
ROME: Juventus president Andrea Agnelli has been banned for one year
by the Italian soccer federation for his role is selling tickets to hard-core
“ultra” fans that encouraged scalping. The court also fined Juventus
300,000 euros ($350,000). The federation’s prosecutor had requested a 2
1/2-year suspension, a fine and an order to force
Juventus to play two home matches behind closed
doors. Agnelli allegedly authorized the sale of season
passes and other tickets. He has acknowledged meet-
ing with Rocco Dominello, an “ultra” fan linked to the
Calabrian ‘ndrangheta crime mob who has since been
sentenced to nearly eight years in prison for scalping.
But Agnelli said the meetings came only with large
numbers of other fans at celebratory occasions and
that the club never intended to engage in illegal
activity. —AP
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MOSCOW: Belgian midfielder Marouane Fel laini  wil l  miss
Manchester United’s Champions League game against CSKA
Moscow tomorrow. Fellaini has not recovered from an ankle injury
he suffered in a tackle by Shane Long in the 1-0 Premier League
win over Southampton on Saturday and was not in the squad
which departed for Russia yesterday. Nemanja Matic, who also suf-
fered an injury against Southampton, flew out with the rest of the
squad along with defender Eric Bail ly,  who could make his
Champions League debut for the club. Fellaini scored United’s
opening goal in their 3-0 Champions League Group A victory over
Basel this month. United, who are unbeaten this season and are
joint top of the Premier League with Manchester City, are in confi-
dent mood for Wednesday’s tie although they will again be with-
out Paul Pogba, who suffered a hamstring strain against Basel and
could require surgery. —Reuters

Fellaini ruled out of 
United clash in Moscow

BERLIN: Bayern Munich have reacted to Manuel Neuer’s long-term injury
by naming retired goalkeeper Tom Starke, now a coach in their academy, in
their Champions League squad.  Bayern face Paris Saint-Germain away
tomorrow in a key match in a Group B which also contains Celtic and
Anderlecht. Starke, 36, has been Bayern’s goalkeeping co-ordinator in their

academy since the start of the season having retired in May.
Neuer is out until January after fracturing his foot, so Sven

Ulreich is now Bayern’s first-choice goalkeeper with acade-
my product Christian Fruechtl, 17, acting as his back up.
“Starke is our number three goalkeeper,” confirmed Bayern
sporting director Hasan Salihamidzic. “Tom is keeping him-
self fit as an alternative to Ulreich and Fruechtl.  “We don’t

expect a goalkeeper to get injured, but we want to be pre-
pared for everything and the transfer market is now

closed until the winter break.” —AFP

Bayern add Starke to 
Champions League squad

Juventus president Andrea 
Agnelli banned for one year

BASEBALL

LOS ANGELES: Pablo Sandoval #48 of the San Francisco Giants tags out a diving Yasmani Grandal #9 of the Los Angeles Dodgers at third base in the sixth inning of the game at Dodger Stadium on Sunday in Los Angeles, California. —AFP

PHOENIX: J.D. Martinez lined a two-out RBI sin-
gle to deep left field with the bases loaded in
the ninth inning as the Arizona Diamondbacks
beat the Miami Marlins 3-2 on Sunday to clinch
the top wild card in the National League. The
Diamondbacks, who won only 69 games a year
ago but are 90-66 this season, were assured a
playoff berth in the fourth inning after St. Louis
and Milwaukee lost. The comeback victory
ensured Arizona will host the NL wild-card
game Oct. 4. Fernando Rodney (5-4) pitched a
perfect inning for the win. A throwing error by
Justin Nicolino (2-3) on Kristopher Negron’s sac-
rifice bunt helped load the bases with no outs
in the ninth.

ROCKIES 8, PADRES 4
Gerardo Parra hit a tiebreaking single in a

two-run third inning, Pat Valaika and Charlie
Blackmon hit consecutive home runs in the
ninth as Colorado opened a two-game lead
over Milwaukee for the second NL wild card.
At 41-40, the Rockies tied their record for road
wins, set in 2009. German Marquez (11-7)
allowed two runs, five hits and three walks in
five innings. Luis Perdomo (8-11) gave up four
runs and six hits in five innings.

