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Indian woman burned
for leaving boyfriend   

NEW DELHI: A father and son have been arrested in
India for allegedly burning a woman alive over a
soured relationship, authorities said yesterday. The 18-
year-old was beaten by her former boyfriend and his
father before being doused in kerosene and set alight
in a district of Rajasthan state in western India, police
said. “She was attacked by the father-son duo and later
burnt alive,” local police officer Manish Charan told AFP.
He said the woman was returning home when the pair
accosted her late Saturday in a local market. The ex-
lover poured kerosene on the victim, but she was
unsure who set her ablaze, the officer said quoting her
dying statement.

Papua New Guinea 
market fire kills 10   

SYDNEY: Ten people believed to be Chinese died
when a supermarket caught fire in Papua New Guinea
while they were sleeping, reports and officials said yes-
terday. The disaster at the Splendid Star shop was
made worse by the lack of any proper fire-fighting
equipment in Manus province in the impoverished
Pacific nation’s north, where the blaze started early
Friday. The dead included six women and four men.
Manus provincial police commander Chief Inspector
David Yapu said the fire in Lorengau town quickly
engulfed the building, trapping the 10 inside. “The fire
spread out quickly and into the bedrooms where the
10 were sleeping,” Yapu told The National newspaper.

Fireworks factory 
blast in India kills 9     

NEW DELHI: A blaze at an illegal fireworks factory in
eastern India killed nine workers who were stocking
up ahead of the Hindu festival of Diwali next month,
police said yesterday. The fire broke out at the factory
in Jharkhand state late Sunday after an explosion. “The
unit was being run illegally and there was a huge stock
of fireworks in preparation for Diwali,” district police
superintendent Prabhat Kumar told AFP. “The fire start-
ed at 4:30 in the evening. Police and fire officials
reached there soon. But intermittent explosions con-
tinued till midnight.” —Agencies 
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Sri Lanka arrests man 
with gold-filled bottom

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka customs arrested an India-bound air
passenger attempting with “difficulty” to smuggle nearly
one kilogram of gold stuffed in his rectum, a spokesman
said yesterday. Officials were alerted when the 45-year-old
Sri Lankan behaved “suspiciously” at Colombo airport’s
departure lounge on Sunday, spokesman Sunil Jayaratne
said. “He was called for a thorough screening after customs
officers noticed him walking with difficulty and appearing
to be in pain,” Jayaratne told AFP. He said a close examina-
tion revealed the gold wrapped in black plastic sheets.
Among the 904 grams of gold recovered were seven yel-
low “biscuits” and six chains. The haul was valued at 4.5 mil-
lion rupees ($30,000). He described him as a courier for an
organized smuggling ring.

JERUSALEM: Palestinian Prime Minister
Rami Hamdallah will travel to Gaza on
October 2 as part of a fresh push to end
a decade-long split between Fatah and
Hamas, which runs the enclave, his gov-
ernment said yesterday. The visit follows
concessions by Islamist group Hamas
after discussions with Egypt, which has
urged it to take steps towards reconcilia-
tion with Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas’s Fatah, based in the occupied
West Bank.

Fatah and Hamas have been divided
for a decade, with separate administra-
tions in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
“Prime minister Rami Hamdallah has

decided after consulting with President
Mahmud Abbas that the government
will hold its weekly meeting in Gaza
next week,” government spokesman
Yusuf Al Mahmoud said in a statement
published by official Palestinian news
agency WAFA.

“Hamdallah and members of the
government will arrive in Gaza next
Monday to start taking over govern-
ment responsibi l i t ies  af ter  Hamas
announced its agreement to dissolve
the administrat ive committee and
enable the government to assume its
full responsibilities.”Hamdallah, who is
not believed to have travelled to the

Gaza Strip since 2015, also wrote about
the visit on his Facebook page. “I am
heading to the beloved Gaza Strip next
Monday with the government and all
bodies, authorities and security servic-
es,” he wrote. “We hope all parties and
al l  Palest inians wi l l  focus on the
national interest to enable the govern-
ment to continue carrying out all of its
functions in a way which serves the
Palestinian citizens first.”  

Hamas said a week ago that it had
agreed to steps towards resolving the
split with Abbas’s Fatah, announcing it
would dissolve a body seen as a rival
government-known as the administra-

tive committee-and was ready to hold
elections. The statement came after
Hamas leaders held talks with Egyptian
officials and with the Gaza Strip facing a
mounting humanitarian crisis.

The UN envoy for the Middle East
peace process,  Nickolay Mladenov,
urged the two factions not to “miss this
last opportunity to bring unity ”.
“Everybody recognises that the situation
in which Gaza’s humanitarian problems
risk exploding is extremely dangerous
for everyone,” he said while on a visit to
Gaza yesterday. “If we miss this opportu-
nity, I don’t think another opportunity
will come anytime soon.”

