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capital market this year, but its financing costs will
increase. The standoff could also impair the sustainability
of Bahrain’s currency peg to the US dollar and will also
increase the cost of borrowing for the kingdom, the poor-
est of the six oil-rich GCC nations. The diplomatic rift will
inevitably impair the functioning of the GCC more severely
as the row prolongs.

Meanwhile, the head of the Qatar Investment Authority
said yesterday that the lingering Gulf political crisis was
having little impact on the $300 billion sovereign wealth
fund of the gas-rich nation. In a rare public appearance,
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Mohamed Bin Saud Al-Thani, chief
executive at the QIA, said there was “no problem” for the
fund despite the crisis passing the 100-day mark.

“We are still open for business and business as usual,”
Sheikh Abdullah said in an address at the Carnegie Mellon
University in Qatar. “We are fine,” he added. Qatar has
found itself regionally isolated since June 5. Pressed on the
impact of the crisis several times, Sheikh Abdullah said the
QIA’s exposure to those countries leading the boycott was

“very, very small” and added that the fund would continue
its recent policy of targeting hi-tech and infrastructure
companies in the United States. 

“The future is technology,” he said. Among the compa-
nies in which the QIA was investing were those in the
health sector using hi-tech solutions for cancer treatment,
said Sheikh Abdullah. In 2015 he announced that the QIA
would invest up to $35 billion in the United States over the
following five years, after targeting high-profile acquisi-
tions in Europe. Last December it was also announced the
fund would invest $10 billion in US infrastructure projects.

He said yesterday that around half of that $45 billion
had been invested. The QIA has opened an office in New
York and will do so soon in the Silicon Valley, he added. “If
you want to invest in the States, you have to have boots on
the ground,” he said. Earlier this week it was announced
that the QIA and Swiss commodities trader Glencore had
sold a major part of a stake they had only recently
acquired in Russian oil giant Rosneft to Chinese conglom-
erate CEFC. The QIA is considered one of the world’s
biggest sovereign funds, swollen by Qatar’s massive gas
and oil revenues. —  Agencies

Regional dispute hurting GCC economies...
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links to Islamist activity or obvious history of opposi-
tion. Protests are banned in Saudi Arabia, as are political
parties. Unions are illegal, the press is controlled and
criticism of the royal family can lead to prison. Riyadh
says it does not have political prisoners, but senior offi-
cials have said monitoring activists is needed to main-
tain social stability. The detentions reported by activists
follow widespread speculation, denied by officials, that
King Salman intends to abdicate to his son, Crown
Prince Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, who dom-
inates economic, diplomatic and domestic policy.

There are also growing tensions with Qatar over its
alleged support of Islamists, including the Muslim
Brotherhood which is listed by Riyadh as a terrorist
organization. Some Twitter users expressed support for
the government’s approach, using the “We’re all
Security” hashtag. “No flattery, no silence whether for a
relative or friend in securing the homeland,” said one.
“Defend your security. Chaos starts with slogans of free-
dom and reform. Do not believe them.” Another user
called on people to photograph any “low-lifes” protest-
ing tomorrow and upload them to the app.

‘Orwellian reality’
Human Rights Watch, a New York-based watchdog,

condemned the government dragnet, saying it called
into question the authorities’ commitment to free
speech and the rule of law. “Saudi Arabia is reaching a
new level of Orwellian reality when it goes beyond
security services’ repression and outsources monitoring
of citizens’ online comments to other citizens,” said
Middle East director Sarah Leah Whitson, referring to
English writer George Orwell ’s dystopian novel
“Nineteen Eighty-Four”.

“Saudi Arabia’s new leadership is quickly showing it
has no tolerance for critical thought or speech and is

marshalling Saudi society to enforce red lines by spying
on itself.” The government has not clearly acknowl-
edged this week’s detentions or responded to requests
for comment. But state news agency SPA said on
Tuesday authorities had uncovered “intelligence activi-
ties for the benefit of foreign parties” by a group of peo-
ple it did not identify.

A Saudi security source said the suspects were
accused of “espionage activities and having contacts with
external entities including the Muslim Brotherhood”,
which Riyadh has classified as a terrorist organization.
The government toughened its stance on dissent follow-
ing the Arab Spring in 2011 after it averted unrest by
offering billions of dollars in handouts and state spend-
ing. But the Brotherhood, which represents an ideologi-
cal threat to Riyadh’s dynastic system of rule, has gained
power elsewhere in the region.