CUBS 5, BREWERS 0
Jose Quintana (7-3) pitched a three-hitter

and struck out 10 in his second big league
shutout as Chicago opened a 51/2-game lead
over second-place Milwaukee in the NL
Central. Kris Bryant hit a go-ahead double in
the fourth off Chase Anderson (11-4), Ben
Zobrist had a two-run homer in the seventh
and Anthony Rizzo added a two-run double in
the eighth against Carlos Torres.

PIRATES 4, CARDINALS 1
South Korea’s Seung Hwan Oh (1-6)

allowed a go-ahead, two-run homer in the
fifth to Starling Marte and rookie Jordan
Luplow also went deep as St Louis fell 21/2
games behind the Rockies. Jameson Taillon (8-
7) allowed one run and four hits in five

innings. Five pitchers combined for hitless
relief, with Felipe Rivero striking out two in a
perfect ninth for his 19th save.

BLUE JAYS 9, YANKEES 5
Jose Bautista had two hits and a walk in what

was likely his final home game with the Blue
Jays, leaving to a standing ovation during the
ninth inning. Bautista, who turns 37 next month,
is hitting .203 with 22 homers and 62 RBIs, and
Toronto appears unlikely to exercise its half of a
$17 million mutual option. Aaron Judge home-
red twice for the Yankees, increasing his AL-lead-
ing total to 48 - one shy of the major league
rookie record set by Mark McGwire in 1987.
Judge has 11 home runs in September. A day
after clinching a postseason berth, New York
dropped five games behind AL East-leading
Boston with seven games to play. Jaime Garcia
(1-3) jeopardized his chance of making New
York’s postseason roster, allowing five runs, four
hits and three walks in 2 1/3 innings.

RED SOX 5, REDS 4
Mookie Betts hit a tying three-run double

in the eighth off Raisel Iglesias (3-3) and
dashed home from second base on Rafael
Devers’ infield single as Boston won for the
14th time in 17 games. Robby Scott (2-1) won,
and Craig Kimbrel pitched the ninth for his
35th save and hasn’t allowed a run in his last
11 appearances. Billy Hamilton helped the
Reds go up 4-1. He tripled home a run and
brought the crowd to its feet by scoring after
getting caught in a rundown between first
and second. Second baseman Dustin Pedroia
made a wild throw, and Hamilton kept going
when nobody covered home.

DODGERS 3, GIANTS 1
Clayton Kershaw (18-4) became the NL’s

first 18-game winner, pitching shutout ball
until Mac Williamson’s home run in the eighth,
his final inning. Kershaw lowered his league -
best ERA to 2.21 and struck out six to become
the first Dodgers pitcher to reach 200 seven

times. Brandon Morrow worked a perfect
ninth for his second save. Yasmani Grandal hit
a sacrifice fly in the first against Chris Stratton
(3-4) and a homer in the fourth.

INDIANS 4, MARINERS 2
Corey Kluber (18-4) won his sixth straight

start and struck out 10 in becoming the AL’s
first 18-game winner, allowing Ben Gamel’s
tying two-run homer in the fifth, which
stopped his scoreless streak at 26 2/3 innings.
Jose Ramirez’s 29th home run put Cleveland
ahead in the sixth against Mike Leake (3-1).
Cody Allen worked the ninth for his 29th save
as Cleveland won for the 29th time in 31
games and eliminated Seattle from postsea-
son contention.

TWINS 10, TIGERS 4
Jorge Polanco hit a solo homer in the first off

Buck Farmer (4-5), Eduardo Escobar welcomed
Victor Alcantara with a three-run drive in the
sixth and Minnesota completed a four -game
sweep, outscoring Detroit 39-12. Jose Berrios
(13-8) won for the first time since he beat the
Chicago White Sox on Aug. 30, allowing two
runs and five hits in six innings. Minnesota
opened a five-game lead over the Los Angeles
Angels and a 51/2-game advantage over Kansas
City and Texas for the second AL wild card. The
Twins outscored the Tigers 39-12 in the sweep.
Detroit has lost seven straight and 14 of 16.