It remains unclear whether the steps
will result in further concrete action
towards ending the deep division with
Fatah. Hamas for now continues to run a
de facto separate administration in the
Gaza Strip and is in charge of security
forces there. 

Previous attempts to resolve the split
have repeatedly failed. The last attempt
at a unity government fell apart in 2015,
with the two sides exchanging blame.
Hamas has run Gaza since 2007, having
seized it in a near civil war from Fatah
following a dispute over parliamentary
elections won by the Islamist movement
the previous year. —AFP 

Palestinian PM to visit Gaza for reconciliation efforts

MEXICO CITY: Search teams were still digging in dan-
gerous piles of rubble yesterday, hoping against the
odds to find survivors at collapsed buildings in Mexico
City, where the death toll from the Sept. 19 earthquake
rose to 186, and 324 nationwide. Officials said they had
cleared only 103 of Mexico City’s nearly 9,000 schools to
reopen yesterday. The need to inspect 98 percent of the
capital’s public and private schools nearly a week after a
magnitude 7.1 earthquake killed at least 182 people in
the city and 138 in nearby states was a stark indicator of
just how long the path back to normalcy will be.

Federal Education Secretary Aurelio Nuno said it
could take a couple more weeks to inspect all of the
schools, and the government will announce each day
which schools have been cleared to resume classes. For
schools found to have structural damage, students
could be put in temporary classrooms. “For the safety
of the boys, the girls, the teachers and for the peace of
mind, of course, of all the fathers and all the mothers,
all schools will be inspected,” Nuno said.

Rescue operations aimed at finding living survivors
remained active in at least three sites in Mexico City -
two apartment buildings and an office building - but
hope dimmed every time rescuers had to retreat due to
instability of debris. But no one has been found alive
since Wednesday, when a woman was pulled from
debris. As darkness fell Sunday, prayers were held by
families who have been gathered near the collapsed
office hoping missing relatives will be found. 

‘Distrust of authorities’ 
A crowd of onlookers watching swelled, and so did

the number of volunteer workers. Teachers at one cor-
ner tried to entertain children of some of the waiting
families. There also appeared to be more people offer-
ing psychological support. Hugo Luna, whose cousin
Erika Gabriela Albarran was believed trapped in the
fallen building, complained that officials had not
immediately informed families when two bodies were
removed Saturday night. “There is a lot of distrust of
authorities,” he said.

His aunt, who was also inside the building when the
quake hit but escaped, is traumatized, he said. “Nothing
happened to her, but now she has panic attacks,” Luna
said. “You open the door, she hears a noise and she gets
scared.” For the family of Adrian Moreno, a missing 26-
year-old human resources worker at an accounting
firm, the emotional roller coaster is getting to be too
much. Moreno’s mother had a look of anguish and
largely stopped being able to speak. His boyfriend,
Dario Hernandez, also looked lost, his gaze tear-stained
and unfocused. —AP

Searchers dig as 
Mexico City reopens 
just 1% of schools

British climber dies
on Nepal mountain 

KATHMANDU: A British climber has died while attempting
to climb Nepal’s Mount Manaslu, the world’s eighth tallest
peak, the expedition organizer said yesterday. The moun-
taineer fell ill at the last camp before the 8,156-meter sum-
mit and died as he was being taken down the mountain.
“We have confirmed that one person, a British national, has
died between camp two and three. He went up to camp
four but was not feeling well and was descending with our
staff,” said Iswari Poudel, head of the Himalayan Guides
Nepal climbing agency. The agency did not name the man.

Man arrested over 
train bomb attack   

LONDON: Police yesterday arrested a 20-year-old man in
Wales in connection with the London Underground train
bombing this month, bringing the number of people in
custody to four. The man was arrested before dawn by
counter-terrorism officers in the Welsh capital Cardiff and
has been taken to a police station in London for question-
ing. Police did not name the suspect but said he was arrest-
ed under the Terrorism Act. An 18-year-old man, Ahmed
Hassan, was charged on Friday with attempted murder and
the use of explosives. Two other men, aged 25 and 30, who
were arrested in Newport in Wales last week, are still being
questioned.

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump issued a new
open-ended travel ban Sunday that saw North Korea,
Venezuela and Chad among a list of eight countries cited
for poor security and lack of cooperation with US authori-
ties. The new restrictions replace an expiring 90-day meas-
ure that had locked Trump in political and legal battles
since he took office in January over what critics alleged
was an effort to block Muslims from the country. 

