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Pop star and actress Jennifer Lopez on Sunday offered
$1 million for Puerto Rico as she helped launch an
effort by New York state to support the hurricane-

battered US island. Lopez, born in New York City to Puerto
Rican parents, said she was donating the money to assort-
ed charities and would work with fellow Latin stars to do
more after Hurricane Maria killed at least 33 people in
Puerto Rico and Dominica just after the devastation of
mega-storm Irma. “This was the strongest hurricane to hit
Puerto Rico in nearly 20 years and the damage is horrible,”
Lopez told a news conference with New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo.

“We urgently need to dedicate attention and support
to Puerto Rico and the Caribbean through donations and

any help,” she said in Spanish. Lopez, who is dating base-
ball legend Alex Rodriguez, said the couple were working
with athletes to arrange two aircraft to deliver supplies.
New York-based airline JetBlue also promised $1 million
in-kind by transporting people and cargo for relief efforts.
Lopez was named co-chair of a New York state initiative
to assist Puerto Rico, which will include public donation
centers and government monitoring for potential abuses
in aid solicitation.

The initiative comes two days after Cuomo visited
Puerto Rico with donations that included 34,000 bottles of
water and 9,600 ready-to-eat meals. New York has histori-
cally been a hub for Puerto Ricans who move to the main-
land United States. More than 700,000 residents of New

York City identify as Puerto Rican, along with nearly as
many people elsewhere in the state, according to non-gov-
ernmental studies.

“We know how much destruction has been done, and
how hard it is going to be to rebuild Puerto Rico,” Cuomo
said. “We also know that given the financial pressures that
the island was under before, it makes the task even more
difficult,” he said. — AFP

J.Lo donates $1mn to hurricane-hit Puerto Rico

This file photo shows Jennifer
Lopez attending the ‘World of

Dance Celebration’ in Los
Angeles, California. — AFP

Kesha, left, and Macklemore perform at the 2017 iHeartRadio Music Festival Day 2
held at T-Mobile Arena on Saturday in Las Vegas. — AP

In this image released by Focus Features, Judi Dench, from left, Ali
Fazal and Tim Pigott-Smith appear in a scene from “Victoria and
Abdul.” — AP photos

In this image released by Focus Features, Judi Dench, right, and Ali
Fazal appear in a scene from “Victoria and Abdul.”

It feels wrong to say Macklemore’s latest
solo album, “Gemini,” is better than “This
Unruly Mess I’ve Made,” his 2016 project

released alongside longtime collaborator
Ryan Lewis. For  goodness’ sake, “This Unruly
Mess I’ve Made” saw Macklemore reflecting
on important issues: dissecting white privi-
lege, addressing police brutality, confronting
the music industry. But the end result was
neither fun nor easy to listen to, and, quite
simply, “Gemini” is. That’s thanks in no small
part to a long list of the new set’s featured
guests, whose good-time vibes seem to put
Macklemore back in the space that gave way
to his and Lewis’ 2012 smash single “Thrift
Shop.”

Undoubtedly, that Grammy Award-win-
ning song is the one that put Macklemore “in
Obama’s iPod” as the rapper boasts on the
delightfully off-kilter “Gemini” track “Willy
Wonka,” featuring Migos rapper Offset. There’s
the sticky sweet “Marmalade” featuring Lil
Yachty, with its “Chopsticks”-esque piano and
playful lyrics. Then there’s the electric funk
boogie of “Levitate” featuring Seattle-based
newcomer Otieno Terry. “I pulled up in that
purple thang/ dressed like Prince in ‘Purple
Rain’,” Macklemore raps.

Even Macklemore’s ruminating is limited
to lighter fare, like on the guitar-driven
“Intentions,” where he runs down a laundry
list of to-dos he’s been falling short on. “I
wake up in the morning, first thing I do is look
at a screen. I should read a book, but I keep
watching this TV,” he raps, adding, “I want
world peace, but still  want to watch
Worldstar.” (We can presume he’s there for the
fight videos.)

So as it turns out, Macklemore is, indeed, a
regular dude. One who misses his youth, as
on the starry, piano-driven “Good Old Days”
featuring Kesha. He’s a guy who notices when
his ex deletes photos from Instagram “like his-
tory didn’t happen if we can’t see it,” as he
raps on “Over It” featuring singer Donna
Missal. And he’s a dad who’s proud of his kid:
“Hearing her sing along to Chance (the
Rapper)/and being like, ‘yeah, that’s my kid,”
he raps on “Excavate” featuring Saint Claire.
This time around, Macklemore may have
stayed away from the heavy messages. But
with everything going on the world, some
fans might say “Gemini” is the perfect feel-
good distraction. — AP

Macklemore gets back 
to the fun on solo ‘Gemini’
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Amusic concert in Taiwan descended into chaos over the
weekend when independence activists clashed with
pro-China groups, with three people injured in the

scuffles. The incident comes amid heightened tensions
between the self-ruled island and the mainland since
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen took office in May last year,
with Beijing cutting off all official communications. The event
Sunday at the National Taiwan University in Taipei was meant
to showcase performers from the Chinese reality TV show and
singing competition “Sing! China”-the country’s equivalent of
US talent show “The Voice”. 

