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At present, retirement is granted after 30 years of service
or when employees reach 55 years of age. MP Nasser Al-
Dossari said that approving the law urgently has become a
necessity and warned the government against attempting
to obstruct its approval. The lawmaker said the draft law
must be discussed and approved in the first session of the

Assembly. Meanwhile, the Court of Cassation has post-
poned its ruling on the government decision to hike fuel
prices until Thursday. 

The lower court had annulled the government decision
and called for scrapping the increase in petrol prices but the
ruling was overturned by the Court of Appeals. Now, the
final ruling will be made by the Court of Cassation whose
rulings cannot be challenged.

NA will not be dissolved; Speaker denies...
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The US State Department warned the KRG last week
that “holding the referendum in disputed areas is partic-
ularly provocative and destabilizing.” The KRG is holding
the referendum not only in the long-standing Kurdish
autonomous region of Iraq, but also in wider areas in
the north of the country into which its forces have
advanced in the fight to defeat Islamic State. 

These areas also have large non-Kurdish populations.
The Turkish Foreign Ministry said Ankara did not recog-
nize the referendum and would view its outcome as null
and void, adding that the Iraqi Kurdish government was
threatening the peace and stability of Iraq and the whole
region. Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said that his govern-
ment was evaluating steps regarding its border gates
with northern Iraq and air space in response to the vote. 

Ankara would make decisions in more direct talks
with the Iraqi central government after the referendum,
adding that economic, political, diplomatic and military
steps were being discussed, he said in an interview with
Turkish broadcasters. Ankara’s forces are again fighting
a Kurdish insurgency in Turkey following the collapse of
a peace process.

Flight ban
Polling stations opened their doors at 8:00 am and

should close at 6:00 pm. The final results should be
announced within 72 hours. The voting is open to all
registered residents, Kurds and non-Kurds, in the
Kurdish-held areas of northern Iraq aged 18 and over,
according to the referendum commission. The commis-
sion estimates the number of eligible voters at 5.2 mil-
lion, including those living abroad and who started
casting electronic ballots two days ago.

Voters should tick yes or no on the ballot asking
them just one question in Kurdish, Turkish, Arabic and
Assyrian: “do you want the Kurdistan Region and
Kurdistani areas outside the (Kurdistan) Region to

become an independent country?” Iran declared a ban
on direct flights to and from Kurdistan on Sunday, while
Baghdad asked foreign countries to stop direct oil trad-
ing with autonomous region and demanded that the
KRG hands over control of its international airports and
border posts with Iran, Turkey and Syria.

Tehran supports Shiite groups who have been ruling
or holding security and government positions in Iraq
since the US-led invasion which toppled Saddam
Hussein in 2003. Opposition to the vote simmered
among non-Kurdish populations in areas disputed by
the KRG and Baghdad, and mainly the multi-ethnic oil-
rich region of Kirkuk. “Iraq is against the Kurds, so are the
Turks, the Iranians, the whole Arab region and Europe. 

They are going to live in a cage,” said Mohammed
Mahdi Al-Bayati, a Shiite Turkmen and a local leader of
the Iranian-backed Badr Organization paramilitary group
in Tuz Khurmato, south of Kirkuk. In Sulaimaniya, a bas-
tion for political groups opposed to Barzani, queues in
front of the polling stations were shorter than those in
Arbil, and there were fewer signs and billboards cele-
brating the referendum, reflecting resentment that a yes
vote could be seen as a plebiscite for the Kurdish leader. 

“I will not vote, the referendum is not good, it could
be dangerous because of the threat from Turkey and
Iran,” said a shop owner of Sulaimaniya, Ali Ahmed.
Despite Turkey’s threatened retaliation, it has so far kept
the Kurdish oil export pipeline that crosses its territory
open. After World War One, the victorious powers
Britain and France carved up the Ottoman empire leav-
ing the Kurds scattered mainly over four countries: Iraq,
Iran, Turkey and Syria.

All of them suffered persecution and were often
denied the right to speak their language. Those in
Iraq were uprooted under Saddam Hussein’s regime
and suffered an attack using chemical weapons. Syria
is embroiled in a devastating civil war and its Kurds
are pressing ahead with their own self-determina-
tion. — Reuters

Kurds shrug off threats, vote...

ARBIL: Female members of a Kurdish Peshmerga battalion queue inside a polling station as they wait to cast their vote in the Kurdish independence referendum in Arbil yesterday. —AFP 

DOHA: The draw for the Gulf Cup of Nations went ahead
yesterday despite serious doubts that the Qatar-hosted
competition will take place largely due to ongoing regional
political tensions. In bizarre circumstances, an elaborate
ceremony saw Qatar drawn with Bahrain, Iraq and Yemen
in Group A, while Saudi Arabia, Oman, the United Arab
Emirates and possibly Kuwait will make up Group B.  

However, as many as half of the teams may not play in
the eight-nation tournament, scheduled to take place in
Doha between December 22 and January 5. Saudi Arabia,
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain could boycott the event
because of its increasingly bitter political standoff with
Qatar, now in its fourth month. Notably, no representa-
tives of the three associations were in Doha for the draw.
And even though the cup is not a FIFA event, Kuwait’s
football association remains suspended by the world’s
governing body and it is not clear if its team can take part
in the tournament.

Asked if the tournament would take place, Jassim Al-
Rumaihi, general secretary of the Arab Gulf Cup Football
Federations (AGCFF) said: “We will see what happens. Qatar
is ready to organize and host this tournament,” he told
reporters after the draw. “It will be clearer in the coming

hours and the coming days.” He added: “In the current situ-
ation, I hope we don’t mix sport and politics.” Rumaihi said
that if Saudi, UAE and Bahrain pulled out, the remaining
teams would play a round robin tournament.

However, if there are only four teams available to play, a
fresh decision would be taken by the AGCFF whether to
stage the tournament. If some countries boycott the event,
they could face fines and may also be ordered to compen-
sate broadcasters, said Hamid Alshaibani, chairman of the
competitions committee. Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the UAE
have isolated Qatar, cutting all ties with Doha since June 5,
accusing the emirate of supporting extremism and foster-
ing ties with Iran. World Cup 2022 host Qatar denies the
charges, claiming the dispute is an attack on its sovereignty.

Regardless, the dispute has now lasted more than
100 days and shows few signs of ending soon. This latest
edition of the Gulf Cup of Nations, which is held every
two years, has already run into problems. It was meant
to be played in Kuwait in 2016 but due to the country’s
FIFA ban the tournament was moved to Qatar and
scheduled to be played a year late. Qatar are the current
holders of the trophy, having beaten Saudi Arabia 2-1 in
the 2014 final. — AFP 

Doubts over Gulf Cup; draw takes 
place without boycotting nations