But the White House stressed that the measure was to
protect the United States from terror attacks. “We are tak-
ing action today to protect the safety and security of the
American people by establishing a minimum security
baseline for entry into the United States,” Trump said in a
statement. “We cannot afford to continue the failed poli-
cies of the past, which present an unacceptable danger to
our country.  My highest obligation is to ensure the safety
and security of the American people, and in issuing this
new travel order, I am fulfilling that sacred obligation.”

Iraq kept off list 
Sudan, one of the six majority-Muslim countries on the

original travel ban, was removed from the list. The US has
recently praised Sudan’s efforts in fighting terrorism ahead
of a decision expected in October on whether to lift
decades-old sanctions on Khartoum. Full bans were newly
placed on nationals from North Korea and Chad, and
extended for five countries on the original list: Iran, Libya,
Somalia, Syria and Yemen.

Limited restrictions meanwhile were placed on
Venezuela, for officials from government agencies includ-
ing interior and foreign ministries, the main police and
intelligence services, and other agencies. Trump’s order
said Caracas was not cooperating on security issues.
Officials speaking on background stressed that the deci-
sion was taken after an extensive review of high-risk coun-
tries by the Department of Homeland Security, which were
all given the opportunity to improve their security stan-
dards. The DHS report also said that Iraq did not meet its
baseline security requirements. But because Baghdad is a
close ally and supports the presence of large numbers of
US troops and civilians, officials said, the White House opt-
ed not to place Iraq on the list. But US-bound travelers
there will face much tougher vetting.

“If you can’t screen people effectively to know who’s
coming into your country, then you shouldn’t allow people
from that country to travel,” said White House National
Security Advisor HR McMaster. Trump administration offi-
cials stressed that the restrictions are “conditions-based,
not time-based,” indicating that significant improvements
by countries could see them delisted from the travel ban.

Not a ‘Muslim ban’ 
The officials also said the addition of North Korea and

Venezuela demonstrated that the measure was based on
security standards and was not a “Muslim ban,” as detrac-
tors have argued. That accusation was accepted by federal
appeals courts in lawsuits that blocked the first efforts by
Trump to set the ban, in January and March. The ban,
which also included a broader, 120-day ban on refugees
that expires next month, will be argued in the Supreme
Court on October 10.

“Religion, or the religious origin of individuals or
nations, was not a factor,” a senior government official
told reporters. “ The inclusion of those countries,
Venezuela and North Korea, was about the fact that
those governments are simply not compliant with our
basic security requirements.” But Becca Heller, director of
the International Refugee Assistance Project, said that of
the three countries added, “Chad is majority Muslim,
travel from North Korea is already basically frozen and
the restrictions on Venezuela only affect government
officials on certain visas. You can’t get any more trans-
parent than that.”

On the decision to remove Sudan, she said: “Last week,
the government ended Temporary Protected Status for

Sudan, suggesting that the government of Sudan was
pressured into agreeing to accept massive numbers of
deported Sudanese nationals from the US in exchange
for being dropped from the travel ban.” “President Trump’s
original sin of targeting Muslims cannot be cured by
throwing other countries onto his enemies list,” added
Anthony Romero of the American Civil Liberties Union.

North Korea, locked in a dangerous face-off with
Washington over its nuclear weapons program, was
added, the order said, because Pyongyang “does not
cooperate with the United States government in any
respect.” Chad was added to the list even though Trump’s
order called it “an important and valuable counterterror-
ism partner.” It pointed to the presence in the northern
African country of designated terror groups like the so-
called Islamic State, Al-Qaeda and Boko Haram, and said
the government does not adequately share security and
terrorism-related information. The bans for the five coun-
tries from the previous 90-day order, which expired
Sunday, would immediately continue under the new
order. For North Korea, Chad, and Venezuela, the restric-
tions will be implemented starting October 18. —AFP 

N Korea, Venezuela, Chad among 
countries on new US travel ban

8 countries cited for poor security, lack of cooperation

PYONGYANG: In this June 27, 2015, file photo, passengers board an Air Koryo plane bound for Beijing, at the
Pyongyang International Airport. —AP 

AIN ISSA: Nariman Abdullah has
plans for her return to her Syrian
home town Raqa: she’s going to walk
through the streets in full make-up,
something the Islamic State group
strictly forbade.  The jihadists who rav-
aged Raqa are on the verge of losing
their one-time Syrian bastion, and in a
camp for those displaced from the
city, talk is now turning to resuming
life in a liberated Raqa.

Abdullah, 19, was a care assistant
before IS seized Raqa in 2014.  She
finally fled the city three months ago,
after the US-backed Syrian Democratic
Forces broke into it as part of their
campaign to oust the jihadists.  Like
thousands of others, she found shelter
at a camp in Ain Issa, some 50 kilome-
ters north of the city.

