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NA will not be dissolved; 
Speaker denies rumors

Next Assembly term to open October 24
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouk Al-
Ghanem yesterday denied rumors that claim the
Assembly will be dissolved soon, saying the rumors are
politically motivated to create tension. Ghanem said that
such rumors have been circulating since the start of the
first legislative term by “sides well known to all” with the
aim to incite tension and encourage MPs to escalate
threats notwithstanding the domestic and regional
developments.

The Speaker however did not name any sides. “There
is nothing related to the dissolution of the Assembly at
present. This decision is part of the powers enjoyed by
the Amir,” Ghanem said. Asked about expectations that
the next term will be hot taking into account a large
number of threats by MPs to grill ministers, the Speaker
said that grillings and other constitutional tools are part
of the lawmakers’ constitutional rights and its use is sub-
ject to their decisions.

Ghanem also announced that the next Assembly term
will open on October 24 as an Amiri decree was issued yes-
terday authorizing the Assembly to start the term on
October 24. The Speaker said the date had been chosen
after coordination with the Amir and the government.

In the meantime, more MPs announced their backing
of a draft law calling to reduce the retirement age for
men and women and make the retirement optional for
beneficiaries. A large number of lawmakers have submit-
ted a request to give priority to debating the draft law at
the start of the new Assembly term next month.

MP Mubarak Al-Harees said that retirement for Kuwaiti
employees must be granted after 15 to 20 years of serv-
ice without linking it to a specific age. 
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ARBIL: Voting began in northern Iraq yesterday in an
independence referendum organized by Kurdish
authorities, ignoring pressure from Baghdad, threats
from neighboring Turkey and Iran, and international
warnings it may ignite yet more regional conflict. The
vote, expected to deliver a comfortable “yes” for inde-
pendence, is not binding. 

However, it is designed to give Massoud Barzani,
who heads the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG),
a mandate to negotiate the secession of the oil pro-
ducing region with Baghdad and neighboring states.
For Iraqi Kurds - the largest ethnic group left stateless
when the Ottoman empire collapsed a century ago -
the referendum offers a historic opportunity despite
the intense international pressure to call it off.

“We have seen worse, we have seen injustice,
killings and blockades,” said Talat, waiting to cast a
vote in the regional capital of Arbil, as group of smil-
ing women, in traditional colorful Kurdish dress,
emerged from the school showing their fingers
stained with ink, a sign that they voted. The Kurds also
say the vote acknowledges their crucial contribution
in confronting Islamic State after it overwhelmed the
Iraqi army in 2014 and seized control of a third of Iraq.

But with roughly 30 million ethnic Kurds scattered
over international borders across the region, Tehran
and Ankara fear the spread of separatism to their own
Kurdish populations. 
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Kurds shrug off threats, vote in referendum 

ARBIL: Members of a Kurdish Peshmerga battalion show their ink-stained fingers in front of a Kurdish flag
after voting in the Kurdish independence referendum in Arbil yesterday. — AFP 


