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NEW DELHI: Captain Virat Kohli has
called on his players to be “ruthless”
after the crushing one-day series win
over Australia took India top of the
world one-day rankings to add to their
number one Test status. A five-wicket
win in the third game of the f ive -
match series on Sunday gave India an
unassai lable 3-0 lead over Steve
Smith’s Australia. 

I t also stretched India’s winning
streak to a record 12 matches across all
formats. Kohli’s side have been on a
roll for the past year since regaining
the number one Test spot with a 3-0

home whitewash of New Zealand.
The in-form captain has led from

the front with 1,137 runs in 21 50-over
matches this year, ahead South Africa’s
Faf du Plessis as the highest one-day
scorer in 2017. Kohli praised his team
after the latest win against the once
mighty Australians, who have been
outplayed in India. Smith’s team also
lost a Test series 2-1 in India this year.

“Credit to the whole squad for the
series win, but the journey stops only
after the final game,” said Kohli, the top
ODI and T20 batsman in the
International Cricket Council (ICC) rat-

ings. “We may give opportunities for
people from now, but all 15 guys know
that we got to be ruthless once we step
onto the field,” Kohli added. The series
has seen new Indian stars emerge, with
all-rounder Hardik Pandya and left-arm
wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav making an
instant impact.

While Pandya’s crucial 78 led the
team’s run chase in Indore,  Yadav
impressed with his maiden hat-trick in
the second international. However leg-
endar y spinner Bishan Singh Bedi
believes India have not been tested by
opposition teams, barring the

Champions Trophy final in June against
Pakistan which they lost by 180 runs.

India won 10 of their 13 Tests on
home soil in the 2016-17 season and
then went on to rout hosts Sri Lanka
over nine games in all three formats.
“Realistically speaking Indians are not
even fielding their best XI and beating
the opposition hands down, whether it
is Sri Lanka or Australia,” Bedi said.

“We are loving the ratings, but if we
are a little more pragmatic then you
will realise that the Indian team in the
last year or so haven’t been stretched
by the opposition. “Just that one game

in the Champions Trophy final against
Pakistan, other than that we have not
seen them in a tight situation.

“We will get to know the character
of the team when they come out of a
tight situation,” Bedi added. Left-arm
spinner  Axar  Patel  returns  to  the
Indian squad in place of Ravindra
Jadeja for the final two ODIs that will
be played in Bangalore and Nagpur
on Thursday and Sunday. Patel, who
sprained his ankle at the start of the
series, will join Chahal and Yadav as
t h e  t h i rd  s p i n n e r  i n  t h e  1 5 - m a n
squad. —AFP
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Kohli urges high-flying India to be ‘ruthless’

WUHAN: Caroline Garcia of France hits a return against Angelique Kerber of Germany during their first round women’s match at the WTA Wuhan
Open tennis tournament in Wuhan, in China’s central Hubei province yesterday. — AFP

US Open winner Stephens 
tumbles out at Wuhan

WUHAN: US Open winner Sloane Stephens suf-
fered a shock defeat at the hands of China’s
Wang Qiang in the first round of the Wuhan
Open yesterday, hours after fellow Flushing
Meadows finalist Madison Keys tumbled out.

Stephens, the 14th seed, lost 6-2, 6-2 in her
first WTA event since her surprise victory against
Keys in New York. Despite a strong fight by
Stephens in the second set, Wang-spurred on by
the home crowd in the 15,000-capacity stadi-
um-proved too strong for the 24-year-old
American. 

“I didn’t play a great match. But my oppo-
nent played very well,” Stephens told a post-
match press conference. “I mean, it’s difficult. It’s
the end of the year. Even though I played five

tournaments, I feel like I played 25.”
Stephens, who ranks number 17 in the world,

added she had been taking it easy since her US
Open win. “I went to see my grandparents. So
no partying for me. I don’t party. I don’t drink. I
don’t do any of that stuff,” she added.  

Keys also crashed out at the first hurdle in
the hot and steamy Chinese city, losing to US
qualifier Varvara Lepchenko after struggling to
overcome a longstanding wrist injury.

The 22-year-old American 10th seed fell 6-2,
7-6 in what was also her first WTA tournament
since the Flushing Meadows final. Keys, the
world number 12, called a medical timeout ear-
ly in the second set and looked close to tears as
she examined her left wrist, which has twice

needed surgery in the past. 
Keys had chances to level the match in the

second set but Lepchenko saved two set points
to hold at 5-5, before taking the tiebreak 7-4.
“The strength (of my wrist) has been the biggest
issue... I’ve been dealing with it over the sum-
mer,” she told journalists. 

“But we kind of all knew it (would be like
this) until we had a solid chunk of time to
strengthen it.” Elsewhere, Agnieszka Radwanska,
the ninth seed, beat Magdalena Rybarikova 6-4,
7-5. Lepchenko, ranked 79 in the world, will play
either Kik i  Bertens of the Netherlands or
Romanian Monica Niculescu in the second
round. Wang, ranked 57, will play Romanian
Sorana Cirstea. — AFP

PARIS: Gabon striker Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang continued outstanding early-
season form for German outfit Borussia
Dortmund with a hat-trick at the weekend.
The treble for the 2015 African Footballer of
the Year came a week after he bagged a 58-
second Bundesliga brace. Scoring three
goals in a 6-1 rout of Borussia
Moenchengladbach lifted his Dortmund
tally to 132 from 198 games.