“When I go back to Raqa, I’ll wear
make-up again... I’ll listen to the music
that we missed, because it was forbid-
den,” she tells AFP, dressed in a fuchsia
robe with a headscarf framing her
face. IS’s ultra-radical interpretation of
Islam forced women under their rule
to cover themselves from head to toe
when outside, wearing a black robe,
face veil and even gloves. Make-up,
music and celebrations were all strict-
ly forbidden.  “I’ll wear trousers, like
before... I’ll put on headphones and
stroll through the streets again listen-
ing to music,” she says excitedly.  “I
miss everything about Raqa... even
the water is different there.”

‘We’ll sing in the streets’ 
Elsewhere in the camp, women ask

the newest arrivals from Raqa for
news of their city. “When can we go
home?” one asks plaintively. Beside
them, children with their faces cov-
ered in dust play barefoot, laughing
loudly and flying paper planes. One
sings a traditional song from Raqa as
they play.  When a group of displaced
learn that an AFP photographer has
been inside Raqa recently, they clam-
or to see photos on his camera of their
city.  In a frenzy of excitement, they
point to familiar streets and places in
the pictures, but their faces fall as the
extent of the destruction dawns on
them.  Qais Al-Buqan, 27, has just a

single dream: to return to his home
town and open a music school.

He taught a number of instruments
before the jihadists arrived, including
the piano and accordion. “For years
now I haven’t been able to play or
teach. I want to go back, open a music
school and teach again,” the skinny
young man tells AFP, refusing to be
photographed. He also hopes to
organize a concert in the Al-Rashid
garden, which was the largest in the
city and, he says, the most beautiful.
He wants to “play before an audience
in an atmosphere of joy”. Buqan says
he dreams about Raqa, and cannot
wait to go back. He and his musician
friends will “sing in the streets and
everyone will hear us”,

‘War has taken everything’ 
For Ahmad Al-Nawfal, the desire to

go home is as much about leaving
the Ain Issa camp, where the dis-
placed have few resources.  “We hate
the camp and living in it. We’re wait-
ing for the moment when they say

‘you can go back to Raqa’-it’ll be a
day of celebration,” the 45-year-old
says. But he does admit he is anxious
about how he will find the city upon
his return.

“We’re afraid that our houses will
be mined and our children will die
and we’ll lose our lives after we have
lost everything,” he says outside his
tent, holding a cup of tea. Near
Nawfal’s tent, a woman brushes her
daughter’s hair, while others prepare a
meal. In a large tent with subdivisions
that shelters several families, Amal
Jassem Al-Jomaa sits alone on the
ground, listening to her radio.  

The 35-year-old lost her husband
during the war, and her in-laws took
custody of their seven children, accus-
ing her family of being IS sympathiz-
ers. “This war has taken everything
from me-my husband, my children,
my home,” she says sadly. “I hope that
my children will return to me and we’ll
live together in Raqa, and forget all
the pain we have lived through in this
war.” —AFP

Syrians plan joyous return to Raqa

COLOMBO: This handout photo released by the Sri
Lanka Customs Office yesterday shows a Sri Lankan
customs official displaying gold that had been found
stuffed in a man’s rectum at the country’s main interna-
tional airport. —AFP 

BAGHDAD: Iraq yesterday execut-
ed 42 Sunni Muslim militants con-
victed on terrorism charges rang-
ing from killing members of securi-
ty forces to detonating car bombs.
The biggest mass execution this
year in Iraq came after the govern-
ment came after Sunni suicide
attacks killed at least 60 people
near the southern city of Nassiriya,
a Shiite area, on Sept 14, prompt-
ing Shi’ite demands for tougher
judicial action.

The Justice Ministry said on
Sunday the 42 had been hanged at
a prison in Nassiriya, three months
after 14 other militants were exe-
cuted following convictions for ter-
rorism. Islamic State claimed
responsibility for three suicide
attacks targeting restaurants and a
security checkpoint near Nassiriya.

Relatives of victims were invited to
witness Sunday’s executions, the
justice ministry said.

“Despite all the pain inside me
after losing my two brothers in the
suicide attacks, when I saw the ter-
rorists dangling from the rope I felt
relief,” said Fadhil Abdul Ameer
from Nassiriya. 

Islamic State’s self-declared
caliphate, declared in 2014 after it
captured wide areas of northern
and western Iraq, effectively col-
lapsed in July when U.S.-backed
Iraqi forces captured Mosul, the
group’s de facto capital in Iraq. 

But recent deadly bomb attacks
in Baghdad and other cities show
the jihadists remain capable of
guerrilla-style warfare, a tactical
shift away from seeking territorial
conquest. —Reuters 

Iraq hangs 42 militants 
convicted of terrorism