Since the kingdom’s founding, the ruling Al Saud fami-
ly has enjoyed a close alliance with clerics of the ultra-
conservative Wahhabi school of Islam. In return, the cler-
ics have espoused a political philosophy that demands
obedience to the ruler. By contrast, the Muslim
Brotherhood advances an active political doctrine urging
revolutionary action, which flies in the face of Wahhabi
teaching. The Brotherhood-inspired Sahwa movement in
the 1990s agitated to bring democracy to Saudi Arabia
and criticized the ruling family for corruption, social liber-
alization and working with the West, including allowing
US troops into the kingdom during the 1991 Iraq war. 

The Sahwa were largely undermined by a mixture of
repression and co-optation but remain active. The Al-
Saud family has always regarded Islamist groups as the
biggest internal threat to its rule over a country in which
appeals to religious sentiment cannot be lightly dis-
missed and an Al-Qaeda campaign a decade ago killed
hundreds. Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Egypt cut diplomatic and transport links
with Qatar in June over its alleged support for Islamist
militants, a charge that Doha denies. —  Reuters

Saudis urged to report on each other’s...
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Al-Sabeeh highlighted Kuwait’s status as one of the
important oil-producing countries in the world, and a
country that utilizes oil and gas incomes to implement
its government’s development efforts. The United
Nations Development Program (UNDP), International
Finance Corporation (IFC) and IPIECA launched the joint
report, “Mapping the oil and gas industry to the
Sustainable Development Goals: An Atlas,” on July 24,
according to UNDP’s website.

The report illustrates how the oil and gas industry
links to and can contribute to address each of the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by integrating
into core business operations and by identifying oppor-
tunities for oil and gas companies to collaborate with
other stakeholders, and leverage experiences and
resources to implement each goal. 

The minister affirmed government keenness on but-

tressing renewable energy sector. Kuwait has made tan-
gible progress in sustainable development, she said.
The Cabinet is currently pondering a mega renewable
energy project following the successful venture in Al-
Shaqaya. The National Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprise Development has encouraged young entre-
preneurs to invest in sustainable energy projects, such
as treating plastic and paper waste and transforming
them into energy.

A plant, run by young Kuwaitis, will be launched in
October. It will be the first of its kind in the country.
The UN report said that emissions from oil and gas
sectors can be totally stopped. It also noted that the
sector could help in the efforts against poverty by
securing energy to all parts of the world. Moreover,
these sectors can be helpful for attaining goals of sus-
tainable development by improving teaching, achiev-
ing gender equality and securing clean water
resources.— Agencies 

Kuwait investing in oil profits 

Continued from Page 1

However, the project was short-lived and, in time, the
mines and factories in Bouarfa shut down, until the
desert region with its lunar landscapes was rediscov-
ered by Kunz and the location scouts for “Spectre”.
Exterior shots of the train making its way through the
desert darkness were used in the Bond movie, a star-
studded spy thriller with Daniel Craig reprising the role
of 007. 

One of the most striking sequences in the film
depicts a romantic dinner between Bond and a charac-
ter played by French actress Lea Seydoux that is inter-
rupted by the villain Mr Hinx, played by wrestler Dave
Bautista. The resulting fight between Bond and Hinx in
a train carriage has been praised by some critics as one
of the best scenes in the whole movie.

The tourist train that Kunz hires from Morocco’s
national railway operator is not quite as luxurious as the
one featured in “Spectre”. Tourists can choose from a
first-class, air-conditioned carriage and another that
dates back to the 1960s, in which they can open the win-
dows to take in the scenery and snap pictures. The train
moves at a top speed of 50 kilometers per hour, but this
can often drop to 10 kph and sometimes the train has to
come to a complete halt because of sand on the tracks.

When that happens, workers resort to shovels to get
rid of the sand before the train can proceed. “Some peo-
ple buy BMWs but I bought myself a train,” Kunz says,
with a chuckle, recalling how he struggled to make a
profit with his desert train project. In a good year, he
says, he makes five to six trips between Oujda and
Bouarfa. On the route to Bouarfa, the first dozen or so
kilometers are through a fertile plain, and then the train
passes through the Tiouli tunnel.

After that it is mostly desert. Along the way, passen-
gers see abandoned train stations-and the more
unusual sight of a former Roman Catholic church
turned into a judo club, near a mosque. Kunz is hoping
to transform one of the abandoned stations into a
restaurant, but for the time being dinner is served in
the train.