ENGLAND
OUMAR NIASSE (Everton)

Senegalese forward Niasse seemed
unlikely to carve out a career at Everton a
year ago after manager Ronald Koeman
banished him to the Under-23s and then
sent him out on loan to Hull City. But
Romelu Lukaku’s departure to Manchester
United has created an attacking vacancy
and after finding the net in the mid-week
League Cup win over Sunderland, Niasse
came off the bench to score twice and earn
Koeman’s men a 2-1 win over
Bournemouth.  

MOHAMED SALAH (Liverpool)
Salah continued his fine start to life at

Liverpool by scoring his sixth goal in nine
appearances in an entertaining 3-2 win at
Leicester City. The Egypt winger squan-
dered a good chance by shooting wide
after Emre Can’s shot came back off the
post, but he atoned in the 15th minute by
putting Liverpool ahead with a powerful
back-post header from Philippe Coutinho’s
cross.  

SERGE AURIER (Tottenham Hotspur)
Former Paris Saint-Germain right-back

Aurier had a full Premier League debut to
forget as he was sent off in Tottenham’s 3-2
win at West Ham United.  Booked in the
64th minute for tripping Andy Carroll, the
Ivory Coast international saw red six min-
utes later after launching himself into a
wild and unnecessary challenge on the
same player.

SPAIN
FAYCAL FAJR, AMATH NDIAYE (Getafe)
Moroccan Fajr replaced Senegalese

Ndiaye as a second-half substitute and
went on to provide the free-kick from
which Angel Rodriguez headed home
his  second goal  as  Getafe  smashed
Villarreal 4-0.

CEDRIC BAKAMBU (Villarreal)
Democratic Republic of Congo striker

Bakambu fired Villarreal’s best chance over
the bar in the first half before being
replaced on the hour in the midst of a
three-goal surge from Getafe in 13 minutes
early in the second period.

ITALY
ADEL TAARABT (Genoa)

Moroccan Taarabt were sent off in injury
time along with Belgian of DR Congo origin
Stephane Omeonga as the club from
Liguria lost 1-0 to Inter Milan to remain
winless in their opening six games.

ORJI OKWONKWO (Bologna)
Nigerian Okwonkwo scored a minute

from time as Bologna snatched a last-gasp
victory in the Emilia-Romagna derby. After
Sassuolo captain Francesco Magnanelli was
sent off, substitute Okwonkwo sealed the
winner.  

FAOUZI GHOULAM (Napoli)
Napoli had Ghoulam to thank as they

stumbled to a 3-2 win at SPAL Ferrara to
seal a record-breaking start to the Serie A
season. The Algerian struck with seven min-
utes left with a stunning left footed strike
after a run down the left flank, for a perfect
record of six wins from six games-a club
record as Napoli sit top of Serie A, ahead of
champions Juventus on goal difference.

GERMANY
PIERRE-EMERICK AUBAMEYANG

(Borussia Dortmund) 
The Gabon striker hit a hat-trick for

Bundesliga leaders Borussia Dortmund in a
6-1 trouncing of Borussia
Moenchengladbach to strengthen his part-
nership with Maximilian Philipp, who
scored the first two goals. This was
Aubameyang’s second hat-trick of the sea-
son after netting a treble in Dortmund’s
German Cup first-round clash at minnows
Rielasingen.

FRANCE
RACHID GHEZZAL (Monaco)

The Algeria international notched his first
goal for Monaco in a 4-0 rout of Lille.
Ghezzal, 25, drilled home a clinical finish
from Almamy Toure’s driven cross on the half
hour as the defending champions claimed a
sixth win in seven matches. — AFP

Gabon striker Aubameyang 
continues to wreak havoc

BERLIN: Bayern Munich president Uli
Hoeness has launched a thinly-veiled attack
on tomorrow’s Champions League oppo-
nents Paris Saint-Germain by slamming the
“unacceptable” nature of recent inflated
transfer fees.

Qatar-owned PSG signed Neymar from
Barcelona for a world record 222 million euros
($264m) and recruited Kylian Mbappe from
Monaco just before the transfer deadline last
month on an initial loan deal which is set to
be made into a permanent move for 180 mil-
lion euros next year. Hoeness has been a
vocal opponent of such inflated transfer fees
and the group games between PSG and
Bayern, starting tomorrow at Paris’ Parc des
Princes, will fan debate with the two clubs
having opposing financial philosophies. “I
have made it clear that a player costing 100
million euros is unacceptable for Bayern”,
Hoeness told German magazine Kicker.

“The time will come when all those who
are currently bouncing so much money
around will lower their sights, because the
sporting success they imagined won’t match
what they have spent.” Bayern, who are
backed by main sponsors and shareholders
Adidas, Allianz and Audi, have been European
champions five times in their history, last lift-

ing the Champions League trophy in 2013.
The fact that PSG have not got past the

quarter-finals of the Champions League in
the last 20 years is not lost on Hoeness.
Because “only one team” can win the
Champions League per year, Hoeness
believes investors in Europe’s top clubs will
eventually get bored.