About 100 to 200 people attended the concert, which was
free to the public  and co-hosted by the city government and
a Shanghai association promoting cross-strait exchange,

organizers said. But it quickly became a hotbed of political
protests as pro-independence groups waved banners and
sounded horns inside the venue, with some calling the event
another ploy by Beijing to influence the island.  A group of
students also protested against the university renting the field
out for the event and preventing students from using it. 

After organizers decided to end the concert early, clashes
broke out between the protesters and pro-China groups.
Footage in local media showed protesters taking over the
stage chanting: “We are the National Taiwan University, not
the China Taiwan University!”  Three people were injured, with
one student surnamed Chang saying he suffered a bloodied
head and injured arm after being attacked by pro-China
groups. Police took one man in for questioning. Emotions are

running high in Taiwan as locals become increasingly wary of
Beijing’s efforts to cast its influence.

China sees Taiwan as part of its territory waiting to be
reunified and wants its president to acknowledge the island is
part of “One China”, which she has refused to do. The ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) condemned the violence
yesterday, calling on police to investigate the case.  “Sing!
China” sees aspiring singers compete against each other for a
chance at fame, and features heavyweight Asian popstars
such as Taiwan’s Jay Chou and Hong Kong’s Eason Chan.
Outside of China it has also gained a following in Hong Kong,
Taiwan and Singapore. — AFP

Stop us if this sounds familiar: A tall, dark,
bearded servant of rough breeding comes
from far away to suddenly charm a grumpy,

widowed Queen Victoria and thus upend Britain’s
royal court at the turn of the 20th century. You
were perhaps thinking of the film “Mrs. Brown,”
starring Judi Dench as the monarch and Bill
Connolly as her Scottish underling, John Brown?
Well, hold on. A new movie has come along exactly
20 years later with an eerily similar plot. Either
Victoria was a creature of habit in her attachments
or her filmmakers are.

Substitute Connolly with Ali Fazal and you get
“Victoria & Abdul,” a film about the then-most pow-
erful woman on earth’s second unusually intimate
relationship with a commoner. In this case, a
Muslim from India in 1887. Fascinatingly, Dench is
back as the monarch, two decades after she played
Victoria and earned an Oscar nomination for it. It’s
a privilege to watch her revisit the crusty, we-are-
not-amused queen, who is now in the twilight of
her life. Dench is riveting, unsentimental, impatient
and gloriously brittle. Sometimes all she does is
offer an irritated sigh, speaking volumes. “Everyone
I loved has died and I just go on and on,” she cries.

Dench is well supported - the cast includes the
marvelous Eddie Izzard, the late Tim Pigott-Smith
and the imperious Michael Gambon - and the
pomp and highly choreographed English ceremo-
nialism is captured beautifully by director Stephen
Frears, who knows a thing or two about royalty,
having directed Helen Mirren in “The Queen.” Much
of this film is composed of stuffy royal banquets
with hundreds of servants scurrying about or soar-
ing landscapes with hundreds of servants scurrying
around. There’s only one major problem: The man

at the center, Abdul Karim. He remains a blank can-
vas, his motives unexplored, his interior or domes-
tic life uncaptured. He is called “the brown John
Brown” and offers no riposte. The title of the film
promises us two people but we only get one.

‘Magical Negroes’
Perhaps screenwriter Lee Hall (“War Horse,” “Billy

Elliot”) meant to leave him a cypher, allowing the
English to try to define him, but that’s being gener-
ous. It’s hard to leave this film and not think that
Spike Lee’s concept of “magical Negroes” needs to
be expanded for other people of color. The movie
is based on journalist Shrabani Basu’s book
“Victoria & Abdul: The True Story of the Queen’s
Closest Confidant,” which told of Victoria’s close
friendship with an Indian servant sent to the court
with the sole task of offering a gift of a ceremonial
coin. The filmmakers have taken factual liberties -
the film is “based on real events... mostly,” which is
very cute but meaningless.

Fazal’s Karim smiles a lot, seems absolutely
enchanted by English weather and, at their second
meeting, without provocation, prostrates himself
to kiss Victoria’s feet. Why? He thought it would
“cheer her up.” What does Karim think of colonial-
ism, of English state-sponsored brutality toward his
people? We never know. “It is my humble privilege
to serve Her Majesty,” he says. Later, he puts on his
best Forrest Gump to tell the queen that “Life is like
a carpet.” He means that all kinds of things are
woven into our fabric but he really comes off as no
more than a doormat. (At least Connolly got to
show some grit as the queen’s previously adored
servant - “Are you deaf as well as stupid?” he told
the Prince of Wales in one scene.)

Radicalized companion
Mid-way through the film, Karim has moved

permanently to England and become the queen’s
spiritual adviser, startling the court with his out-
sized influence. She will have none of it, siding
always with her strong, silent, Indian beefcake. That
also sounds familiar: Check out “The Green Mile” or
“The Legend of Bagger Vance,” which also feature
non-white characters with mystical powers
employed entirely for the benefit of white leads.