ANGELS 7, ASTROS 5
Luis Valbuena hit a tiebreaking two-run

double in the seventh inning and Justin Upton
tacked on an insurance run with a solo homer
in the eighth, helping the Los Angeles Angels
snap a six-game skid with a win over the
Houston Astros. It was a much-needed victory
for the Angels, who are 4 1/2 games behind
Minnesota for the second AL wild card. The
Astros used a four-run third inning to lead 4-1.
Brandon Phillips pulled the Angels closer with
a solo homer in the fourth before they tied it
in the fifth by scoring on back-to-back bases-
loaded walks. Valbuena hit his bases-loaded,
go-ahead double with no outs off Chris
Devenski (8-5), making it 6-4.

WHITE SOX 8, ROYALS 1
Lucas Giolito (3-3) allowed one run in seven

innings, Avisail Garcia drove in three runs with
his 18th homer and Chicago dropped Kansas
City 51/2 games behind the Twins. Ian
Kennedy (4-13) allowed five runs in 5 1/3
innings as he lost his seventh straight decision.

ATHLETICS 8, RANGERS 1
Khris Davis hit his 41st home run, a drive off

Martin Perez (12-12) in a five-run fifth inning,
as Oakland extended its winning streak to a
season-high seven. Jharel Cotton (9-1) pitched
five shutout innings of one-hit ball to win his
fourth straight decision, dropping the Rangers
5 1/2 games behind Minnesota.

ORIOLES 9, RAYS 4
J.J. Hardy hit a crowd-pleasing, go-ahead

two-run homer off Chris Archer (9-12) in what
was likely his last home game with Baltimore.
Rookie Chance Sisco also homered for the
Orioles, who earned a split of the four-game

series to finish 46-35 at home. Mychal Givens
(8-1) got five outs for the win, dropped the Rays
six games behind Minnesota with six to play.

NATIONALS 3, METS 2
Max Scherzer (16-6) struck out 10 and

allowed three hits over six innings as
Washington clinched home-field advantage in
the NL Division Series. Trea Turner hit a go-
ahead, two-run homer off Jacob deGrom (15-
10), and Jose Lobaton had an RBI single.
Brandon Kintzler worked the ninth for his 29th

save, retiring Nori Aoki on a game-ending
groundout with runners at second and third. 

PHILLIES 2, BRAVES 0
Nick Pivetta (7-10) allowed five hits in six

innings to outpitch Luiz Gohara (1-3) in a
matchup of rookies, and Mikael Franco hit a
tiebreaking home run in the fifth as Atlanta
finished 37-44 in its first season at SunTrust
Park. Aaron Altherr added an RBI double in the
eighth off A.J. Minter. Hector Neris pitched out
of trouble for his 24th save. — AP

Martinez lifts Diamondbacks to top wild card

MLB Results/Standings

American League

Eastern Division

W L PCT GB

Boston 91 64 .587 -
NY Yankees 86 69 .555 5
Tampa Bay 76 80 .487 15.5
Baltimore 75 82 .478 17
Toronto 73 83 .468 18.5

Central Division

Cleveland 98 58 .628 -
Minnesota 82 74 .526 16
Kansas City 76 79 .490 21.5
Chicago White Sox 63 92 .406 34.5
Detroit 62 94 .397 36

Western Division

Houston 95 60 .613 -
LA Angels 77 78 .497 18
Texas 76 79 .490 19
Seattle 75 81 .481 20.5
Oakland 72 83 .465 23

National League

Eastern Division

Washington 94 61 .606 -
Miami 73 82 .471 21
Atlanta 70 84 .455 23.5
NY Mets 66 89 .426 28
Philadelphia 62 94 .397 32.5

Central Division

Chicago Cubs 87 68 .561 -
Milwaukee 82 74 .526 5.5
St. Louis 81 74 .523 6
Pittsburgh 71 85 .455 16.5
Cincinnati 66 90 .423 21.5

Western Division

LA Dodgers 99 57 .635 -
Arizona 90 66 .577 9
Colorado 84 72 .538 15
San Diego 70 86 .449 29
San Francisco 61 95 .391 38

LA Angels 7, Houston 5; Colorado 8, San Diego 4; Cleveland 4, Seattle 2; Arizona 3, Miami 2; LA Dodgers 3, San
Francisco 1; Oakland 8, Texas 1; Chicago Cubs 5, Milwaukee 0; Chicago White Sox 8, Kansas City 1; Philadelphia
2, Atlanta 0; Pittsburgh 4, St. Louis 1; Baltimore 9, Tampa Bay 4; Boston 5, Cincinnati 4; Washington 3, NY Mets 2;
Toronto 9, NY Yankees 5; Minnesota 10, Detroit 4.

