
SHANGHAI: Chen Yan is 35 and fears
middle age is upon her, so like all of her
friends she sees cosmetic surgery as the
solution: time to get a new nose. Plastic
surgery is booming in China, fuelled by
rising incomes, growing Western influ-
ences, and the imperative of looking
good on social media. Some parents are
even paying for teenage children to get
work done to help their employment
prospects. “We Chinese think that after
you’ve married, given birth to a kid and
you’re past 30, they call you a middle-
aged woman,” said Chen.

“I don’t want to be a middle-aged
woman that early.” The shop owner trav-
elled from the central province of Hunan
to pay 52,515 yuan in a quest for the per-
fect nose at Shanghai’s private Huamei
Medical Cosmetology Hospital. Spread
over four floors and featuring a peaceful
convalescent roof garden complete with
tea house, the vast majority going under
the knife are young women. It offers an
array of options including breast aug-
mentation, ear shaping, bone shaving,
pubic-hair transplants and a procedure
that promises to reduce armpit odor.

Summer rush    
Stepping inside the hospital is like

entering a five-star hotel. In the immacu-
late foyer, patients are greeted by bow-
ing hostesses in striped blouses, short
black skirts and high heels as soothing
music plays. A sign outside entices

teachers and students with a 20-percent
summer discount. The surgeon Li Jian
says 90 percent of his patients are
women aged 16 to 70.The under-40s
want to look more beautiful, the over-
40s want to look younger.

The most requested procedures
involve removing bulk from the face and
body, and nose jobs-Chinese women
typically seek slimmer, more “Western-
looking” noses. This year 14 million
Chinese are expected to have cosmetic
surgery, a 42 percent surge from last
year, according to SoYoung, a popular
app on the industry that used data from
several sources including international
consultancy Deloitte.

Summers are especially busy at the
Shanghai clinic because recent university
graduates believe better looks lead to
better employment prospects, particular-
ly in the entertainment business.
Increasing numbers seek plastic surgery
in their teens, although the hospital does
not treat those under 16, while 16 and 17
year olds require parental consent. “Most
Chinese people believe the thinner the
face or nose, the more beautiful they
look,” Li said. “Some people want to make
themselves more beautiful when they
take pictures of themselves. So they want
themselves to become more European,”
he added. “As a plastic surgeon I don’t
think that is beautiful, at least that is not
Chinese style. So I refuse many girls who
have that kind of opinion.”

Becoming addicted    
Sun Yibing, now 22, had her first pro-

cedure at 17 and has since become
something of a celebrity after going
under the knife 12 more times. Bullied at
school because of her looks and weight,
she had operations on her eyes, nose,
jaw, temples and elsewhere, and now
sports rounder eyes, as well as a sharper
nose and jawline. But as her appearance
has morphed, so has her view of surgery. 

“I got addicted to surgery and yet was
never satisfied with myself. I am not
against plastic surgery but you have to
be yourself instead of turning into oth-
ers,” Sun, who is from the central
province of Henan, said. Sun partly
blames minor celebrities who make their
names on the internet in China-often by
live-streaming themselves singing or
dancing and boasting about their sur-
gery-for hastening the stampede.

She now fears that the rush to cash in
has brought growing numbers of
unscrupulous and poorly trained sur-
geons into the industry. “A couple of
years ago people still were quite conser-
vative about having cosmetic surgery,”
she said. “But I am afraid that the plastic
surgery industry is a mess now with good
and bad clinics mixed so customers don’t
know what is what,” she added. 

‘I’m the last one’    
Back at the hospital a woman in a

waiting room peers out from beneath

her bandaged eyelids. Another, in obvi-
ous pain after surgery, appears almost
to be trying to hold her head together.
Chen had already done minor work to
her nose and had a crease inserted in
her eye lids-so-called double eyelid sur-
gery aimed at creating rounder, more
Western-looking eyes is one of the most
popular in China. But it took her six
years to summon the courage for a full
nose job, finally taking the plunge after
all her friends did so.

“I got here later. I’m the last one to
come,” she said. Following surgery,

she said that the hospital recom-
mended a bone-shaving operation to
narrow her jawline using a surgical
drill. Some Chinese women hanker for
a more “V-shaped” visage, but the
procedure comes with potential com-
plications including infection or even
facial paralysis. 

“I just want to make myself look
more beautiful,” said Chen, who is
unsure whether to proceed. She
explained: “No matter how old a
woman is, she should make herself
more and more beautiful.”—AFP 
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Going under the knife in China’s plastic surgery stampede

SHANGHAI: In this photograph, doctor Wang Yang takes measurements during a
consultation with Yu Linlin at Huamei Medical Cosmetology Hospital in
Shanghai.—AFP

SYDNEY: A massive humpback whale buried
on a popular Australian beach after it washed
up dead was being exhumed yesterday
because locals feared its rotting carcass was
attracting sharks. The 18-tonne animal came
ashore entangled in fishing ropes last week at
Nobbys Beach in holiday hotspot Port
Macquarie on the New South Wales coast, 400
kilometers north of Sydney. Authorities tried to
drag the 12-metre whale back to sea, but gave
up when it became caught on rocks.

