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From 17th of September 2017, cus-
tomers will be able to pre-book the
all-new 2018 Chevrolet Equinox that

will go on sale in Kuwait in October 2017.
This marks the Equinox’s very first pres-
ence in the region after amassing great
success in the other markets since its intro-
duction in 2005. 

The 2018 Equinox provides customers
with a powertrain that balances perform-
ance, efficiency and capability. All-New
2018 Equinox will be available with 2
Turbo engines, 1.5 Liter that delivers
170HP and  2.0 Liter delivering a 252HP ,
352 nm of torque and paired to GM’s all-
new 9-speed automatic transmission.

Key features
• The new Equinox’s expressive exterior
has a lean, muscular skin echoing the
global Chevrolet design cues and sculpted
shapes seen in the new Malibu.
• The interior takes advantage of the
Equinox’s all-new architecture to offer new
elements such as available denim-style
seat fabric which blends high style with
high durability. More safety features

include the New Safety Alert Seat, and the
New Low-Speed Forward Automatic
Braking
• The Equinox offers exceptional fuel effi-
ciency, with a combined 12.3km per liter,
helping you go further for less. 
• It incorporates the latest in weight reduc-
tion technology, that contributes to vehi-
cle balance and efficiency.
• The 2018 Equinox is available in All Wheel
Drive, with an AWD disconnect feature
that promotes fuel efficiency when the
rear axle is not needed. 
• Chevrolet’s 7- and 8-inch MyLink infotain-
ment systems, designed to support Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto
• Panoramic reinforced rooftop
• A standard feature is the ability to
change speeds 
• Switchable AWD system that enhances
efficiency by disconnecting from the rear
axle when not needed 
• LED headlamps and taillamps
• Extensive aero development in the wind
tunnel for fuel-efficient on high-speed
roads
• Standard noise reduction feature 

• Leather front seats with a ventilation feature
• Unique kneeling rear seat that enables
a flat rear load floor and maximum car-
go space.

Safety features
The all-new Equinox’s expanded safety

features are rooted in a stronger body
structure and a range of available
advanced driver safety assistance fea-
tures, which include folding pedal set
when colliding. 

Other safety features include Rear
Parking Assist, Rear Cross Traffic Alert,
Lane Change Alert with Side Blind Zone
Alert and external mirrors with signal
lamps. The advanced active safety features
also include the New Low-Speed Forward
Automatic Braking, radar- and camera-
based adaptive technologies that can pro-
vide alerts to potential crash threats such
as the New Forward Collision Alert with
Following Distance Indicator, New Lane
Keep Assist with Lane Departure Warning,
New Rear Seat Reminder and the
IntelliBeam headlamps that offer automat-
ic high-beam control. 
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The best-selling Chevrolet cross-over in US!

KUWAIT: Huawei Technologies Kuwait has
announced the launch of its Kuwait ICT Skill
Competition 2017 in a strategic partnership with
Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority
(KDIPA). Aimed at university students, the pro-
gram seeks to unearth and nurture Kuwait’s
finest ICT talent. In line with Huawei’s mandate to
support Kuwait’s 2035 Vision for growth of critical
industries and the government’ digitization strat-
egy, the nationwide competition will foster
development for the young leaders of tomorrow
responsible for driving the country’s digital trans-
formation. Interested students can register
online from now until October 10, 2017 though
our online portal, www.huaweiacad.com.

The competition is a critical initiative for
enhancing the quality of future ICT profession-
als, a key pillar in Kuwait’s agenda of building a
knowledge-based economy. The competition
increases national ICT competitiveness and con-
tributes to local communities. The generation of
students involved is expected to lead Kuwait’s
ICT industry into the future by embracing the
digital transformation. The ICT Skill Competition
is specifically designed to prepare this genera-
tion for such a responsibility.

Students from Kuwait’s leading universities
will be selected to participate in the competition
and undergo rigorous tests. Fifteen among them
will then compete in Kuwait’s finals that will take
place between 5 and 10 November. Kuwait’s
three finalists will be given the opportunity to
travel to Huawei’s home in Shenzhen, China,
where the final stage of the competition will take
place between 11 and 15 December. In the past,
the competition has attracted top talent globally,

with competitors hailing from countries ranging
from the Netherlands to Malaysia to Pakistan.  

