACAS: Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro said Tuesday his government was
prepared to meet the opposition for talks,
offering a glimpse of a breakthrough in a
political standoff marked by months of
deadly protests. Maduro made the sur-
prise announcement in a televised cabi-
net meeting in Caracas. He told his minis-
ters he would accept to undertake talks
brokered by Dominican Republic
President Danilo Medina and ex-Spanish
premier Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero.

“Zapatero and President Medina know
very well that I have been a promoter of
this dialogue and I accept this new day of
dialogue,” Maduro said. Maduro appoint-
ed influential Caracas politician Jorge
Rodriguez as his representative at the
talks, and said he would leave for the
Dominican Republic “in the next few
hours.” The opposition announced in turn
that it held an exploratory meeting yes-
terday with the Dominican president.
However, it insisted it did not mean it was
the beginning of formal talks with the
government.

“The time for symbolic gestures is
over,” the opposition coalition

Democratic Unity Roundtable said. “To
enter into serious negotiation, we
demand immediate actions that demon-
strate a real willingness to resolve the
national problems and not to win time,” it
said. Oil-rich Venezuela is facing a grow-
ing economic crisis that has caused
shortages of food and medicine as it
faces the prospect of default to its
Russian and Chinese creditors Maduro
had to weather falling oil prices and a
wave of opposition protests that left 125
people dead between April and July.

Latest attempt    
Medina and Zapatero will hope their

efforts to find a solution in Venezuela 
are more fruitful than those of the

Vatican and the Union of South American
Nations who brokered the last meeting
between the two sides in October last
year. Those talks broke up a month later
with the opposition accusing the govern-
ment of failing to adhere to earlier agree-
ments to free political prisoners and pre-
pare elections. United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres expressed his
“full support” for the initiative, stressing

that the Venezuelan crisis requires a
“political solution based on dialogue.”

International powers accuse Maduro
of dismantling democracy by taking over
state institutions in order to resist opposi-
tion pressure for him to quit, amid an
economic crisis that has caused short-
ages of food and medicine. They accused
him of a blatant power grab in July after
the formation of a Constituent Assembly
packed with his allies which superseded
the opposition-dominated national
assembly. The opposition had refused to
participate in the election of members of
the Constituent Assembly, but decided to
contest regional polls set for October.

Earlier, French Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian raised the possibility of a
resumption of talks in the Dominican
Republic. In a statement published after
his meeting with Venezuelan Foreign
Minister Jorge Arreaza Montserrat, Le
Drian welcomed what he called “good
news,” expressing hope the move would
“result very quickly in concrete gestures on
the ground.” French President Emmanuel
Macron said last week that he considered
Maduro to be “a dictator.”—AFP 

Maduro accepts talks offer with Venezuela opposition

Romania rescues 150 
migrants in Black Sea   

MIDIA, Romania: Romanian authorities said yesterday
they had rescued more than 150 migrants in the Black
Sea, the fifth such incident since August amid rising
fears that a new migrant route to Europe is opening up.
Authorities said 153 people including 53 children and
51 women, many from Iraq, had been on board the ves-
sel when conditions turned choppy off Romania’s east-
ern coast in the night from Tuesday to yesterday. “The
sea had been very agitated, with waves of up three
meters. These people were in a very dangerous situation
and risked either drowning or seeing their boat sink,”
Cristian Cicu, a spokesman for the Constanta coast-
guard, said. 

MADRID: Spain’s state prosecutor yesterday ordered a
criminal probe of Catalan mayors who cooperate with an
October 1 independence referendum deemed illegal by
Madrid and threatened to arrest those who do not com-
ply. The prosecutors’ office ordered the mayors who have
agreed to help stage the vote be summoned to court as
official suspects and if they do not appear to “order their
arrest”, according to a copy of the ruling obtained by AFP.

Catalonia’s pro-separatist government has asked the
wealthy northeastern region’s 948 mayors to provide facil-
ities for polling stations for the plebiscite. So far over 700
mostly smaller municipalities have agreed to participate.
The ruling comes a day after prosecutors ordered police in
Catalonia to seize ballot boxes, election flyers and any oth-
er item that could be used in the referendum.

Prosecutors have already launched an official com-
plaint against Catalan president Carles Puigdemont and
members of his government over their referendum plans,
accusing them of civil disobedience, misfeasance and mis-
appropriation of public funds-the latter carrying jail sen-
tences of up to eight years. Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy’s
conservative government has vowed to do everything in
his power to stop the referendum. 

It argues Spain’s 1978 constitution stipulates that
regional governments cannot call an independence refer-
endum. Spain’s Constitutional Court has suspended a refer-
endum law that was fast-tracked through Catalonia’s
regional parliament last week but the Catalan government
has vowed to go ahead with the vote nonetheless. The
court has since 2015 declared regional independence refer-
endums to be unconstitutional. 