“Those who pay out will say ‘we have
invested so much money and achieved noth-
ing like what we wanted to achieve, now we
have had enough!’ and that will be our time
(for Bayern),” added Hoeness.

Bayern striker Robert Lewandowski
recently broke ranks by criticising the club’s
relatively conservative transfer policy, claim-
ing they risk getting left behind by their big-
spending European rivals. “We have been crit-
icised for missing out on the market and
preparing for our decline by refusing to buy
very expensive players,” said Hoeness.

“However, we should be singing our own
praises because we succeed through our own
work and with our own forces.” Last season,
Bayern were knocked out of the Champions
League in the quarter-finals by eventual win-
ners Real Madrid. They lost in the semi-finals
in the previous three seasons under Pep
Guardiola.—AFP

Hoeness slams ‘unacceptable’ 
transfers before PSG clash

DORTMUND: Dortmund’s Gabonese striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang reacts dur-
ing Borussia Dortmund’s training session ahead of their UEFA Champions League
Group H match against Real Madrid at the BVB training center yesterday in
Dortmund, Germany. —AFP

LONDON: Ireland, France and South Africa all
promised millions in the bank, great stadiums
and “the best tournament ever” before figura-
tively plucking on the emotional heartstrings
as they sought to earn the right to host the
2023 Rugby World Cup. 

The Irish, who have never been the main
host, are the bookmaker’s favourite, ahead of
South Africa, which hosted a tournament
against an extraordinary emotional, social and
political backdrop in 1995, with 2007 hosts
France the outsider ahead of yesterday’s pre-
sentations in London.

The host nation for the 10th edition of the
event will be announced on Nov. 15 though it
would be a huge surprise if the Council of the
sport’s governing body World Rugby were to
go against the World Cup board, which will
declare its recommended candidate on Oct
31 .  The  2015 Wor ld  Cup in  England set
records in terms of ticket sales, TV viewing
figures and income but Japan, hosts of the
first Asian World Cup in 2019, will make much
less money.

Consequently, cash was a big feature of all
three 2023 bids, with each making a big issue
of their governmental financial securities and
guaranteed profits, as well as great existing
stadiums and minimal travel - meaning points
of difference needed to be found elsewhere.

The French bid included the innovative idea
that teams knocked out in the pool stage
would be invited to stay through the tourna-
ment as guests and they will, also for the first
time, include a closing ceremony. Sports minis-
ter Laura Flessel said that hosting the event
along with the already-secured 2024 Olympics
would provide “synergies of organisation” and
that despite recent bomb attacks in the coun-
try, security was an equal concern of all bid-
ding countries.

Slightly bizarrely, the bid party included the
sons of the late New Zealand rugby superstar

Jonah Lomu. Dhyreille (7) and Brayley (8) were
presented to declare how much they loved
French rugby, with Dhyreille having been born
in Marseille, where Lomu played three matches
at the end of his career in 2009-10.

Ireland hosted matches in the 1991 and
1999 World Cups, principally hosted by Wales
and England, but is now bidding for sole rights
for by far the biggest sporting event to be held
there. The Ir ish have been buoyed by the
opportunity of using previously unavailable
Gaelic sports stadiums, highlighted by Dublin’s
82,000-capacity Croke Park. While French presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron was “too busy” to
attend, Ireland’s Taoiseach Leo Varadkar was in
London and underlined the fact by saying: “I
wouldn’t have missed this for the world.

“This bid represents the hopes and aspira-
tions of the entire island of Ireland,” he added,

reinforcing how rugby is one of the few sports
where the north and south play as a combined
national team and how the tournament would
appeal and galvanise the country’s far-flung
diaspora.

Varadkar said he had addressed World
Rugby’s questions about any potential impact
of Brexit and its uncertainties, making it clear
that the Common Travel Area between the
Republic and Northern Ireland would remain in
place, while ambassador and former captain
Brian O’Driscoll said the bid’s biggest draw was
the fan and player experience.

“It will be the party of a lifetime,” he said.
The sight of Nelson Mandela in a Springbok
shirt presenting the Webb Ellis Cup to Francois
Pienaar as South Africa triumphed on home
soil in 1995 is probably the most iconic image
in the tournament’s history.— Reuters

Ireland, France and S Africa 
pitch for 2023 World Cup

LONDON: Top row from left, Director of the French 2023 World Cup bid Claude Atcher, Minister
of Sport Laura Flessel, President of the French Rugby Union Bernard Laporte and France2023
leader and bid abassador Sebastian Chabal, pose with two children of late rugby legend Jonah
Tali Lomu, Dhyreille Lomu, right, and Brayley Lomu, after presenting their bid for the 2023
Rugby World Cup in London, yesterday. South Africa, Ireland and France will bid for the rights
to hold the RWC in 2023, following the next RWC which will be held in Japan in 2019. — AP