Not only will the winners of the competition
receive certificates, trophies, and prizes, they will
also have an once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
travel to China and gain insider access to a top
global ICT company. Huawei will grant the win-
ners an exclusive fully paid trip to the company’s
international headquarters in Shenzhen and the
chance to meet with the brand’s leadership.
They will gain unrivaled exposure to Huawei’s
expertise in telecommunications, enterprise, and
consumer business, not to mention a priceless
cultural experience and knowledge exchange.

The competition is part of Huawei’s long-
standing effort to have a positive impact on the
community in which it operates. Huawei has
already implemented a ‘Seeds for the Future’
program offering training and internships
opportunities to promising students across
Kuwait. The ICT Skill Competition offers students
additional opportunities to gain valuable experi-
ence in the industry. Participants will work in a
real laboratory, and tackle some of the industry’s
most complex challenges. The competition
material is based on advanced IP and IT material,
and tests competitors on their knowledge of
cloud computing, switching, routing, and net-
work security. It is a unique opportunity for stu-
dents to test their abilities in ICT’s most cutting
edge fields. 

The ICT Skill Competition works in partner-
ship with local government authorities to ensure
Huawei is doing all it can, in collaboration with
Kuwait’s leading universities, to nurture local ICT
talent and empower industry leaders of tomor-

row. As one of the world’s leading innovators,
the promotion of innovation and creativity
among ICT students is essential to Huawei. 

“Advancing local ICT skills is central to
Huawei and we are thrilled to bring our global
ICT Skills Competition to Kuwait for the very first
time. We strongly believe that investing in the
next generation of technology leaders is an
investment for the future and would like to
thank Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion
Authority (KDIPA) and other local partners for
their unwavering support. Huawei remains com-
mitted to collaborate with the Kuwaiti govern-
ment, business leaders, academic institutions
and other key stakeholders to drive the country’s
digital transformation forward’, said Trevor Liu,
Huawei Technologies Kuwait CEO.

In addition to awarding US$ 30,000 cash prize
to the most outstanding team, the next two
teams will claim second place and three teams
will be awarded third place. The next seven
teams will receive Excellence Prizes, while 6
tutors and 5 academic institutions will also be
recognized with the ‘Excellent Tutor’ and ‘Best
Academy’ Prizes. Winners of the Kuwait Finals
will be granted traineeship or employment
opportunities with Huawei, as part of its
Enterprise Business Group, where they will be
exposed to a combination of innovative tech-
nologies, including cloud computing, Software-
Defined Networking (SDN), Big Data, and
Internet of Things (IoT) and interact with ICT
experts from different industries such as govern-
ment, oil & gas and banking. All Competition
winners will be rewarded with Huawei’s latest
laptops and smartphones. 

Huawei ties up with KDIPA to 
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KUWAIT: Reinforcing its keenness to pro-
vide convenient and added value services to
its customers, Gulf Bank announced exclu-
sive automotive offers for its customers, in
cooperation with top car dealers in Kuwait.
Gulf Bank customers can benefit from these
offers when visiting the cars showrooms and
meeting the bank’s representatives to
finance their new car through Gulf Bank

The top car dealers in Kuwait included in
this offer are: Lexus, Nissan, Toyota,
Chevrolet, Cadillac, Honda, KIA and Ford.
The offers with Lexus, Nissan, Toyota,
Chevrolet and Cadillac are valid until 4

October 2017, and the last offers for KIA
and Honda are valid till 4 November 2017,
whereas Ford offer is valid until  11
November 2017.

Gulf Bank representatives are available
at all car dealers across Kuwait, to present
the best services and facilities to the bank’s
customers and non-customers when pur-
chasing their dream car. 

Gulf Bank will continue to embark on
collaborations with car dealers to present
the best offers throughout the year, in its
effort to cater to its customers’ various
needs while offering the best services.  