Economic worries 
Catalan authorities routinely ignore the court’s deci-

sions as they do not recognize its legitimacy. Catalonia,
which is roughly the size of Belgium and accounts for
about one-fifth of Spain’s economic output, and already
has significant powers over matters such as education and
healthcare. But Spain’s economic worries, coupled with a
perception that the region pays more in taxes than it
receives in investments and transfers from Madrid, have
helped push the cause of secession from the fringes of
Catalan politics to centre stage. Adding to the rise in sepa-
ratist sentiment was a 2010 ruling by the Constitutional
Court striking down parts of a 2006 autonomy charter
which granted new powers to Catalonia and recognized it
as “a nation”.  —AFP 

Spain prosecutors 
threaten to arrest 

Catalan mayors

CARACAS: This file photo shows Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, right,
speaking next to former president of Spanish government Jose Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero, left, and former president of Dominican Republic Leonel Fernandez,
center, at the end of a meeting in the Presidential Palace in Caracas.—AFP

ISLAMORADA: Evacuees from Hurricane Irma were early
yesterday returning to the Florida Keys, where sunrise will
give them a first glimpse of devastation that has left
countless homes and businesses in ruins. Categorized as
one of the most powerful Atlantic storms on record, Irma
claimed more than 60 lives, officials said. At least 18 peo-
ple died in Florida and destruction was widespread in the
Keys, where Irma made initial US landfall on Sunday to
become the second major hurricane to strike the main-
land this season.

A resort island chain that stretches from the tip of the
state into the Gulf of Mexico, the Keys are connected by a
bridges and causeways along a narrow route of nearly
100 miles. “I don’t have a house. I don’t have a job. I have
nothing,” said Mercedes Lopez, 50, whose family fled
north from the Keys town of Marathon on Friday and rode

out the storm at an Orlando hotel, only to learn their
home was destroyed, along with the gasoline station
where she worked.

“We came here, leaving everything at home, and we
go back to nothing,” Lopez said. Four families from
Marathon including hers planned to venture back yester-
day to salvage what they can. The Keys had been largely
evacuated by the time Irma barreled ashore as a Category
4 hurricane with sustained winds of up to 130 mph. Initial
damage assessments found 25 percent of homes there
were destroyed and 65 percent suffered major damage,
Federal Emergency Management Agency administrator
Brock Long said.

‘Sailboat in our backyard’   
Authorities allowed re-entry to the islands of Key Largo,

Tavernier and Islamorada for residents and business own-
ers on Tuesday. The extent of the devastation took many
of the first returnees by surprise. “I expected some fence
lines to be down and some debris,” said Orlando Morejon,
51, a trauma surgeon from Miami as he hacked away at a
tree blocking his Islamorada driveway. “We were not
expecting to find someone else’s sailboat in our backyard.”

A boil water notice was in effect for the Keys late on
Tuesday, while its airports remained closed to commercial
flights. Several major airports in Florida that had halted
passenger operations resumed with limited service on
Tuesday, including Miami International, one of the busiest
in the United States. All 42 bridges in Monroe County,
which includes the Keys, were deemed safe and one of
two washed out sections of US 1 Roadway was now navi-
gable, the county said on its Twitter account.

At the end of Islamorada, roughly the halfway point of
the Keys, police at a checkpoint turned around returning
residents seeking to travel farther south and waved
through utility crews, law enforcement and healthcare
workers. Authorities said they were barring re-entry to the
remainder of the Keys to allow more time to restore elec-
tricity, water, fuel and medical service. US officials have
said some 10,000 Keys residents stayed put when the
storm hit and may ultimately need to be evacuated.

Across Florida and nearby states, some 5.8 million
homes and businesses were late on Tuesday estimated to
be still without power, down from a peak of 7.4 million on
Monday. Florida’s largest utility, Florida Power & Light Co,
said western parts of Florida might be without electricity
until Sept. 22. The state’s largest city, Jacksonville, in its
northeastern corner, was still recovering from heavy flood-
ing yesterday.

While damage across Florida was severe, it paled in
comparison with devastation wrought by Irma in parts
of the Caribbean, which accounted for the bulk of the
hurricane’s fatalities. It destroyed about one-third of the
buildings on the Dutch-governed portion of the eastern
Caribbean island of St.  Martin, the Dutch Red Cross said
on Tuesday. Irma was a post-tropical cyclone late on
Tuesday as it drifted north as it brought rain to the
Mississippi Valley, the National Hurricane Center said. It
hit the United States soon after Hurricane Harvey,
which plowed into Houston late last month, killing
about 60 and causing some $180 billion in damage,
mostly from flooding.—Reuters

Shocked residents return to 
Irma-ravaged Florida Keys

More than 60 killed by storm, at least 18 in US

FLORIDA: A beachfront home shows damage from Hurricane Irma in Vilano Beach, Florida.—AFP

Seattle mayor quits after 
fifth sexual abuse claim   

LOS ANGELES: The mayor of the US Pacific Northwest
city of Seattle quit Tuesday after his younger cousin
became the fifth man to accuse the politician of sexual
abuse. Ed Murray, 62, who had already confirmed he
would not be seeking a second term, will step down
effective of 5:00 pm yesterday. “While the allegations
against me are not true, it is important that my personal
issues do not affect the ability of our city government to
conduct the public’s business,” he said in a statement.
Joseph Dyer, a 54-year-old dialysis technician, said
Murray forced him into sex for about a year while the
two shared a bedroom in the New York home of Dyer’s
mother when the alleged victim was 13.