The chef, Aziz, prepares local specialities-spicy tajine
stews and mint tea-for the tourists. “This train is impor-
tant. It creates jobs and helps promote our country,”
Aziz says. One of the passengers on the Oriental Desert
Express is Mona, a young Moroccan based in Paris. “It is
a welcome change of scenery. It’s nothing but an infi-
nite desert behind us and ahead of us,” she says. “There’s
an extraordinary atmosphere on the train,” she adds,
comparing its slow progress through the Saharan sands
to being rocked in a cradle. — AFP 

Morocco’s tourists make tracks on ‘desert...
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One prominent Syrian human rights group, the
Video and Documentation Center in Syria, said it will
stop using YouTube and will set up its own storage
and platform. “The risk became very big now and we
don’t trust this platform anymore for keeping viola-
tions evidence,” Husam AlKatlaby, VDC executive
director, said in an email.

VDC, registered in Switzerland, has specialized in
documenting rights violations since 2011.  Its founders
are prominent activists, including one still missing
after being kidnapped by gunmen in Syria. The group
limited access to its YouTube channel since 2014, after
the company warned it over graphic content. But not
everyone can afford to go on their own. Also, YouTube
provides activists with personal accounts for free and
technological tools to edit, translate and upload any-
time - vital for people out in the field in dangerous cir-
cumstances taking video of events.  

Activists used YouTube first to report on the peace-
ful protests that erupted in 2011 against the rule of
President Bashar Assad, using videos taken on mobile
phones. As the conflict got bloody, so did the videos,
catching the immediate aftermath of  chemical
attacks, spectacular aerial bombings, rescuers pulling
children from rubble, and new strikes hitting rescuers
and survivors. Militant groups uploaded videos of
beheadings. Government supporters uploaded their
own imagery and propaganda.

Often, the images were the only thing to grab the
world’s attention in an intractable conflict. A video
last year that was viewed more than 4.3 million times
showed a child covered in blood and dust after surviv-
ing an airstrike in Aleppo, as government forces
advanced to recapture the city from rebels.  YouTube
previously relied in part on a system of community

flagging of content deemed inappropriate. In the
Syrian context, that often turned political. Supporters
and opponents of the Syrian government have waged
digital wars reporting each other’s channels or videos,
prompting YouTube to close some. Many videos were
lost, including footage of a 2013 chemical attack in a
Damascus suburb.

Under pressure in Europe and the West to do more
to rein in extremist content, YouTube introduced a
number of new measures, including machine learn-
ing, which trains itself to recognize patterns in enor-
mous numbers of videos and police “objectionable”
material, which then is reviewed by human experts to
determine if it should be taken down. A YouTube
spokesperson said the machine learning can remove
“a lot of content at a scale.” “The vast majority of time
our reviewers get it right. And when we make mis-
takes, we act quickly to correct them,” the spokesper-
son said, speaking on condition of anonymity in line
with company regulations.

The spokesperson said activists need to improve
their data when uploading videos, properly identify
them as documenting rights violations and provide
context. Meanwhile, the machine learning is being
tweaked. But the closures’ suddenness and breadth
stunned those documenting the conflict. Many oppo-
sition activists already feel the international political
world is turning against them as the Syrian govern-
ment and its allies make major battlefield gains. Some
were convinced the YouTube shutdowns were
because of political pressure.

“There are attempts to finish off the conflict in
Syria by any means, including having no coverage or
a total blackout on the media by the Syrian opposi-
tion,” said Tala Kharrat, spokesman for Qasioun News
Agency, a news platform whose channel was among
those shut down and subsequently reopened on

appeal.  Another prominent news platform, the
Shaam News Network, has nearly 400,000 videos on
its YouTube channel, viewed some 90 million times. In
July, its operators found a message saying their chan-
nel no longer exists.

Mizyan Altawil, spokesman for SNN, said his net-
work is no stranger to scrutiny of its content, but this
time the shutdown was different, with no prior warn-
ing. Even more confusing, the channel was reinstated,
only to be closed again, then reopened. “We are con-
stantly on the alert,” Altawil said.  The Syrian Archive
reached out to activists and media groups affected by
the removal and contacted YouTube to restore them.
With a team of six and a budget of $96,000, the

Archive is also downloading videos to its own server,
an expensive and labor-intensive endeavor. The group
is partially funded by Google through its Digital News
Initiative.  

Al-Khatib said the group knew the issue will come
up one day, given the concerns over proliferation of
violent content, and that it was always a “grey area”
how long YouTube would handle graphic material.
But, he said, the best evidence for war crimes can
come from videos showing violence, even ones
uploaded by the perpetrators with the intent to ter-
rorize, like an execution video.  “If they take it down,
there will be no graphic content but there will be no
evidence.” — AP 

History of Syria’s war at risk 