Exclusive automotive offers in 

cooperation with Gulf Bank 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank recently launched
its new WhatsApp service on 55804080 to
accommodate general customer queries.
The new service attends to customer’s
expectations of excellent services from the
Bank as it provides instantaneous commu-
nication and represents the bank’s pursuit
for customer convenience.

The new WhatsApp service is among
the quickest interactive, easy-to-use plat-
forms that aim to reach out to a wide cus-

tomer base. No personal or confidential
information will be displayed and the plat-
form will serve as a reliable tool both
domestically and when travelling abroad. 

Burgan Bank’s Deputy CEO- Kuwait
Raed Al-Haqhaq said: “Driven by innova-
tion, Burgan Bank is a leader in adopting
technological trends while ensuring securi-
ty in all of its operations. This new service
reflects our commitment to deliver a con-
sistent banking experience across different
touch points, bringing value and conven-

ience to all of our customers.”
Enhancing connectivity between the

bank and its customers, the free WhatsApp
service is available 24/7, including during
official bank holidays. The new service is
managed by Burgan Bank’s dedicated staff
who are well trained to provide immediate
assistance to all types of queries. It is worth
noting that the service terms dictate that
only general inquires be answered over
WhatsApp and that no private information
can be shared to protect customers’ data
privacy.

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the
youngest commercial Bank and second
largest by assets in Kuwait, with a signifi-
cant focus on the corporate and financial
institutions sectors, as well as having a
growing retail, and private bank customer
base. Burgan Bank has majority owned sub-
sidiaries in the MENAT region supported by
one of the largest regional branch net-
works. The Bank has continuously
improved its performance over the years
through an expanded revenue structure,
diversified funding sources, and a strong
capital base. The adoption of state-of-the-
art services and technology has positioned
it as a trendsetter in the domestic market
and within the MENA region. Burgan Bank’s
brand has been created on a foundation of
real values - of trust, commitment, excel-
lence and progression, to remind us of the
high standards to which we aspire. ‘People
come first’ is the foundation on which its
products and services are developed.

The bank was re-certified with the pres-
tigious ISO 9001:2008, making it the first
bank in the GCC, and the only bank in
Kuwait to receive such accreditation for the
third consecutive year. The Bank also has to
its credit the distinction of being the only
Bank in Kuwait to have won the JP Morgan
Chase Quality Recognition Award for
twelve consecutive years. Burgan Bank, a
subsidiary of KIPCO (Kuwait Projects
Company), is a strongly positioned regional
Bank in the MENA region. 
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KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and
most developed telecom operator, revealed
the 8th week winners of the all new “allo”
draw for its prepaid customers. 

The names of the $1,500 daily prize were
as follows: Yousef Abdullah Yousef Bohamed,
Mohammad Jassim Abdullah Al-Zamel,
Abouelhamd Faragalla Seddik Mohamed, Gita
Magar, Mohammed Jahanjeer Alam
Abdulmalik, Samitha Sambath Lakmal
Arasheelaji, Dalal Fahad Al-Otaibi.

Winners will be announced throughout the
campaign with a grand total of almost
$150,000 to give away! VIVA customers can
enjoy this wonderful opportunity to win amaz-
ing cash prizes of $ 1,500 daily and $ 30,000
monthly, throughout the campaign by simply
buying a new “allo” line or recharging their cur-
rent line through Direct Debit, VIVA website,
VIVA’s Kiosks, VIVA App or by calling 102. Every
KD 1 spent, earns VIVA customers 10 chances

to win, increasing their  winning chances the
more they spend. VIVA is the fastest-growing
telecom operator in Kuwait. Launched in
December 2008, VIVA makes things Possible
for its customers by transforming communi-
cation, information and entertainment expe-
riences. The company has rapidly established
an unrivalled position in the market through
its customer centric approach. 