LOUDON: Kyle Busch saw little but billowing
white smoke that engulfed the track and
blinded enough drivers that it caused a
tremendous wreck that notably altered the
race running order. In his No. 18 Toyota, the
driver nicknamed “Rowdy” knew there was
only one way to handle the sudden pollution:
Drive through it!

Busch slinked through the smoke clouds
formed in the multi-car crash on the back-
stretch and dominated the rest of the way to
win Sunday at New Hampshire
Motorspeedway. “That was pretty intense,”
Busch said. “That was some ‘Days of Thunder’
stuff over there. You couldn’t see anything.”

He held on and saw a victory lane celebra-
tion for the third time this season. Busch
earned a berth in the second round of
NASCAR’s playoffs and took his customary
bow on the track. He even stuck a bag of
M&M’s on the claws of Loudon the Lobster, the
18-pound crustacean given to the race winner.

Busch, who won from the pole, put togeth-
er a complete effort once the wreck derailed
race leader Martin Truex Jr. Truex, who won the
playoff opener at Chicagoland, and Busch
both earned automatic spots in the second
round. Kyle Larson and Brad Keselowski
advanced on points. Truex led 112 laps until
his run ended in the accident, though he ral-
lied to finish fifth.

The playoff standings were shaken up in
the wake of massive multi-car wreck that sent
playoff drivers Kurt Busch and Kevin Harvick to
the garage. Harvick’s car was hit by Austin
Dillon on the last lap of the second stage.
Harvick spun and smoke billowed over the
track, leaving drivers almost blinded to the
traffic ahead. Busch, Harvick’s teammate at
Stewart-Haas Racing, slammed into Harvick.
Truex backed up to straighten himself out and
instead suffered left-rear damage when he
smacked another car.

Kurt Busch, the Daytona 500 champion, will
likely have to win next week at Dover to
advance to the second round. “It’s all-in. We’ll
go there with everything we’ve got like we
have been,” he said. Harvick, the 2014 series
champion, had accumulated enough playoff
points that one DNF shouldn’t cost him a spot
in the top 12.

“I couldn’t really tell where I was with all the
smoke and everything that was happening,

but just got hit from behind and spun out,”
Harvick said. Playoff drivers filled the top five
spots: Larson was second, followed by Matt
Kenseth, Keselowski and Truex. “We had dam-
age and had to fight from the back of the pack
the rest of the day,” Truex said.

Kyle Busch, who had his shot at victory at
Chicagoland end because of pit road miscues,
survived the wreckage to lead 187 laps and
showed that Joe Gibbs Racing will be a player
in the postseason. He found the opening
between the wall and Harvick and won his
41st Cup race. Maybe next time, Busch will
have a clear path to the checkered flag. “That
was a close call,” Busch said. “The cloud of
smoke was so large that you literally couldn’t
see anything.” Other items of note at New
Hampshire:

PLAYOFF RESULTS
Larson and Brad Keselowski also advanced

on points to the second round. Austin Dillon,
Ryan Newman, Kurt Busch and Kasey Kahne
are the bottom four drivers in the playoff
standings. Larson was second in both New
Hampshire races this season. 

NATIONAL ANTHEM
It appeared no drivers, crew or other team

members participated in a protest during the
national anthem. Several team owners and
executives had said they wouldn’t want any-
one in their organizations to protest. Richard
Childress, who was Dale Earnhardt’s longtime
team owner, said of protesting, “It’ll get you a
ride on a Greyhound bus.” Childress said he
told his team that “anybody that works for me
should respect the country we live in. So many
people gave their lives for it. This is America.”

Hall of Fame driver Richard Petty’s senti-
ments took it a step further, saying: “Anybody
that don’t stand up for the anthem oughta be
out of the country. Period. What got ‘em where
they’re at? The United States.” When asked if a
protester at Richard Petty Motorsports would
be fired, he said, “You’re right.”

Another team owner, Chip Ganassi, said he
supports Pittsburgh Steelers coach Mike
Tomlin’s comments. Tomlin said before the
Steelers played on Sunday that players would
remain in the locker room and that “we’re not
going to let divisive times or divisive individu-
als affect our agenda.”—AP

Busch gets NASCAR playoff win 
in New Hampshire Motorspeedway