The filmmakers knew in 2017 they couldn’t
ignore the horrors of empire so it’s left to actor
Adeel Akhtar, who plays Karim’s more radicalized
companion, to carry the flag of nationalism and
anti-colonialism. It’s a pity we never know what his
friend, who has the queen under his influence,
thinks. British films seem to be looking backward
these days on their legacy in India. “Victoria &
Abdul” comes out only a few months after
“Viceroy’s House,” which explored how India and
Pakistan were carved from the former British
Empire in 1947. 

In that case, England’s Lord Mountbatten
came off  as honest,  loving and decent.  In
“Victoria & Abdul,” the Empress of India comes off
honest, loving and decent. In neither film do
Indians tell their story or any story without a
gauzy English filter. That seems deaf as well as
stupid.  “ Victoria & Abdul,” a Focus Features
release, is rated PG-13 by the Motion Picture
Association of America for “some thematic ele-
ments and language” Running time: 111 minutes.
Two stars out of four. MPAA definition of PG-13:
Parents strongly cautioned. Some material may
be inappropriate  for children under 13. — AP

‘Victoria & Abdul’ illuminates
only half the title

‘Ronin’ actor Jan
Triska dies after

Prague bridge fall

Czech-American actor Jan Triska has died at the age of 80
after falling off Prague’s historic Charles Bridge, Czech
media reported yesterday. Triska fell off the bridge on

Saturday and was rescued from the Vltava river by two tourists
on a boat but died in hospital on Sunday, according to the
website of the DNES daily. Czech firefighters said he had
jumped while emergency services said the fall was accidental.

Triska, who played the sniper who shot Larry Flynt in com-
patriot Milos Forman’s 1996 “The People vs Larry Flynt”, and
the Russian gunman in John Frankenheimer’s “Ronin” in 1998,
was born in the former Czechoslovakia in 1936. A close friend
of former Czech anti-Communist dissident and later president
Vaclav Havel, the popular actor emigrated from Communist
Czechoslovakia to the United States in 1977. His films were
then banned from local cinemas and TV screens until the fall
of communism in 1989. Besides his Hollywood roles, Triska
starred in several Czech films after 1989, including the Oscar-
nominated “The Elementary School” in 1991. — AFP

In this file photo, Czech actor Jan Triska attends a press
conference during Febio film festival in Prague, Czech
Republic. — AP

‘Sing! China’ concert in Taiwan halted amid protests

Airbnb is launching local tours and other
experiences in New York City this week,
with one listing promising “an unforget-

table shoe-shopping experience” led by a New
Yorker whose bio describes her as “an actor, pro-
ducer, businesswoman ... and a proud New
Yorker.” That host is Sarah Jessica Parker. Each
participant will get a pair of shoes from her SJP
Collection at Bloomingdale’s, with a stop at the
department store’s Forty Carrots cafe for frozen
yogurt before the guests head off to the ballet.
The listing for Parker’s Oct 6 experience will go
live today morning, with four spaces bookable at
$400 each, first come, first served. The money
will go to the New York City Ballet, where Parker
is a board member.

Parker said in a phone interview with The
Associated Press that she gave a lot of thought
to making sure that her tour “speaks to the very
colorful identity that is New York. We could have

gone to MOMA or the Whitney or walked
through Chinatown or certainly had a nice walk
on the High Line or just strolled the streets of the
East Village or Midtown East.” She decided on
Bloomingdale’s because it’s “an iconic destina-
tion” where she hopes to “be of service” in help-
ing her guests pick out the perfect footwear.

The ballet, she added, is “one of the great cul-
tural experiences anybody can have” in New
York, whether they live here or are visiting.
Parker’s listing is one of several Airbnb “social
impact experiences” being offered in New York
by celebrities for charity. Others include former
NFL player Michael Strahan taking guests golf-
ing at Chelsea Piers to benefit St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, and actor Ansel Elgort lead-
ing a visit to his Brooklyn neighborhood to ben-
efit Americares hurricane relief efforts.

Airbnb has been offering experiences in oth-
er cities since November as part of a larger “trips”

platform. It’s now in 40 markets worldwide,
including Barcelona, Havana and Tokyo. A hand-
ful of New York experiences have been listed
since March, all in Harlem, but the trips rollout
this week will expand to 150 experiences city-
wide, from “secrets of the subway” to a walk
through New York’s “tattoo history.”

Prices for experiences in other markets range
from under $10 to more than $100, depending
on location and what’s offered. Hosts get 80 per-
cent of the fee, Airbnb the rest, except for the
social impact experiences, where 100 percent
goes to charity. Fans of the HBO series “Sex and
the City,” which Parker starred in, still seek out
places around New York where the show was
filmed. —AP

Airbnb launches local tours in
NYC with Sarah Jessica Parker

In this file photo, Sarah Jessica Parker
attends the Broadway opening night of
“Hamilton” in New York. — AP