VIVA’s quest is to be the mobile brand of
choice in Kuwait by being transparent, engag-
ing, energetic and fulfilling. VIVA continues to
take a considerable share of the market by
offering an innovative range of best value
products, services and content propositions; a
state of the art, nationwide network and
world-class service. VIVA offers internet speeds
of more than 100 Mbps, due to the implemen-
tation of the most advanced fourth generation
(4G LTE) network in Kuwait resulting in superi-
or coverage, performance and reliability. 

LONDON: Southern European government
bonds underperformed yesterday after an
unexpectedly weak election result for
Germany’s Angela Merkel led to concerns
about the emergence of a more hardline
stance towards the eurozone in the bloc’s
largest economy.

Merkel secured a fourth term as chancellor
but was weakened by a surge in support for
the far right and investors were unsettled by
the possibility that she may have to form a
coalition with the pro-business Free
Democrats (FDP) and Greens - the so-called
“Jamaica” coalition.

Some also said the German result could
complicate the ECB’s policy path as it looks to
scale back its monetary stimulus program,
which has driven down borrowing costs since
its launch in 2015.

“The pro-market Free Democrats, as well as
part of the CDU/CSU, oppose deeper financial
integration in the euro area,” analysts at
Morgan Stanley said in a note. “This suggests
headwinds to the euro and periphery.” The
concerns come a day before French President
Emmanuel Macron is due to announce his pro-
posals for European Union reforms in a speech
in Paris. Lower-rated Spanish, Italian and

Portuguese government bonds sold off and
10-year yields rose 3 basis points across the
board in early trade. They later clawed back
the losses, but underperformed on a day
when higher-rated euro zone government
bond yields fell.

The Italy-Germany 10-year government
bond yield spread hit its widest in 2-1/2 weeks
at 168 basis points at one stage. The yield on
Germany’s 10-year government bond, the
benchmark for the region, hit a 10-day low of
0.42 percent, down 3 basis points on the day.

Yields on most other highly rated govern-
ment bonds, such as those of Austria and the

Netherlands, also fell. Demand for those
bonds comes at a time when investors are also
wondering what the implications of the
German election are for European Central
Bank policy. The ECB is largely expected to
announce the end of its bond-buying scheme
next month, as it seeks to unwind years of
extraordinary post-crisis stimulus.

Les stable
Pictet Wealth Management economist

Frederik Ducrozet said the prospect of a less
stable German government could lead to con-
cerns about the eurozone economic outlook,

potentially making the ECB more dovish.
Rabobank strategist Richard McGuire took a
different view.

“On paper, the election should have no
impact on the ECB, which is an independent
body,” he said. “But I think it’s fair to say if you
see a ‘Jamaica’ coalition, it would not be a con-
structive environment to continue to provide
stimulus going into next year.”

This may explain why investors are more
willing to buy high-grade euro zone bonds
than lower-rated Southern European ones,
which are seen benefiting most from the ECB’s
largesse. — Reuters

Win 100 kilos of gold at 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds 

this festive season

KUWAIT: Malabar Gold & Diamonds, one among the BIG 5 jewelry
retailers globally has revealed their offers to celebrate the upcom-
ing festive season. This time around, they have announced an
opportunity to win 100 kilos of gold. This is the first time that a
jewelry retailer has announced an offer of this magnitude. It is no
surprise that the biggest offer this time is from Malabar Gold &
Diamonds, who are leaders in jewelry retailing. This campaign will
run at all Malabar Gold & Diamonds outlets globally from 27th
Sept to 28th October 2017. A true shopper’s delight, Malabar Gold
& Diamonds has also unveiled a huge collection of jewelry in
gold, diamonds and precious gems from different parts of the
world to enthrall the jewelry lovers.

With every purchase of gold & diamond jewelry worth KD 40,
customers get a chance to enter raffle draws to win 1/4 (Quarter)
kg of gold each in 6 raffle draws.  Adding to the above, customers
also get two gram gold coin on diamond jewellery purchase of
KWD 400 and a one gram gold coin on purchase of diamond jew-
ellery worth KWD 250. Not only that, customers can  protect the
gold rate at Malabar Gold & Diamonds by paying 10 percent of the
entire amount on the selected gold jewelry until 17th Oct 2017
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