WASHINGTON: As North Korea flaunts its new nuclear
muscle, Defense Secretary Jim Mattis is spotlighting the
overwhelming numerical superiority of America’s dooms-
day arsenal. Yesterday he is dropping in on ground zero of
American nuclear firepower: Minot Air Force base in North
Dakota, home to more than 100 land-based nuclear mis-
siles as well as nuclear bomb-toting aircraft. He also will
receive briefings at Strategic Command, whose top officer
would command nuclear forces in war.

The visits were scheduled before a recent series of North
Korean nuclear and missile tests, but they give Mattis a
chance to highlight what the Air Force touts as an always-
ready fleet of land-based missiles and B-52 bombers
equipped to deliver nuclear devastation to nearly any point
on the globe in short order. Minot and Strategic Command
headquarters at Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska also are
timely backdrops for a related political message: 

The Trump administration intends to press ahead with a
multibillion-dollar modernization of the entire nuclear
arsenal. The Pentagon is in the midst of an in-depth review
of nuclear weapons policy, but it seems already clear that
upgrading the Cold War-era nuclear force is a foregone
conclusion. Last month the Pentagon signaled its inten-
tions by awarding two key contracts. One was to Northrop
Grumman and Boeing, totaling nearly $700 million, for fur-
ther development of an intercontinental ballistic missile, or
ICBM, to replace the Minuteman 3. 

The other was to Lockheed Martin and Raytheon for
$1.8 billion to work on a new nuclear-armed, air-launched
cruise missile. The Air Force also is proceeding with devel-
opment of a next-generation nuclear-capable bomber,
dubbed the B-21 Raider, and the Navy is building a new
fleet of strategic nuclear submarines. How this fits into the
broader defense budget in coming years is unclear.
Kingston Reif, a nuclear policy specialist at the Arms
Control Association, says his analysis of budget figures sug-
gests that the total cost over 30 years could approach $1.5
trillion, when adjusting for inflation.

“The current approach exceeds what is necessary for
deterrence and assumes that the United States will main-
tain a nuclear arsenal like the one it has now for decades to
come,” Reif said, noting the Obama administration had
determined that the nuclear arsenal could be cut further
without sacrificing security. Air Force Secretary Heather
Wilson said on Monday that there is no practical alternative
to modernizing the force. “At some point, stuff just breaks,”
she said, referring to the Minuteman 3, which was first
deployed in 1970. “The materials just are not able to be
maintained anymore.”

Easily targeted, not easily destroyed 
Mattis in recent weeks has all but dismissed the idea - he

himself raised it in congressional testimony two years ago -
that the country might be better off eliminating the ICBM
fleet. In June, the Air Force finished reducing the number of
Minuteman 3 missiles by 50 to a total of 400, the lowest
since 1962. But Mattis appears to have been persuaded by
the argument that keeping ICBMs deployed in under-
ground silos sprinkled across the western Great Plains is key
to deterrence because an attacker would have to use hun-
dreds of weapons to destroy all 400 launch facilities.

“It’s going to soak up a lot” of an enemy’s arsenal, he said
last month, referring to the Minuteman launch sites in
North Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado and Nebraska.
Because these are fixed sites known to an adversary, they
are easily targeted, although perhaps not easily destroyed.
Minot hosts the 91st Missile Wing, which operates one-third
of the nation’s 400 Minuteman 3 missiles, as well as the 5th
Bomb Wing, which flies nuclear-capable B-52 bombers.

Minot in recent years was at the center of trouble in the
ICBM force, including lapses in morale, training, perform-
ance and management. The Air Force has made an effort
since 2014 to correct those weaknesses, which had accu-
mulated over a period of years, with little attention from
Congress. Mattis himself has been something of a nuclear
skeptic. Pentagon leaders usually are cheerleaders for the
nuclear establishment, in part because it has been at the
heart of US security strategy for many decades and in part
because it is politically unpopular to question the way that
establishment manages the nuclear force. —AP

Amid North Korea crisis, Mattis 
focuses on US doomsday arsenal

WASHINGTON: In this file photo, Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis listens on Capitol Hill in Washington, while testi-
fying before the Senate Armed Services Committee
hearing on the Pentagon’s budget.—AFP