With only a pedestrian pathway leading to
the beach and no road access, the local council
winched down a small digger to bury the dead
creature. But concerns that oil and decaying
blubber were seeping into the ocean soon
sparked a community backlash, with a spate of
shark sightings close to shore ahead of school
holidays, when beaches in the area are usually
packed. Under mounting pressure, the state
government stepped in with enough cash to
fund the removal of the decomposing animal.

A large crane was set up on the cliff edge
yesterday and mechanical excavators lowered
to the sand, where they set about digging up
the carcass and ripping it apart to be taken to a
landfill site. “We are using an excavator with big
teeth on its bucket to actually cut the whale in
pieces. It’s quite a job,” Port Macquarie council’s
environment director Matt Rogers told
reporters. “There are overseas experiences
where whales have been taken off beaches...
but nothing like we’re seeing here with skip
bins being winched up an escarpment, a crane
reaching out 60 meters.”

Surf school owner Wayne Hudson said
locals were delighted the council had acted.
“The community got behind the idea of pulling
out the whale carcass for a varied number of
reasons and we went to council and respectful-
ly asked for it to be removed,” he told broad-
caster ABC. “Council listened and jumped on...
everyone I’ve been speaking to in the commu-
nity’s just so stoked about it.” Each year hump-
back whales migrate north from the Antarctic
to the warmer climate off Australia’s north
coast to mate and give birth.—AFP 

TOKYO: Japan’s baby panda now has a name:
Xiang Xiang, or fragrance. Tokyo Gov. Yuriko
Koike announced yesterday that the 3-month-
old giant panda is called Shan Shan in Japanese,
or Xiang Xiang in Chinese. The name, whose
Chinese characters mean fragrance, was chosen
from more than 320,000 suggestions and was
approved by Chinese authorities. The Ueno Zoo
in Tokyo says the panda is healthy and growing
rapidly. She now weighs 6 kilograms and meas-
ures 65 centimeters long, nearly twice as big as
she was a month ago, according to the latest
measurement marking the 100th day since birth.
Videos released last week showed the fluffy
black-and-white cub crawling, and some teeth
coming in. Xiang Xiang was born on June 12 to
the zoo’s resident giant panda, Shin Shin.—AP

SYDNEY: Australia yesterday committed to
creating a national space agency as it looks
to cash in on the lucrative and fast-evolving
astronautical sector. The announcement
came at a week-long Adelaide space con-
ference attended by the world’s top scien-
tists and experts including SpaceX chief
Elon Musk. I t brings Canberra-which
already has significant involvement in
national and international space activities-
into line with most other developed
nations, which already have dedicated
agencies to help coordinate the industry
and shape development.

“The global space industry is growing
rapidly and it’s crucial that Australia is
part of this growth,” acting science minis-
ter Michaelia Cash said in statement. “A
national space agency will ensure we
have a strategic long-term plan that sup-
ports the development and application of
space technologies and grows our
domestic space industry.”  According to
the government, the global space sector-
encompassing innovation, defense, and

telecommunications-has been growing
annually since the late 1990s at almost 10
percent, driving revenue each year of
US$323 billion.

Thousands of the world’s top scientists
and space experts are attending the week-
long International Astronautical Congress
in Adelaide. SpaceX chief Musk is set to
give an update on his ambitious vision of
establishing a Mars colony. 

Also among those presenting is defense
giant Lockheed Martin, which is working
with NASA on plans to reach the Red
Planet. Lee Spitler,  from Macquarie
University ’s astronomy department in
Sydney, said Australia’s space industry cur-
rently operated “as a grassroots movement
across a small number of companies, uni-
versity groups and the defense sector”.

“It will help bring to the forefront all the
great work that has been going on in
Australia in the space sector, and increase
the potential for our country to play a key
role in the international space scene in the
future,” said Spitler. —AFP

Whale carcass dug up from 
Australian beach over shark fears

SYDNEY: A handout photo taken and received from the Port Macquarie-Hastings Council shows
a digger being used in the removal of a massive humpback whale buried on Nobbys Beach at
Port Macquarie some 400 kilometers north of Sydney.—AFP

Japan’s baby panda now has a 
name: Xiang Xiang, or fragrance

TOKYO: This photo released by Tokyo
Zoological Park Society, shows a female giant
panda cub on the 100th day since her birth, at
Ueno Zoo in Tokyo.—AP

CANBERRA: A file photo shows a general view of the 70 meter dish while tracking
NASA’s Mars science laboratory car-sized rover Curiosity at the Canberra Deep Space
Communication Station at Tidbinbilla in Canberra.—AFP

Australia to create 
national space agency


